
Governor Branstad has submitted a budget to the state legislature that cuts AEA funding by 
nearly 20%. We need your help to ask the legislature to eliminate this cut. 

As a parent of a child who receives our services, we know you are interested in the quality of the ser-
vices available. If this cut occurs, it would likely become a permanent reduction to the AEA. Thus, it 
would reduce the agency’s ability to deliver services in the future.

The Governor’s cut amounts to the equivalent of about 36 Grant Wood AEA staff members’ salaries 
and benefits. He has imposed this cut for the last two years because he has believed the AEAs’ re-
serve fund levels were too high. However, the percent of the AEA’s budget reserve is similar to what 
the state actually maintains for its budget!

There is no good reason to continue to cut AEA funding. Over the next couple of years, our reserves 
will be reduced in a responsible manner, making sure we provide a sustainable system to provide 
support to the families we serve. 

We ask you to email or send a letter today to your state senator and  
representative and use some language such as the following:

We need your help!
Please write your state senator and representative!

Dear Representative [name of state representative or state senator]:
As a family whose child receives services from the AEA, I/we  
want you to support full funding to the AEAs. Please remove  
the Governor’s $20 million budget cut to the AEAs from your  
2014 budget. 
Please add a reason why you think the AEA deserves their  
support. Tell them in a couple of sentences about the services  
your child/family has received from the AEA.

You can find your state legislators by using this link:  https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/find.aspx

On the right hand side of the page, you’ll see where you can find your legislator by entering your home 
address and city. That generates the name of your specific state representative and state senator. (Don’t 
contact your U.S. Senator or U.S. Representative – they don’t have to approve the Governor’s budget.)

Thank you for your help! If you have any questions, contact us at grantwoodaea@gwaea.org or call 
George Held in the Grant Wood AEA Communications at 319-399-6714.

If you plan to email a message on our behalf, please write a message TODAY and send it. As Senator 
Horn has said, “If you contact us after the issue is considered, your input is useless to us.” If you would, 
please copy us on your email, using this email address: grantwoodaea@gwaea.org

          Thank you


