
Acrylic Craze 
June:CK1868   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
This class will be looking at different painting techniques, brushstrokes, and artistic styles. We will be pouring paint, freezing
it and using some odd materials like shaving cream to apply unique surface designs. Be ready to create, a paint shirt is a
must! 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts 

Summary of Activities
Students will have a project-based learning experience, where they will create painting projects based on the techniques
and materials they are learning about throughout the two weeks. Students will create different experiments with paint, learn
brushstrokes, how to create dimensional textures and have final paintings. Paintings will focus on different surface materials
for the final product. They will have memory games and group brainstorming activities. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Experiment with acrylic paint through fun and messy painting techniques. 2. Create with different surfaces, brushstrokes
and add different materials successfully to their paintings. 3. Explore painting collage, abstract, and landscape pictures. 4.
Learn about different art movements, the history of acrylics, and how to brainstorm for projects. 
 
Instructor Name: Katrina Martin 
 
Instructor Bio
My name is Katrina Martin. I graduated from the University of Iowa. My degree is a Bachelors of Fine Arts with an emphasis
in ceramics, a minor in business and teaching certificate in art. I currently live and work in Marion, Iowa as a third and
fourth grade art teacher during the school year and teach at College for Kids in the summer. 
 
I teach this course because...
It seems like there is never enough time to paint and there are always new ways to experiment with it. It’s definitely a
relaxation trend on social media. I personally enjoy siting down and working on a painting as a way to relax, socialize with
friends and have fun. Acrylic paint is so versatile. It almost seems endless the possibilities you can do to manipulate it and
create fun things. 
 

 
Advanced Graphic Design 



Advanced Graphic Design 
June:   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
Take your graphic design skills to the next level while exploring the field of visual communication. This is a hands-on class,
designed to build on your previous knowledge and experience with Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator software. Reach a
higher level of visual literacy by learning advanced techniques for image manipulation. Expect professional-grade results as
you delve deeper into 2D and 3D design techniques. 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math
The Arts
Special Interest 

Summary of Activities
Shoot digital photographs, download images into computers, use a scanner, use graphics software, print images and
prepare a portfolio. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Take a design concept from the idea stage to completed print-out by using appropriate graphics software. 2. Create a
portfolio of finished design projects. 3. Use a digital camera to capture images for creative manipulation. 4. Understand and
explain a substantial variety of graphics tools, palettes, filters, and processes that are involved in producing graphic
designs. 
 
Instructor Name: Barb Shultz 
 
Instructor Bio
I started my teaching career in Omaha and then moved to Cedar Rapids to get married and teach in Iowa. I have taught
Digital Imaging, Illustrator, Computer Graphics, Drawing, Art Appreciation, and AP Art History at Marion High School and
currently teach Art Appreciation and Art History at Kirkwood Community College. 
 
I teach this course because...
Visual communication and self-expression are passions of mine and I enjoy sharing that enthusiasm with students. The
graphics field is an ever-evolving endeavor so I enjoy the challenge of staying current with the software and techniques
coming out. Students have a natural curiosity and willingness to try new things so this class is a perfect fit for most students.
I foster an environment where it is safe to try new and creative ideas and gain confidence in new abilities. 
 

 
Adventures in Knitting 



Adventures in Knitting 
June:   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
Get ready to try old and new techniques! We will begin by exploring traditional knitting basics. Next we will mix things up
with finger knitting/crochet necklaces and finish up with creating a set of house slippers. 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts 

Summary of Activities
We will start out learning the equipment and skills for traditional American knitting. Do sample swatches of various stitches
and one functional project. For those who finish the project before the end of the 2 weeks; they will design a custom pattern
with the learned stitches. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Identify tools and determine size of needles. Know when a gauge test is needed and how to do it 2. Be able to cast on
and bind off. 3. Be able to create the two basic knitting stitches (pearl and knit). 4. Be able to follow a beginner pattern. 
 
Instructor Name: Amythest Warrington 
 
Instructor Bio
I graduated from UNI with a Bachelors of Fine Arts degree emphasizing in Ceramics (minor in Jewelry/Metals and Art
History). I have been a resident artist and the Interim Director of the Ceramics Center. Currently, I am working on my Art
Entrepreneurship Certificate at the University of Iowa and my Master of Fine Arts, emphasizing in ceramics at the University
of Nebraska Lincoln. 
 
I teach this course because...
Eye hand coordination is very important for development. Knitting is a great passive social activity to develop that
coordination and build social skills while having fun. I happen to love knitting and know first hand how therapeutic it can be. I
have seen an increase in using knitting as a therapeutic tool and some new studies suggest a link in delayed/decrease in
issues with Alzheimer patients. 
 

 
Altered Books 



Altered Books 
June:   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
Recycle old books into works of art! Draw, paint, cut, paste, and fold pages into original 3-D artworks. Tap into the theme of
the book and use it as inspiration for elaboration. How can you illustrate the ideas by adding new images and words? Share
your altered books in our end of class show! 
 
Course Listing 

Literature and Writing
The Arts 

Summary of Activities
Discussion of eco-art and how found materials can inspire works of art. History of contemporary art and mixed media
applications. Creating an altered book using mixed media to explore relationships between language and images. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Students will be able to translate book subject matter in inspired visual art. Students will be able to see relationships
between art and literature. Students will recognize art as a visual language. 
 
Instructor Name: 
 
Instructor Bio
Teacher of art K-College, 42 years. 
 
I teach this course because...
I have always enjoyed eco-art and recycling found materials. Books have always fascinated me as forms of written and
illustrated art. 
 

 
Ancient China - Path to the First Emperor 



Ancient China - Path to the First Emperor 
June:   July:CK5326   Stem:

  Course Description 
Learn about early Chinese history through the end of the Warring States period. Engage in the history of China through a
variety of sources and activities, including a game where you will take on the role of a Duke, vying for control of the land
that will become China. Who will take the title of First Emperor? Only skill, diplomacy and luck will tell. 
 
Course Listing 

Social Studies and History 

Summary of Activities
Students will engage in a inquiry based study of ancient China. There will be opportunities for engaging in primary and
secondary document analysis as well as a complex Warring States simulation conducted during class. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Students will: Be able to draw conclusions from historical documents. Be able to evaluated a historical source in terms of
sourcing, author’s purpose and reliability. Be able to detect and explain continuities and changes in a historical time period. 
 
Instructor Name: Kris Fry 
 
Instructor Bio
I have taught 6th, 7th and 8th grade social studies in Cedar Rapids for 18 years. The first 15 were at McKinley Middle
School. I am now the IDS at Harding Middle School. I was a member of the social studies curriculum committee 10 years
ago and served again this year in the total overhaul of the middle school social studies curriculum. 
 

 

 
Animation Techniques 



Animation Techniques 
June:CK1843   July:CK5843   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Do you enjoy cartoons, Disney, Manga and Anime? In this creative and interactive class, learn two of the basic techniques
of great animators - drawn animation and clay model animation. Explore ways to animate a character of your own design
and watch your stories come to life in the development of an animation flip book. Put your imagination to work! 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts 

Summary of Activities
We will spend time developing a storyline and character descriptions. Students will be challenged to think about how they
would market their character on the store shelf as they create their own creations. Students will participate in memory
games and sculpt, design and paint their own projects. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Gain an understanding of how to draw and paint their own character step-by-step. 2. Learn techniques to make creative
expressions and exaggerations in drawing and by sculpting a character three-dimensionally. 3. Create a storyboard and
zoetrope. 4. Understand the process of how animations are created into movies. 
 
Instructor Name: Katrina Martin 
 
Instructor Bio
My name is Katrina Martin. I graduated from the University of Iowa. My degree is a Bachelors of Fine Arts with an emphasis
in ceramics, a minor in business and teaching certificate in art. I currently live and work in Marion, Iowa as a third and
fourth grade art teacher during the school year and teach at College for Kids in the summer. 
 
I teach this course because...
I grew up reading my Grandma’s collection of vintage comic books. Mostly Betty and Veronica, my favorite and getting
excited when Toy Story the movie came out. Who doesn’t like a funny story? I’m interested in the process of animation and
I love to sit down and draw! 
 

 
Arabic 



Arabic 
June:CK1601   July:CK5601   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Take a journey to unveil the mysteries of the Arab world. This course will introduce you to a language and a culture that is
much richer than what is seen through the lens of the media. Learn to read from right to left and challenge your vocal cords,
as you learn how to pronounce the Arabic alphabet and learn to converse with basic Arabic. ***Food Allergy Alert*** (Food
is potentially part of this class. Please indicate if your child has a food allergy on the registration form.) 
 
Course Listing 

World Languages 

Summary of Activities
The students are expected to learn everything in the Arabic booklet provided as well as take additional notes on the blank
pages in the booklet. They will converse with each other in simple Arabic phrases. They will introduce their family members
in Arabic on parents’ day. Students will also make a presentation in class about their Arabic-speaking country of choice.
There will also be videos watched to assist in the learning process. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Learn useful phrases 2. Write name and family members names in Arabic 3. Research and learn facts about an
Arabic-speaking country 4. Learn the Arabic alphabet written and pronunciation. 5. Count in Arabic at least to 10 and
beyond. 6. Be able to carry on a basic conversation in Arabic. 
 
Instructor Name: Tariq Igram 
 
Instructor Bio
I work at Cedar Graphics, a printing company in Hiawatha, IA. I was born and raised in Cedar Rapids, IA and after
completing my B.A at the University of Iowa, I traveled to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on a full ride scholarship to learn
Arabic and Law and am currently enrolled there in a P.h.D. program. 
 
I teach this course because...
I have always had a passion for sharing what I have been blessed to learn and passing it on to others. The Arabic language
is a very rich, deep, and moving language that enhances a person to open up their mind in order to truly appreciate it and
the culture that comes with it. I feel it can be a gateway to opening the minds in understanding the world more, past and
present, who may not have that opportunity otherwise. 
 

 
Archaeology of Iowa 



Archaeology of Iowa 
June:CK1308   July:   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Ever wonder how archaeologists know where to dig and how they figure out what rocks and bones can tell us about how
people lived? Archaeologists are scientific detectives! In this class we will learn to think like archaeologists and other
scientists. We will gather clues and piece them together to find out how people lived in the past. We will also try some
experimental archaeology, examining and using real and replica artifacts from prehistoric Native Americans. During the
second week of class we will walk through the past using hand-on activities to study the changing life styles of Native
Americans in Iowa from the ice ages to contact with the first Europeans. ***Food Allergy Alert*** (Food is potentially part of
this class. Please indicate if your child has a food allergy on the registration form.) 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math
Social Studies and History
Other:Native American cultures 

Summary of Activities
Activities include: 1. Analysis of modern garbage to see what we can learn about people from what they throw away. 2.
Mapping and analysis of artifacts in a mock excavation unit. 3. Identification of animal skulls by using a comparative
collection. Discussion: what will this tell us about peoples’ lives? 4. Reconstructing a deer skeleton using actual bones. 5.
Sorting and classifying stone points and tools. Different classification systems will produce different information. 6. Examine
samples of prehistoric pottery and try to replicate decorative patterns on a clay sample. Can you figure out how they did it?
7. Interpret the layout of a prehistoric site from the artifacts found by relying on how they are arranged and how their
relationship to one another helps in the interpretation of the use of the artifacts and the overall interpretation of the site. Site
mock up is based on a real Iowa site. 7. Hands on activities to try out various prehistoric technologies including: hunting with
atlatls, starting a fire without matches, making cord from plant fibers, grinding corn on a metate, tasting food prepared from
prehistoric crops, and playing traditional Native American toys and games. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Learn how archaeologists use scientific methods to find, excavate, and analyze archaeological sites. 2. Learn about the
variety of research topics that archaeologists deal with when studying prehistoric cultures. 3. Be introduced the depth of
Native American roots in North American and how changes in climate and technologies are reflected in changing life styles
over 15,000 years. 4. Understand that archaeology is NOT about collecting cool artifacts, rather it is concerned with studying
the lives and cultures of people of the past. 
 
Instructor Name: Cherie Haury-Artz 
 
Instructor Bio
Cherie E. Haury-Artz has a B.A. in Anthropology from State University of New York at Potsdam and an M.A. in
Anthropology from the University of Kansas, Lawrence. Her research interests include analysis of fauna from archaeological
sites, use and identification of lithic resources, rock art, and environmental adaptation of prehistoric cultures. Most of her
research has been focused on the Great Plains in Oklahoma, Kansas, North and South Dakota and in Iowa. She also has a
special interest in public education and outreach. Over the past 30 years she has taught classes on Archaeology, North
American Prehistory, Jamestown for the College for Kids program through Grant Wood AEA, and programs for the
Belin-Blank Center for Gifted and Talented Education at the University of Iowa, and with the Education and Outreach
Program at the University of Iowa Office of the State Archaeologist (OSA). She is a certified instructor and facilitator trainer
for Project Archaeology, a nationally recognized archaeology education program sponsored by the Society for American
Archaeology. She currently works at the Office of the State Archaeologist at the University of Iowa. 
 
I teach this course because...
I am an archaeologist and I am passionate about my career. I am also passionate about the importance of science education
in America today. Studying the way the archaeologists do their work is a fun and interesting way to introduce students to
the scientific method and how science works. Archaeology is a natural "hook", almost everyone is interested in Egyptian
mummies, mammoth hunters, fantastic rock art etc. This class also provides students with a rare opportunity to handle and
tryout ancient artifacts and technologies and this strongly reinforces the lessons that they are learning about other cultures
and the value of their life styles. 
 

 
Architectural Kitchen Design 



Architectural Kitchen Design 
June:   July:CK5801   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Architects command an important role in building today’s world. Do you want to develop your ability to design? Bring your
ideas to life! Create an architectural drawing of a kitchen, estimate labor and materials costs, and propose your design
concert to a potential client. After all, everyone knows it is the kitchen that sells the house! 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math
Literature and Writing
The Arts
Other:Architectural Design 

Summary of Activities
* Implement design through drawing* Create a floor plan* Demonstrate understanding of construction techniques* Formulate
cabinet cutting lists* Estimate materials needed* Calculate cost to client* Present project to potential client 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Students will be able to demonstrate: 1. problem assessment 2. design visualization 3. manual drawing dexterity4. written
and oral communication5. personal evaluation of product design 
 
Instructor Name: Leon Lueck 
 
Instructor Bio
Leon Lueck has taught design & invention programs at College for Kids for 30 years, as well as at Franklin Middle School in
Cedar Rapids, from which he retired as the program manager for gifted and talented students after 21 years. He comes
from a creative farm background (his farmer dad was also a carpenter and a welder) and has benefited from careers in
theatre direction and scene design, in addition to cabinet making and furniture design. He is currently living in a Frank Lloyd
Wright inspired home and creating rooms with different architectural or national themes, such as Prairie, Art Deco, Mexican
and Ghanaian. 
 
I teach this course because...
Having worked both as a designer in the building industry and teacher of gifted and talented middle school students, I relish
the opportunity to instill an understanding and working knowledge of design. Students will be able to transform a creative
idea into a working design from which a project cost is estimated and subsequently communicated to a potential client. 
 

 
Art Boxes 



Art Boxes 
June:   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
Don’t miss this new College for Kids art class! Art Boxes, influenced by Surrealist artist Joseph Cornell, are 3-D
assemblages of found objects that reflect a theme or over-arching idea. Themes can be personal or universal in nature. The
imagery is symbolic/metaphorical and open to interpretation by the viewer. What will your art box hold? 
 
Course Listing 

Literature and Writing
The Arts 

Summary of Activities
The study of the Surrealist movement in contemporary art. Creative writing exploring dream imagery and fantasy. A 3-D
assemblage of found objects that represent a chosen theme or idea. A critique of the assembled work. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. To learn more about Joseph Cornell’s Assemblages 2. To learn more about metaphor, simile, and association as it
relates to the interpretation of Surrealist art. 3. To create a surrealist assemblage based on dream imagery or fantasy. 
 
Instructor Name: 
 
Instructor Bio
44 years of teaching K-College levels. BA - Art Ed;;;;; MAT - Ed Psych Current Director of the Artisan’s Sanctuary 
 
I teach this course because...
Personal interest/passion for the visual arts 
 

 
Art History’s Mysteries 



Art History’s Mysteries 
June:CK1864   July:CK5864   Stem:

  Course Description 
A host of secrets are waiting to be revealed in every art museum! Untangle some of art’s great mysteries as we explore
how new technologies have provided groundbreaking information regarding concealed paintings, unsolved thefts,
rediscovered masterpieces and murders! We’ll use detective skills to unlock hidden meanings in some of the world’s great
masterpieces and archeological treasures. 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts 

Summary of Activities
Students will work together in teams to research and share clues and information that will unlock the mysteries surrounding
some of the artistic and architectural masterpieces of art history. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Students will be able to give examples of scientific techniques used to discover layers hidden under paintings. Students will
be able to give examples of scientific techniques used to map archeological sites and analyze building techniques of the
past. Students will be able to demonstrate the steps necessary in the analysis of unfamiliar works of art. 
 
Instructor Name: Barb Shultz 
 
Instructor Bio
I started my teaching career in Omaha and then moved to Cedar Rapids to get married and teach in Iowa. I have taught
Digital Imaging, Illustrator, Computer Graphics, Drawing, Art Appreciation, and AP Art History at Marion High School and
currently teach Art Appreciation and Art History at Kirkwood Community College. 
 
I teach this course because...
Visual communication and art history are passions of mine and I enjoy sharing that enthusiasm with students. 
 

 
Astronomy: The Oldest & Best Science! 



Astronomy: The Oldest & Best Science! 
June:CK1103   July:CK5103   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Astronomy is the branch of science that deals with celestial objects, space, and the physical universe as a whole. Study the
solar system, stars, black holes, constellations, galaxies, and universe. Learn to use a telescope, and crawl into a portable
planetarium to learn constellations and the diurnal and annual motion of the sky! 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math 

Summary of Activities
Activities: build a planisphere;; scale of the solar system;; Stellarium planetarium labs;; what to take to the moon activity
(problem based);; Space mission research project (students choose a mission, research it, prepare and give a presentation
on the last day). 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Each students will be able to: identify at least 8 constellations;; list the nine planets in order from the sun;; state the reason
that Earth has seasons;; download and use the application, Stellarium to locate stars, constellations, and planets at any
given time in the future to aid in observing. 
 
Instructor Name: Richard Scearce 
 
Instructor Bio
Currently: Instructor of Industrial Technology at Kirkwood Community College. Previous: 32 years as mathematics and
science instructor at Mount Vernon High School. 
 
I teach this course because...
I love learning about astronomy and sharing that knowledge with students who want to learn. 
 

 
Be Weave It: Common Threads of Navajo & Pueblo Weaving 



Be Weave It: Common Threads of Navajo & Pueblo Weaving 
June:CK1839   July:CK5839   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Explore the spirit world of Navajo and Pueblo cultures as you trace the evolution of their weavings and uncover their
common thread. According to legend, Spider Woman gave them the knowledge of weaving and how to create their looms.
You will be taught how to warp your loom using one continuous thread and design your hand woven project based upon
your perceptions of both cultures and their specific appeal to you. 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts 

Summary of Activities
Begin by warping your loom in the tradition of the Navajo and Pueblo cultures while you acquaint yourself with how to use
the various weaving tools. Prior to weaving your project time will be spent discussing project design, color selection and
ability to complete the project in the allotted time. One on one discussion will be given on how to fulfill your inspirational
design project in the allotted time. Begin weaving by laying in a base stripe which becomes the foundation to weave your
chosen totem pattern. You may utilize stripes, blocks, crosses and diamonds for your totem. Upon completion, remove from
loom, fringe and tie in ends. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Objective: Create your woven piece by merging cultural interest with project color and design. . 1.Consider how color
influences design and how it merges with culture. What factors influenced color? 2.How did cultural needs play into the
evolution of Native American weaving and what time line during this evolution appeals to you? Outcome: Did your project
meet this criteria? Most importantly, is it evident just by looking at your handwoven piece which culture you were truly
inspired by? 
 
Instructor Name: Sharon Poplawski 
 
Instructor Bio
Sharon Poplawski, Instructor. I am proud to have been raised in a small town in Massachusetts. This New England state
was once considered a vibrant contributor in the textile world and was the perfect jumping off point for a variety of careers
associated with textile design. Sadly, economic conditions did not sustain this industry in the Northeast. I traded in my
artistic passion for a degree in business management and went on to found Aura Management Group, Inc. in So. California.
Upon retirement, I relocated to Sedona, AZ where I reconnected with my passion for textiles and fiber arts. Northern Arizona
presented an ideal atmosphere to study the teachings, legends and weaving’s of the Navajo and Pueblo cultures. I was
able to bring my childhood dream to fruition in Arizona with Loom N Essence, my fiber art studio. Now residing in Iowa, I
continue to infuse elements indicative of my past and present surroundings in my teachings with a heavy emphasis on
spinning, weaving and the art of natural dyeing. I am a current member of Cedar Rapids Area Fiber Artist Guild and former
owner of McGowan House Artisans which showcased 40+ local artisans. 
 
I teach this course because...
Weaving continues to be my true passion. I developed a deep respect for the Native American culture while living in the
Southwest. In addition to teaching this cultural weaving course, I hope students take away a new found respect and
understanding for the historical evolution of the Native American weaver. 
 

 
Brain Anatomy: Are you Brainy? 



Brain Anatomy: Are you Brainy? 
June:CK1304   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
Are you Brainy? Are you always wondering WHY or HOW you think and see differently than others? Then this class is for
you! In this class we will dive into brain teasers to learn the anatomy of the brain and take a journey through the different
segments the of brain. We will look at how the brain allows us to memorize, think, and see things others do not. There will
be a lot of hands on activities and games played and you may even come out of the class being able to think just a little bit
differently! 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math 

Summary of Activities
1. We will look at the anatomy of the brain by looking at scans of the brain. 2. We will do brain teasers to talk about different
segments of the brain. 3. We will do a muscle game to show how the brain trains our body. 4. Online dissection to look at
different organisms brains. 5. Brain segment tests. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Students will be able to describe the anatomy of the brain. 2. Students will be able to show the different segments of the
brain. 3. Students will be able to explain how people see different images from their brain segments. 4. Students will be able
to show how the brain sparks our body. 5. Students will be able to show how different organisms have different brains and
they will be able to explain why. 
 
Instructor Name: Sarah Hilby 
 
Instructor Bio
I am a high school teacher at Jefferson High School. I have a lot of background in science as I teach Science, specifically
Biology. I have also learned a lot about the brain as I have done research with Neurologist, Dr. Greenlee and done research
on my own. 
 
I teach this course because...
This is a personal interest as I have had brain surgery and I have done a lot of research on this topic. It has been a topic
that many people have learned about and will be something these students can apply to when they get into high school. 
 

 
Calligraphy for Kids 



Calligraphy for Kids 
June:CK1804   July:   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Learn the ABC’s of Calligraphy with a professional calligrapher! Students will learn italic letterform style, which is the main
focus of this class - a popular class choice for College for Kids students for 25 years. Using a broad edge pen, students will
learn about the history of writing & the italic alphabet stroke by stroke; projects will include greeting card designs, certificate
design, decorative borders, and envelope art. All students will receive the 24th edition of the Speedball Textbook and 2
pens. 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts 

Summary of Activities
My method of teaching is demonstrating letterforms and then going around the room to work with each individual student.
Each student is encouraged to practice at home in the evening for at least 15 minutes. Calligraphy is a fine motor skill and
must be practiced to become a better calligrapher. Projects include: greeting card design, certificate design, and envelope
art. Also students will watch a DVD about the making of the St. John’s Bible, a modern day illuminated manuscript
completed in 2011. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Know many facts about the history of writing. 2. Write italic letterform: upper & lower case, using a broad edge pen. 3.
Create different projects using skills learned. 4. Understand how illuminated manuscripts were made centuries ago. 5.
Appreciate the power and beauty of the written word. 6. Compare good and bad calligraphic lettering. 
 
Instructor Name: Ida Martin Sorensen 
 
Instructor Bio
As a serious student of calligraphy for over 30 years, I have studied with many internationally known calligraphers including
Sheila Waters, my main teacher. I have always been deeply impressed with beautiful writing, whether done by a lay person
or a professional. Practice, persistence, & consistency are all necessary to build a calligrapher’s writing skills. I am the
founder (1987) of Iowa Scribes Calligraphy Guild and have exhibited my work locally and regionally. I create many private
commissions & address envelopes, fill names in certificates & do many other projects. My work is displayed in many
businesses and private collections, including those of former Gov. and Mrs. Thomas Vilsack, MercyCare Hospital, St.
Luke’s Hospice Center, Ted Townsend, former President/CEO of St. Luke’s Hospital. I am a registered nurse (PRN),
employed by St. Luke’s Work Well. 
 
I teach this course because...
I have taught Calligraphy for Kids at College for Kids for 25 years. To my amazement, my classes are usually full, fun, &
serious learnings occur;; I have had many students over the years who do exceptional work with just two weeks of
instruction. It thrills me that middle school students want and are excited to learn the art of beautiful writing in this day and
age of mega keyboard writing through texting, emails, word processing, etc. There is still a demand for what calligraphers
do - beautiful writing continues to be precious and treasured.The significance & power of the (beautiful) written word never
goes out of style. 
 

 
Chemistry Counts 



Chemistry Counts 
June:CK1104   July:CK5104   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Chemical reactions can be interesting and dramatic. Learn about chemistry including a historical perspective and glimpse
into the future of the field. What careers require a working knowledge of chemistry and what do they do on a daily basis?
Labs will be done to support the topics studied and students will be challenged to figure out how and why they work!
***Food Allergy Alert*** (Food is potentially part of this class. Please indicate if your child has a food allergy on the
registration form.) 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math 

Summary of Activities
Atomic Theory: This will include a general look at atoms and the subatomic particles that make them up. The Periodic
Table: Where this miraculous table came from and how can we use it today. Card game example of organizing information
into groups and periods. Periodic Table BINGO and chemical formula rummy will be played. Reactions: Chemical reactions
will be explored and categorized and balancing equations will help support the laws of chemistry. Acids and Bases:
Everyday acids and bases will be studied and what makes some chemicals dangerous while others are seemingly harmless
will be investigated. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Design and conduct a scientific experiment including following appropriate lab safety, methodology and communication of
results. Discuss atomic theory including structure and functions. Understand how The Periodic Table was put together and
the wealth of information that is has to offer. Use stoichiometry to study chemical reactions and account for the Law of
Conservation of Mass. 
 
Instructor Name: Kristin Duning 
 
Instructor Bio
I am a high school science teacher at Marion High School where I have been teaching for 22 years. I am from Cedar Rapids
and I went to the University of Iowa for both my undergraduate and graduate degrees. I love learning about new things and I
think teaching kids is the best way to continue learning every day! 
 
I teach this course because...
I love to teach new students about science and watch them absorb the information and integrate it into their current
understanding of their world. Working with motivate students is very exciting to me and I’ve heard from other teachers who
have worked with this program that it can be very rewarding. I also think having an experience like this in the summer will
give me new ideas to bring back to my own classroom...I’m always looking for new ways to explain concepts and show
science at in real-world situations and working with these kids should give me that opportunity. 
 

 
Civil Rights Then and Now: History and Discussion 



Civil Rights Then and Now: History and Discussion 
June:CK1322   July:CK5322   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Explore the key figures and events of the civil rights movement as African Americans, women, Latinos, and other groups
sought to achieve political and social equality in an increasingly diverse America. Additionally, connect strategies and
events from the past with important issues from today, as the march toward equality continues for many of the same
groups, as well as others. 
 
Course Listing 

Social Studies and History 

Summary of Activities
My class will be very interactive, using class discussion (via large and small groups), short videos, analysis of primary
source materials, as well as brief, student-prepared presentations on various topics concerning the Civil Rights movements
of the past and present. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Students will be able to... identify several Civil Rights leaders and describe their contributions to the movement. explain and
compare the goals, strategies and accomplishments of the Civil Rights movement from the perspectives of a variety of
minority groups. demonstrate an understanding of the origins and chronology of the Civil Rights movement and issues
confronting minority groups following WWII, as well as today. 
 
Instructor Name: Kyle Becker 
 
Instructor Bio
I am currently in my fifteenth year of teaching US History at Linn-Mar High School. I am a 1999 graduate of Linn-Mar High
School and a 2003 graduate of Wartburg College. I earned my Master’s in Teaching degree from Coe College in 2010. 
 
I teach this course because...
I have a passion for history and a love of learning that I desire to share with young people. Additionally, I am not especially
experienced with the age group that College for Kids services, and I want to challenge myself in an effort to grow
professionally. 
 

 
Clay and Jewels 



Clay and Jewels 
June:   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
Express yourself through jewelry making! We will examine the idea of adornment while we design and create our own
jewelry. To make this class even more unique, we will use clay as one of our nontraditional construction materials. Get
ready to design! 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts 

Summary of Activities
We will have a number of different projects during the coarse, each will start with sketching before we form. If the budget
allows for metal clay, more traditional techniques will be used to create fasteners, bezels and other items. The forming and
joining methods will be traditional. Clay is not a typical material for jewelry but is a great starting point as it is more
malleable, cheaper and requires less equipment than metal. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Be able to define the traditional and modern definitions of jewelry. 2. Be able to string a necklace and do a pearl knot. 3.
Be able to create a bead from clay, paper and possibly metal clay 
 
Instructor Name: 
 
Instructor Bio
I graduated from UNI with a Bachelors of Fine Arts degree emphasizing in Ceramics (minor in Jewelry/Metals and Art
History). I have been a resident artist and the Interim Director of the Ceramics Center. Currently I am working on my Art
Entrepreneurship Certificate at the University of Iowa while creating my artwork. 
 
I teach this course because...
Jewelry is a way to for students to express themselves. The creations from this class will allow the students to showcase
their individuality while honing their hand/eye coordination. Clay isn’t a "normal" material for jewelry these days and our
class will explore non traditional material use. 
 

 
Clay Techniques & Design 



Clay Techniques & Design 
June:CK1807   July:CK5807   Stem:

  Course Description 
Explore the world of clay! Students interested in clay design will work with an artist in the Coe College ceramics lab. This
course will involve history, planning and discussion mixed in with the technical aspects of creating ceramic artwork. Each
project will build upon the former projects so be ready for a challenge. Planned projects include a coil bowl, pinch pot,
sgraffito plate, historically inspired figurine, and a group sculpture. 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts 

Summary of Activities
We will be creating a pinch pot, coil bowl, sgraffito plate, historically inspired figurine, a group sculpture, and one free
project day (where the students will use all the techniques to create whatever they can imagine). 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. create a coil, pinch pot and slab out of clay. 2. define basic ceramic terms like hand building, slip, glaze, kiln etc. 3.
explain why things blow up in a kiln and how to avoid it. 4. discuss 2 different historically significant objects or movements
in ceramic history. 
 
Instructor Name: Amythest Warrington 
 
Instructor Bio
I graduated from UNI with a Bachelors of Fine Arts degree emphasizing in Ceramics (minor in Jewelry/Metals and Art
History). I have been a resident artist and the Interim Director of the Ceramics Center. Currently, I am working on my Art
Entrepreneurship Certificate at the University of Iowa and my Master of Fine Arts, emphasizing in ceramics at the University
of Nebraska Lincoln. 
 
I teach this course because...
Personally, I love the hands on therapeutic nature of clay! Kids really come out of their shells when they are forming with
clay. It is such a great opportunity to get kids interested in so many different subjects. 
 

 
Crash Course: Western Art History 



Crash Course: Western Art History 
June:   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
This course will take students on an artistic journey from 800 BCE to 2019 CE. We will highlight major pieces of western art
and architecture - including works from ancient Greece and Rome, the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, Modern Art and
finally, Contemporary Art. This course will utilize various modes of learning including digital technology, individual and group
research, hands on projects and lectures. 
 
Course Listing 

Social Studies and History
The Arts 

Summary of Activities
Students will select a certain culture or time period they are most interested in and will be assigned to that team where they
will increase their expertise on the subject through individual and group research. Individuals on the team will create their
own work of art inspired and informed by their research to share with the large group at the end of the week. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
* research artworks individually and in groups * participate in large and small group discussions regarding art and culture *
create replications or inspired originals of art/architecture from those of western history 
 
Instructor Name: Erin Ennis 
 
I teach this course because...
I have been teaching AP Art History for 5 years now at the high school level. I have found it to be a fascinating subject and I
love seeing the connections students make when exploring art and culture of the past and how it relates to their world today. 
 

 
Digital Publications Photography 



Digital Publications Photography 
June:CK1833   July:CK5833   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Imagine and Design!!! Combine image and word to make a publication! Digital photography and publication design are
combined in this creative class. Utilizing InDesign software, students will be taught photographic, design, editing and
publishing concepts, and will also be taught visualization terms, technical applications of design, and digital camera
controls. We will take supervised photo walks on/near the Coe College campus and photograph independently. Students will
also study the works of other photographers and designers. By the end of the class, students will have the opportunity to
create a poster collage and individual prints. Integration of image with text is required in this course. Students registered for
this course MUST PROVIDE THEIR OWN DIGITAL CAMERA and FLASH DRIVE. Detailed information regarding lab fees
($35/student to cover printing and matting) will be provided when class schedules are released. 
 
Course Listing 

Literature and Writing
The Arts
Special Interest 

Summary of Activities
Students will be introduced to photography and design concepts, take photo walks, choose themes for images, choose final
design products, have time to work independently as well as with mentorship, and participate in a presentation and critique. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. understand and apply photographic terms and concepts 2. learn design and layout 3. imagine results and apply images
into published productions 4. experience photojournalism and publishing 5. understand vocational opportunities which stem
from photography, design and journalism 
 
Instructor Name: Bob Campagna 
 
Instructor Bio
Bob Campagna enters his 21st year as a College for Kids photography instructor. He has created and taught almost 500
photography workshops in throughout Iowa, as well as in Colorado, New Mexico, Wisconsin, Illinois, Minnesota, New York
California, Nicaragua, and Scotland. He publishes books, calendars, posters, postcards and note cards, as well as creating
fine art images. In 1983 he joined the Iowa Arts Council’s roster for Artists in the Schools and Communities. He presently
works in Colorado, including teaching through the state arts organization "Think 360 Arts." He is a member of the ArtWorks
Loveland artist collective/gallery. He often worked in Yosemite National Park as a volunteer and led photography walks
there. 
 
I teach this course because...
I want to encourage the love of learning and discovery, to support an appreciation and pursuit of excellence, and to help set
in place a "way of seeing" which will last a lifetime. As a self-taught photographer and publications designer, I have spent
over 40 years seeing, interpreting, documenting and creating. 
 

 
Discovering Geometry 



Discovering Geometry 
June:   July:   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Join us in an investigation of geometry! Discover the geometry that makes kaleidoscopes beautiful, and put it into practice.
And what about lines and circles? Discover what happens when you take the ideas of lines and circles and put them on a
map of city streets, in what we call "taxicab geometry". 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math 

Summary of Activities
Kaleidoscopes: Students will use a mira (tool for reflections) to reflect objects. Students will use hinged mirrors to reflect
objects over multiple lines. Students will build a kaleidoscope and create a diagram explaining how it works. Taxicab
Geometry: Students will explore Euclidean geometry with a compass and straight edge (points, lines, circles, etc). Then
student will explore what happens when those ideas are put onto a grid of streets. Students will play a game of "shortest
distance" on the grid in order to determine what it means to be a straight line on the grid. Similarly students will explore
what it means to be a circle by playing a game of distances on the grid. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Each student will be able to translate an object over a line. Each student will be able to explain how compounding
reflections produce the image of a kaleidoscope. Each student will be able to create a line, circle, and square in taxicab
geometry. 
 
Instructor Name: 
 
Instructor Bio
I graduated from Linn-Mar High School in 2004. Following high school I served for 2 years in various places around the
world with an international Christian charity. Upon returning I earned my associates from Kirkwood and finished my degree
in mathematics from Coe College in the spring of 2011. During my last semester at Coe I was hired by Jefferson High
School to teach math and I have been working there since that time. While at Jefferson I have taught Algebra, Geometry,
and Consumer Math. 
 
I teach this course because...
I love working with middle and high school students. I especially enjoy working with students who are intrinsically motivated
and curious about math. 
 

 
Dissection 



Dissection 
June:CK1105   July:CK5105   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Explore the world of the insides, including animal organs, systems, and the functions of each. Compare preserved
specimens to live specimens. This class is for individuals who can handle a hands-on learning environment where you dive
into the insides! (Anticipated specimens for 2019: fetal pig, perch, earthworm, bullfrog, and available live/fresh specimens.) 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math 

Summary of Activities
Dissection of the earthworm, fish, frog, and fetal pig. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Each student will be able to identify the organs from the dissected animal. 2. Each student will be able to identify the
systems from the dissected animal. 3. Each student will be able to discuss facts and characteristics about the dissected
animal. 
 
Instructor Name: Charlotte McDermott (June), Dave Stolley (both), Dave Sullivan (July) 
 
Instructor Bio
Charlotte McDermott- this is my 14 year at Linn-Mar High School. I also spent a half year at Linn-Mar’s alternative high
school. All my teaching experience has been in the subject areas of biology and Earth science. Dave Stolley- This is my
22nd year teaching 7th grade science in the Cedar Rapids Community School District and my 31st year of teaching middle
school science overall. Dave Sullivan-NEEDS TO EMAIL SUSIE 
 
I teach this course because...
I love working with young students who are excited about science! It is wonderful to meet new students and give them the
experiences they might not have in a regular classroom setting at the middle school level. 
 

 
DIY: Baskets! 



DIY: Baskets! 
June:   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
Do you love Pinterest? Design and weave your own baskets, just like you may have pinned on a craft-inspired board! Learn
basic basket weaving techniques, as you design a large beautiful basket. Add your own special touches to make this basket
totally "one of a kind" and too awesome to pass up. Then transfer your weaving techniques to design your own flat reed
baskets. Many colors of reed and different styles of handles will be available to accent your pieces. So join us and fall in
love with a new hobby, and leave with some terrific pieces to be forever treasured! 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts 

Summary of Activities
PROJECT- BASED learning experience. 1. Measure and cut reed for the spokes of the basket 2. Weave spokes in the base
of the basket. 3. Upset spokes and weave sides of basket. 4. Cut and tuck spokes. 5. Add handles if desired. 6. Lash on rim
to finish basket. 7. Design own baskets as time allows. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Students will measure, cut and learn to weave a basket base. 2. Students will upset and weave their baskets from flat
reed. 3. Students will finish the basket with a solid lashed on rim....adding handles if they choose. 4. Student will learn to
take care of their basket once it is taken home. 
 
Instructor Name: 
 
Instructor Bio
Jeanne Dudley-;;;;;;;;-;;;;;;;;-;;;;;;;;-;;;;;;;;K -12 Visual Arts teacher at North Linn for 33 years. Have my master’s in Fiber Arts
and Art Education. Have been weaving baskets since 1985. Teach basket weaving at seminars and conventions throughout
the Midwest since 1995. Presently I am a Library Assoc. at East Buchanan Comm. Schools. Also teach classes in my home
studio. 
 
I teach this course because...
Basket weaving has been my personal passion for over 30 years. I want to share this passion with other students. 
 

 
Dream On Dream Weaver 



Dream On Dream Weaver 
June:   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
Weave a web of lure as you step quietly into the legendary world of "Dream Catchers and Totems." Native American of the
Great Plains believe the air is full of good and bad dreams whereby good dreams pass through the center of a dream
catcher while the bad ones are trapped in the web. Ponder which totem best identifies with your personality and weave it
throughout your dream catcher to visually make it one of a kind. 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts 

Summary of Activities
This will be a project based art course. Students will be asked to share something about themselves or their passions in
order to identify their spirit totem. This spirit totem will be woven into their dream catcher. Dream catchers require the
following: wrapping, weaving, beading and minimal use of a sewing needle. Each technique will be taught in this class. At
the end of this course, ask yourself, does my dream catcher reflect my spirit and why? 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Ice breaker: On day one, students will be asked to share a bit about their personalities and interests in order to gain insight
into how they connect with their spirit totem prior to weaving their dream catcher. As legend has it, the good dreams pass
through the center of their dream catcher while the bad dreams get trapped in the web. Discussion: What dream(s) would
you like to continue to pass on through? What dream(s) would you like to see trapped in the web? Reflection: Your dream
catcher is not just an art piece. Take pride in your design but most importantly take time to reflect on your dreams and how
to accomplish them. Proudly hang your dream catcher where it will continue to allow for more reflection in the days to come. 
 
Instructor Name: Sharon Poplawski 
 
Instructor Bio
Sharon Poplawski. I am proud to have been raised in a small town in Massachusetts. This New England state was once
considered a vibrant contributor in the textile world and was the perfect jumping off point for a variety of careers associated
with textile design. Sadly, economic conditions did not sustain this industry in the Northeast. I traded in my artistic passion
for a degree in business management and went on to found Aura Management Group, Inc. in Southern California. Upon
retirement, I relocated to Sedona, AZ where I reconnected with my passion for textiles and fiber arts. Northern Arizona
presented an ideal atmosphere to study the teachings, legends and weaving’s of the Navajo and Pueblo cultures. I was
able to bring my childhood dream to fruition in Arizona with Loom N Essence, my fiber art studio. Now residing in Iowa, I
continue to infuse elements indicative of my past and present surroundings in my teachings with a heavy emphasis on
spinning, weaving and the art of natural dyeing. I am a current member of Cedar Rapids Area Fiber Artist Guild and former
owner of McGowan House Artisans which showcased 40+ local artisans. 
 
I teach this course because...
Weaving is my true passion. I am always challenging myself to delve deeper, create outside the box. Web weaving allows
teacher and students to free form weave. Designing and weaving a dream catcher is a nice variation from the constraints of
weaving on a loom. I developed a deep respect for the Native American culture while living in Arizona and hope to share my
experiences while teaching this cultural weaving course. 
 

 
Drone Systems 



Drone Systems 
June:CK1508   July:CK5508   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems are making big news as one of the fastest growing industries for civil and commercial
applications as well as for hobby flyers. This course explores how they function and how they are safely, legally, and
benevolently used. You will research drone careers, laws, and models. You will also receive flight training, aerial imaging
training, and mission planning with various drone models. 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math
Special Interest 

Summary of Activities
1.) Research in computer lab of various Drone systems (manufactures, models, scales, etc.). Each student will choose a
system and give a report to the class. 2.) Research in computer lab of various places of training (universities, technical
schools, internet, etc.). 3.) Plan a drone mission for farm field inspection, real estate images, border protection, etc. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1.) Each student will be able to operate a drone system. 2,) Each student will be able to list at least 5 careers involving
drones. 3.) Each student will be able to list at least 5 positive uses for drones. 4.) Each student will be able to explain why
drones are controversial. 5.) Each student will be able to state the current and projected future federal and Iowa State laws
regarding drones. 
 
Instructor Name: Richard Scearce 
 
Instructor Bio
Currently employed at Kirkwood Community College as a professor of Industrial Technology;; 32 years of mathematics and
science instruction at Mount Vernon High School: 10 years experience as a Kirkwood adjunct professor of astronomy;; 21
years experience as a C4K instructor;; 10 years as an instructor at U of Iowa’s Belin Blank Center for Gifted Instruction. 
 
I teach this course because...
I am a private pilot and the owner of a full scale Cessna Skyhawk and 5 drones systems. I have provided drone instruction
to the Mount Vernon HS Robotics Club and to Lisbon HS. Using my drone, our club has captured aerial footage of our
marching band, our cheerleaders;; our football team, and Cornell College’s football team. As stated earlier in this course
information, there will be 70,000 new drone related jobs created in the next three years. 
 

 
Engineering Structures with K’Nex 



Engineering Structures with K’Nex 
June:CK1136   July:CK5136   Stem:

  Course Description 
Engineers build the pathways to our future. Simple machines are tools we use every day to make our lives easier. Let’s
combine the two with K’Nex and learn how to build structures to accomplish goals and challenges! 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math 

Summary of Activities
The main activities for this course involve working with the K’Nex and other materials to build the various simple machines.
Students will progress from one machine to another building and testing the machines for their mechanical advantage.
Students will participate in challenges to see which structures work the best. Then students will build their amusement park
ride at the end of the class. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Students will be able to identify and explain the parts of the 6 simple machines and will need to work together to create
examples. Students will understand the purpose of and advantage provided by simple machines. Students will explore
building structures with K’Nex. Students will put all of their learning together to create a ride that works. 
 
Instructor Name: Kristin Duning 
 
Instructor Bio
I am a high school science teacher at Marion High School where I have been teaching for 22 years. I am from Cedar Rapids
and I went to the University of Iowa for both my undergraduate and graduate degrees. I love learning about new things and I
think teaching kids is the best way to continue learning every day! 
 
I teach this course because...
I love to teach new students about science and watch them absorb the information and integrate it into their current
understanding of their world. Working with motivated students is very exciting to me and I’ve heard from other teachers who
have worked with this program that it can be very rewarding. I also think having an experience like this in the summer will
give me new ideas to bring back to my own classroom...I’m always looking for new ways to explain concepts and show
science at in real world situations and working with these kids should give me that opportunity. 
 

 
Exploring Biotechnology 



Exploring Biotechnology 
June:   July:CK5134   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Ready, set, GLOW! Investigate the amazing world of biotechnology! Using hands-on labs and activities, study DNA, make
microorganisms glow, and discover real-world applications of genetically modified organisms. Consider how these
organisms should be used, or not used, by humans. 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math 

Summary of Activities
Intro to inquiry lab. Build a paper DNA model. Paper model of restriction enzymes and other biotechnology techniques.
DNA fingerprinting using gel electrophoresis. Bacterial transformation lab Real world applications of Genetically Modified
Organisms. Discussion on ethical concerns over GMOs 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Students will work collaboratively to plan and conduct an experiment to collect and analyze data to investigate a scientific
question. Students will construct a model to show the structure of DNA and how it can be manipulated. Students will follow
sterile lab technique to genetically modify bacteria to express a new trait. Students will identify current applications and
recognize potential concerns of genetically modified organisms Students will propose a novel use of genetic modification to
solve a real world problem of their choosing. 
 
Instructor Name: Steve Meeker 
 
Instructor Bio
My undergraduate degree was in biology and secondary education from Knox College. My first four years of teaching were
in rural districts in Illinois where I taught a variety of HS life science classes. I returned to my home state of Iowa in 2003 to
teach biology at Linn-Mar High School and have been here since. I have previously taught Bioethics and Human Anatomy.
Currently I teach General Biology, AP Biology and Biotechnical Engineering (PLTW). I earned my Masters of Art in Science
Education in 2009. 
 
I teach this course because...
I have participated in a number of workshops, teacher externships, and research projects over the years. I have learned
from my various experiences that what is important is not having all the answers to any question, but rather being able to
find the answer to all of your questions. I’d like to try to share that perspective with young, growing minds and engage their
interest in science. 
 

 
Exploring Geometry 



Exploring Geometry 
June:CK1208   July:CK5208   Stem:

  Course Description 
A review of middle- and high school geometry topics, with an emphasis on problem solving and exploration. Course topics,
guided by Iowa Core standards, will include basic vocabulary, historical context, and major tenets such as logic, area and
volume, polygons, and geometric transformations. Open-ended questions and daily hands-on activities show that geometry
can be fun! 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math 

Summary of Activities
Students will make a right triangle with a rope, verify the Pythagorean Theorem with paper and scissors, bisect angles and
segments with a compass and straightedge, create a rosette with compass and straightedge that will be added to a
community mural, use the midpoint and distance formulas, derive a rule for networks and see the connection to optimizing
delivery routes. They will also create a tessellation, compare two pizza deals using the concept of area, and finally they will
create an animation on the Geometer’s Sketchpad that teaches regular polygons. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
• Each student will be able to find the midpoint of, and distance between two points. • Each student will be able to create a
right triangle given a length of rope. • Each student will be able to determine whether a route is a Euler Path or a Euler
Circuit. • Each student will be able to copy and bisect a segment and angle using only a compass and straightedge. • Each
student will be able to create an animation using Geometer’s Sketchpad software including regular polygons of sides 3 - 8. 
 
Instructor Name: Alex Neff 
 
Instructor Bio
I have been a math teacher continuously since 1999. Teaching is a second career for me;;; I was an appliance repairman
from 1979 until my first daughter was born in 1993, spurring my return to college. I graduated magna cum laude in
mathematics with an emphasis on secondary education, and was awarded San Diego State University’s "most promising
teacher" award. After teaching for two years in a California middle school, I moved my young family to Iowa in 2001. I have
taught in small rural schools and in large urban schools and have taught all levels and subjects in secondary math. In 2018
I earned my master’s degree in Effective Teaching through Mt. Mercy University. After an eleven year hitch with CRCSD, I
left for Linn-Mar HS this school year. 
 
I teach this course because...
My favorite experience as a teacher so far has been working with the bright ninth-graders in Kennedy’s challenging
advanced geometry course. I understand this age group and the intellectual level of students (very high when motivated!)
and have a playful way of engaging them to think about advanced topics, keeping learning goals in sight, and having fun
getting there. 
 

 
Field Biology 



Field Biology 
June:CK1122   July:CK5122   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
This course is a unique opportunity to investigate nearby Indian Creek in Cedar Rapids/Marion as field biologists. We will
travel from Coe by bus most days to collect a wide variety of data at various locations on Indian Creek. Data collected will
include water quality testing, identification of aquatic species, population of aquatic species found, depth of various pools,
and levels of siltation. Please dress to be outside and plan to be in knee deep water. Water shoes will be beneficial. 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math 

Summary of Activities
Students will get to be scientists. Collecting their own data. Coming to their own conclusions. They will be in an ever
changing real world lab. We will collect and document specimens, test water, and use other measures to make some
conclusions about the health of a local stream. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Identify rarely seen aquatic species. 2. Collect and anaylze a variety of data of the stream ecosystem 3. Identify the
health of the stream by using several different parameters 
 
Instructor Name: Dave Stolley 
 
Instructor Bio
I am a 7th grade science teacher at Harding Middle school in Cedar Rapids. This is my 31st year of teaching middle school
science, 22 of those in Cedar Rapids I received my BA from UNI and my MA from Coe. I am a believer that learning is best
done by doing and experiencing. 
 
I teach this course because...
I am excited about teaching this course because it epitomizes what College For Kids is to me. It is the opportunity to teach
and learn things that we cannot do in a typical classroom. It combines real world investigation, with life science and being
outside. All things I cherish put together!!! 
 

 
Forensic Science 



Forensic Science 
June:   July:   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Learn the hands-on techniques that a forensic scientist would use at a crime scene or in the laboratory. Using these tools
and techniques, critically investigate a mock crime scene on campus to determine the cause of the incident. These theories
and methods can be expanded upon and help explain scientific thoughts in other classes throughout your academic career. 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math
Special Interest 

Summary of Activities
We highlight dental and medical Forensics, fingerprint analyses, DNA and blood typing analysis using simulated blood, fiber
analysis, entomology evaluation and life cycle identification, hair analysis, ink analysis, drug analysis and identification,
blood splatter and other crime scene evaluation and critical analyses. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Utilize critical thinking skills to solve a crime scene. 2. Better understand how many different scientific fields of study are
interdisciplinary...they build upon each other. 3. Use hands-on activities to better understand everyday science 4. Learn
skills needed to become informed consumers and citizens (even if you don’t enter a scientific career). 
 
Instructor Name: 
 
Instructor Bio
Cindy spent 13 years as a Research Technician in a medical research laboratory at the University of Iowa and 18 years as
the Biology Laboratory Preparator at Coe College Susan spent 16 years as a Medical Technologist in a hospital laboratory
and 22 years as Science Teaching Associate in Chemistry at Coe College. 
 
I teach this course because...
We feel that science is very engaging and stimulating to students and we want to share this with students. Science in our
school curriculum is very important to all students. The more we can encourage exploration and excitement in the sciences
the better our children are educated for life. This course will involve critical thinking skills. These skills will prepare them to
become informed consumers and citizens even if they don’t enter a scientific career. 
 

 
Forming Ceramic and Fabric Figures 



Forming Ceramic and Fabric Figures 
June:CK1865   July:CK5865   Stem:

  Course Description 
Design and create your own action figure, animal or doll using clay and fabric. From the planning process, to the forming
and decorating - you get to decide every detail and take home your creations. 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts 

Summary of Activities
Each student will create two figures (one of fabric and one of clay) start to finish in this class. They will design and sculpt
everything from the form to the accessories. Last year, the students really preferred creating two figures, one in each
medium instead of one combined figure.This year we will be starting with this idea to better plan and increase work time. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Learn and implement design/proportion principals. 2. Learn basic hand forming techniques with clay. 3. Learn hand
sewing basics and how to create small simple patterns. 
 
Instructor Name: Amythest Warrington 
 
Instructor Bio
I graduated from UNI with a Bachelors of Fine Arts degree emphasizing in Ceramics (minor in Jewelry/Metals and Art
History). I have been a resident artist and the Interim Director of the Ceramics Center. Currently I am working on my Art
Entrepreneurship Certificate at the University of Iowa while creating my artwork. 
 
I teach this course because...
This coarse will teach skills useful beyond creating a "doll" in a fun and expressive way. I recently read 7 out of 10 young
adults cannot sew on a button but after this class each participant will know how! "Dolls" are also a great way to deal with
stress and fear while fostering an imagination. I think the process of creating ones own doll will be liberating for the students
giving them an opportunity to define what is beautiful or ideal. 
 

 
French: Language & Culture of France & Francophone Countries 



French: Language & Culture of France & Francophone Countries 
June:CK1603   July:CK5603   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
"Vive la différence!" Learn basic French vocabulary including greetings, numbers, food, weather, family and pets. Share real
life information, do skits with classmates and learn familiar songs! Students will also research one of the 50 francophone
countries or part of countries and present to the class. ***Food Allergy Alert*** (Food is potentially part of this class. Please
indicate if your child has a food allergy on the registration form.) 
 
Course Listing 

World Languages 

Summary of Activities
Starting on the first day, students will practice basic vocabulary and will be expected to review it at home in order to
memorize it. Then, each following day, they will do partner work, and soon prepare skits depicting "real life situations", such
as meeting new people, buying food at the market, talking about weather, family and pets, etc. We will learn some familiar
songs. Students will research a French speaking country or region, and present it on a poster to share with their class. On
"International day", the World Language teachers will bring food from their country to share with all the World Language
students. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Listen, repeat and memorize basic vocabulary 2. Practice vocabulary by doing skits with their classmates 3. Learn about
French history and the French settlers in America 4. Learn about French speaking countries in Africa, America and Asia 5.
Enjoy learning another language and develop the ability to function in a diverse community and, soon, the world market. 
 
Instructor Name: Thérèse Guédon 
 
Instructor Bio
I am now retired after teaching French and Spanish for many years at West High School in Iowa City. Before this, I taught in
the Foreign Language in Elementary School program (FLES). I am a French native and have been teaching for more than
40 years. I enjoy teaching my language and sharing my culture with both children and adults. 
 
I teach this course because...
I love to teach French to C4K students, they are motivated and enjoy a hands-on approach, ideal for learning another
language quickly! Learning another language involves much more than memorizing words and being able to say a few
sentences. Students will also learn about cultures other than their own, and be able to compare and contrast them. This in
turn will help them acquire a broader understanding of the inter-related world of the 21st Century. 
 

 
Genetics 



Genetics 
June:CK1107   July:CK5107   Stem:

  Course Description 
Explore the basics of human genetics by learning about DNA, inheritance of traits, and discovering genetic diseases. We will
use models and hands-on activities to understand concepts. The two weeks will conclude with a culminating project about
diseases. 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math 

Summary of Activities
Week 1: Perform a traits survey, model Gregor Mendel’s experiments, complete basic Punnett squares, use probability to
determine traits of a family, build a bug based on genetic traits of parents, and extract DNA from cheek cells. Week 2: Use
blood tests to identify criminals, look at traits determined by both genetics and environment, complete a WebQuest about
diseases, research a genetic disease and report your findings. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Extract DNA from human cheek cells. 2. Use models to show inheritance of genetic traits 3. Explain how DNA is used to
track diseases 4. Determine the causes and consequences of different genetic diseases 
 
Instructor Name: Jen Horton 
 
Instructor Bio
My name is Jen Horton. I have been teaching science for 20 years. I currently teach Biology and Earth Science at John F.
Kennedy High School in Cedar Rapids. I live in Cedar Rapids with my husband and three kids. I enjoy reading, outdoor
activities, and travelling with my family. 
 
I teach this course because...
Genetics is an area of biology that fascinates students. They often have excellent questions and a natural curiosity about
the topic. Through hands-on activities, they can better understand their own traits. 
 

 
GIS Mapping: You’re So Spatial! 



GIS Mapping: You’re So Spatial! 
June:   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
When you look at space, you see patterns! Investigate a geographic issue and look at current and potential issues/conflicts
geography can create based on population, migration, culture (language, religion, ethnicity), political boundaries and
development (wealth). This is not about memorization of maps, rather, creating layers of maps to explore the geography of a
place. Expand your perspective! 
 
Course Listing 

Social Studies and History 

Summary of Activities
Students will begin their exploration by looking at demographic information of a place, making predictions of how the
population can impact conflict. Students will then take the demographics to create a population pyramid and draw
conclusions of how the population reflects culture. Students will then look at cultural landscape [material character, natural
features, tangible objects, human structures] and how it reflects the values of a place and can impact movement/migration.
From there, students will see how when layering all this information together, they can discover potential or current political,
cultural and economic issues. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Students will participate in daily discussions [use of depth of thinking rubric]. 2. Students will create GIS maps to show
how the issues and data they are evaluating can impact a place 3. Students will participate in a presentation and evaluation
of their map and geographic issue on the last day. 4. Students will ask the questions every day: why there? why care? 
 
Instructor Name: 
 
Instructor Bio
Melissa Feilmeier-Marzen is an AP Human Geography instructor at John F. Kennedy High School in Cedar Rapids. 
 
I teach this course because...
This is a course I wanted to teach at C4K because I thought it would expand the view of the global world for students. My
motivation is seeing how limited the views of American children are in seeing the rest of the world, and thought I would offer
this class to expand their perspectives of the globe. 
 

 
Graphic Design 



Graphic Design 
June:   July:CK5403   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
This hands-on class is an opportunity to get creative with Photoshop and Illustrator software. Enhance your visual literacy by
learning how to manipulate images and get professional results. Experience 2D and 3D design techniques and get a taste
of what the career of a graphic designer is like! 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math
The Arts
Special Interest 

Summary of Activities
Shoot digital photographs, download images into computers, use graphics software, print images and prepare a portfolio. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Take a design concept from the idea stage to completed print-out by using appropriate graphics software. 2. Create a
portfolio of finished design projects. 3. Use a digital camera to capture images for creative manipulation. 4. Understand and
explain a variety of graphics tools, palettes, filters, and processes that are involved in producing graphic designs. 
 
Instructor Name: Barb Shultz 
 
Instructor Bio
I started my teaching career in Omaha and then moved to Cedar Rapids to get married and teach in Iowa. I have taught
Digital Imaging, Illustrator, Computer Graphics, Drawing, Art Appreciation, and AP Art History at Marion High School and
currently teach Art Appreciation and Art History at Kirkwood Community College. 
 
I teach this course because...
Visual communication and self-expression are passions of mine and I enjoy sharing that enthusiasm with students. The
graphics field is an ever-evolving endeavor so I enjoy the challenge of staying current with the software and techniques
coming out. Students have a natural curiosity and willingness to try new things so this class is a perfect fit for most students.
I foster an environment where it is safe to try new and creative ideas and gain confidence in new abilities. 
 

 
Hamilton - Who Lives, Who Dies, Who Tells Your Story 



Hamilton - Who Lives, Who Dies, Who Tells Your Story 
June:CK1324   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
How would you want the world to learn YOUR story? In the hit musical "Hamilton" that revolutionized how stories are told on
Broadway, history and hip-hop combine to tell the gripping and tragic tale of one of America’s most influential founding
fathers. Learn what inspired the writer, Lin-Manuel Miranda, to write about Hamilton in his own unique way while using your
creativity to develop a musical scene or piece of art about a personal life experience or that of an historical figure in whom
you are interested. 
 
Course Listing 

Literature and Writing
Social Studies and History
The Arts 

Summary of Activities
This is a project-based course. Students will first learn about Alexander Hamilton as an American historical figure through
primary source activities, discussion, and film. They will then learn about the musical, "Hamilton," its creator, and explore
the musical and lyrical elements of the show through reading about, watching, and listening to the musical. Students will
work to create projects in which they will create a musical scene, a piece of art, or another creative project depicting a
personal experience or experience of an historical figure. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Analyze primary and secondary sources 2. Synthesize events and developments from the past with the present in order
to make connections those events and developments to their experiences today 3. Create a final product that demonstrates
their use of historical thinking skills and creativity to tell a story. 
 
Instructor Name: Mackenzie Kaspar 
 
Instructor Bio
I currently teach AP Language and Composition, LA 10, and LA 9 at Kennedy High School in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. I
graduated from the University of Iowa with my BA in 2011, and my MA in 2017. 
 
I teach this course because...
I love American history, storytelling, and musical theater. Lin-Manuel Miranda brilliantly combines all three in his exploration
of Alexander Hamilton. More than that, he created a masterpiece that not only illuminates American history, but asks the
audience to explore their own stories. If even a few students will be inspired by Miranda and their work in this course, we
may have even more unconventional musical masterpieces to look forward to in the future. 
 

 
Handmade Paper and Books 



Handmade Paper and Books 
June:   July:CK5806   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Learn many creative ways to produce decorative papers and a variety of hand-bound books from scratch in this messy and
hands-on class. Professional marbling pigments, inks, paints and drawing materials will be used to create unique sheets of
paper. Final projects will incorporate unique decorative designs in the creation of books, journals and ledgers. 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts 

Summary of Activities
Students will spend the majority of the class on creating paper and books. They will also study the history of paper and book
making with a group activity to follow. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Learn techniques to make and decorate paper in several different artistic styles. 2. Make at least six different styles of
books. 3. Learn creative ideas on how to fill the pages of books, journals and ledgers. 
 
Instructor Name: Katrina Martin 
 
Instructor Bio
My name is Katrina Martin. I graduated from the University of Iowa. My degree is a Bachelors of Fine Arts with an emphasis
in ceramics, a minor in business and teaching certificate in art. I currently live and work in Marion, Iowa as a third and
fourth grade art teacher during the school year and teach at College for Kids in the summer. 
 
I teach this course because...
I love creating books and journals. There are endless ways to fold paper and bind paper together to make a book. Each
handmade book is unique in some way. Students will feel accomplishment from creating something from almost nothing and
learn new ways to create artwork. 
 

 
Harry Potter and Me: Fiction, Fear & the Familiar 



Harry Potter and Me: Fiction, Fear & the Familiar 
June:   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
Riddikulus! Analyze the story and themes of Harry Potter through a researcher’s lense. What does a boggart say about the
human condition and fear? What are the historical lessons to be learned? What are the personal connections to be made
between the themes of Harry Potter and our everyday lives? Join us! Afterall...what is life without a little risk? 
 
Course Listing 

Literature and Writing 

Summary of Activities
We will look at scenes from several of the stories and movies that have to deal with Boggarts. Students will then discuss
what does each character’s different idea of fear says about the human condition. Students will then write a short essay
comparing and/or contrasting what their own personal boggart would be. The essay process will include editing, peer review,
revision, and presenting. We will then explore historical contexts found in the stories. This will vary from real-life characters,
the use of Latin in spells, monsters and magical creatures, potions, and herbology. Students will pick an aspect to do further
research on, write a bibliography, and create a poster or presentation. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Each student will be able to identify critical details in the text and apply them in literary analysis to develop new insights or
ideas. Each student will be able to build connections between fictional events and the reality of their own lives. Each student
will be able to conduct research using reputable sources. Each student will be able to practice different stages of the writing
process: brainstorming, focusing on a topic, and making connections between fiction and real world. 
 
Instructor Name: 
 
Instructor Bio
I am a 2013 graduate of the University of Northern Iowa with a degree in Communication and Theatre Arts Teaching with a
minor in English Teaching. I was a substitute teacher during the 2013-2014 school year in Waterloo, IA and had two
long-term subbing positions in a 7th grade literacy position, and a K-2nd grade special education position. In the summer of
2014 I was hired for the Marion Independent School district teaching both 8th and 9th graders. For the first two years, I
travelled between the middle and high school teaching 8th and 9th grade students, and now I just have 8th grade students. 
 
I teach this course because...
The story of Harry Potter is something that I am passionate about, and not just as a fan (though I am one). I think there are
infinite amounts of life lessons that can be taught: the battle of light and darkness in each of us, and making the "choice
between what is right, and what is easy." Students at the TAG level, who have an interest in the stories, will hopefully find
as much fun in the course as I have had in writing a proposal for it. 
 

 
Historical Clay 



Historical Clay 
June:   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
Get ready to explore the history of clay. Don’t worry, you will still get your hands dirty building some of history’s most
fascinating objects with the same hand building techniques used to create the originals - and some of your own imagination. 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts 

Summary of Activities
Research, discussion/presentation, recreating and finally creating a personal/group object. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Basic clay terms. 2. Basic hand building techniques (coils, slab and pinch pots) 3. Name and discuss 3 historical pieces
of ceramic art and the importance of each. 
 
Instructor Name: 
 
Instructor Bio
I graduated from UNI with a Bachelors of Fine Arts degree emphasizing in Ceramics (minor in Jewelry/Metals and Art
History). I have been a resident artist and the Interim Director of the Ceramics Center. Currently I am working on my Art
Entrepreneurship Certificate at the University of Iowa while creating my artwork. 
 
I teach this course because...
Ceramics have a rich history that is directly linked to our survival as a species and some of the first forms of art. As a
medium it is accessible to people from all walks of life. 
 

 
Improvisation 



Improvisation 
June:CK1850   July:CK5850   Stem:

  Course Description 
And...action! Experience the power of play through acting and improvisation exercises. Use various exercises that
encourage trust, communication, agreement, active listening, and character. And...scene! 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts
Special Interest 

Summary of Activities
The class will be based on various exercises based around communication, trust and active listening. A majority of the class
will be problem based learning because students will be placed in situations and have to decide what the next step or best
option would be either for themselves or their character. Students will be given short scripts and monologues to examine
and work on character development dealing with motivation. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Students will become more comfortable with public speaking through trust exercises with other class members. Students will
listen and read for details, and improve comprehensibility in speaking and writing, for the purpose of communicating.
Students will learn how to think critically in order to successfully participate in dramatic impromptu improvisations. 
 
Instructor Name: Barb Sullivan 
 
Instructor Bio
My name is Barb Sullivan and I have been teaching for 15 years. I have taught 4th grade to seniors in high school and I
currently teach 7th and 8th grade Language Arts at Taft Middle School. I received my undergraduate degree in Elementary
Education with emphasis in Reading and Language Arts. I received my masters degree from Coe College in the Arts of
Teaching with emphasis in middle school. I am currently in the process of becoming a Nationally Board Certified Teacher. 
 
I teach this course because...
I have always had a passion for theater and started my college career as a theater education major. I drifted away from this
after examining the career possibilities, but have continued to love the theater. I have not been in a school that needed
more help in the theater or speech departments, so I am excited to get to put this love into practice. 
 

 
Interpreting History through The Diary of Anne Frank 



Interpreting History through The Diary of Anne Frank 
June:   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
One of the most tragic and interesting time periods of modern culture is the Holocaust during World War II. Explore the
background and rise of Nazi power, with a reading of Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett’s play adaption of The Diary of
Anne Frank. Reflect on the themes and lessons of the times. 
 
Course Listing 

Literature and Writing
Social Studies and History
Special Interest 

Summary of Activities
Students will take a virtual tour of Auschwitz-Birkenau and journal about what images impacted them the most. Students will
research a given Holocaust topic using reputable sources, and present their findings to their class. Students will read the
play, The Diary of Anne Frank, inside and outside of class, and be able to interpret and act out a scene from the play. If
time, students will also research a victim or survivor of the Holocaust, and write a 5-10 page imagined narrative of what their
experience would have been. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Each student will be able to describe how the Nazis were able to come to power in Germany. Each student will be able to
explain how Nazi hatred of Jews led to the construction of death camps, concentration camps, and slave labor camps. Each
student will be able to engage in small group and/or class discussions being prepared, and listening and responding
appropriately. Each student will be able to conduct online research to discover more about a given Holocaust topic. Each
student be able to write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant
descriptive details, and well–structured event sequences. (W.6.3-8.3) 
 
Instructor Name: 
 
Instructor Bio
I am a 2013 graduate of the University of Northern Iowa with a degree in Communication and Theatre Arts Teaching with a
minor in English Teaching. I was a substitute teacher during the 2013-2014 school year in Waterloo, IA and had two
long-term subbing positions in a 7th grade literacy position, and a K-2nd grade special education position. In the summer of
2014 I was hired for the Marion Independent School district teaching both 8th and 9th graders. For the first two years, I
travelled between the middle and high school teaching 8th and 9th grade students;;;;;;; now I just have 8th grade students.
What I miss the most about teaching 9th grade students is the Holocaust unit I would teach in the English IB course.
Students would receive background in the Holocaust, and then read Elie Wiesel’s novel, Night. I feel that students have a
huge interest in that time period, and become very engaged in classroom discussion, and figuring out the “how and why”
this happened. 
 
I teach this course because...
Working with students who want to be there, and are not required, have such a different outlook on their education. I find
that it makes teaching more enjoyable, and I find myself becoming more passionate about the purpose of teaching. I would
feel lucky to be able to work with students at this level. 
 

 
Intro to Ballet 



Intro to Ballet 
June:   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
Wake up with ballet! In this early bird class, students will learn the basic technique and practices of ballet. They’ll also learn
the history and evolution of ballet through the centuries! 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts
Special Interest 

Summary of Activities
The class will begin with studies into the history and origin of ballet. Once they’ve gained that understanding, we will begin
with dancing! First with basic movements at the barre, then moving to Center and phrase work. This class will be
project-based. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
-Explain the origin of ballet -Perform a basic ballet barre -Recall ballet terminology and movements 
 
Instructor Name: Miranda Beyer 
 
Instructor Bio
Miranda Bushaw Beyer has been sharing dance and movement with students for twelve years. She received her BA in
Theatre/Dance from Luther College in Decorah, IA, and has participated in workshops throughout the country. Miranda
owns her own dance studio, Fusion DanceWorks, in Edgewood, Iowa. She also stays busy with dance residencies and
free-lance choreography work. 
 
I teach this course because...
Ballet is a terrific study in dance and discipline. As I’ve taught intro to dance the past couple of years, there is interest for
another dance offering. And intro to DANCE is too much material for an early bird, so this topic will be much more
appropriate. 
 

 
Intro to Dance 



Intro to Dance 
June:   July:CK5857   Stem:

  Course Description 
Get ready to dance! Ballet, Jazz, and Hip-hop...we’ll learn both technique and choreography! No experience necessary, but
come dressed comfortably and ready to move! 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts
Special Interest 

Summary of Activities
During week 1, students will begin with a survey course of the various styles. During week 2, students will create a dance
piece, utilizing the various styles, for performance. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
-Perform a standard barre work -Perform across the floor combinations -Dance in groups and alone at center -Recognize
styles of dance. 
 
Instructor Name: Miranda Beyer 
 
Instructor Bio
Miranda Bushaw Beyer has been sharing dance and movement with students for twelve years. She received her BA in
Theatre/Dance from Luther College in Decorah, IA, and has participated in workshops throughout the country. Miranda
owns her own dance studio, Fusion DanceWorks, in Edgewood, Iowa. She also stays busy with dance residencies and
free-lance choreography work. 
 
I teach this course because...
Dance is my favorite activity. As much as I enjoy dancing myself, I love sharing it with students and watching them learn and
discover their own abilities. I’m excited to bring that to College 4 Kids! 
 

 
Intro to German 



Intro to German 
June:CK1604   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
This course is a fun introduction to the German language and culture. Most of the class time is spent working on
introductory conversational skills and includes the following topics: pronunciation and spelling, introductions, family,
numbers, telling time, colors, body parts, clothing, meals, and facts about German speaking countries. One day will include
participating in a multicultural food tasting festival with students from other World Language courses. Most of the classes
are conducted in German and allow the students to learn vocabulary in a natural and fun way through conversation and
games. ***Food Allergy Alert*** (Food is potentially part of this class. Please indicate if your child has a food allergy on the
registration form.) 
 
Course Listing 

World Languages 

Summary of Activities
I have lesson plans for each day of this 10 day session. (Available upon request!) 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Students will be able to greet one another and introduce themselves in German. Students will be able to tell where they live
and ask where others live in German. Students will be able to describe their family in German Students will be able to
describe themselves and others’ physical appearance in German. Students will be able to tell facts about Germany and
aspects of it’s culture in English. 
 
Instructor Name: Diana Ross 
 
Instructor Bio
I taught German in Cedar Rapids for over 30 years, starting at Harding Junior High in 1979. Kennedy High School was my
home for 10 years, where I taught German 1 through AP German. I retired from full-time teaching in 2016, but continue to
use my German as a substitute and as a dual language poet. During my college career I studied for a year in Germany and
have travelled multiple times with students through Germany, Austria, and Switzerland. 
 
I teach this course because...
I love the experience of the "immersion crash course" and the enthusiastic response of students who are discovering
German for the first time. 
 

 
Introduction to Printmaking 



Introduction to Printmaking 
June:CK1872   July:CK5872   Stem:

  Course Description 
Make original monoprints, engravings and screen prints. Explore the art of printmaking with a variety of materials and
techniques. 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts 

Summary of Activities
Students will be given an overview of the history of Printmaking and will be shown work by famous artists who have worked
in that medium. Students will learn 3 different printmaking techniques. Students will participate in a final public showing of
their work. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Students will learn how to make monoprints. 2. Students will learn how to make intaglio prints. 3. Students will learn how
to make screen prints. 
 
Instructor Name: Jim Jacobmeyer 
 
Instructor Bio
45 years of teaching Art, K-College. 
 
I teach this course because...
As an Art Educator, I have always been interested in printmaking techniques. 
 

 
Introductory Algebra 



Introductory Algebra 
June:CK1201   July:CK5201   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Join us for an introduction to algebra. We will review the order of operations, positive and negative number operations,
number properties, inverse operations and transformations. Learn to solve basic equations. Graphing equations will
reinforce the algebra-geometry relationship. 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math 

Summary of Activities
During this course there will be board work and worksheets. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Solve basic equations. 2. Graph equations of lines using ordered pairs. 3. Demonstrate the algebra-geometry relationship. 
 
Instructor Name: Darrell Ferreter 
 
Instructor Bio
I have a BA & MA in math from U of Iowa. I taught M.S. and H.S. math in Mt. Vernon for 32 years. This included both
Algebra I & II and every math course from grades 6 - 12. I developed and taught the Talented and Gifted program for math.
I was the MATHCOUNTS coach for 20 years. 
 
I teach this course because...
I like teaching algebra. The students have studied arithmetic for years and are now ready for algebra. 
 

 
Japanese 



Japanese 
June:CK1606   July:CK5606   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Japanese is an extraordinary language that is artistic, challenging, and melodic. You will learn basic phrases, how to
introduce yourself, numbers, colors, and gain an introduction to the three scripts. Culture is an important aspect to Japan, so
you’ll also learn origami, watch anime, and learn honorable customs. ***Food Allergy Alert*** (Food is potentially part of this
class. Please indicate if your child has a food allergy on the registration form.) 
 
Course Listing 

World Languages 

Summary of Activities
My class is very interactive and engaging. In addition to the activities described in the course description, we will participate
in quizzes (in an interactive, game show-like format), instructional videos, online games, a calligraphy day, and a language
fair that involves interactions with the other language students where we share knowledge of our cultures, vocabulary, and
cuisine. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. count to 20 and beyond 2. write your name in Japanese 3. give a polite personal introduction 4. learn important basic
phrases 
 
Instructor Name: Kortnee Stewart 
 
Instructor Bio
I am not a teacher by trade - but I am a devoted language student and traveller. I studied Japanese for four years in high
school, and received a scholarship to be a foreign exchange student in Japan for the summer of my junior year. I studied
two more years at Coe, and also attended a program at an art school in Tokyo to learn how to draw manga. My mother is a
middle school teacher at Wilson, and encouraged me to develop an after-school program to teach the basics of Japanese to
a few of her shy, artistic students. The program became very popular, and one of my students started high school in a
second year Japanese class. This is my one of my proudest accomplishments - so is the fact that this is my eleventh year at
College for Kids. The language and culture of Japan are exciting to me - and I’m so thrilled to share this language with your
children. What do I do with the rest of my time? I work in the wine industry, and I’m a pastry chef - I also went to culinary
school. There is a distinct posibillity that I will roll sushi in class. I privately tutor Japanese. I have traveled to and around
China several times, lived in Cambridge and London, England. I’ve visited Wales, France, Scotland and Iceland. I love to
read, write, bake, draw, and spend time with my friends, family, and dogs. 
 
I teach this course because...
I will be the first to admit that Japanese is a little difficult to learn. It is a triumph when you realize you understand linguistic
concepts that seemed so overwhelming at first. If you learn this very cool language, you will gain some confidence you
didn’t know you had. 
 

 
JavaScript Games 



JavaScript Games 
June:   July:CK5411   Stem:

  Course Description 
Learn basic programming using the JavaScript language, then use that to jump into some graphical 2D game programming
using the Phaser framework. This is a challenging course, so you probably want a bit of prior programming experience (prior
experience could be in any language). 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math 

Summary of Activities
The class will use Cloud9 as the main development environment, and we will create several small code projects and one
larger game project. The problems will start small and specific and become more open ended. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Write simple JavaScript code. Use online resources and examples to create more advanced code. Debug and improve
JavaScript code. 
 
Instructor Name: Dan Niemitalo 
 
Instructor Bio
I have been teaching computer science since 2015. I have dabbled in many programming languages since middle school,
and occasionally I have been able to use programming for professional uses. 
 
I teach this course because...
Programming is fun for me to do myself and also very satisfying to teach. Computer Science offers students challenging
project work, and a teacher has opportunities to keep things open ended enough to make it work for students who have
different levels of ability and experience and different interests and strengths. Computer Science is challenging and
frustrating but also very rewarding, and it can open up some doors for students. 
 

 
Kinesiology - The Science of Movement 



Kinesiology - The Science of Movement 
June:   July:CK5841   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
You are moving ALL of the time. How does your body do that? This is the place to find out! Discover the anatomy,
physiology, and kinesiology of your body, including bones, bony landmarks and major muscle groups. Be prepared to spend
time in and out of the classroom learning and exploring various activities and sports! Let’s get moving! 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math
The Arts
Special Interest
Other:Science 

Summary of Activities
We will spend much classroom time studying the skeleton and anatomical atlases. They will see the inner-working of their
bodies. They will take that understanding into various activities. We will practice yoga, football, running, dance, and even
"lounging." They will work toward understanding how their bodies move and the effects of that movement. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
-Name major bones and bony landmarks. -Name major muscle groups of the body. -Complete a variety of movement
activites. 
 
Instructor Name: Miranda Beyer 
 
Instructor Bio
Miranda Bushaw Beyer has been sharing dance and movement with students for twelve years. She received her BA in
Theatre/Dance from Luther College in Decorah, IA, and has participated in workshops throughout the country. Miranda
owns her own dance studio, Fusion DanceWorks, in Edgewood, Iowa. She also stays busy with dance residencies and
free-lance choreography work. 
 
I teach this course because...
My undergraduate research was involved in applying anatomical focus to ballet and jazz, so I am very passionate about
students understanding HOW their movement comes about, not just copying a teacher. And students love to be active
in-and-out of doors, so I trust the activity level of this course will be appealing! 
 

 
Kung Fu & the Art of Self Defense: The Ancient Practice of Tai Chi 



Kung Fu & the Art of Self Defense: The Ancient Practice of Tai Chi 
June:CK1503   July:CK5503   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Fans of "Kung Fu Panda"...come and learn the lessons that Po teaches in the movie. Behind the graceful movements of Tai
Chi Chuan is a hidden world of Kung Fu Martial Arts. Explore the history and health benefits of the national exercise of
China. Learn martial art postures and the Eastern concepts of Taoism, balance, harmony and self-discipline. Discover the
power of your mysterious internal energy (chi). As a practitioner of Tai Chi you will learn that behind the gentle movements is
an art of self-defense. Discover the peaceful warrior within you. 
 
Course Listing 

Social Studies and History
Special Interest 

Summary of Activities
Students will be up and moving in this class. This is an active class as you learn the physical postures of the Tai Chi moves,
and self-defense tactics. All activities are closely supervised and detailed instructions are provided to make sure students
are safe and respectful to fellow students. Students will be engaged in hand to hand self-defense techniques with their
fellow students. Class discussion of the book "Tao of Pooh" 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. learn a portion of the Tai Chi form, the National Exercise of China. 2. learn meditation and breathing exercises. 3. learn
self-defense applications of Kung Fu postures. 4. learn how to be street smart with Self-defense techniques from
JustYellFire.com 5. learn how to tap into his/her internal energy "Chi" 6. learn the Eastern philosophy of Taoism and
balance, and harmony 
 
Instructor Name: Jeff Schmatt 
 
Instructor Bio
Instructor Jeff Schmatt has been teaching at College for Kids since 1995;;;;;;; he has been a Kung Fu martial artists
practitioner for over 25 years. He is Iowa’s only certified JustYellFire.com women’s self-defense trainer. A live long native of
Linn County attended Linn-Mar, Mount Mercy, and now resides in Mount Vernon. A very active community volunteers with
the Cedar Rapids Thursday Noon Optimist Clubs, and is a Big Brother in the Big Brothers Big Sisters program. He is an
entrepreneur and professional photographer as his main career, and he loves making time each summer to teach the
secrets hidden within Tai Chi Chuan to our students. 
 
I teach this course because...
I love teaching Tai Chi and helping people young and old find the hidden Kung Fu techniques, but also the hidden power
that lies within all of us. I am passionate about teaching young people how to be "street smart" in today’s world and give
them practical self-defense techniques that can work for anyone. Helping people learn about balance in their physical
bodies and applying those lesson into his/her daily life. My goal is everyone walks away feeling better about themselves by
trying something new and unique by studying the ancient art of Tai Chi. 
 

 
Learn to Draw Anime Characters! 



Learn to Draw Anime Characters! 
June:CK1867   July:CK5867   Stem:

  Course Description 
Become an anime artist! Learn step-by-step techniques on how to draw male, female, gender fluid, and Kemonomimi anime
characters. You will choose from all the things you’ve learned that are of interest to you to use in the creation of your very
own OC! 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts 

Summary of Activities
I will start right away with having the students show me what they know through sketches. I will then start drawing the basics
of the different genders in anime art. We will create the basic outline body shapes of each character, and then practice
various poses. This will start with an I do we do you do practice technique. At the end of each day the students will have
independent studio time to work on the parts of the tutorial that were challenging for them. I will be circulating around
offering feedback. The first week will be structured in this way. During the second week, students will be predominantly
working on creating their own OC, or multiple OC’s depending on ability level during a structured studio time. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Students will learn how to draw anime characters, and learn more about their own personal artistic style. They will develop
their drawing capabilities by practicing these techniques in a structured environment, utilizing their favorite anime characters
as their subject matter to practice. At the end of this course, they will have their OG’s created with a detailed back story. 
 
Instructor Name: Alex Carls 
 
Instructor Bio
I have been teaching at Springville CSD for 6 years now! I graduated from Wartburg College in 2012 with a double
Bachelors degree in Art Education and Art. At Springville, I am pretty lucky, and get to hang out with amazing students and
create art all day! I have to say, middle school is my JAM. 
 
I teach this course because...
I am an art teacher! It is my passion in life, and I am excited at the opportunity to interview for the position to continue
teaching art during the summer. I welcome a change of pace to my educational career and am always looking for ways to
develop myself professionally and further my artistic skill set. Plus, middle school is my FAVORITE! 
 

 
Mandala Making 



Mandala Making 
June:   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
Students will learn about the cultural significance of mandalas and create their own mandalas using a variety of materials
from watercolor to metal. 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts 

Summary of Activities
Using both a project based approach and problem solving students will design their own unique mandala design using a
basic understanding of symmetry and radials. Whether drawing them freehand or tooling their design into metal, the
participants will leave class with a variety of personalized mandala designs. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes

 
Instructor Name: 
 
Instructor Bio
Kim has returned from California after teaching Art at an elementary school the last several years to teach College for Kids.
She taught for Cedar Rapids Schools for over 35 years prior to her California adventure. She really enjoys working with the
College for Kids students. 
 
I teach this course because...
My passion has always been Art- both in making it and teaching it. This course is a perfect balance between designing,
problem solving and the hands on approach to creating Art. 
 

 
Math Competition Problems and Practice 



Math Competition Problems and Practice 
June:   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
The more you practice, the better you become! In this class you will learn how to solve problems encountered in math
contests by using actual problems from past contests. This is a great way to increase your understanding of mathematics! 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math 

Summary of Activities
I will read actual problems from past contest manuals. The student must understand the problem, choose a strategy to
solve it, solve the problem and check their work. I let the students work a while on their own. If they are stuck, I will offer
advice until they get the solution. Then I want the students to explain their solution(s) to the class. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1) solve problems in different areas of mathematics included in the contests. 2) work alone or in a team as they would in a
contest. 3) break down more complex problems into smaller problems. 
 
Instructor Name: Darrell Ferreter 
 
Instructor Bio
I have a BA & MA in math from U of Iowa. I taught M.S. and H.S. math in Mt. Vernon for 32 years. I taught every math
course from grades 6 - 12. I developed and taught the middle school math Talented and Gifted program. I coached
MATHCOUNTS for 20 years. 
 
I teach this course because...
Math contests are designed to produce high levels of math achievement. I enjoyed coaching MATHCOUNTS and taking the
students to competitions. 
 

 
Math Power 



Math Power 
June:CK1204   July:   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Math Power...is it in you? Is Math one of your favorite subjects? Have you ever been frustrated because you really wanted
to know WHY, not just HOW math works? This course will provide you with an opportunity to test and stretch your
mathematical skills and understandings. We will do math competition problems, logic puzzles and riddles and discuss
various topics from a wide range of mathematical fields-algebra, topology, number theory, probability, trigonometry and
beyond. The emphasis will be on understanding new mathematical concepts and solving problems. Most topics go beyond
middle and high school curriculum but can be understood by interested middle school students. 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math 

Summary of Activities
Day 1 Riddle, consecutive integer problems, loginumber puzzles Day 2 Riddle, multiplication counting principle,
permutations, combinations Day 3 Riddle, probability problems,expected value, lottery Day 4 Nim, logic puzzles and
problems Day 5 Moebius Band with experiments (paper, tape and scissors): topology & platonic solids and Euler’s formula
Day 6 Riddle, factor-label method and conversions, exponents, and scientific notation Day 7 Riddle, patterns, arithmetic
and geometric sequences Day 8 Riddle, geometry and area problems, exploring various infinities(yes there are more than
1!) Day 9 Riddle, ratio/proportion/percents and some trig ratios Day 10 Set game and Soduku/Hashi bridge problems 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Students will be learning about various types of problems not found, for the most part, in the traditional middle school
curriculum. The emphasis will be on doing problems and exploring mathematical ideas. We will solve riddles, think logically
and see the underlying math describing the infrastructure of reality. Students will get an opportunity to see not only how but
why math works the way it does;;;;;;;;using Socratic discussion to gain these understandings. 
 
Instructor Name: Brian Reynolds 
 
Instructor Bio
I am a math teacher at Jefferson HS in Cedar Rapids. I am the coach of the math team and the service club. My
undergraduate degree is in Classical Languages, my masters is in the science of teaching mathematics. I also am an
adjunct instructor at Mt. Mercy University. 
 
I teach this course because...
I like teaching this course because it gives me an opportunity to open a glimpse into the beauty and elegance (this has a
special meaning in mathematical circles(as it were);;;;;;;;(pun intended I guess) of Mathematics. This being thought by Plato
to be twhe sine qua non for advanced thinking and wisdom. I enjoy helping students have "mathematical moments" where
things make sense. This class could also be enjoyed by students disenchanted with math inasmuch as it has not made
sense to them having been taught how but not why in the past. It is also to be enjoyed by students who like math
competition and challenging problems as well. 
 

 
Microscopy 



Microscopy 
June:   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
Using powerful professional grade microscopes, you will experience the thrill of discovering the world of the very tiny.
Discover the living things that grow on your food. Observe the microorganisms that are found in lakes, rivers, and ponds.
Look at and study your own cells and the cells of other living things. 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math 

Summary of Activities
Students will learn how to use college/professional grade microscopes. Students will learn how to prepare slides for viewing.
Students will be viewing a variety of microorganisms and microscopic parts of organisms. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Students will learn to operate microscope independently. Students will learn how to prepare slides Students will identify
cells, cells parts and microorganisms. 
 
Instructor Name: Dave Stolley 
 
Instructor Bio
I am a 7th grade science teacher at Harding Middle school in Cedar Rapids. This is my 31st year of teaching middle school
science, 22 of those in Cedar Rapids. I received my BA from UNI and my MA from Coe College. I am a believer that
learning is best done by doing and experiencing. I have four sons, all of whom share my love of being outside. 
 
I teach this course because...
I am thrilled to teach this course because I get to be present when the students see something they have never seen
before. The joy of exposing the students to a part of the natural world they have not seen is one of my greatest thrills in
education. 
 

 
Middle Eastern Studies: Building Understanding 



Middle Eastern Studies: Building Understanding 
June:CK1610   July:CK5610   Stem:

  Course Description 
Want to travel to the Middle East, one of the most ancient and misunderstood regions of the world? Dive in deep to
understand the history, culture, politics, and current events of this part of the world and human civilization engulfed in
turmoil...and return enlightened? Join us for this memorable and cultural adventure to widen your understanding of the
people and world around you! 
 
Course Listing 

Social Studies and History
Special Interest 

Summary of Activities
Class participation with Q & A after class lectures and daily discussions of current event within the Middle East. Short films
related to respective lessons. Individual presentations regarding a specific country within the Middle East. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
This course provides an opportunity to explore the Middle East in a unique fashion that combines history, politics, and
culture while keeping an eye on the wide variety of individual experience of those living in the Middle East. 
 
Instructor Name: Tariq Igram 
 
Instructor Bio
I work at Cedar Graphics, a printing company in Hiawatha, IA. I was born and raised in Cedar Rapids, IA and after
completing my B.A at the University of Iowa, I traveled to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on a full ride scholarship to learn
Arabic and Law and am currently enrolled there in a P.h.D. program. 
 
I teach this course because...
I have always had a passion for sharing what I have been blessed to learn and passing it on to others. The Arabic language
is a very rich, deep, and moving language that enhances a person to open up their mind in order to truly appreciate it and
the culture that comes with it. I feel it can be a gateway to opening the minds in understanding the world more, past and
present, who may not have that opportunity otherwise. 
 

 
Mini Baskets 



Mini Baskets 
June:   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
Learn how to weave a basket....but in a mini size! Many reed colors will be available to create a unique mini basket of your
own! What a fun way to develop your basket weaving skills! 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts 

Summary of Activities
The student will measure and cut the basket spokes. The student will weave the mini basket from the teacher’s
demonstrating the weaving technique. The student will be allowed to create and weave as many baskets as the class time
allows. The teacher will demonstrate how to finish and stain their baskets once they have dried at home. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
The student will be able to identify each technique of basket weaving styles. The student will measure, weave and complete
each mini basket. The student will be able to write and follow their own basket pattern once they have created their first mini
basket. 
 
Instructor Name: 
 
Instructor Bio
I am a retired K - 12 Visual Arts teacher -;;;;-;;;;- that taught for 33 years at North Linn Comm. Schools. I have my Master’s
degree in Fiber Arts and have been a basket weaver since 1985. I teach basket classes in my home studio and at
conventions throughout the Mid-West. I have taught basket weaving classes at College 4 Kids for 22 years. 
 
I teach this course because...
Basket weaving is one of my life-long passions. Every student will be successful in their weaving. 
 

 
Mock Trial 



Mock Trial 
June:CK1303   July:CK5303   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Get a handle on our legal system! In this mock trial simulation, you will become an attorney or witness and argue your side
of a case. What arguments will you present? Will the defendant be found guilty or innocent? Your performance will help
determine the verdict! 
 
Course Listing 

Social Studies and History 

Summary of Activities
Students will learn about the heritage and principles of our legal system, as well as develop fundamental skills of
argumentation. They will work cooperatively with other students in the role of an attorney or a witness to prepare the case
for either the prosecution side or that of the defense. The climax of the course is the trial itself, with two teams competing to
convince the judge or jury to render the verdict in their favor. (Greg and Jean) 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Demonstrate knowledge of our legal system and courtroom procedure. 2. Work with others to prepare a case for either
the prosecution or the defense. 3. Play the role of an attorney or witness in a realistic courtroom simulation before a
judge/jury. (Greg) The learner will be able to:1. Analyze witness statements to determine key arguments as they relate to
the law2. Write direct and cross examination questions, opening statements and closing arguments3. demonstrate an
understanding of trial procedures4. apply his/her understanding of objections while trying the case5. present his/her
testimony or questions in a convincing manner 
 
Instructor Name: Greg Carter & Jean Oberbroeckling 
 
Instructor Bio
Greg Carter: I was a junior high and high school social studies teacher for 39 years, the last 30 spent at Lisbon High
School, retiring in 2009. I originated the Mock Trial course at College For Kids in 1988 and have taught it every summer
except one since then. My experience also includes taking Lisbon High School to the Iowa State Mock Trial competition. I
have a BA degree from the University of Iowa and an MA from Northeast Missouri State (now Truman State) University in
Social Science Education.Jean Oberbroeckling: Jean has coordinated programs for gifted middle school students for over
thirty years in the Cedar Rapids Community School District. She has a bachelor’s degree in English and Speech Education
from Upper Iowa University and a master’s degree from Marycrest College in Gifted Education. She has coached mock trial
for over eighteen years with numerous state qualifying teams. She has offered mock trial courses at the University of Iowa
in the WINGS and CHALLENGE SATURDAY classes. She enjoys reading historical non-fiction, traveling to Civil War
battlefields and taking a spin on her bike. 
 
I teach this course because...
Greg Carter: As an American Government teacher for many years, I have long been interested in the U.S. Constitution. I
see this course as helping students to better understand the philosophy behind our legal system, specifically the rights of
accused persons. Mock Trial allows students to not only learn about these concepts, but to actively participate in them in a
competitive way that is stimulating and fun.Jean Oberbroeckling: I love teaching Mock Trial! It is an activity that has so
many twists and turns as students try to examine why a witness may have acted as he/she did. As the case begins to take
shape, students walk in the shoes of an attorney as they defend or prosecute the defendant. Not only do they have to think
through their arguments and link to the law, but they also have to make sure their questions are not objectionable and then,
present their case in front of a judge! The verdict tells the students if they have been successful or not. It is a real world
experience, for sure! 
 

 
Mythology 



Mythology 
June:CK1703   July:CK5703   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Discover the interrelated world of mythology and how it effects the world today. Have you enjoyed Rick Riordan’s books and
are also somewhat confused about all the gods and goddess from Greek, Roman and Egyptian mythology? Explore and
learn about mythology from many cultures, study family trees from different cultures, do an in-depth study of several
mythological beings and have fun testing your knowledge at the end of the course. 
 
Course Listing 

Literature and Writing
Social Studies and History 

Summary of Activities
We will spend this class reading and discussing myths, and comparing and making a family tree of gods and goddess of
different cultures. Students will develop mythological trading cards and will debate character traits and abilities. On the last
day, students will test their knowledge with a team, Scattergories style. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Understand that mythology is a collection of stories that attempt to explain the unexplainable of times long ago. 2. Explore
four mythological characters in-depth and creatively present to the class. 3. Explore how mythology from one culture is
similar to other cultures. 4. Understand that mythology references are found all around us. 
 
Instructor Name: Erin Hoffman 
 
Instructor Bio
Erin Hoffman has been a teacher with College for Kids since 2008. She is also a teacher with the College Community
School District since 2013. She taught gifted and talented students at Prairie Crest, Prairie Ridge, and Prairie Hill for five
years, and is teaching fifth grade math and science at Prairie Creek. She graduated in 2003 from the University of Iowa with
a Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education with specializations in English/Language Arts and Reading. She graduated in
the summer of 2013 from Morningside College with a Master’s Degree in Professional Education with endorsements in
Talented and Gifted Education and Middle School Science and Math. Previously she has worked for Solon Community
Schools and the Linn-Mar Community School District. 
 
I teach this course because...
I have a deep personal interest for the subject of mythology. This is a topic that has always been one of interest and now as
a teacher has deepened. 
 

 
Papercraft 



Papercraft 
June:   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
Discover how contemporary artists are re-presenting traditional and multicultural practices in paper manipulation, to create
expressive and innovative new works of art. Students will explore such techniques as cutting, piercing, folding, weaving,
quilling and collage. 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts 

Summary of Activities
This is a project- based class where students are each exploring materials and ideas to solve their own creative problems.
Demonstrations and discussions will be given for all of the above mentioned art forms and cultures. Much time will be given
for students to experiment and brainstorm new and creative applications for personal expression with the medium of paper. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
understand the origins and process and implement the knowledge of: - origami -scherenschnitte - piercing -quilling - weaving
Students will use these methods along with creative problem solving to investigate personal themes within their work. 
 
Instructor Name: 
 
Instructor Bio
Erin Ennis is a graduate of The College of New Jersey and has been teaching art in the public school system for over 20
years. She currently teaches ceramics, drawing, painting, Advanced Placement Studio Art and Advanced Placement Art
History for Kennedy High School, Cedar Rapids, and serves as the department chair. She has also taught College for Kids
for the University of Dubuque. 
 
I teach this course because...
This is a great class for a short time span as it will not have much prep or clean up requirements. I am excited about the
possibilities for creative expression from students who look at the simple medium in a new way. I love to facilitate students
discoveries of past traditions made new and relevant to their current lives. 
 

 
Pastel Chalk and Charcoal 



Pastel Chalk and Charcoal 
June:CK1811   July:CK5811   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Explore the art materials of pastel, chalk and charcoal! Learn to draw using these really messy, but fabulously fun media. In
this class we will spend as much time out of the classroom, as in, capturing the unique qualities of the summer sun and the
effects on the beautiful flowers and plant life in Coe College’s gardens. Students will also have the opportunity to improve
their drawing skills and powers of direct observation, while sketching still life arrangements in the studio. Emphasis will be
on capturing light and color while drawing with these diverse media. So don’t be afraid to roll up your sleeves, get messy,
and join in the fun of this challenging, but rewarding drawing class! 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts 

Summary of Activities
Students will learn about the unique characteristics of pastel, chalk and charcoal and the importance of paper and how it
responds to each medium. Students will spend time both in the drawing studio and out and about the beautiful Coe College
campus drawing from direct observation. Students will learn about famous artists works and relate them to their own work,
gaining an understanding and appreciation of art. Participants will learn to select and talk about theirs and others artwork,
becoming comfortable with the art critique process. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. understand and demonstrate the unique qualities of each medium 2. improve their drawing skills through drawing from
direct observation 3. observe and understand the relationship between light and color in their drawings 4. share and talk
about theirs and others artwork in a student lead art critique/show 
 
Instructor Name: Erin Ennis 
 
Instructor Bio
Erin Ennis is a graduate of The College of New Jersey and has been teaching art in the public school system for over 20
years. She currently teaches ceramics, drawing, painting, Advanced Placement Studio Art and Advanced Placement Art
History for Kennedy High School, Cedar Rapids, and serves as the department chair. She has also taught College for Kids
for the University of Dubuque. 
 

 

 
Photoshop Imaging and Editing 



Photoshop Imaging and Editing 
June:CK1402   July:   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Enter the world of computer-enhanced imagery with Photoshop. Using the preferred software of design professionals, you
can open amazing possibilities for new ideas to take shape. Learn to enhance, distort, and manipulate images for creative
effects and visually stunning results. 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math
The Arts
Special Interest 

Summary of Activities
Shoot digital photographs, use scanners, download images into computers, try new ideas while learning about graphics
software, print out color images, prepare a portfolio of your work. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Become proficient in the use of Photoshop software. 2. Take a design concept from the idea stage to completed print-out
by using appropriate graphics software. 3. Create a portfolio of finished design projects. 4. Use a digital camera to capture
images for creative manipulation. 
 
Instructor Name: Barb Shultz 
 
Instructor Bio
I started my teaching career in Omaha and then moved to Cedar Rapids to get married and teach in Iowa. I have taught
Digital Imaging, Illustrator, Computer Graphics, Drawing, Art Appreciation, and AP Art History at Marion High School and Art
Appreciation at Kirkwood Community College. I currently teach Art History and Art Appreciation for Kirkwood Community
College. 
 
I teach this course because...
Visual communication and self-expression are passions of mine and I enjoy sharing that enthusiasm with students. The
graphics field is an ever-evolving endeavor so I enjoy the challenge of staying current with the software and techniques
coming out. Students have a natural curiosity and willingness to try new things so this class is a perfect fit for most students.
I foster an environment where it is safe to try new and creative ideas and gain confidence in new abilities. 
 

 
Physics 



Physics 
June:CK1123   July:CK5123   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Physics is all around us every day. Find out what makes objects move by learning the secrets of speed, momentum, force
and energy. This hands-on course will involve the use of common objects and toys to analyze physics phenomenon.
Students will have opportunities to design and build devices to solve given problems. 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math 

Summary of Activities
Students will be using toy cars to develop an understanding of speed. Newton’s Laws of force will be observed in real world
demonstrations and games, including building toothpick bridges. Students will create egg drop devices to study force and
momentum. Students will use hot wheels race tracks and cars to investigate energy transformations. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Explain how moving objects are affected by forces, momentum and energy.2. Use simple algebra to solve problems.3.
Design experiments to test hypotheses. 
 
Instructor Name: Alex Bendlage 
 
Instructor Bio
I teach both Physics and Earth Science at Jefferson High School and always enjoy learning more about the world around
me. I am constantly find learning opportunities and times of growth for both myself and my students in every day life. I look
forward to diving into these moments of curiosity with a new batch of students. 
 
I teach this course because...
Physics is all around us and can be used to explain everyday phenomenon. Teaching students to think critically about the
physical world enables them better understand it. I enjoy witnessing the learning and the connections made by students.
There is nothing better than seeing a students light bulb go off, so to speak, as they have those big "ah-ha" moments. 
 

 
Problem Solving Strategies in Math 



Problem Solving Strategies in Math 
June:CK1202   July:CK5202   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
In this class we will identify and practice a variety of problem solving strategies in math. Most of the topics we cover are not
in the regular text books. These strategies are great tools for the student in the classroom. This class will provide students
with techniques to solve problems instead of just "being stuck". 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math 

Summary of Activities
We will use strategies such as guess and test, working it backwards, making a graph, building a model, listing all
possibilities, etc. I have identified 16 strategies to introduce to students. These strategies will enable the student to solve the
problems. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Use higher order thinking skills such as analysis, synthesis and evaluation in the problem solving strategies. 2. When a
problem is solved, we will reexamine the thought process(s) used;; i.e. think about thinking. 3. Use problems from a variety
of math areas such as geometry, number theory, equations, differences, etc. 
 
Instructor Name: Darrell Ferreter 
 
Instructor Bio
I have a BA & MA in math from the U of Iowa. I taught M.S. & H.S. math in Mt. Vernon for 32 years. This included every
math course from grades 6 - 12. I developed and taught the Talented and Gifted program for math at the Middle School. I
was the MATHCOUNTS coach for 20 years. 
 
I teach this course because...
I enjoy presenting the problems and developing the various strategies to help the students with options to solve problems. 
 

 
Prove It 



Prove It 
June:   July:   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Students planning on taking advanced geometry as freshman will benefit from this introduction to geometric proof. Using
geometer’s sketchpad software and logic games, students will preview the major concepts leading up to advanced proofs.
By the end of the course students will begin to apply their skills in proving classic theorems. 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math 

Summary of Activities
In the first week students will play a homemade version of chocolate fix and use a pre-made "reasons" sheet to explain their
steps. Students will solve Sudoku puzzles with a similar "reasons" sheet. Students likewise solve logic puzzles with a
"reasons" sheet. In the second week students will geometer’s sketchpad software to explore premade scenarios. Following
geometer’s sketchpad work students will begin proving geometric theorems. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Each student will complete a chocolate fix puzzle, a Sudoku puzzle, and a logic puzzle. Each student will justify their steps
in solving each puzzle. Each student will use geometer’s sketchpad to make a conjecture about a given situation. Each
student will prove their conjecture. 
 
Instructor Name: 
 
Instructor Bio
I graduated from Linn-Mar High School in 2004. Following high school I served for 2 years in various places around the
world with an international Christian charity. Upon returning I earned my associates from Kirkwood and finished my degree
in mathematics from Coe College in the spring of 2011. During my last semester at Coe I was hired by Jefferson High
School to teach math and I have been working there since that time. While at Jefferson I have taught Algebra, Geometry,
and Consumer Math. 
 
I teach this course because...
I love working with middle and high school students. I especially enjoy working with students who are intrinsically motivated
and curious about math. 
 

 
Python Programming 



Python Programming 
June:CK1409   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
Create a text based game in Python. Python is a great language for starting to learn text-based programming, but it is also a
very powerful language. Apply fundamental programming concepts such as variables, loops, branches, and functions. 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math 

Summary of Activities
Students will work in a computer lab and program in an online Python programming environment. The teacher will present
some basic concepts and identify several online learning resources along with some goals. Students will spend most of
their class time working at their own pace to write increasingly advanced programs while getting help from peers, the
teacher, and the web as necessary. The first week will consist mostly of short activities to learn programming concepts, and
the second week will mostly involve creating the text based game. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Students will create a text based game. They will apply debugging strategies to identify and fix problems with their code.
They will present their product to their peers and explain how it works. 
 
Instructor Name: Dan Niemitalo 
 
Instructor Bio
I teach high school science at Linn-Mar High School. I began teaching Project Lead The Way (PLTW) computer science
courses in 2015. I have been interested in programming since I learned Basic programming in the early 1990’s, and I have
subsequently dabbled in a number of other languages and environments. 
 
I teach this course because...
Teaching kids to program is very rewarding, because while it is very challenging, I can see them getting better at it in a
short time. It builds their confidence and helps their thinking skills. Also, it’s fun to teach a subject that I’m very interested in
myself. 
 

 
Religions of the World 



Religions of the World 
June:CK1325   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
Are religions really all that different from one another? In this course students will be exposed to the history, basic beliefs
and practices of the major religions and philosophies practiced in the modern world through a combination of videos,
web-based research and presentations. Then students will be tasked with comparing two of the religions studied and asked
to not just identify similarities and differences but to explain WHY those similarities and differences exist. 
 
Course Listing 

Social Studies and History 

Summary of Activities
Day 1: Introduction: what are the basic components of religions? What is the difference between a religion and a
philosophy? Timeline of religions;;;; creation story overview 1 day on each of the following religions/philosophy - Hinduism
(PowerPoint) - Judaism (reading and illustrated timeline) - Confucianism/Daoism/Legalism (History Alive activity) 1 day each
- Buddhism (video and 8-fold Path Journal) - Christianity (webquest) - Islam (video and 5 pillars drawings) Final day =
Comparison Activity - pairs of students will be assigned two of the religions/philosophies that were covered in class, analyze
the similarities and differences among them and present their findings to the class. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Students will be able to... - List the beliefs of the major world religions and philosophies - Analyze the similarities and
differences among the religions and philosophies - Examine why similarities and differences occur 
 
Instructor Name: Allison Borchers 
 
Instructor Bio
I am currently in my 15th year at Linn-Mar High School where I teach World History, A.P. World History and Introductory
Psychology. I received by degree in Social Studies education from the University of Iowa in 2003 and my masters in Social
Studies education from the University of Northern Iowa in 2010. This will be my 7th year teaching College for Kids. 
 
I teach this course because...
Religion is an integral part of understanding both history and the modern word. I believe that by giving students the
opportunity to study religion they will be better world citizens 
 

 
Revolution & The Reign of Terror 



Revolution & The Reign of Terror 
June:   July:CK5328   Stem:

  Course Description 
Go back in time to when French heads rolled...literally. Examine the causes of the tragic French Revolution and the
heartbreaking Reign of Terror that followed. Examine why thousands were executed by the guillotine and how this brief
period in French history rocked the nation. Use your newly-acquired knowledge to create and perform a French Revolution
puppet show with your classmates. 
 
Course Listing 

Social Studies and History 

Summary of Activities
Students will participate in lecture/discussions, view and discuss an episode of the History Channel documentary series,
The French Revolution, and create a final project to be presented on the final day of class. The final project will consist of a
puppet show, complete with a set, characters (puppets), and script all created by the students. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Identify and explain the causes of the French Revolution 2. Analyze the ways in which the Revolution contributed to the
Terror. 3. Explain the ways in which both the Revolution and the Terror contributed to the rise of Napoleon Bonaparte. 
 
Instructor Name: Jen Fishwild 
 
Instructor Bio
I currently teach AP World History, AP U.S. History, and a concurrent enrollment U.S. History course through Kirkwood
Community College at Washington High School in Cedar Rapids. I am also an Adjunct Lecturer at the University of Iowa in
the College of Education’s Department of Rehabilitation and Counselor Education. I live in Cedar Rapids with my husband,
Doug, and my two-year-old daughter, Isabel. I love to travel, read, cook, and spend time with my family. 
 
I teach this course because...
The French Revolution is one of my favorite topics in world history. The tragedy of the Revolution and the resulting Terror is
heartbreaking and is, in my opinion, part of what makes it so interesting. 
 

 
Russian Language & Culture 



Russian Language & Culture 
June:   July:CK5608   Stem:

  Course Description 
Bored with the same old alphabet? Let’s learn Cyrillic! Students will learn to write, read, and speak in beginning Russian.
Also learn about Russian culture and history in order to understand Russia as a nation. 
 
Course Listing 

World Languages 

Summary of Activities
Students will develop beginning literacy in Russian, including reading and writing the Cyrillic alphabet. Students will be able
to ask and answer basic questions about themselves and their lives in order to hold a conversation. Individually, students
will create and present a poster about themselves and their lives in Russian. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Each student will be able to ask and answer basic questions about themselves and their lives in basic Russian
conversation. Each student will be able to identify and write the letters of the Cyrillic alphabet. Each student will be able to
share facts about their lives and will illustrate these facts in poster form. 
 
Instructor Name: Laura Johnson 
 
Instructor Bio
Laura Johnson has taught Russian, English, and creative writing in Illinois, Georgia, and Iowa. She holds a Master’s degree
from University of Iowa where she was a Ford Foundation Fellow in Russian language;;; Laura wrote her thesis at the
Pushkin Institute in Moscow, Russia. She has taught grades 8-12 English and Russian, including specialized courses and
Advanced Placement courses in private and public schools;;; she served as English department chair prior to her work as a
college counselor. In 2014, Laura joined GWAEA as a Curriculum Consultant in Secondary literacy on the General
Education Literacy Team. 
 
I teach this course because...
I started my teaching career as a college and high school Russian teacher. Offering this course would allow me to go "back
to my teaching roots" while offering a less commonly taught language for area students. 
 

 
S.P.E.E.C.H. 



S.P.E.E.C.H. 
June:   July:   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
SPEECH "Speaking, Performing, Expression, Extemporaneous, Communication, Humor" will launch your journey into the
world of performing arts. We will explore various types of speech, including: group speech and individual speech, scripted
and improvised acting, drama and comedy writing and scripts, speaking and listening. Be ready to get up and move every
day! 
 
Course Listing 

Literature and Writing
The Arts 

Summary of Activities
Various improvisational games -Questions only -Sit, bend, stand -Freeze -Beastie Boys -Onion -Reduction -Occupation,
Place and Death Improvisational situations Choral Reading technique/Readers Theatre technique [listening] Thinking about
characters and story line-Acting Practice and performance 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Students will be able to express themselves through verbal and nonverbal actions displayed in a group or individual
performance. 2. Students will be able to collaborate in a group to direct and perform an acting piece and choral reading or
readers theatre. 3. Students will be able to actively participate in various improvisational games and techniques to enhance
their verbal and nonverbal communication, as well as listening and expression 
 
Instructor Name: 
 
Instructor Bio
I completed my BA in Secondary History Education from the University of Northern Iowa and my MA in Educational
Administration from Iowa State University. For 8 years, I taught in southwest Iowa at Villisca High School where I was the
entire high school Social Studies Department and Speech Director. In 2011, I moved to Cedar Rapids John F. Kennedy and
have taught AP Human Geography, AP European History and have served as the Large Group Speech Director
[previously, also was the Individual Speech Director]. I have directed over 80 groups to the IHSSA All-State Festival. In
2011, 2012 and 2016 we received the IHSSA Critics Choice in Group Improvisation;;;;;;;; 2013 and 2014 IHSSA Critics
Choice in Readers Theatre;;;;;;;; 2013 IHSSA Critics Choice in Ensemble Acting. 
 
I teach this course because...
Every day in the winter months when it is cold and bleak out, there are two things that pull me out from beneath the covers
of my cozy bed, speech and teaching. I have seen students evolve from shy and uncertain individuals, to confident and
poised performers being a speech coach. It is actually one of the best intrinsic rewards of the job. I would love the
opportunity to work with a younger group to teach them the techniques and skill we work so hard to perfect at Kennedy
Speech. 
 

 
Sherlock Holmes or Lateral Thinking Skills Through Literature 



Sherlock Holmes or Lateral Thinking Skills Through Literature 
June:CK1708   July:CK5708   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Murder, theft and mystery explored through Doyle’s wonderful Sherlock Holmes Adventures! Explore the Victorian Era and
the influences on the Great Detective. Each day will include a "test" to challenge listening and decision making skills. Hands
on challenges will leave students frustrated and smiling! It’s elementary, my dear Watson! 
 
Course Listing 

Literature and Writing
Social Studies and History
Special Interest 

Summary of Activities
Read 2-3 "Adventures of Sherlock Holmes" stories. Take 9-10 "WALLY" tests Participate in two reasoning problems - one
using deductive reasoning the other using lateral reasoning. Exploration and discussion of the Victorian Era. Exploration and
disussion of literary influences on Doyle. Exploration and discussion of Doyle’s literary style. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Each student will be able to discuss and perform lateral thinking skills. 2. Each student will be able to discuss and
perform deductive reasoning. 3. Each student will be able to explore the Sherlock Holmes Canon. 4. Each student will be
able to explore the literary and historical events that influenced Doyle. 
 
Instructor Name: Paul Pleasant 
 
Instructor Bio
MEd in Counseling/Human Growth and Development BFA in vocal music 8 years in Post-Secondary Administration 3 years
Guest Lecturer post-secondary 6 years teacher of gifted and talented 5 years middle school counselor currently self
employed 
 
I teach this course because...
Doyle was the first author that challenged my thought process. His combination of historical based fiction and the refining of
the detective based stories opened my mind to the wonders of the written word. An exploration of Glasser’s decision making
process combined with my "geeking" on Holmes led to combining two passions into this class. I hope to pass along my
interest in Holmes the same way my 6th grade English teacher did for me. I also hope to model and explore decision
making processes to middle school students. The developmental level of these students are reaching a level that allow
them to explore the "gray areas" of decision making. 
 

 
Short Films 



Short Films 
June:   July:CK5863   Stem:

  Course Description 
Want to be in a film or want to direct a film? Already a movie star or a director but want to learn a bit more about how to
make your movies better? This is the class for you! We will use various technology, including iPads to storyboard, film and
edit short films. 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math
The Arts
Special Interest 

Summary of Activities
The students will be watching short films. They will be storyboarding ideas that can be made into a short film in class. They
will be shooting a short film. They will be editing a short film. They will be sharing their short films. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Each student will be able to talk about film as an art medium. Each student will be able to create a storyboard. Each student
will be able to create a short film with editing. Each student will understand some copyright laws. Each student will know
how to critique short films. 
 
Instructor Name: Mandy Knox 
 
Instructor Bio
I am currently teaching at Starmont Middle/High School as the 7-12th grade art teacher. I offer a wide variety of classes
including Virtual Reality, Art Technology, Short Film, Painting, Drawing, Ceramics, Photography, Sculpture, and Yearbook. I
like spending time with my husband and daughter as well as our two pup dogs. 
 
I teach this course because...
The technology devices that students and teachers have in their pockets at all times can be very powerful. Using our
current technology to the best of our abilities or making wise choices with this technology is not always the pathway of our
students. This class is meant to offer a way for technology to be relevant to the students and have school appropriate
learning goals attached as well. 
 

 
Smash Journaling - Creative Writing Meets Art 



Smash Journaling - Creative Writing Meets Art 
June:CK1720   July:CK5720   Stem:

  Course Description 
Journals are wonderful safe places to express your innermost feelings, revisit memories, and even have some fun! Take
your journal up a notch in Smash Journaling! Combine creative writing with artistic embellishments and memorable
paraphernalia. Each day we will respond to writing prompts that range from fun and quirky to emotional and meaningful. We
will also use a variety of markers, gel pens, colored pencils, paint and other artistic tools to learn stunning painting, coloring,
scrapping, and drawing techniques. This class will feel like a comfortable art/writing studio where writers can take risks,
share with others, and discover more about themselves. Join us, and let your imagination take over! 
 
Course Listing 

Literature and Writing
The Arts 

Summary of Activities
One of the first activities I want to present to the students is the life map. It involves students making a visual of their life
using art. The students choose significant events in their lives that may serve as inspiration for future journal entries. This is
a kick-off activity. I want to then focus on journals and will present lots of different, artistic ways to set up a journal. I have
been exploring some new books on journal writing including: How To Make a Journal of Your Life by Dan Price and A
Writer’s Notebook: Unlocking the Writer Within You by Ralph Fletcher. Students will create their artistic journal and then lots
of options and ideas will be presented for writing/creating in them. Each day I will offer a unique journal starter to focus on.
Day #1- Life map, Day #2-a daily entry with a focus on borders, day #3 My Favorite Things with a focus on lettering styles,
day #4-nature- we will go outside and focus on detail in nature items like flowers or leaves, day #5- special object- students
bring a memorable object to sketch and write about, day #6-travel- students create journal entries about actual vacations or
dream vacations, day #7-fantasy or dreams- students focus on creating visual representations of actual dreams, day #8
designing my cover, #9- student choice day #10- My younger self- partner activity with parent to remember an early
memory- work on entry with parent at parent open-house on last day. All classes begin with instruction and brainstorming
with students and end with sharing and providing positive feedback for each other. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1) Keep a journal with a variety of entries including both writing and artwork. 2) Produce one final draft or more that
includes both writing and art work during the week long workshop that can be published to share with the rest of the class.
3) Be able to give positive and corrective feedback in a nonthreatening way to others in the workshop. 
 
Instructor Name: Deb Siebenga 
 
Instructor Bio
Graduate of UNI- Middle School Language Arts- 1985 BA Graduate of University of Iowa- MA Elementary Education- 1991
PK-12 Talented and Gifted Endorsement- University of Iowa-2010 Language Arts teacher- Oskaloosa, Iowa 1985-1993
Cedar Rapids Community Schools- Wilson- 1993-2001 Viola Gibson- 2001-2010 Franklin Middle School 2010-present I
have taken the Iowa Writing Project level 1 twice in addition to levels 2, 3, and 4 and a leadership course offered by Jim
Davis as well. I learned so much of what I know about teaching writing from that course. It is AMAZING!!! 
 
I teach this course because...
I have always been passionate about writing and love to write myself. I like to write along with the students and share my
thoughts and ideas and this makes me more approachable as a teacher of writing. I am human just like they are. I have
been reading a lot about journaling and the creative journaling folks are doing these days. I love the beautiful colors,
sketches and artwork that some writers are using. Also, including inspiring things such as a comic from the newspaper, a
movie ticket, or a letter that motivate you to write that one of a kind piece of poetry is something I would like to encourage
the students to do. Finally, I really am amazed at the creativity of young people. They feed off of each other and inspire each
other as well as me. I am looking forward to working with some wonderful writers this summer! 
 

 
Sociology: Training to be a Culture Spy 



Sociology: Training to be a Culture Spy 
June:   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
Become a culture spy through sociology, the study of social behavior. In this course you will learn about sociology,
investigate "foreign" cultures, and begin to understand the secrets of our everyday lives. 
 
Course Listing 

Social Studies and History 

Summary of Activities
Through lecture, discussion, and reading, students will be introduced to the core concepts of sociology and cultural studies.
Students will create a "cultural guide" for their family’s unique culture. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
The student will be able to explain the key components of culture. The student will collect qualitative information. The
student will practice searching databases. The student will make a sociology-based guidebook for a culture 
 
Instructor Name: 
 
Instructor Bio
I have an earned doctorate in education from the University of Northern Iowa. I have taught at Linn-Mar High School since
1999. I was a Fulbright Scholar in Norway. I won the Governor’s award for Environmental Education in 2014. I sit on the
Linn County Conservation Board. 
 
I teach this course because...
I enjoy sharing the lessons of Sociology and cultivating inquiring minds. 
 

 
Sumi-e Ink Painting 



Sumi-e Ink Painting 
June:CK1822   July:CK5822   Stem:

  Course Description 
The Japanese term "sumi" means black ink, "e" means painting. Sumi-e is an art form in which subjects are painted with
black ink in all possible gradations ranging from pure black to the lightest shades achievable by dissolving ink in water.
Painting are done with ink, bamboo brushes and rice paper. 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts 

Summary of Activities
Students will practice Sumi-e techniques from reference paintings. Students will work with various real-life subject matter
including still-life and portraiture. Students will explain/share/critique their reaction to this kind of painting and the mental
focus required to capture their subjects essence or chi. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Students will develop an appreciation of the history and philosophy of Sumi-e painting. Students will learn basic Sumi-e
stylistic methods, materials and techniques. Students will learn to focus on capturing the "essence" of their subject through
pre-visualization and simple brushwork. 
 
Instructor Name: Jim Jacobmeyer 
 
Instructor Bio
45 years teaching Art/Gifted/Alternative ED K-College. Current Executive Director of the Artisan’s Sanctuary 
 
I teach this course because...
Arts Advocate for the Visual and Performing Arts in public education. 
 

 
Ta Dye For: Submerge Yourself with the Ancient Japanese Shibori Hand Dyeing Techniques 



Ta Dye For: Submerge Yourself with the Ancient Japanese Shibori Hand Dyeing Techniques 
June:CK1837   July:CK5837   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Shibori is a Japanese method of dyeing cloth dating back to the 8th century and can be described as an intricate form of
tie-dye. As a dyer, students receive instruction on how to work in unison with the material, never in an effort to overcome
limitations, but to allow full expression, thus creating a fascinating, one of a kind elemental design. Join us for a colorful
mess! 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts 

Summary of Activities
This course combines two key elements necessary to complete your Shibori project, experiment and technique. Experiment:
Using natural dyes derived from plants, minerals,spices and even insects you will be able to test for color fastness vs stain.
"Pick a Color" challenge. Individually or as a group, challenge yourself to mix a specialty color outside of the standard
rainbow colors. Techniques: You will be introduced to authentic Shibori techniques in order to determine which technique
appeals to you for each of your take home pieces. Arashi (pole wrapping) Kumo (Pleating) and Kanoko (Western TIe Dye).
Hits and Misses: Find out which natural dyes adapt to a particular material or just wash down the drain. Discover which
methods permanently set your color so your projects become colorfast. Come prepared to experiment with a variety of
natural elements. Start by taking the initiative, gather your own material, experiment and track your own formulas. SHARE
your discoveries. Find out how a fermenting process or Iced Dyeing can achieve a stunning "Ta Dye For’ result. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Create an appreciation for natural dyes from plant material, berries, minerals, bugs and more. The possibilities are endless.
Application - This fast paced class will offer an overview of various natural dye applications to the subject fiber. "Ice Dyeing"
is just one of the several " Ta Dye For" methods being taught. Objectives: 1. Pick a Color!! Challenge yourself or a group to
create a specific color dye using only natural elements. This will be more difficult than you think. 2. Discover what "fixers"
when combined with natural materials will completely change the color. 3. Compare three Shibori techniques to determine
which process will be used on each of your take home projects. Cotton, wool and silk will be the class materials used to
experiment on. Outcome: Did your project meet your expectations: color, design, results? If not, what part of the project fell
below your expectations Fixers: Search for solutions to overcome the short comings of your color or design. 
 
Instructor Name: Sharon Poplawski 
 
Instructor Bio
Sharon Poplawski. I am proud to have been raised in a small town in Massachusetts. This New England state was once
considered a vibrant contributor in the textile world and served as the perfect jumping off point for a variety of careers
associated with the textile industry, with a strong focus on textile pattern and dyeing. Economic conditions did not sustain
this industry in the Northeast. I traded in my artistic passion for a degree in business management and went on to found
Aura Management Group, Inc. in Southern California. Upon retirement, I relocated to Sedona, AZ where I reconnected with
my passion for textiles and fiber arts. Northern Arizona presented an ideal location to study historic dyeing through the
teachings of the Navajo and Hopi culture. I was able to bring my childhood dream to fruition in Arizona with Loom N
Essence, my fiber art studio. Residing now in Iowa, I continue to infuse elements indicative of my past and present
surroundings in my teachings with a heavy emphasis on spinning, weaving and the art of natural dyeing. I am a current
member of Cedar Rapids Area Fiber Artist Guild and former owner of McGowan House Artisans which showcased 40+ local
artisans 
 
I teach this course because...
I am passionate about this course because the Japanese Shibori method is what I use to create my silk designs which are
sold locally. I love working with natural elements and have a deep appreciation for historic dyes. This course allows
students the opportunity to compare hand dyed natural options versus heavy dyes and mordants. Environmental trends are
moving forward each day with recognition and respect for natural elements. This class allows students the opportunity to
make their own discoveries, comparisons and choices. 
 

 
Talking with a Viking 



Talking with a Viking 
June:   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
Forget what you think you know about Vikings! There is so much more to learn. Join this class and become knowledgeable
about the Ancient Norse society and the modern accomplishments of Scandinavia. You will also learn the Norwegian
language! 
 
Course Listing 

Social Studies and History
World Languages 

Summary of Activities
Retracing the geography of the Ancient Norse Interpreting Norse mythology Measuring the accomplishments of Scandinavia
to our society Daily practice with Norwegian language 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
comprehend the complexity of Ancient Norse society appreciate the modern accomplishments of Scandinavia To develop
the ability to understand modern Norwegian language 
 
Instructor Name: 
 
Instructor Bio
I have an earned doctorate in education from the University of Northern Iowa. I have taught at Linn-Mar High School since
1999. I was a Fulbright Scholar in Norway. I won the Governor’s award for Environmental Education in 2014. I sit on the
Linn County Conservation Board. 
 
I teach this course because...
The topic interests me and I enjoy sharing it with young people. 
 

 
The Art of Argument: An Introduction to Debate 



The Art of Argument: An Introduction to Debate 
June:CK1302   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
Winning an argument isn’t about shouting the loudest. In this introduction debate, we will spend our days debating topics of
interest to middle schoolers, thinking critically about our own views, listening to those with differing opinions, and attempting
to persuade them to our view with convincing evidence. We will engage in informal debates on a variety of topics most
days, building toward a more formal final debate. 
 
Course Listing 

Special Interest 

Summary of Activities
We will debate most days, emphasizing one aspect of effective argument each day: resolutions, stating a case, planning for
opposing arguments, effective research. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
By the end of our ten days together, students will be able to think critically about the positions they take, recognize the
strengths and weaknesses of their positions, and articulately state their positions. Students will also treat those with
opposing viewpoints respectfully, and find and use reliable information to support their arguments. 
 
Instructor Name: Melissa Murphy 
 
Instructor Bio
I am in my eleventh year as a school counselor at Springville Secondary. Prior to becoming a school counselor, I taught
middle school and high school language arts and oversaw programming for students identified as gifted/talented. I have
been teaching College for Kids off and on--most on--for the past twenty or so summers. 
 
I teach this course because...
Teaching this course is a tiny blow against the polarized and uncivil world in which we find ourselves. I wish to provide a
model for discussing potentially contentious topics n a civil manner and hope students take away the idea that arguing isn’t
a euphemism for shouting at each other. And debating is fun, and C4K students are almost always enthusiastic and
engaged. 
 

 
The Art of Negotiations 



The Art of Negotiations 
June:CK1327   July:CK5327   Stem:

  Course Description 
Although people often think of boardrooms, suits, and million dollar deals when they hear the word “negotiation,” the truth is
that we negotiate all the time. For example, have you ever - Decided where to eat with a group of friends? - Decided on
chore assignments with your family? - Asked your boss for a raise? Tried to get something out of your parents? These are
all situations that involve negotiating! This course will give participants an understanding of the phases of negotiation, tools
to use during a negotiation, and ways to build win-win solutions for all those involved. 
 
Course Listing 

Social Studies and History 

Summary of Activities
Class participation with Q & A after class lectures. Video clips (mainly “Shark Tank”) related to respective lessons, and
role-playing simulations to assist problem-based learning experience in class. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
In addition to the theory, lecturing, and exercises presented in class, students practice negotiating with role-playing
simulations that cover a range of topics, including difficult situations, this will equip the student to learn skills which will help
them in almost any negotiating scenario and achieve success therein. 
 
Instructor Name: Tariq Igram 
 
Instructor Bio
I work at Cedar Graphics, a printing company in Hiawatha, IA. I was born and raised in Cedar Rapids, IA and after
completing my B.A at the University of Iowa, I traveled to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on a full ride scholarship to learn
Arabic and Law and am currently enrolled there in a P.h.D. program. 
 
I teach this course because...
I have always had a passion for sharing what I have been blessed to learn and passing it on to others. I have always
enjoyed negotiating scenarios and benefited greatly from the courses I took on the subject at the University of Iowa. I have
much experience int he field and have found that negotiating skill are an imperative skill set to have a success in life. 
 

 
The Chemistry of Food Science 



The Chemistry of Food Science 
June:   July:   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Food is critical to our survival, but have you ever considered the chemistry that goes into the production of food? This
course incorporates biological sciences, chemical sciences and engineering in examining the nature of foods and the beliefs
of food processing. ***Food Allergy Alert*** (Food is potentially part of this class. Please indicate if your child has a food
allergy on the registration form.) 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math
Special Interest 

Summary of Activities
Some of the activities the students would be able to do labs including making Ice Cream from nutrients found in foods.
Dissecting foods to look at different nutrients as well as finding calories and heat calories in foods. The students will do a
problem-based lesson where they are to figure out how our bodies absorb energy from foods using calorimeters. They will
be given the question to answer and time to do research as well as conduct an experiment. We will also research into the
chemistry of fast foods and their "real" nutrient levels. Students observe and test the chemical make ups of candy and how
to make their own. Lastly, the students will participate in a debate over the ideas of nutrients from processed foods versus
organic foods. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Each student will be able to learn and perform chemical and physical tests to determine specific nutrients found in foods.
They will be able to integrate the principles of chemistry as well as some biological concepts into real-world food science
issues. Each student will also be able to compare and contrast food operations on the chemical changes of foods and
nutrients. 
 
Instructor Name: 
 
Instructor Bio
I am a fifth year high school science teacher. I teach Biology and Chemistry for Cedar Rapids Jefferson High School. I
graduated from Wartburg College where I studied Science Education as well as participated in Cross Country and Track
and Field. I am a cross country and track and field coach at Jefferson High School. I have studied the usage of
problem-based lessons as I used that type of strategy for my senior research topic. I am a hands-on teacher with
experience in lessons using project-based and problem-based lessons. 
 
I teach this course because...
As an educator I am never tired of working with students and finding their passions. Not only am I truly interested in the
chemistry behind foods, I also think that students will find this course interesting and useful for their everyday lives.I look
forward to expand students knowledge of science with what they eat. 
 

 
The Great Creation: Black and White Film Photography 



The Great Creation: Black and White Film Photography 
June:CK1812   July:CK5812   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Experience the magic of photographing with film and becoming a darkroom printmaker! The pursuit of photographic
excellence is forefront in this course. We will utilize the tools of traditional silver-based black & white film and printmaking to
become a "fine art" photographer. Students will work independently and be mentored. Each student will shoot three rolls of
B/W film, and make as many prints as possible. Students will learn camera controls, photo history, and visualization
techniques. Students will print, mat and exhibit gallery worthy B/W images. The course includes three photo outings near
the Coe campus (plus at-home photography), four printmaking days, and the study of legendary photographers Ansel
Adams and Pulitzer Prize winner Stanley Foreman. Everyone keeps their own negatives, mats and prints. Students
registered for this course MUST PROVIDE THEIR OWN WORKING 35mm FILM CAMERA. (NOTE: CAMERAS ARE ALSO
AVAILABLE FOR RENT.) Detailed information regarding lab fees ($55/student) and optional camera rental fee ($10) will be
provided when class schedules are released. 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts
Special Interest 

Summary of Activities
Participants will learn the language of photography, have a variety of photo walks on the Coe campus, adjacent
neighborhood and in their home area. Photographic concepts will be taught. Students will develop black and white prints,
custom mat their finished photographs, and engage in a final day critical presentation. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. understand and apply photographic concepts 2. experience fine art print making 3. recognize, imagine and create images
4. learn some photography history 5. learn vocational opportunities which utilize photography 
 
Instructor Name: Bob Campagna 
 
Instructor Bio
Bob Campagna enters his 21st year as a College for Kids photography instructor. He has created almost 500 photography
workshops in throughout Iowa, as well as in Colorado, New Mexico, Wisconsin, Illinois, Minnesota, New York California,
Nicaragua, and Scotland. He publishes calendars, posters, postcards and note cards, as well as creating fine art images. In
1983 he joined the Iowa Arts Council’s roster for Artists in the Schools and Communities. He presently works in Colorado,
including teaching through the state arts organization "Think 360 Arts." He is a member of the ArtWorks Loveland artist
collective/gallery. He often worked in Yosemite National Park as a volunteer and led photography walks there. Check out
Bob and his style on YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5dyUUJSA8tI 
 
I teach this course because...
I want to encourage the love of learning and discovery, to support an appreciation and pursuit of excellence, and to help set
in place a "way of seeing" which will last a lifetime. As a self-taught photographer, I have spent over 40 years seeing,
interpreting, documenting and creating. 
 

 
The Poetry Cafe 



The Poetry Cafe 
June:CK1721   July:CK5721   Stem:

  Course Description 
In the way that a cafe offers many types of coffee, poetry offers many opportunities for creative expression. Silly and fun.
Serious and emotionally gripping. Full of rhymes...or not. Find out all about this oftentimes underrated art form by joining
The Poetry Cafe. Our classes will conclude with an incredible poetry slam with you as the stars! 
 
Course Listing 

Literature and Writing
The Arts 

Summary of Activities
Students will be introduced to a variety of poems through both books and web sites. We will have time to read and share
these poems. We will also write our own poetry and talk about techniques (metaphors, repetition, placement of words on a
page etc.) Finally, we will practice sharing our poetry aloud using voice variation and emotion. The other piece that will also
be included is teaching students how to give appropriate feedback to other authors. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1) 100% of students will enjoy poetry writing! 2) 100% of students will enjoy sharing their poetry aloud! 3) 100% of students
will enjoy giving feedback to other students. 
 
Instructor Name: Deb Siebenga 
 
Instructor Bio
I have worked in the Cedar Rapids School system for over 25 years. I have been at Franklin Middle School as the PACT
coordinator for the last 8 years. Prior to that I was an elementary teacher at Viola Gibson for 9 years and at Wilson for
another 8 years. My BA is from UNI in middle school education and my MA is from the University of Iowa in elementary
education. I have my talented and gifted endorsement from the University of Iowa. Finally, I have taken the Iowa Writing
Project through the University of Iowa twice. I believe in the power of having students write about what they are passionate
about. Poetry is a fun way to allow kids to explore their passions and play with language at the same time. Poems are gifts
of the heart! 
 
I teach this course because...
I have a passion for poetry. It allows students to play with language in so many ways. The use of metaphors, the
arrangement on the page, detail, description are all practiced through the writing and listening to of poetry. Poems are gifts.
My father inspired my passion for poetry. He would write a poem for every occasion. I received a poem for my wedding and
so did my sister. My mom received numerous birthday poems. My daughter received one for her baptism, which later was
turned into a song. He claimed he saved lots of money because Hallmark cards were getting too expensive. I, too, love to
write poems when I have the time. I feel a summer course is the perfect opportunity to share my love of poetry with students.
I know we will have so much fun! 
 

 
The Rise and Fall of Great Empires 



The Rise and Fall of Great Empires 
June:CK1320   July:   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Why do some empires flourish while others fizzle? In this project-based course students will investigate and present
information about the rise and fall of notable empires such as the Egyptians, Aztecs, Romans and more. Students will then
create their own original empire, borrowing the characteristics from the strong empires that they learned about in the
course. 
 
Course Listing 

Social Studies and History 

Summary of Activities
Rise and Fall of Empires- Individual Presentations Day 1: go over Periodization (what is B.C./A.D./BCE, CE), What is an
empire? Go over Conrad-Demarst model of rise/fall of empires;;;;;;;;; choose topics - will need computer with projector Day
2-5: research and creating PowerPoint;;;;;;;;; go over how to research/create/present PowerPoint on Day 2 - will need
computers - possible topics for presentations: Egypt, Greece, Mauryan, Maya, Aztec, Inca, Persia, Rome, Hellenistic, Han
China, Mongols, Byzantine, Umayyad, Ottoman, Spanish, British, Russia (Moscow), Mughal , Tokugawa Japan - Include
factors that led to rise and fall- link to Conrad-Demarest model - Type of government, religion, social structure/gender roles,
trade/ economy, physical environment of each empire Day 6-7: Presentations (will need computer with projector) Days 8-10:
Create An Empire With a partner, students create an original empire by combining the various characteristics of the
empires that their classmates presented on 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
The student will be able to: - Identify the characteristics of an empire - List the general factors that lead to the rise and
decline of empires - Apply the Conrad-Demarst Model of Empires to a specifically assigned empire - Create and present a
multimedia presentation 
 
Instructor Name: Allison Borchers 
 
Instructor Bio
I am currently in my 15th year at Linn-Mar High School where I teach World History, A.P. World History and Introductory
Psychology. I received by degree in Social Studies education from the University of Iowa in 2003 and my masters in Social
Studies education from the University of Northern Iowa in 2010. This will be my 7th year teaching College for Kids. 
 
I teach this course because...
I heard about College for Kids through colleagues and I thought that it sounded like a brilliant way to be able to implement a
lot of the ideas for enrichment ideas that I have come up with over the years but never seem to have the time to do within
the constraints of the school year. 
 

 
The Self Portrait 



The Self Portrait 
June:CK1813   July:CK5813   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
Amaze yourself with newly found skills in portraiture. This course teaches all students how to "see" better, which is the key
to drawing and general understanding of the physical and visual world around them. Through close observation of the
human head, and getting rid of the engrained stereotyped ideas, students will see an amazing transformation in their
drawing ability through work with the front view, profile and 3/4 view portraits. 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts 

Summary of Activities
All students will first complete a "before" drawing of a human head, used to show amazing improvement by the end of the
first week, when they have completed a self-portrait using a mirror tile. They will have completed a mechanical layout of the
front and profile views of the human head. They will draw profile portraits from life, using classmates as models. They will
explore the more complicated 3/4 view portrait using photographs that they bring in. There will be many informative
handouts for them, useful in further practicing of their learned skills. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. mechanically graph the front and profile layout of the human head. 2. understand how sterotyped imagery hinders their
ability to see properly. 3. draw with reasonable accuracy, the human head in a variety of poses. 4. gain confidence in
themselves as keen observers of the world around them. 
 
Instructor Name: Mary Pat Hanson 
 
Instructor Bio
I graduated from Buena Vista University in 1987 and from graduate school at the University of Iowa in 2002. I have taught
art at Clear Creek Amana High School for 32 years. In my first 18 years of teaching I worked a second job of some sort:
retail, laying out ads for a newspaper, waitressing and even cutting stencils for tombstones which allowed me to meet many
people and learn many things. I love to travel and have been taking trips with students since the 90’s to places like
Chicago, St. Louis, Minneapolis, New York, Italy, Paris, London, Scotland and Ireland. These experiences have inspired my
love of photography and my love of showing students the world. 
 
I teach this course because...
I taught Drawing I for the first time in 12 years this past school year at the high school I teach at and have learned to LOVE
drawing again. Drawing allows me to present my view of the world and I realized that drawing is the basic ingredient to a
complete art experience. I believe that even in the short time we will have to draw together (10 hours) students can
overcome their fears of drawing and gain a new sense of confidence in themselves. They can use this in the art room and
beyond in other endeavors they try their hand at. 
 

 
Up, Up and Away! The World of Gases 



Up, Up and Away! The World of Gases 
June:   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
Have you ever wondered what causes a hot air balloon to fly? Or how a candle can burn and suck up water, or cause an
egg to collapse? This course will expand your knowledge of gases and how they work in chemistry, and your knowledge of
the three main gas laws and how they impact our everyday lives. 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math 

Summary of Activities
Activities that are included with this class are: 1. Balloon inflating with gases, raising water with gases, looking into the
mathematical concepts of gas laws and how they correlate with chemical ideas. Exploding marshmallows. The students will
test how temperatures, pressures and masses affect gases through multiple extensive labs correlating how math can work
with these. Lastly, students will create miniature hot air balloons and test their ideas of gases by launching their balloon
samples. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Students will be able to explain the main gas laws and different experiments that can relate to these laws. They will be able
to explain how these are affect by our environment and chemicals. Lastly, they will be able to use experiments and projects
to test the ideas of these gas laws including making a hot air balloon and flying them. 
 
Instructor Name: 
 
Instructor Bio
I have taught for college for kids for 5 years and have taught Biology and Chemistry for 5 years at Jefferson High School. I
graduated from Warburg college where I received my All Science teaching degree. I ran cross country and track there and
now coach both sports. 
 
I teach this course because...
I am motivated to teach this course as it contains very interested and needed information that everyone could use in their
everyday lives. Lastly, I believe that students should have practice in all STEM classes. 
 

 
Veni, Vidi, Vici! Latin 



Veni, Vidi, Vici! Latin 
June:CK1607   July:   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
I came, I saw, I conquered—Julius Caesar’s famous statement about his creation of the Roman empire is one example of
Latin phrases that have become part of our language and our culture. This course will introduce the structure of Latin,
vocabulary as well as other famous phrases that will, ipso facto, separate you from the hoi polloi. Students will translate
sentences from Latin to English and vice versa. Reading Green Eggs and Ham in Latin and a famous phrases t-shirt will
capstone this course. 
 
Course Listing 

World Languages 

Summary of Activities
Activities include: Learning conjugations of verbs and declensions of nouns and adjectives& origins of popular Latin
phrases;;;;;;listening to brief vignettes as to the origin of some of the more popular sayings and expressions& prefixes,
suffixes and cognates&# Translating sentences from Latin to English and vice versa.. We will also translate the classic,
Green Eggs and Ham into Latin. On our last day, each student will create a t-shirt with his/her favorite Latin phrases. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Students will learn Latin phrases and idioms used in literature and speaking. 2. Students will translate Latin into English
sentences and vice versa. 3. Students will learn declensions and conjugations of nouns, adjectives and verbs. 4. Students
will learn cognates, prefixes and suffixes which will improve their vocabulary. 5. Students will translate/read Green Eggs and
Ham in Latin. 
 
Instructor Name: Brian Reynolds 
 
Instructor Bio
I am a math teacher at Jefferson HS in Cedar Rapids. I am the coach of the math team and the service club. My
undergraduate degree is in Classical Languages (Latin and Greek), my masters is in the science of teaching mathematics. I
also am an adjunct instructor at Mt. Mercy University. 
 
I teach this course because...
I studied Greek and Latin in high school and college and loved it. I still use many of the phrases and understandings while
teaching math today. I hope that students will get a flavor of the beauty of reading the classics and wish to study it further in
the future. 
 

 
Virtual 3-D Creations 



Virtual 3-D Creations 
June:CK1406   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
Design, animate, engineer, and texture your three dimensional creations in this hands-on, student-centered class. Students
will be guiding their own learning using different applications including Blender, Sketch-up, and Tinkercad. This class
accepts all different levels of experience since we set our own pace of learning. 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math
The Arts 

Summary of Activities
MANDY: The first day of activity starts with the students figuring something out without my help. This leads into a discussion
about student based learning on asking the right questions. On the same day, I begin an introduction to the applications.
This will continue into the next day with many examples of each. By this time, the students are itching to get started so they
jump right into the programs. After exploring a program of choice for five days, each student has to present one thing that
they know how to do in their program that others may not (often this falls on the parent day). If parent day is the last day,
then the students have two extra days to work, then they present. Parents will see that their child explored the programs
independently and sought answers to their questions. MARK: 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
MANDY: Each student will be able to identify different programs that are used in the virtual world. Each student will be able
to troubleshoot simple tasks on at least one program. Each student will be able to talk about the different fields in which
virtual reality is applicable. MARK: 
 
Instructor Name: Mandy Knox 
 
Instructor Bio
MANDY: I am currently the 7-12th grade art teacher at Starmont Community School District. In addition to my full teaching
schedule, I am a speech coach, yearbook adviser and an assistant after school program teacher. My favorite art to make
and teach is 3-dimensional sculptures using odd materials. I love spending time with my family including my seven year old
daughter and two border collie pup dogs. MARK: 
 
I teach this course because...
MANDY: I teach virtual reality because of a personal interest that students need to understand how to seek answers in
technology without others walking them through things step by step. In addition, I find this discipline to be a carry over of art
but also a step into the STEM world where I feel comfortable leading children but often do not get the opportunity to do so.
MARK: 
 

 
Watercolor Painting 



Watercolor Painting 
June:CK1816   July:CK5816   Stem:not offered

  Course Description 
In this exciting watercolor painting class, students will learn the basics of this unique and versatile medium. The medium’s
transparent quality allows students to create beautiful effects in a short period of time. Students will "see the light" as they
explore watercolor. Students will learn basic watercolor techniques and explore the expressive qualities of watercolor
through abstract painting. Whether its spending time outside in Coe College’s lovely gardens painting flowers or creating
expressive portraits, there will be an opportunity to refine their technical skills and practice observational painting. 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts 

Summary of Activities
Participate in some "loosening up" activities, playing with the medium, collaborating, moving around, and experimenting.
Learn watercolor techniques to achieve a variety of textural results. Learn how to utilize the color wheel to mix colors and
create color schemes. Improve their observational skills by painting from life, landscape, and portraiture. Loosen up again by
collaging sketches and reworking them to create new meaning. Share work and reflect often, becoming more comfortable
talking about art and sharing their work. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Experience a variety of watercolor approaches and techniques 2. Understand color theory and how it translates to the
medium 3. Observe and paint in a "Plein Aire" (outdoor) setting, capturing qualities of light and color 4. Complete
landscapes, still lifes and portraits using watercolor 5. Select paintings for and participate in a student lead critique 
 
Instructor Name: Molly Sofranko 
 
Instructor Bio
I have been an art teacher for the Cedar Rapids Schools for 10 years. I’ve worked in a variety of mediums, including
drawing, painting, sculpture, ceramics and digital art. I learned how to paint watercolor at a young age from my uncle who is
a professional watercolor painter. I continue to experiment with new approaches to art-making and meaning-making. 
 
I teach this course because...
Watercolor is a particularly fun medium because in some ways students have to let go of control, and let the medium
develop its own voice. There is a balance between vision and control, of ability and chance. By experimenting with
watercolor techniques, students will learn through play. By focusing on the physical world and slowing down to focus on
color shape and light, students will learn to let go of perfection and enjoy the process of seeing and making. 
 

 
Web Design 



Web Design 
June:CK1408   July:CK5408   Stem:

  Course Description 
Create simple webpages. Learn some basic coding in each of the three most fundamental web languages: HTML, CSS,
and JavaScript. HTML is for defining web content in a webpage. CSS defines styles of webpages that determine their look
and feel. JavaScript is a programming language that allows websites to become interactive and respond to user input.
Students will create a webpage about a topic of their choice and add features and content to it throughout the course. 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math 

Summary of Activities

 
Course Objectives and Outcomes

 
Instructor Name: Dan Niemitalo 
 

 

 
What If...Exploring Dystopian Literature 



What If...Exploring Dystopian Literature 
June:CK1724   July:CK5724   Stem:

  Course Description 
Fictional societies. Oppressive control. Futuristic themes. The Giver. Katniss Everdeen. 1984. Dystopian literature is
fascinating! Dig into thought-provoking short stories about dystopian societies. Discuss the current day issues that have
been propagandized or oppressed to create these fictional stories, and develop solutions. What if it is the end of the world
as we know it? Or what if we use our intuition, our resourcefulness, and perhaps a brave hero or heroine to survive this
dystopia? 
 
Course Listing 

Literature and Writing 

Summary of Activities
The group will read and discuss a total of 6-7 dystopian short stories. After reading these stories students will work on
developing their ideas of alternative solutions for some of the societies we will have read about. Students will then write their
proposals and present them to the group for further discussion and feedback. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Each student will be able to: Define literary terms utopia and dystopia. Identify dystopian characteristics in literature. Explain
how dystopias criticize contemporary trends. Develop resolutions for dystopian conflicts. 
 
Instructor Name: Kate Peiffer 
 
Instructor Bio
This is my fourth year teaching ELA at Springville. I teach 7th grade, 8th grade, and 11th grade English, along with two high
school writing electives (poetry and writers’ workshop). Before teaching at Springville I was a substitute teacher in the
Cedar Rapids area, including a long-term substitute position at Regis Middle School. I obtained a BA in English literature
and language and a minor in creative writing from UNI in 2009. I returned to UNI a few years later to obtain my English
teaching degree in 2014. 
 
I teach this course because...
My love of all (well, most) things middle school is what first motivates me to teach this course. I also think that dystopian
literature is fascinating. On a larger scale, however, I believe it is more important today than ever for our students to become
citizens of the world who feel they have the ability and power to take care of our world and its citizens. Looking at dystopian
literature can be a great way of thinking critically and creatively about solutions to solve our own societies’ problems. 
 

 
What’s Up with Mother Nature? 



What’s Up with Mother Nature? 
June:CK1137   July:CK5137   Stem:

  Course Description 
Deadly wildfires, blizzards, volcanoes, droughts, tornadoes, and heat waves. Are these weather events connected? Could
they be part of climate change, one of the most pressing global issues of the 21st century? Engage in hands-on critical
thinking activities to explore the scientific concepts surrounding climate change. Explore a topic in greater detail and
investigate potential solutions through a problem-based learning activity. 
 
Course Listing 

STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Math 

Summary of Activities
Week 1 – learn basic scientific phenomena related to climate change Activities: modeling the greenhouse effect, factors
affecting climate activity, carbon cycle game, ecosystem role cards, carbon footprint calculator, and energy resources group
analysisWeek 2 – expand on week 1 knowledge, PBL projectActivities: carbon cap and trade game, brainstorming session,
PBL grouping and choosing topics, research problem, report on possible solutions(PBL topics might include: global
temperatures, biodiversity, severe weather events, human health effects, ice caps and sea levels, volcanoes and other
natural phenomena, etc.) 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Understand fundamentals related to climate change 2. Explore a specific topic of interest and complete a PBL project 3.
Understand and be able to communicate complex and interconnected issues related to climate change 
 
Instructor Name: Jen Horton 
 
Instructor Bio
My name is Jen Horton. I have been teaching science for 20 years. I currently teach Biology and Earth Science at John F.
Kennedy High School in Cedar Rapids. I live in Cedar Rapids with my husband and three kids. I enjoy reading, outdoor
activities, and travelling with my family. 
 
I teach this course because...
Global warming and climate change continue to be prevalent in the news. There are many misconceptions in society about
what these words even mean. The goal of the course is to help students understand the scientific concepts as they relate to
our future. My goal is for students to be informed citizens about the state of planet. 
 

 
Wild World of Sculpture 



Wild World of Sculpture 
June:   July:   Stem:

  Course Description 
Explore many of possibilities of sculpture including large scale human figures, plaster hands and styrofoam creations. Use
many materials that are not usually common in the typical school art room. The projects are many and very open ended! 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts 

Summary of Activities
The students will be introduced to sculpture through images and different materials. They will be asked to create a sculpture
that defines who they are as a person. I will demonstrate the use of wire, styrofoam, plastic wrap, and plaster hands that
could be added to his/her projects. They will have a group critique on parent day (this can be a working critique if parent
day is on Wednesday or a final critique if parent day is on Friday). Individual critiques will be conducted along the way to
make the students keep questioning their process and product. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Each student will be able to make a sculpture in the round using a variety of materials. Each student will be able to share
their sculptures with their classmates and self-reflect upon the successes/failures of their artwork. Each student will be able
to critique other students work. Each student will be able to understand that there are many approaches to sculpture. 
 
Instructor Name: Mandy Knox 
 
Instructor Bio
I am currently employed with Starmont Community Schools as the 7-12th grade art teacher, virtual reality director, speech
coach and yearbook adviser. I just finished my fourteenth year of teaching. I have a Bachelor of the Arts in Art Education
from Viterbo University. I especially love working in 3D with clay or other materials. My husband owns and operates a
ceramic studio in Strawberry Point, Iowa which allows me to continue to work in the arts all year long. We have a seven
year old daughter who enjoys dancing, painting, baking and reading. 
 
I teach this course because...
Sculpture is my favorite activity to do with both middle school and high school students. With middle schoolers, this is often
the first time that they are allowed to use such big materials and have the freedom to choose different outcomes. It is hard
for the typical middle school art teacher to allow for so many varied materials in class at one time. 
 

 
Writing Our Stories: Creative Writing and Nonfiction Workshop 



Writing Our Stories: Creative Writing and Nonfiction Workshop 
June:CK1716   July:CK5716   Stem:

  Course Description 
Do you love writing and relish the chance to discuss your work with other engaged writers? In this workshop-based class,
you will have the chance to experiment with different types of creative fiction and nonfiction writing, discover and explore
your own creative ideas, and collaborate in a community of writers! 
 
Course Listing 

Literature and Writing 

Summary of Activities
This is a workshop-based class, and in it, students will read mentor texts, analyze that writing, and then use the strategies
within the texts and try out those strategies in their own work. We will examine different types of fiction, poetry, and
nonfiction texts. Students will share their work throughout the class, but in the second week, students will develop one of
their pieces more extensively and then workshop it with their peers. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
1. Read, analyze, and discuss mentor texts in different writing genres and styles 2. Write and experiment with different
types of creative fiction and nonfiction writing 3. Workshop and revise the writing students create 
 
Instructor Name: Mackenzie Kaspar (June), Dana Burger (July) 
 
Instructor Bio
I currently teach AP Language and Composition, LA 10, and LA 9 at Kennedy High School in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. I
graduated from the University of Iowa with my BA in 2011, and my MA in 2017. 
 
I teach this course because...
I love working with students’ writing as I think it allows them creative freedom to explore their own ideas. Moreover, when
students can share their work within a supportive workshop environment, they have tremendous opportunities to grow as
writers and thinkers. There is no better way to learn about reading and writing than through practice, and when they work,
writing workshops can be magical places for students and teachers. 
 

 
Yoga: Using Ancient Practice to Survive Modern Times 



Yoga: Using Ancient Practice to Survive Modern Times 
June:CK1510   July:CK5510   Stem:

  Course Description 
Namaste! Start your day off right with Yoga. Let this ancient practice help you find focus and balance. The physical moves
of Yoga are not just about flexibility, but also core strength, breathing and meditation. 
 
Course Listing 

Special Interest 

Summary of Activities
We will learn the key Yoga postures, and how to make them flow together to make a routine. Breathing techniques will be
practiced daily to help the practitioner find his/her "center" which helps reduce stress in the mind and body. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
Students can take away basic Yoga postures and how to make his/her own routines. Students will have meditation and
breathing exercises that they can use to help them reduce stress and regain focus. Students will take away a basic
understanding of the ancient history of Yoga. 
 
Instructor Name: Jeff Schmatt 
 
Instructor Bio
I am self employed entrepreneur owning Rubicon Photo for over 20 years, along with a few other business ventures. I am a
life long resident of Linn County, and graduated from Linn-Mar HS, and have BA in Sociology and Business Administration
from Mt Mercy. I have been teaching Tai Chi Chuan for over 25 years, and a Certified Just Yell Fire Women’s Self Defense
instructor. I am certified by YogaFit Level 1 instructor. 
 
I teach this course because...
I recently took a Yoga certification class which made me want to share Yoga with College for Kids students;;;;; I am
motivated to share with them how this ancient practice can help them fight the stresses and chaos of our modern times. My
goal is to help young people learn how to listen to their own bodies and make a connection to how that influences their
moods and behaviors is a invaluable life lesson. 
 

 
Zentangle Doodles 



Zentangle Doodles 
June:CK1873   July:CK5873   Stem:

  Course Description 
Do you like those fancy coloring books and wondered how to create all of those detailed patterns? Learn how to create
those doodles called zentangles. Become a zentangle doodling master, while creating artwork images that are totally your
choosing! 
 
Course Listing 

The Arts 

Summary of Activities
We will focus on a lot of demonstrations of various zentangle patterns. Each day will be a combination of these
demonstrations, pattern design challenges, and a combination of independent and collaborative studio time. This is a
project based learning experience, where students will be figuring out their patterns and imagery as they draw. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes
They will be able to create full works of art using the zentangle method. They will have a great time during our demo and
independent studio time. They will all create a work of art that they’re proud of. 
 
Instructor Name: Alex Carls 
 
Instructor Bio
I have been teaching at Springville CSD for 6 years now! I graduated from Wartburg College in 2012 with a double
Bachelors degree in Art Education and Art. At Springville, I am pretty lucky, and get to hang out with amazing students and
create art all day! I have to say, middle school is my JAM. 
 
I teach this course because...
I am an art teacher! It is my passion in life, and I am excited at the opportunity to interview for the position to continue
teaching art during the summer. I welcome a change of pace to my educational career and am always looking for ways to
develop myself professionally and further my artistic skill set. Plus, middle school is my FAVORITE! 
 

 


