
Educating for the
Innovation Age

LEArnIng for Tomorrow In EAsTErn IowA

Here’s a list of places to get started

www.iowafuture.org
Iowafuture is a site dedicated to promoting innovation in Iowa education.

www.iowatransformed.com
TransformED is a sourcemedia effort to spark conversations about transforming our 
traditional approach to education toward a model that better reflects 21st century realities.

get involved!
•  support your school and community in getting this work done. 
•  Let your legislators know what needs to be done. Easy access to your 
 legislators can be found at www.legis.iowa.gov/index.aspx and click on the 
 “Legislators” tab.
•  Contribute original works or useful resources to the iowafuture.org website. 
•  share your passion for educational transformation with local community, social 
 and business groups. And we can help by providing you with tools and resources.

follow Us on twitter 
#eiacompact  and  #iowafuture and  #studentvoiceia

ways that

our vision
eastern iowa is 

recognized as the most 

progressive, cutting-

edge place for learning 

and achievement in 

the nation and world. 

it is the place where 

the deepest learning, 

the most successful 

innovation and the 

highest achievement 

happens routinely.

you can help...
...will take students to places – real and virtual – 
we’ve never been. 

...they will perform jobs that don’t exist today. 

...belongs to them. Iowa must look ahead to 
provide what’s best for students, not back at how 
things used to be.  

to that end, we must tackle problems that  
currently exist, including:

-  learning environments that result in disengaged students
-  education models that don’t match today’s learner
-  structures that inhibit students from developing a 
 passion for what they are learning
-  policies and procedures that limit flexibility

Because tomorrow...

educating for the innovation age  
in eastern iowa
The goal is to create an educational system that engages 
learners and meets the needs of children, families, 
businesses and our community. To do this we must:

1) Build collaborative learning structures and opportunities.
2) Establish clear and rigorous learning targets.
3) Create personalized learning experiences that develop  
 critical thinking, creativity, and the ability to solve difficult 
 problems.
4)  Create highly flexible, customized, and innovative 
 approaches for student learning.

our yesterday is 
not their tomorrow.

eastern iowa compact
Pledge your support by signing  
the Eastern Iowa Compact today at 
www.commitandact4kids.org

“We love to learn, 
but school is often 
boring. The goal 
seems to be to 
pile up credits so we can get out of high school, 
and half of the time we don’t understand why we 
need to learn what is being taught. When are we 
ever going to use that information anyway?”

please join the 

effort and help 

eastern iowa bring 

this vision to reality!



“While my learning coaches work 
either at the school or in the 
community, some of my instructors 
are from other schools or even other 
states or countries. For example, 

I am learning to speak Chinese by skype with a 
student from China who is learning to 
speak English. Additionally, 
I meet with a local 
Chinese speaking 
family to practice 
my conversational 
Chinese.”

learning strUctUres 
   wHere...
• Peers with similar interests and learning targets 
 collaborate.
• Learning coaches, also known as teachers, work 
 collaboratively with students and other learning 
 coaches to plan and learn together.

 college prepared
 career ready

 community involved

learning targets   
    wHere... 
• Passion and interest are connected through a 
 personalized learning plan.
• Learning is designed and delivered through 
 clear and challenging paths.
• Progress and adjustments are made through 
 regular interactions with learning coaches.

learning plans 
   wHere...
• Experiences are personalized and require the 
 use of critical and creative thinking to solve real 
 life problems.
• students, parents, and learning coaches 
 collaborate to develop customized learning plans.

flexiBle, cUstomized and 
innovative approacHes to 
deliver learning 
   wHicH...
• Allows schools to leverage community and virtual  
 resources for learning without increasing expenses.

“Having an interest in the 
environment, I got involved in a 
project with our transportation 
department. Could I create a bus 
schedule to reduce the amount 

of diesel fuel used? Working with students and 
experts from across the country, I found a way 
to save 50,000 miles a year and 10,000 gallons 
of fuel! This project pushed me to deepen my 
communication, math, and science skills and I now 
see the connections between economics, science, 
communication, and current issues.”

“I don’t just learn facts and take tests.  
I must demonstrate how I can apply 
what I learn to create something new 
or solve real world problems. Through 
real application I actually know why 

I am learning the information and how to apply it to 
what is happening in the world around me.”

“I develop my communication and 
writing skills through my love of 
wrestling by blogging and engaging 
in on-line conversations with the 
larger wrestling community. My 

learning coach connected me with some elementary 
students and I’m teaching them how to blog. I have 
even had a few wrestling stories published in the 
local newspaper.“

To see what Eastern Iowa students are 
saying about how schools need to change, 
see the student Voice Video Contest 
website at: www.commitandact4kids.org

sign the Eastern Iowa 
Compact online today!

www.commitandact4kids.orgequipping our children 
for their tomorrow means designing...

Video

student
voice

CONTEST

An initiative to support Iowa’s future by creating 
an education system for the Innovation Age.


