
January 23, 2009
Internal Weekly Announcements 
for Grant Wood Area Education 
Agency Staff and Board

Mark Your Calendars
Feb. 3 Agency Advisory Council Mtg.
  1:00 p.m./North Bend Elem.
   North Liberty

Announcements
•If you have any topics you would like 
the Agency Advisory Council to discuss 
please contact your rep. Go to http://
www.aea10.k12.ia.us/intranet/advcomm/
index.html for the list of members.

•The answer is 56! (See inside for the 
question!)

•Look for information about American 
Cancer Society daffodils in the next issue 
of The Bulletin Board (contact Cathy 
Nelson at '0').

New Floor Plan of Main Offi ce Begins to 
EmergeEmerge
Drywall and framing work in the restoration and modifi cations of the 
Sixth Street offi ce are progressing well, according to Trace Pickering. 
Much of the new offi ce confi guration for the fi rst fl oor is beginning to 
emerge as metal studs and drywall go up. 

The close-up photo of the former doorway into the media center shows 
how that entryway is being closed off. A wider shot of the media center 
shows how the whole area appears at this time. 

(Continued)
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The hallway that went past the hearing 
booth and lead on to the Teacher Work 
Center area has been completely recon-
fi gured so that several offi ces will now 
open onto that hallway. The hearing booth 
will be moved closer to the front of the 
building in a customer and child-friendly 
location.

During this construction phase, staff ac-
cess to these areas is extremely limited. 
We will keep you apprised of how the 
work is progressing by sharing occasional 
photo spreads in the Bulletin Board. 

Retirement Party
A retirement party honoring Norma 
Chiaramonte, Cedar Rapids Washington 
Principal's Secretary is being held on 
Wednesday, Jan. 28 from 3-5 p.m. in the 
Washington IMC.

Mail Room Information Update
The mail room has just gotten a new 
postage machine and we need to make 
changes on how we send out business 
size envelopes. 

Previously we requested that fl aps be 
up when bundled. NOW when bundling 
business size (#10) envelopes the fl aps 
must be folded down on each envelope 
individually in order for Caroline to be 
able to seal them properly. 

Please call (319) 350-0504, if you have 
questions.

Computer Timesaver Tip
Right clicking on your mouse

A less used, but powerful tool is the 
right mouse click. Microsoft has at-
tempted to anticipate your needs 
according to what you’re working on. If 
you place your mouse over a table in 
a Word document and right click, you 
will see a menu of options that are all 
applicable to modifying or working with 
a table. If you move the mouse down to 
some plain text and right click, you will 
see a different set of options.  

This feature can be a real timesaver for 
you if you are a heavy mouse user.

Beyond Rubies Conference 
The 29th BEYOND RUBIES CONFER-
ENCE for women is planned March 
19-20 in Iowa Hall and adjoining halls 
on the Kirkwood Community College 
campus in Cedar Rapids.

Four keynote speakers will set the tone 
of building better lives. More than 100 
workshops and breakout sessions will 
span the spectrum of subjects of inter-
est to Iowa women.

Registration for the 2009 Beyond Ru-
bies conference is $95 for Thursday and 
Friday sessions, or $75 for either one-
day registration. Prices include on-site 
lunch. “Early Bird” registration rates are 
$79 and $59 until February 13. Partici-
pants may register online, by mail or by 
phone at 398-1022, or toll-free, (800) 
332-8833. Complete information and 
registration is available on the Kirkwood 
Web site, http://www.kirkwood.edu/ru-
bies. 

Chair Massages
33rd Avenue Facility33rd Avenue Facility
Tuesday, January 27, 2009

The following times are available for 
massages: 

Morning:Morning: 10:40, 11:00

Afternoon: 12:20, 12:40, 1:00, 1:20, 
1:40

Schedule your chair massage 
by contacting Karen Michalec at 
kmichalec@gwaea.org or at Ext. 6415.

(Continued)
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Professional Development 
Opportunities
1/29/09 Apple Technology Round Table 
– Mac World 2009 Update
1/29/09 PowerPoint Basics
2/3/09 Parents as Allies
2/4/09 Accessible Instructional Materi-
als 101 Webinar
2/5/09 Exploring Diversity
2/5/09 Moving High Schools to 21st 
Century Learning Communities
2/6/09 Managing Stress in the Work-
place
2/9/09 Crisis Prevention Intervention 
Certifi cation
2/9/09 CBE: Written Language
2/10/09 Accessible Instructional Materi-
als 101 Webinar
2/10/09 Excel: Spreadsheet Basics
2/11/09 Web IEP 5 – Training Work-
shop
2/12/09 Excel: Beyond the Basics
2/16/09 Early Intervening and RtI for 
Speech Language Pathologists
2/17/09 Transition Assessment
2/18/09 Helping Districts Meet Federal 
and State Requirements for English 
Language Learners
2/18/09 Solving Behavioral Issues in 
Autism
2/21/09 Improving the Learning of Eng-
lish Language Learners in the Preschool 
Setting
2/23/09 The Healthy Workday
2/24/09 Outlook for Beginners

For location, more information, or to 
register, go to the Professional Develop-
ment web page.

Iowa Women's Basketball
The Iowa Women's basketball team 
has a game for just $1! It is on Monday, 
January 26 at 7:05 p.m. at Carver Hawk-
eye Arena. The game is against Big Ten 
rival, Michigan.

Bulletin Board is published and distributed Bulletin Board is published and distributed Bulletin Board
weekly to all GWAEA staff and Board members.  
   Buy, Sell or Trade items will be run for 2 weeks.
   Staff wishing to submit items should do so by 
Wed. of the week they wish the item to be printed.  
Send to Karen Michalec, Editor.
   When submitting news, please remember that 
agency staff work in a variety of locations, and it 
may take two weeks to reach them with printed 
material.
   Please note: the Bulletin Board is posted on the Bulletin Board is posted on the Bulletin Board
agency’s Web site. We recommend you use your 
offi ce or voice mail phone number instead of your 
home telephone number for any items listed in this 
newsletter.

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in 
its employment practices, educational programs and services, and 
does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national 
origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited 
by law. If you believe you or your child has been discriminated 
against or treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity 
Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 319-399-6847 or 1-800-332-8488 
or TDD 319-399-6766, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar 
Rapids, IA 52404.

Getting to Know You...
Welcome to our new staff at GWAEA! 

Sherman McRae
Paraeducator

Stephanie Rino
Child Support 
Specialist

Daniel Sackett
Technology Systems 
Technician

Erin Sawyer
Speech/Language 
Pathologist

No 
photo 

available

No 
photo 

available

The question is:

How many days 
until 

Spring?

Buy, Sell, Trade...
FOR SALE: A new supply of pins to help 
the Catherine McAuley Center are avail-
able at the front desk at the 6th Street 
building. Pins are $15. Stop by and 
check them out. Here a few samples. 
Any questions, call Cathy Nelson at the 
6th Street switchboard.   
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ANTICIPATED 

VACANCIES  
2009-2010 

 

MANAGEMENT 
 

Professional Development Coordinator (Closing date: January 30, 2009) (1.0) 
(Northern Facility/Professional Development)   

 

 CONTRACTED 
 

Curriculum Consultant Science  (1.0) 
(33rd Ave/Northeast Region)   
   
School Social Worker  (.6) 
(Northern Facility/Northeast Region)   
   
Speech-Language Pathologist  (1.0) 
(Agency Center TBD/Region TBD)   
   
Teacher: Off-Site Programs  (1.0) 
(A.W.A.R.E/Off-Site Region)   

 

2008-2009 
CONTRACTED 

 
Occupational Therapist  (1.4) 
(Northern Facility/Cedar Rapids Region)  (.4) 
(Northern Facility/Agency-wide)  (1.0) 

 

SALARIED 
 

Programmer   (1.0) 
(Northern Facility/IMS)   

 

CLASSIFIED 
 

Paraeducator/Autism (Recommendation Pending) (1.0) 
(33rd Ave/Central Region)   
   
Paraeducator   
(Off-Site/AWARE)  (.72) 
(Off-Site/BLC)  (.72) 
(37.5 hours/week; school year)   

 

 
 

ASSIGNMENT OPENINGS 
In addition to the vacancy posting, assignment openings may also be available to contracted staff members for a period of five 
days.  For a listing of those assignment openings, staff may call voicemail box x6302.  (In-house: 6555, x6302; Cedar Rapids 
calling area: 399-6555, x6302; WATS line: 1-800-798-9771, x6302).  Staffs wishing to be considered for a change in 
assignment are to submit the request in writing to both the identified Regional Administrator and the Associate Administrator.  
(For further information regarding assignment requests, please see Article 10, Paragraph D, of the Master Agreement for 
Contacted Staff) 


