
October 31, 2008
Internal Weekly Announcements 
for Grant Wood Area Education 
Agency Staff and Board

Mark Your Calendars
Nov. 4  Election Day 
Nov. 18  GWAEA Board Meeting 
   5:30 p.m./33rd Avenue  
Nov. 26  Agency closes at 3 p.m. 
Nov. 27  Thanksgiving Holiday 
Nov. 28  Agency closed

Announcements
 •The GWAEA Board usually meets on 
the third Wednesday of the month. Howev-
er, for the month of November, the meeting 
will be on the thirdTuesday, November 18.

 •This is a correction to the Holiday 
Potluck information provided in the Oc-
tober 17 issue. The dates of December 
10 (Coralville) and December 17 (33rd 
Avenue) were correct BUT the day of the 
week should be Wednesday! 

Grant Wood AEA Staff Provides Screening 
Services
Grant Wood AEA provides developmental and hearing/vision screening ser-
vices for children ages birth to age five as part of the Family and Community 
Health Alliance Well Child Screening Clinics. 

The Grant Wood AEA staff 
providing these services 
includes Donna Matthews, 
Child Support Special-
ist; Marilyn Lambertsen, 
Child Support Specialist; 
and Sherry Schroeder (in 
photo at right), Audiom-
etrist/Vision Screener. 
Approximately 800 children 
are screened through the 
service annually.

The weekly clinics are held year round per the following schedule:

Mondays and Fridays - Linn County Public Health Dept., 501 13th Street NW, 
Cedar Rapids 
Tuesdays - HACAP Urban Family Resource Center, 1328 2nd Avenue SE, 
Cedar Rapids

Appointments for the well child clinics can be scheduled by calling United Way 
211 or, in Linn County, by calling HACAP at 739-0010. For areas outside of 
Linn County, call Grant Wood AEA at (319) 399-6700. 

Referrals are made to Early ACCESS, Grant Wood AEA Early Childhood, or to 
a family physician. Linn County Empowerment provides most of the funding for 
these screening services. 

Additional community screening sites are also held at the Cedar Rapids Parks 
& Recreation at Ambroz Center, Head Start sites, daycare centers, and as part 
of the annual Community Baby Shower event. During the Well Child visits, 
parents receive early literacy packets. The packets contain information about 
parent-child interactions through books and age-appropriate games. 

In addition to the developmental screening services, Matthews and Lambertsen 
provide community outreach services. A seasonal newsletter, Kid Collage, 
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features ideas to increase interactions 
between parents and children birth to age 
five. The newsletter shares tips on par-
enting, healthy snack recipes, safety, and 
suggestions for books that feature project 
ideas to complete with young children. To 
be added to the newsletter mailing list, 
contact Erlene Spicer at Ext. 6821.

Another community outreach program 
is the Magic Book Bag Program, which 
is an interactive, early literacy project 
designed to promote early language skills 
and the love of reading. The Magic Book 
Bag Program is held in several outly-
ing community libraries, including Ely, 
Springville, Central City, Coggon, Center 
Point, Fairfax, Mount Vernon, and Lisbon. 
Children participating in the program 
receive a free book bag that includes a 
literature book and activities to develop 
early literacy skills in young children.

Additional community outreach services 
include hands-on, interactive parent 
workshops offering developmentally ap-
propriate activities to encourage parent-
child interactions. The hands-on work-
shops are for early childhood day care 
providers, parents and preschool teach-
ers. These workshops offer developmen-
tally appropriate activities to encourage 
parent-child interactions and to foster and 
nurture young children’s developmental 
skills.

For more information about the Fam-
ily and Community Health Alliance Well 
Child Screening Clinics and the com-
munity outreach services, contact Donna 
VM 6559, Marilyn VM 6510 or Sherry VM 
6685.

Collecting Containers
I am still collecting cans that I use to 
make games to hand out to young chil-
dren. I am collecting the small General 
Foods International coffee cans and 
the small, plastic Folgers coffee cans. 
I would really appreciate you cleaning 
them out before dropping them off in 
Erlene Spicer’s office at 33rd Ave. I use 
quite a few of these in a years time, so 
collect them all year long! Thanks.

Donna Matthews

Preparing the Educator for Post 
Disaster Practice

November 13, 2008 
Grant Wood AEA 33rd Ave, Room 214 

2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Agenda

Beth Robins – St. Luke's Family Coun-
seling Center; Cindy Kaestner  - Abbe 
Center for Community Mental Health

Beth and Cindy will provide us a 
historical, current and future picture of 
structures and groups responding to 
our counties and communities resource 
and mental health needs due to this 
summer’s disaster(s). 

Katy Lee and Kelly Jones  - Grant Wood 
AEA CISM team

Katy and Kelly will familiarize partici-
pants with literature about the impact 
of disasters on children, families and 
communities, along with the opportunity 
to explore curriculum materials on the 
Grant Wood AEA website to utilize with 
children.

Pre-registration is preferred through our 
professional development office and a 
session number will be available soon. 
On site registration will also be avail-
able. We look forward to seeing you at 
this learning and collaborative opportu-
nity for Grant Wood AEA staff.

Congratulations!
 •to Deb Johnson, 33rd Avenue 
Secretary on the birth of another 
granddaughter. Lena Dorothy arrived 
on Friday, October 24th. She weighed 8 
lbs. 1 oz. and was 21 inches long. Proud 
parents are Bill and Nora Taylor.  

Thank You
“Once again, I have been overwhelmed 
by the comfort and support from the 
GWAEA in the many cards, messages 
and emails that I’ve received since the 
recent death of my father. Thank you for 
thinking of me.” 

Deb Preisser

TSA/403b Plan Session in Iowa 
City
Additional TSA/403b Plan Session – An 
information session for GWAEA staff 
was held on 10/28. It was well-attended 
and we had some very positive feedback 
about the presentation. Iowa City CSD 
is hosting a local session for their staff 
next Wednesday, November 5th at 4:00 
p.m. in the Opstad Auditorium at City 
High School. GWAEA employees are 
welcome to attend that presentation and 
no registration is necessary. The RIC re-
tirement benefits educator from the State 
of Iowa will review the IRS changes, dis-
cuss the benefits of the State 403b plan 
and answer questions. The presentation 
should last about an hour and then advi-
sors from the providers will be available 
to give product information and answer 
questions. There is also detailed informa-
tion, recorded webcasts and updates 
available online on the RIC website at 
www.das.hre.iowa.gov/ric/403b/

 Blanket Drive
Grant Wood AEA will 
once again have a blanket drive. Blan-
kets will be collected until Monday, 
December 22. The yellow collection box 
is located in the 33rd Avenue building at 
the West Entrance next to the stair well.

The blankets go to people who are either 
homeless or who live in poverty. They 
come for food regularly to the Loaves 
and Fishes Food Pantry in Cedar Rap-
ids. It is located on Third Avenue near 
Westminster Presbyterian Church. There 
are usually about 125 people per week 
who come for food. When they have 
received blankets in the past they have 
been so grateful. You can’t imagine how 
grateful they are to receive something as 
simple as a warm blanket!

Our Sympathy
 •to Julie Barnd, School Social 
Worker. Her mother-in-law, Lillyan Barnd 
passed away Friday, October 24. 

(Screening Services-Continued) 
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United Way Giving Down a Little
 United Way pledges are down by 
about 30 percent compared to the final 
totals raised last year. So far, we have 
received $7,781 in pledges and checks 
for the East Central Iowa campaign and 
$3,960 for the Johnson County campaign. 
We are hopeful that more staff will yet par-
ticipate. If you did not receive a pledge 
card or would like to make a donation, 
please contact Karen Michalec (Ext. 
6415) or George Held (Ext. 6714) in the 
communications department. 

Buy, Sell, Trade...
FOR SALE: Retirement  Condo-well 
maintained 2 bedroom, 1 bath condo in 
Solon’s Terrace Lane Community. Walk-
ing distance to all shops, services. Warm 
welcoming community-170K. Contact 
mross@aea10.k12.ia.us/319-338-0082 for 
further info.

FOR SALE: Broyhill sofa. Frame and 
cushions in good shape, but needs to be 
recovered. Best offer. Call Susie at Ext. 
6775.

WANTED:  Paper towel rolls for a social 
event for students’ families served by the 
itinerant teachers of the deaf and hard of 
hearing. Please drop off in the plastic tub 
in the entry way of the side (staff) en-
trance at the 33rd Ave. building in Cedar 
Rapids by Wednesday, Nov. 12. Any ques-
tions, contact Kathy Wilson (Ext. 6839) or 
your favorite itinerant. Thanks!

Professional Development 
Opportunities
10/29/08  Data Tools for Autism  
Spectrum Disorders 
10/30/08  Community Agency Resource 
Fair  Community Partners 
11/4/08   Emergent Literacy: Fostering 
Reading Success During the Earliest 
Years of Schooling 
11/6/08   PowerPoint Basics 
11/11/08   Section 504 Plans 
11/17/08   CBE Social Emotional  
Behavioral 
11/17/08   CISM Group Crisis  
Intervention 
11/18/08   A Review of IEP Documentation 
& Processes for AEA and LEA Staff 
11/18/08   Working with Clip Art 
11/24/08   Coping with Change in the 
Workplace 
11/25/08   IEC Scholastic Iowa Tour

National Speakers in December

Dec. 4 - Jo Robinson 
How to Get More Out of Your Core Read-
ing Program

Dec. 8 - Stan Davis 
Schools Where Everyone Belongs

For location, more information, or to reg-
ister, go to the Professional Development 
web page.

Bulletin Board is published and distributed weekly 
to all GWAEA staff and Board members.   
   Buy, Sell or Trade items will be run for 2 weeks. 
   Staff wishing to submit items should do so by 
Wed. of the week they wish the item to be printed.  
Send to Karen Michalec, Editor. 
   When submitting news, please remember that 
agency staff work in a variety of locations, and it 
may take two weeks to reach them with printed 
material.
   Please note: the Bulletin Board is posted on the 
agency’s Web site. We recommend you use your 
office or voice mail phone number instead of your 
home telephone number for any items listed in this 
newsletter.

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in 
its employment practices, educational programs and services, and 
does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national 
origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by 
law. If you believe you or your child has been discriminated against 
or treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordina-
tor, Maria Cashman, at 319-399-6647 or 1-800-332-8488 or TDD 
319-399-6766, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, 
IA 52404.

Student Trip to New York
An educational trip to New York City has 
room for several more middle school 
students (parents welcome also). This is 
a four-day all-inclusive trip arranged by 
WorldStrides, the educational touring or-
ganization. The trip is this summer, June 
21-24, 2009. The itinerary includes many 
historical sites throughout Manhattan (El-
lis Island, Wall St., Ground Zero, Central 
Park, Times Square, Radio City, Rock-
efeller Center, etc.) as well as attending a 
Broadway play. For details contact Jenny 
Flieder prior to the end of October at 
(319) 377-9401 or 373-0071 ext.4436.

Flu Shot Update
 There were a total of 154 flu shots 
given out this year. Cedar Rapids-95; 
Coralville-59.

Bouquets & Kudos...
•to GWAEA Technology Consultant, Tony Amsler and Andy Crozier, Coordina-
tor, Digital Learning Technology for facilitating Monticello Middle School's iPOD 
project. The recent purchase of 20 iPODs will assist special education students 
improve their reading and test scores.

(l-r) Monticello special education teachers Kelly Luckstead, Carrie Steger and Mary 
Ann Ahlrichs, teacher Curt Tauke, Principal Bill Gilkerson, Technology Technician 
Mike Robertson, Tony Amsler and Andy Crozier, GWAEA Technology. (Photo-
graph courtesy of The Monticello (Iowa) Express - October 22, 2008.)
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VACANCIES  
2008-2009 

 

CONTRACTED 
 

Curriculum Consultant Science  (1.4) 
(33rd Ave/Northeast Region)  (.4) 
(33rd Ave/Northeast Region)  (1.0) 
   
Early Education Specialist  (1.0) 
(Northern Facility/Agency-wide)   
   
Occupational Therapist (Closing date: November 14, 2008) (.4) 
(Northern Facility/Cedar Rapids Region)   
   
Physical Therapist  (.2) 
(Northern Facility/Northwest Region)   
   
School Social Worker  (.6) 
(Northern Facility/Northeast Region)   
   
Speech-Language Pathologist  (1.0) 
(Agency-wide/Southwest Region)   

 

SALARIED 
 

Programmer  (1.0) 
(Northern Facility/IMS)   

 

CLASSIFIED 
 

Paraeducator/Autism  (1.5) 
(33rd Ave/Central Region) (Closing date: October 31, 2008) (1.0) 
(33rd Ave/Central Region) (Closing date: November 7, 2008) (.5) 
(20 hours/week; year round)   
   
Paraeducator   
(Off-Site/AWARE) (Closed to applications; 

interviewing) 
(.72) 

(Off-Site/AWARE) (Closed to applications; 
interviewing) 

(.72) 

(Off-Site/BLC) (Closed to applications; 
interviewing) 

(.72) 

(Off-Site/LIFESKILLS) (Closed to applications; 
interviewing) 

(.72) 

(37.5 hours/week; school year)   
   
Superintendent, Building & Grounds (Closing date: November 7, 2008) (1.0) 
(Northern Facility/Building & Grounds)   
   
Technology Systems Technician (Closing date: November 7, 2008) (1.0) 
(Northern Facility/Technology Center)   

 
 
 

ASSIGNMENT OPENINGS 
In addition to the vacancy posting, assignment openings may also be available to contracted staff members for a period of five 
days.  For a listing of those assignment openings, staff may call voicemail box x6302.  (In-house: 6555, x6302; Cedar Rapids 
calling area: 399-6555, x6302; WATS line: 1-800-798-9771, x6302).  Staffs wishing to be considered for a change in 
assignment are to submit the request in writing to both the identified Regional Administrator and the Associate Administrator.  
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(For further information regarding assignment requests, please see Article 10, Paragraph D, of the Master Agreement for 
Contacted Staff) 


