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   Conference Keynote 
         Featured  Speakers: 

 

  Dr. Vicki Gibson 
Dr. Gibson is a national consultant, trainer, 
and speaker.  She developed three private 
schools serving children ages 2-12 years and 

published a comprehensive curriculum named the We Can 
Early Childhood Curriculum.  She also authored two 
supplemental state-approved programs for emergent 
readers and writers:  I Can Draw Pre-Writing Program and 
Letters, Sounds, and Strokes Phonics Program. Recently 
she co-authored a book with Jan Hasbrouck, Ph.D., entitled 
Differentiated Instruction: Grouping for Success.                 

  

Dr. Ellin Keene 
has been a classroom teacher, staff 
developer, and adjunct professor of 
reading and writing.  She is the coauthor 
of Mosaic of Thought, Second Edition, 

and  author of the forthcoming Heinemann title To 
Understand, in which she explores the nature of 
comprehension and what’s essential in literacy 
learning, K–12. 

Dr. J. Richard Gentry 
is an internationally acclaimed author, 
(Breaking the Code, and The Science of 
Spelling) educational consultant, and 
researcher and a recognized leader in 

education for groundbreaking work in spelling (Spelling 
Connections K-8 by Zaner-Bloser Publishers) and for 
recent work with Pre-K through second grade emergent 
literacy. www.jrichardgentry.com
          

            
Authors/Illustrators: 

Cheryl Harness…  
an author and illustrator of over 30 books  is 
known for her engaging approach to history, 

seen in such books as Three Young Pilgrims, Ghosts of the 
White House, and Remember the Ladies.  Just for You to 
Know is her first novel.  www.cherylharness.com
 

Eileen Boggess 
Born and educated in Iowa, author Eileen 
Boggess (The Mia Fullerton Series… Mia the 
Meek, etc.), a former middle school teacher, 
enjoys exploring the humorous side of the 

topsy-turvy teenage years. www.eileenboggess.com
 

  Debra Fraiser 
Debra Frasier writes and illustrates picture 
books.  Her award winning books include On 
the Day You Were Born, Miss Alaineus, A 
Vocabulary Disaster and  her newest book,  
A Birthday Cake Is No Ordinary Cake.  

Debra supports all her books with extensive curriculum for 
teachers.  www.debrafrasier.com
 

Sara Holbrook 
 is the author of eleven poetry books for 
children, teens and adults. Her poetry book 
for teens, Walking on the Boundaries of 
Change, won the Parent’s Choice Award.  

www.saraholbrook.com
 

John Archambault 
has authored and co-authored more than 20 
children's books.  Chicka Chicka Boom 
Boom, is considered one of the classic 

alphabet books of all time.  Archambault has six music 
compilations on CD’s.  Titles include Painting My World 
and Dancing on the Moon. www.johnarchambault.com
 

and… Margaret Trauernicht (Vocabulary),  
Jean Farfalla, Michael Carey (Writing), Randall 

Klein (Early Reading) Deb Squires (MS/HS 
Readers) and a wealth of information to be gleaned 

from our own brilliant gems… Iowa Teachers! 

 
Mark your calendars… 2008 IRA Conference  

highlights gleam with talent and 
 informative presentations… designed for a  

multi-faceted literacy and learning experience!  
 

For more information or a Program Proposal, contact: 
Lynn Kilpatrick, 2008 Conference Chair 

lkilpatrick@malvern.k12.ia.us
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IOWA READING ASSOCIATION 

 
 

 

The mission of the  
Iowa Reading Association,  

an interactive group of individuals interested 
in reading, is to promote literacy through 
leadership, educational programming, and 

legislative endeavors. 
 

 
Purposes of the  
Iowa Reading Association 
        * Serve as a professional organization     
           concerned about reading; 
        * Stimulated and promote the study of  
           reading at all educational levels; 
        * Disseminate information of    
           investigations and practices; 
        * Maintain an awareness of the impact  
           of reading; 
        * Advise and monitor teacher-training  
           programs; 
        * Promote mutual understanding and  
           cooperation among educators; and 
        * Promote a level of reading  
           proficiency among all people that is   
           commensurate with each individual’s  
           unique capacity. 
  

Leadership 
        * Sponsor an annual leadership  
           workshop for local council leaders to    
           encourage active local participation 
        * Provide professional development  
           opportunities for state leaders 
        * Help local councils develop  
           alternative models for programming 
        * Foster communication and the  
           dissemination of information through  
           emerging technologies 
        * Continue to network with other  
           professional entities  
  
Educational Programming 
          * Disseminate information concerning  
            legislative issues and reading         
            research, theory, and practice  
            through association publications and  
            communications 
        * Continue International Reading   
           Association affiliation 
        * Plan and implement a state  
           Conference to include opportunities  
           for graduate credit hours 
  
Legislative Endeavors 
        * Implement a phone tree to alert   
           members for immediate response on  
           critical legislative issues 
        * Provide members with names and  
           phone numbers to take a pro-active   
           stance regarding educational concerns 
        * Contract with legislative liaison  

 
       

                            

 
A Word About Membership 

Why join another association?  What does the Iowa 
Reading Association and International Reading 
Association have to offer me?   As professionals, we 
need to be recognized and continue to grow as future 
leaders.  Therefore, both associations are here for our 
benefit. 

 Iowa Reading Association offers discount 
registration at the state conference and publishes 
quarterly newsletters. The association gives local 
council grants, scholarship and research awards, and 
has a legislative liaison. Other benefits include 
community services, parent involvement, a web site, 
and professional development. The Leadership 
Conference in June offers local leaders of your 
council time to exchange ideas, learn how to increase 
membership, discover Iowa authors, and socialize 
with other councils. www.iowareading.org

 International Reading Association benefits 
are conferences at different locations, publications 
with discounts, and research projects. Other 
advantages are literacy projects, global friendships, 
and a web site.  www.reading.org
 
Membership is always a must for an association to 
run smoothly with many benefits. I would like to 
invite you to be part of the professional family of 
Iowa Reading Association and International Reading 
Association!  
* Local Reading Councils cover most counties in Iowa and 
are subdivided into 9 zones.  
 

                      

For more information visit 
www.iowareading.org
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