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Jan Baburek
Secretary

Jan began her career at Grant Wood AEA 
in March of 1977. She was support staff to 
School Social Work and Early Childhood. 
Her first supervisor was Kathy Collison 
Good. During her time at GWAEA she 
has supported Home/Hospital Services; 
Occupational and Physical Therapy; Word 
Processing; IMS; Science, Math, and School 
Improvement Consultants; and the NE 
Region. Her supervisors have consisted 
of Gloria Kimble, Marti Cooper, Al Fleider, 
Michelle Tressel, Mary Ellen Becker, Marcia 
Mundy, Janine Wahl, Jim Barth, Bart Mason, 
and Keith Stamp.

“One of the best memories of working 
at Grant Wood AEA will be the people I 
have met and worked with. They become 
your family. I have been touched by many 
wonderful people and have made some 
lasting friendships over the years.”

Melody Cassidy
Curriculum Consultant

Melody joined Grant Wood AEA in 
August 2006 as a literacy consultant, and 
her first supervisor was Kris Donnelly. 
Melody has served most districts in the 
Grant Wood AEA service area. 

“I have so enjoyed building both 
professional and personal relationships 
with my colleagues, with teachers and 
administrators, and with our phenomenal 
support staff. I also am very appreciative 
of the professional learning I have 
received to better meet the needs of the 
districts that I have supported during the 
past 10 years.”

“Our Literacy Team is remarkable. Their 
knowledge and professionalism makes me 
proud to be a member of the team.”

Deb Johnson
Secretary

Deb joined Grant Wood AEA in April 
1987 beginning her career in Human 
Resources working 20 hours a week. 

“The only pieces of equipment we had at 
the time were a copier and a typewriter. 
E-mail and voicemail did not yet exist. 
After a few years there, I replaced Mary 
Lou Stepanek as the full-time receptionist/
switchboard operator. I remember being 
nicknamed ‘The Voice’ of the agency. After 
doing that for about four years, I became 
an Educational Services secretary, working 
with the curriculum consultants. The 
position has changed considerably over 
the years, both in scope and location.”

When asked what she has liked most 
about working at Grant Wood AEA,  
Deb shared, “Definitely the people!”

Sue Lovik
Early Education Consultant

Sue began her career at Grant Wood 
AEA in November 2005. Her first 
supervisor was Kris Donnelly, and she has 
worked with at least 20 school districts 
during her 10 years with the agency.

“I would say that my proudest 
accomplishment has been helping 
preschool programs prepare for their 

Iowa Quality Preschool Program 
Standards verification visits as part of the 
Statewide Voluntary Preschool Program.”

“I have enjoyed working with dedicated 
professionals in the field of education, 
both at GWAEA and in the districts that 
I have served. I have had the opportunity 
to visit many preschool programs 
throughout my years and gotten to know 
quite a few teachers. It has been amazing 
to watch as teachers and programs grow 
and improve their quality.”

Sheila Matheson
Speech-Language Pathologist

Sheila joined Grant Wood AEA in March 
1979 as a speech-language pathologist. 

“My first supervisor was Pat Beste, and 
my districts included Cedar Rapids, 
Marion, Central City, and Monticello.”

“I am most proud of the work I have 
done the past five years with the Assistive 
Technology team. I also cherish the time 
I have spent working with the GW 
Association and the many wonderful 
friendships I have made through the years.”

“I have liked working at Grant Wood 
AEA all these years because there 
are opportunities to expand one’s 
professional learning and constantly 
challenge one’s skill set. Even though I 
have been at Grant Wood AEA for many 
years, I do not feel as though I have done 
the same job all those years. There are 
lots of ways of stretching and growing 
within the agency.”

Debbie Mills
Speech-Language Pathologist

Debbie started at Grant Wood AEA in 
August 1978 and worked until June 1993. 
She interviewed with Walt Daum and 
worked with Pat Beste. Debbie’s original 
job title was speech-language pathologist. 
She then left GWAEA for about 10 years, 
and returned in September 2003 as one 
of the first speech paraeducators. In 
2004, she was hired as an agency speech-
language pathologist.

“I have worked in several districts and 
several schools. I started out at Tyler 
Elementary School in the Cedar Rapids 
School District. I served several schools 
in the Cedar Rapids district, and I also 
served Alburnett School District and Troy 
Mills in the North-Linn School District. 
When I returned to Grant Wood AEA 
after my hiatus, I worked in the Central 
Region, serving all three districts (College 
Community, Linn-Mar and Marion) as an 
SLP or an AT Coach.”

“I am proud of helping students develop 
communication systems that allow them 
to communicate with all people they 
come in contact with. I am proud of the 
time I spent as the speech lead, working 
with and supporting the great SLPs that 
work at Grant Wood AEA.”

“I have enjoyed the people I have worked 
with and the relationships and friendships 
I have made. I have had the privilege to 
work with colleagues in all disciplines and 
they have all helped me to grow as a 
professional and as a person.”

“It has been a privilege to work at Grant 
Wood AEA.”
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Helen Nagel
Speech-Language Pathologist

Helen began with Grant Wood AEA in 
the fall of 1981 as a speech-language 
pathologist. 

“My first supervisor was Pat Beste and 
my districts were North-Linn and Central 
City from 1981 to 1985 and the rest of 
the time in Cedar Rapids Community 
School District.”

“I have enjoyed the big variety of students 
I have worked with and the many 
wonderful teachers and support staff 
members I have met and worked with 
along the way.” 

Cheryl Nevenhoven
School Psychologist

Cheryl began her career as a school 
psychologist with Grant Wood AEA 
in August 1992 after a move from 
Schaumburg, Illinois (suburban Chicago). 
“My first supervisor was Ken McCullough, 
and schools in the Iowa City School 
District, including the private schools.”

“Even more than all of the evaluations 
conducted, I have been able to 
provide parents, teachers, and students 
consultation that was built on positive 
psychology; that is, emphasis on individual’s 
strengths. Furthermore, I have established 
strong working relationships with private 
practitioners and parents that have 
accessed outside evaluations.”

“I have enjoyed the many opportunities 
for professional development. Needless 
to say, the stand-out memories are the 
connections made with GWAEA staff 
including secretaries (Cedar Rapids and 
Iowa City), media staff members, tech 
experts, business office staff, school 
psychologists, administrators, and all of my 
fellow Iowa City School District GWAEA 
colleagues.”

Mary Beth Ross
School Psychologist

Mary Beth began her career as a 
GWAEA school psychologist in 2004 
working under the supervision of Keith 
Stamp. She has served the Iowa City, 
Tipton, West Branch, Clear Creek Amana, 
and Williamsburg school districts. 

“I have felt most fulfilled by helping move 
schools toward MTSS in the areas of 
behavior and academics. Secondly, I have 
been grateful to extend the understanding 
for teachers, associates and parents in 
effective interventions for those with 
autism spectrum disorders. In addition, 
I have also enjoyed contributing to my 
profession through supervising University 
of Iowa School Psych graduate students.”

“I have most appreciated the deepening 
friendships that have developed over the 
years as I worked with highly motivated 
and talented colleagues from a variety of 
backgrounds.”

“It has been a great privilege to 
continually learn and serve in a position 
that allowed me to see improvements in 
special education across the nation over 
four decades.”

Virginia Smelser
Records Technician

Virginia joined the agency in May 1999 as 
a records technician in Central File. Her 
supervisor was Kathleen Aller. 

“At that time, work in Central File meant 
mainly filing, filing & more filing. That 
has changed over the years and now, 
thankfully, most information can be found 
at the touch of a keyboard. Central File 
serves our AEA staff in particular, but also 
provides assistance to school districts, care 
providers, service agencies and parents.”

“People always say working with our 
staff is the best. I will say the same. It has 
been a privilege to work with people 
who have dedicated their lives to making 
the lives of children and their families 
just a little easier. Specifically, I’d like to 
extend a ‘thank-you’ to the IMS staff who 
I’ve worked closely with over the years. 
Their knowledge, their insight and their 
friendship have allowed me to be better 
at work and at life.”

Anne Steffensmeier
Speech-Language Pathologist

Anne began her career at Grant Wood 
AEA in August 1979 as a speech-language 
pathologist serving Early ACCESS/Early 
Childhood. Currently, she serves Early 
ACCESS in the Linn-Mar and Marion 
school districts 

“When I began at Grant Wood AEA, I 
did diagnostics for children birth to five 
in all of SE Cedar Rapids, some of NE 
Cedar Rapids, Linn-Mar, Marion, College 
Community, Mount Vernon, Lisbon, 
Springville, Clarence-Lowden, Midland, 
Anamosa, Monticello, and Tipton.”

 “My proudest achievements include 
working on the Pivotal Skills Program, 
serving as Discipline Lead for Early 
Childhood and co-chair for the Speech-
Language Pathologists, and completing 
presentations at state and national 
conferences.”

 “The staff, people and the families I have 
worked with are what I have enjoyed most 
about working at Grant Wood AEA.”
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