
Grant Wood Area Education Agency 
special education literacy (SPEL) staff 
are harnessing the power of $4,000 
grant funding to help build early literacy 
skills in preschool homes. The Read 
to Me! Talk to Me! Program helps 
provide children opportunities to have 
conversations about books, and gives 
parents suggestions for research-based 
strategies and other interactions to 
help the parent enhance the reading 
experience.

This home library effort began in 2013. 
Since its inception the program has 
distributed book sets to Lisbon, Cedar 
Rapids, Anamosa, Benton, Clear Creek 
Amana, English Valleys, Iowa Valley, 
Williamsburg, Midland, Monticello,  
Mt. Vernon, North Cedar, Olin, Solon, 
Tipton, Highland, Center Point-Urbana, 
Linn-Mar, Marion, Vinton-Shellsburg 
and North Linn. 

This year the SPEL team members 
used funding from the Wal-Mart 
and Alliant Energy Foundations 
to purchase books. GWAEA staff 
helped assemble 19 sets of 55 books 
that were distributed to College 
Community, Monticello, Mid-
Prairie, Belle Plaine, HLV, Iowa City, 
Washington and Alburnett school 
districts.
 
“This has been an ongoing initiative,” 
said Kim Smith, GWAEA emergent 
literacy team member. “With this 
latest distribution, more than 500 
additional preschool children are able 
to take books home to read with their 
families.”
 
Kim and her colleagues are planning 
to apply for additional grant dollars to 
continue the effort, which is receiving 

great reviews from area teachers. 
“We’re so excited to have this 
opportunity to help take the reading 
experience to a higher level for even 
more children.”
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GWAEA Emergent Literacy SPEL team members 
delivering a home library set. Back: Connie Cranny, 
Kim Smith, Deb Robins, Christy Yetley. Front: Kathy 
Curphey, Alaina Daters. (Not Pictured: Donna 
Claflin.)

Sara Blake, preschool teacher, and Christy Yetley, 
GWAEA special education consultant

Shelby Patterson, teacher, Alburnett Angie McLean, Iowa City preschool teacher

Grant Wood Area Education Agency offers opportunities for 
professional learning to enhance professional skills and practices 
to improve student learning.  These include a variety of courses 
for credit, workshops that offer the latest evidence-based 
professional learning for educators, parents and community 
partners, and paraeducator and substitute authorization training 
programs. We partner with Drake University and Morningside 
College to offer graduate credit for courses offered through 
GWAEA and as a link to their endorsement programs offered  
as collaborative partners with our AEA.
 
Additionally, we serve as a point of contact for information 
regarding professional educators' license renewal and  
mandatory training. For registration and location  
information, visit GWAEA Professional Development,  
http://web1.gwaea.org/profdev/index.html.

Building School 2.0: How to Create  
the Schools We Need
March 1, 2017   
Number: 19450-16-01

Developing and Assessing Basic Fact Fluency
March 24, 2017
Number: 19480-16-01

Trauma Informed Care, Schools 
& Your Approach to Students/Yourself
Number: 19487-16-01
March 27, 2017

Expanding Expressive Language Workshop
April 6, 2017
Number: 19464-16-02

Standards-Based Grading Conference 2017
April 6, 2017
Number: 19272-16-01

Grant Wood AEA Transition Night: Your Child’s 
Future...The Possibilities are Endless
April 13, 2017
Number: 19052-16-01

Building Bridges: Assistive Technology Conference     
April 25, 2017
Number: 19018-16-01

ABOUT THIS WORKSHOP
This conference is designed to support practicing educators to learn 

how to effectively develop, design and implement a standards-based 

grading system that aligns with a vision for improved instruction, 

assessment, and grading and reporting practices that supports 

the Iowa Core Curriculum.  Classroom practitioners will have 

the opportunity to share resources and practices that have led to 

successful implementation.Participants will engage in learning topics that will support:
• Promoting School Improvement through Leadership
• Supporting Student Learning through Standards
• Implementation of Assessment and Student Feedback Practices

• Engaging in Collaborative Practices to Improve Student Outcomes

• Challenging Traditional Grading Practices.Additional breakout sessions will be offered by area practitioners 

experienced in implementing SBG in their schools.Target Audience: K-12 Administrators, Teachers, Consultants

STANDARDS-BASED  GRADING CONFERENCE 2017

Douglas B. Reeves, Ph.D., is author of 30 
books and many articles on leadership and 
organizational effectiveness. Dr. Reeves 
has twice been named to the Harvard 
University Distinguished Authors Series. 
He was named the Brock International 
Laureate for his contributions to education and also received 

the Distinguished Service Award from the National Association 

of Secondary School Principals and the Parents Choice Award 

for his writing for children and parents. He is the 2010 recipient 

of the National Staff Development Council’s Contribution to 

the Field Award.

Featured Presenter: Dr. Doug Reeves

Registration information:GWAEA Professional Development319-399-6767 or 800-798-9771, ext. 6767 or gwaeapd@gwaea.org

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and services, and 

does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital 

status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child has been discriminated against or 

treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 

4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

REGISTRATIONDownload Form: http://web1.gwaea.org/profdev/pdf/registform.pdf 

Register Online: https://web1.gwaea.org/apps/ProfDev/user/signon.cfm  

Course Number: 19272-16-01Registration deadline: March 31, 2017 at 6:00 a.m.
• Educators in Grant Wood AEA area, Total for non-credit $150

• Outside of Grant Wood AEA area,Total for non-credit $175

• Registration is not complete until all fees are paid in full.

APRIL 6, 20178:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.DoubleTreeCedar Rapids Convention Complex350 1st Ave. N.E.Cedar Rapids, Iowa

As we thrive to provide learning that is equitable and 

personal for all learners, there is a growing desire to 

re-examine education and learning. Educators use 

the phrase “school 2.0” to think about what schools 

will look like in the future. Moving beyond a basic 

examination of using technology for classroom 

instruction, Building School 2.0: How to Create 

the Schools We Need is a larger discussion of how 

teachers and school leaders can change student 

education, learning and our physical school spaces  to 

reflect the changing nature of our lives brought on by 

new technologies.

Systems Thinking Organizational 
Leadership

Building School 2.0: 
How to Create the Schools We Need

Zac Chase is a thought-leader 
on combining pedagogy and 
technology for teaching and 
has led schools and systems in 
Canada, Kenya, Malaysia, South 
Africa, and Pakistan to consider 
the intersection of learning, 
inquiry, reflective pedagogy, 
technology, and project-based 
learning.

March 1, 2017
1:00-3:30 p.m.

Target Audience: 
K-12 Administrators, Teachers, 

Teacher Librarians, Consultants

REGISTRATION INFORMATION:

GWAEA Professional Development

319-399-6767 or 800-798-9771, ext. 6767 

or gwaeapd@gwaea.org

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and services, and 

does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital 

status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child has been discriminated against or 

treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 

4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

REGISTRATION
Download Form: http://www.gwaea.org/profdev/pdf/registform.pdf

Register Online: https://www.gwaea.org/apps/ProfDev/user/signon.cfm

Course Number: 19450-16-01

Registration deadline: Feb. 15, 2017 at 6:00 a.m.

• Educators in Grant Wood AEA area, Total for non-credit $40

• Outside of Grant Wood AEA area,Total for non-credit $65

• Registration is not complete until all fees are paid in full. 

GRANT WOOD AEA 

SEMINAR 
SERIES 

2016-17

National presentations 
brought to you locally by 

Grant Wood AEA 

Grant Wood AEA
4401 Sixth St. S.W.
Cedar Rapids, IA

Expanding Expressive 

Language Workshop

INSTRUCTOR

Sara L. Smith, Creator of the Expanding 

Expression Tool (EET) and Presenter

As a national speaker, Sara provides insight into 

learning and demonstrates strategies to use 

with all children. Her interest and continued 

study of language processing and multi-sensory 

approaches has led to her development of 

the Expanding Expression Tool for improved 

oral and written expression. She received her 

Master’s Degree from Bowling Green State 

University in Speech-Language Pathology.

Grant Wood AEA

4401 Sixth St. SW 

Cedar Rapids, IowaApril 6, 2017 
8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

TARGET AUDIENCE

PreK-6 Speech-Language Pathologists, General and Special 

Education Teachers, Reading Support, Early Childhood Staff

Frustrated with receiving one-word answers when asking students 

to describe objects, items, events or vocabulary?  This simple 

multisensory program will boost oral and written language 

expression using a hands-on, structured approach to describing 

and defining.

This program provides visual and tactile information to help 

expand word choice, keep students on topic, reduce the need for 

prompting, and improve organization and comprehension.  The 

hierarchical approach will quickly take a student’s expression from 

single words to descriptive paragraphs to full reports!

This program has been classroom tested in both regular and 

special education classes.  It supports Language Arts curriculum 

and is also designed for RTI, Inclusion, Content Based Instruction 

and more.

NOTE: Kits are available through www.expandingexpression.com 

and are not included with the workshop fee.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

GWAEA Professional Development

319-399-6767 or 800-798-9771, ext. 6767 

or gwaeapd@gwaea.org

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and 

services, and does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child 

has been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 

319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

REGISTRATION
Register Online: https://www.gwaea.org/apps/ProfDev/user/signon.cfm

Download Form: http://web1.gwaea.org/profdev/pdf/registform.pdf

Course Number: 19464-16-02

Registration Deadline: 6:00 a.m. on March 23, 2017

Credit: None

Fees:
• Participants within the GWAEA area, $85

• Participants from outside the GWAEA area, $110

• Registration is not complete until all fees are paid in full. 

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

GRANT WOOD AEA

Upcoming Grant Wood AEA 
Professional Development 
Courses and Workshops

Read to Me! Talk to Me!  
Provides Support for Reading at Home

Your Child’s Future... 
   the Possibilities are Endless

TRANSITIONNIGHTGRANT WOOD AEA

Grant Wood AEA Transition Night provides information 

to parents and professionals about the transition process 

for middle and high school students who receive special 

education services.

Join us for an evening featuring services in the areas  

of living, learning and working:

4:30-5:30 p.m. Breakout Session - Student Panel

 Self-advocacy/determination

5:00-6:00 p.m. Local service provider booths

6:00-6:45 p.m. Keynote Speaker - Denise Little

 Teacher, Dyslexia Specialist and Advocate

7:00-8:00 p.m.  Breakout Session - When Students

 Transition to Adults - Financial aspects

Grant Wood AEA
4401 Sixth St. SW, Cedar Rapids, IowaThursday, April 13, 2017

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
GWAEA Professional Development

319-399-6767 or 800-798-9771, ext. 6767 
or gwaeapd@gwaea.org

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and 

services, and does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child 

has been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 

319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

REGISTRATION
Register Online: https://web1.gwaea.org/apps/ProfDev/user/signon.cfm

Download Form: http://web1.gwaea.org/profdev/pdf/registform.pdf

Course Number: 19052-16-01

Registration Deadline: 6:00 a.m. on April 12, 2017

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

GRANT WOOD AEA

Registration is recommended but not required. On-site registration will be available.

For additional information, contact:

Susan Groff-VanArendonk, Ed.S.

GWAEA Transition and Special Education Consultant

319-358-6278 or sgroff-vanarendonk@gwaea.org

Keynote Speaker: Denise Little

Denise is a successful adult with dyslexia who has spent her 

life trying to help students so they do not have to struggle 

through school the way she did. She is a Title 1 reading teacher 

for the College Community School District. Her background 

includes teaching positions for students with dyslexia and 

related learning disabilities, and students in general and 

special education. Denise has a master’s degree in elementary 

education with an emphasis in reading from Mount Mercy 

University. She is a director for the Slingerland Institute for 

Literacy and is currently president of the Iowa Branch of the 

International Dyslexia Association.

REGISTRATION INFORMATIONGWAEA Professional Development319-399-6767 or 800-798-9771, ext. 6767 or gwaeapd@gwaea.org

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and 

services, and does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child 

has been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 

319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

REGISTRATIONRegister Online: https://web1.gwaea.org/apps/ProfDev/user/signon.cfm

Download Form: http://web1.gwaea.org/profdev/pdf/registform.pdf
Course Number: 19487-16-014Registration Deadline: 6:00 a.m. on March 13, 2017Credit: None

Fees:
• Participants within the GWAEA area, $25• Participants from outside the GWAEA area, $50
• Registration is not complete until all fees are paid in full. 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

GRANT WOOD AEA

Trauma Informed Care, Schools & Your Approach to Students/Yourself

March 27, 20179:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

This training will assist school personnel in looking at how traumatic experiences may be affecting student behavior and also may be impacting their own behavior and health. It will provide staff the opportunity to discuss ways to connect to students and understand the meaning of those connections to building resiliency in themselves and in students.

TARGET AUDIENCEK-12 Administrators, General and Special Education Teachers, Paraeducators, Nurses, Counselors, Social Workers, Psychologists, Consultants
INSTRUCTORSGladys Noll Alvarez, LISWOrchard Place/Child Guidance Center, Des Moines, Iowa

Grant Wood AEA4401 Sixth St. SWCedar Rapids, Iowa

March 24, 2017
8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Grant Wood AEA
4401 Sixth St. S.W.

Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Instructors:  
Jennifer Bay-Williams 

and Gina Kling

Target Audience:   

Elementary General and  

Special Education Teachers, Early 

Childhood Staff, Consultants

What does it really mean to be fluent with basic facts, 

and how is this idea reflected in the Iowa Core?  Come 

explore how we can use strategies, games, and activities 

in meaningful ways to develop a trajectory for helping 

all students become fluent with basic facts, and consider 

ways to authentically assess fact fluency.

GINA KLING
Gina Kling teaches elementary mathematics content and methods courses at Western Michigan University, and is also 

an elementary mathematics coach and curriculum developer for Everyday Mathematics 4. For nearly a decade, Gina has 

focused her research on helping children learn their basic facts in meaningful ways, work that she often shares through 

professional development with practicing teachers. She has authored numerous articles on teaching basic math facts and 

remains active in the elementary classroom, engaging children in developing fluency with their basic facts.

JENNIFER BAY-WILLIAMS

Jennifer Bay-Williams is a passionate mathematics educator who believes every child has the capacity to be mathematics 

proficient and we must design our schools and classrooms in ways that ensure that each student develops a strong 

mathematical identity. She teaches undergraduate and graduate courses related to mathematics teaching and chairs the 

Department of Middle and Secondary Education at the University of Louisville. She has authored/co-authored several 

books and articles all of which take different angles at trying to ensure mathematics teaching engages every student. 

Additionally, she is actively involved in leadership roles in several mathematics professional organizations.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION:

GWAEA Professional Development

319-399-6767 or 800-798-9771, ext. 6767 

or gwaeapd@gwaea.org

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and services, and 

does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital 

status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child has been discriminated against or 

treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 

4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

REGISTRATION
Download Form: http://www.gwaea.org/profdev/pdf/registform.pdf

Register Online: https://www.gwaea.org/apps/ProfDev/user/signon.cfm

Course Number: 19480-16-01

Registration deadline: March 10, 2017 at 6:00 a.m.

Credit: None
• Educators in Grant Wood AEA area, Total for non-credit $50

• Outside of Grant Wood AEA area,Total for non-credit $75

• Registration is not complete until all fees are paid in full. 

Developing and Assessing Basic Fact Fluency

Content/Pedagogy/
Assessment

Grant Wood AEA4401 Sixth St. SW Cedar Rapids, Iowa
TARGET AUDIENCEK-12 Administrators, General and Special Education

Teachers, Media Specialists, Paraeducators, Reading
Support, Parents, Social Workers, Speech-Language
Pathologists, Psychologists, OT/PT, Consultants

The Building Bridges: Assistive Technology Conference will provide an 

opportunity to see first hand the latest in assistive technologies (AT), 

practices, and services for school-age students with disabilities. This AT 

conference will serve as a unique opportunity for area professionals, parents, 

administrators and service providers to exchange and gather information on 

the current status and consideration of assistive technology tools. 
The sessions presented at the Building Bridges Assistive Technology 

Conference are divided into three main focus areas, which include: 

› Accessible Content and Technologies› Augmentative and Alternative Communication
› AT and Mobile DevicesLunch is provided with your registration.

Building Bridges Conference Website
www.tinyurl.com/atbuildingbridges

Assistive Technology Conference

KEYNOTE & FEATURED SPEAKER
Mark Coppin, Director of Assistive Technology at the
Anne Carlsen Center in Jamestown, N.D.FEATURED SPEAKERDan Herlihy, Private consultant from Hoosick, N.Y., providing

Assistive Technology training and professional development to educators.

REGISTRATION INFORMATIONGWAEA Professional Development
319-399-6767 or 800-798-9771, ext. 6767or gwaeapd@gwaea.org

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and 

services, and does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child 

has been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 

319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

GRANT WOOD AEA

ASSISTIVETECHNOLOGY

GRANT WOOD AEA

ICATER

April 25, 20178:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

REGISTRATIONRegister Online: https://web1.gwaea.org/apps/ProfDev/user/signon.cfm 

Download Form: http://web1.gwaea.org/profdev/pdf/registform.pdf 

Course Number: 19018-16-01Registration Deadline: 6:00 a.m. on April 7, 2017Credit: None
Fees:
• Participants within the GWAEA area, $75
• Participants from outside the GWAEA area, $100
• Registration is not complete until all fees are paid in full.

http://web1.gwaea.org/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=30823
http://web1.gwaea.org/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=31076
http://web1.gwaea.org/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=31107
http://web1.gwaea.org/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=31093
http://web1.gwaea.org/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=30742
http://web1.gwaea.org/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=31122
http://web1.gwaea.org/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=30764
http://www.gwaea.org


Your Child's Future...  
The Possibilities 
are Endless!  
Join us for Grant Wood 
AEA Transition Night 

April 13, 2017 
Grant Wood AEA 
4401 Sixth St. SW 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

GWAEA Transition Night 
provides information to 
parents and professionals 
about the transition 
process for middle and 
high school students who 
receive special education 
services.  
 
Join us for an evening featuring sessions in the areas of 
living, learning and working:
•  4:30-5:30 p.m. Breakout Session - Student Panel,  
   Self-Advocacy/Determination
•  5:00-6:00 p.m. Local service provider booths
•  6:00-6:45 p.m. Keynote Speaker - Denise Little, Teacher, 
   Dyslexia Specialist and Advocate
•  7:00-8:00 p.m.  Breakout Session - The Financial 
    Aspects of When Students Transition to Adults

The evening’s keynote speaker will be Denise Little. Denise 
is a successful adult with dyslexia, who has spent her life 
trying to help students so they do not have to struggle 
through school the way she did. She is a Title 1 reading 
teacher for the College Community School District. Her 
background includes teaching positions for students with 
dyslexia and related learning disabilities, and students 
in general and special education. Denise has a master’s 
degree in elementary education with an emphasis in 
reading from Mount Mercy University. She is a director 
for the Slingerland Institute for Literacy and is currently 
president of the Iowa Branch of the International Dyslexia 
Association.

Registration for Transition Night is recommended but not 
required. Register through Grant Wood AEA Professional 
Development for number: 19052-16-01. On-site registration 
will also be available. For additional information, contact 
Susan Groff-VanArendonk, Ed.S., GWAEA Transition and 
Special Education Consultant at 319-358-6278 or sgroff-
vanarendonk@gwaea.org.

www.gwaea.org
Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and services, and does not 
discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran 
status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child has been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please contact the 
Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

Your Child’s Future... 
   the Possibilities are Endless

TRANSITIONNIGHTGRANT WOOD AEA

Grant Wood AEA Transition Night provides information 

to parents and professionals about the transition process 

for middle and high school students who receive special 

education services.

Join us for an evening featuring services in the areas  

of living, learning and working:

4:30-5:30 p.m. Breakout Session - Student Panel

 Self-advocacy/determination

5:00-6:00 p.m. Local service provider booths

6:00-6:45 p.m. Keynote Speaker - Denise Little

 Teacher, Dyslexia Specialist and Advocate

7:00-8:00 p.m.  Breakout Session - When Students

 Transition to Adults - Financial aspects

Grant Wood AEA
4401 Sixth St. SW, Cedar Rapids, IowaThursday, April 13, 2017

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
GWAEA Professional Development

319-399-6767 or 800-798-9771, ext. 6767 
or gwaeapd@gwaea.org

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and 

services, and does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child 

has been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 

319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

REGISTRATION
Register Online: https://web1.gwaea.org/apps/ProfDev/user/signon.cfm

Download Form: http://web1.gwaea.org/profdev/pdf/registform.pdf

Course Number: 19052-16-01

Registration Deadline: 6:00 a.m. on April 12, 2017

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

GRANT WOOD AEA

Registration is recommended but not required. On-site registration will be available.

For additional information, contact:

Susan Groff-VanArendonk, Ed.S.

GWAEA Transition and Special Education Consultant

319-358-6278 or sgroff-vanarendonk@gwaea.org

Keynote Speaker: Denise Little

Denise is a successful adult with dyslexia who has spent her 

life trying to help students so they do not have to struggle 

through school the way she did. She is a Title 1 reading teacher 

for the College Community School District. Her background 

includes teaching positions for students with dyslexia and 

related learning disabilities, and students in general and 

special education. Denise has a master’s degree in elementary 

education with an emphasis in reading from Mount Mercy 

University. She is a director for the Slingerland Institute for 

Literacy and is currently president of the Iowa Branch of the 

International Dyslexia Association.

PREPARING STUDENTS FOR 
THEIR FUTURES
Learn how to prepare 6-12 grade students for 
research using critical thinking. Click here to 
read more.

ONLINE RESOURCES  
FEATURE: SIRS (9-12)
When students engage in debates, they are 
developing critical thinking skills. Click here 
to read more about this resource.

CRITICAL THINKING  
RESEARCH LESSON IDEA
Preparing K-5 grade students for research using 
critical thinking. Click here to read more.

“THINK, MAKE, INNOVATE”: 
SPHERO BATTLE BOTS
Join Jason and Amber for the 2nd season  
of the Makerspace Challenge Show.

THE PROFESSIONAL  
COLLECTION IN A  
NUTSHELL 
Click here to see the full infographic on 
what the Professional Collection is all about.

FINDING IMPORTANT  
MEDIA CENTER LINKS ON 
THE NEW GWAEA WEBSITE
Integrating the AEA Online Resources into 
your Classroom. Click here to read this 
handy flyer.

ANNOUNCING 50+  
NEW PROFESSIONAL 
EBOOK TITLES
Here is a bibliography of all the new titles.  
Check it out now!

BEGINNER WORKSHOP: 
PROFESSIONAL EBOOKS 
A practical and short workshop will be offered 
multiple times. Click here to find out when.

WHAT’S NEW IN THE 
GWAEA MEDIA CENTER?
JUST ADDED: New resources in the  
Grant Wood AEA Media Center. Click here  
to find out.

The professional collection is an integrated
collection of print and non-print materials. 

BOOKS DVD’S E-BOOKSCD’S

GRANT WOOD AEA MEDIA CENTER

PROFESSIONAL COLLECTION

We have the latest materials on topics
pertinent to the educational professional.

PROFESSIONAL COLLECTION
MATERIALS CIRCULATE FOR

10 DAYS

BLENDED LEARNING
EXECUTIVE FUNCTION
LEADERSHIP
LITERACY
RTI

4,044 333 4905

TOP     5     MOST-REQUESTED SUBJECTS

MAGAZINE
TITLES
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Many of

the titles are

available in

eBook format.

Go to gwaea.org 
and click on the 
Educators tab

Go to gwaea.org 
and click on the 
Educators tab,  
then click on the 
Online Resources tab

Go to gwaea.org 
and click on the 
Educators tab,  
then click on the 
Media Center tab

Next click on the  
Media Center 
Catalog Button

How to access the Grant Wood AEA Media Center Catalog:

How to access Grant Wood AEA Online Resources:

How to access all other Grant Wood AEA Media Content:

WHAT’S NEW
IN THE MEDIA

CENTER?

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and services, and does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child has been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

Click here to read all full-length stories

INFO@
GRANT WOOD AEA
JANUARY 2017

Monthly information for teacher-librarians
and media contacts

Submit Your Print Jobs 
to Creative Services!
 
Check out Grant Wood AEA Creative Services online 
ordering. Clients not only have access to submit jobs 24/7, 
the online system also provides you with these advantages:
• Job goes directly into the print queue for quick turnaround
• Notification as soon as your job is received
• Estimates in real time as you make changes to quantities  

and other job requirements
• Job history available for reference
• Product buttons walk you through the choices available 
• Ability to attach up to 20 files to your order

Contact Hope Runge, GWAEA operations associate, for 
more information, 319-399-6435 or hrunge@gwaea.org.

Grant Wood AEA 
Digital Learning Team
 
The Digital Learning team at 
Grant Wood AEA works  
with school districts in  
Eastern Iowa to help them 
enhance teaching and learning 
with the use of technology.  

Visit their website to find 
news, information and 
resources related to the work they do and how  
to connect with the team, www.dlgwaea.org.

AEA PD Online's 
28 Days of OLLIE: 
Powering Up Personalized  
Learning Participants
 

February 2017 marks the third annual 28 Days of OLLIE. 
The goal is to provide participants with a personalized 
learning experience focused on how to further implement 
personalized learning with their students. 

In an effort to personalizing learning for 28 Days  
participants,  AEA PD Online is offering both formal  
and informal learning opportunities focused on how to 
further implement personalized learning with students. 
Participants can select a credit or no credit option.

For more information about the 28 Days of OLLIE: 
•  Look for tweets at #28OLLIE
•  Subscribe to our blog at www.aeapdonline.org
•  Email questions to info@aeapdonline.org
•  Follow AEA PD Online on  
   Twitter or Facebook @aeapdonline
•  Visit www.28ollie.com

Tuesday,  April 25, 2017
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Grant Wood AEA
4401 Sixth Street S.W.
Cedar Rapids, Iowa
 

The Building Bridges: 
Assistive Technology Conference provides an 
opportunity to see first hand the latest in assistive 
technologies (AT), practices, and services for 

school-age students 
with disabilities.  This 
AT conference will 
serve as a unique 
opportunity for area 
professionals, parents, 
administrators and 
service providers 
to exchange and 

gather information on the current status and 
consideration of assistive technology tools.

The sessions presented at the Building Bridges 
Assistive Technology Conference are divided into 
three main focus areas, which includes:
• Accessible Content and Technologies
• Augmentative and Alternative Communication
• AT and Mobile Devices

Target Audience: K-12 Administrators, General 
and Special Education Teachers, Media Specialists, 
Paraeducators, Reading Support, Parents, 
Social Workers, Speech-Language Pathologists, 
Psychologists, OT/PT, and Consultants.

Fees: Participants within the GWAEA area, $75, 
Participants from outside the GWAEA area, $100. 
Registration is not complete until all fees are paid 
in full. Lunch is provided with your registration.  
 
To register, please visit GWAEA Professional 
Development, and register for course number: 
19018-16-01. Registration deadline is 6:00 a.m.  
on April 7, 2017.

Building 
Bridges
Eastern Iowa 
Assistive Technology 
Conference

January 2017 info@gwaea
info@gwaea is a monthly e-newsletter for teacher librarians and 
educators. Learn more about the 
resources available to educators in the 
Grant Wood AEA Media Center.

In the January 2017 issue: 
•  Preparing Students for Their Futures
•  Critical Thinking Research 

Lesson Idea
•  Announcing 50+ New Professional 

Ebook Titles
•  Online Resources Feature:  

SIRS 9-12
•  Beginner Workshop:  

Professional Ebooks
•  Think, Make, Innovate

For more information about info@
gwaea, please contact Deanna Weber, 
dweber@gwaea.org.

http://web1.gwaea.org/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=31122
http://www.dlgwaea.org
http://www.28ollie.com
http://web1.gwaea.org/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=30764
mailto:dweber@gwaea.org
http://files.constantcontact.com/3118bc1e501/2d14cf2a-dff0-445e-b58b-ba8bd5245aea.pdf
mailto:hrunge@gwaea.org
http://www.gwaea.org/educators/creative-services
http://www.gwaea.org
http://www.gwaea.org

