
Coming Soon: New Website for
Grant Wood AEA
A new gwaea.org website will launch later this fall. Among 
the site’s new features will be the opportunity for visitors 
to sign up to receive information via subscription email 
lists, including Grant Wood AEA’s The Linker. Watch 
for more information as plans for the new site launch 
continue. For more information, contact Grant Wood AEA 
Communications, 319-399-6714.

Building Bridges: Eastern Iowa  
Assistive Technology Conference
Tuesday,  April 25, 2017
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Grant Wood AEA
4401 Sixth Street S.W.
Cedar Rapids, Iowa
 

The “Building Bridges: 
Eastern Iowa Assistive 
Technology Conference” 
will provide an 
opportunity to see firsthand the latest in assistive 
technologies (AT), practices, and services for school-age 
students with disabilities.  This AT conference will serve 
as a unique opportunity for area professionals, parents, 
administrators and service providers to exchange and 
gather information on the current status and consideration 
of assistive technology tools.

The conference sessions are divided into five main tracks:
• Physical Accessibility
• Augmentative and Alternative Communication
• AT and Mobile Devices
• Universal Design for Learning/Accessible Instructional 

Materials/MTSS
• AT and Transition

Participants are encouraged to attend a single track  
or a wide variety of tracks depending on conference 
objectives. Lunch is provided with registration.  
 
Visit the Eastern Iowa Assistive Technology Conference 
website for 2017 conference information, http://tinyurl.
com/ATBuildingBridges. To register, visit GWAEA 
Professional Development, gwaea.org, and register for 
course number: 19018-16-01.

Fees: Educators in Grant Wood AEA area, total for non-
credit $75. Outside of Grant Wood AEA area, total for 
non-credit $90. Registration is not complete until all fees 
are paid in full.  

www.gwaea.org

THELINKER
GRANT WOOD AEA

INSIDE THIS
ISSUE:
Coming Soon: New Grant 
Wood AEA Website 

Submitting Printshop Jobs

Upcoming Professional 
Development Courses

And so much more!FALL / WINTER 2016  •  A Resource for Educators in Area 10

Grant Wood Area Education Agency offers opportunities 
for professional learning to enhance professional skills 
and practices to improve student learning.  These include 
a variety of courses for credit, workshops that offer the 
latest evidence-based professional learning for educators, 
parents and community partners, and paraeducator and 
substitute authorization training programs. We partner 
with Drake University and Morningside College to offer 
graduate credit for courses offered through Grant Wood 
AEA and as a link to their endorsement programs offered 
as collaborative partners with our AEA.
 
Additionally, we serve as a point of contact for information 
regarding professional educators' license renewal 
and mandatory training. For registration and location 
information, visit GWAEA Professional Development, 
http://web1.gwaea.org/profdev/index.html.

Math Interventions and Assessments  
for Students
Jan. 25, 2017 - Grades K-2
Course Number: 19417-16-01

Jan. 26, 2017 - Grades 3-5
Course Number: 19418-16-01

Positive Interventions and Effective Strategies 
(PIES) for Coaching Parents and Caregivers  
of Children from Birth to Age 5
Nov. 28, 2016, 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Course Number: 19473-16-01

Positive Interventions and Effective Strategies 
to Manage Behavior for Parents and  
Caregivers of Children from Birth to Age 5
Nov. 28, 2016, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Course Number: 19474-16-01 

Hands on Equations
Dec. 13, 2016, 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Course Number: 19120-16-01

2016-17 Grant Wood AEA Seminar Series
 Thomas Murray - Creating Schools and  
Classrooms that are Future Ready
Dec. 7, 2016
Course Number: 19448-16-01
 
Dr. Anthony Muhammad - All Means ALL!  
Creating Equitable Learning Environments 
Jan. 4, 2017
Course Number: 19449-16-01
 
Zac Chase - Building School 2.0: How to Create the 
Schools We Need 
March 1, 2017
Course Number: 19450-16-01     

Strategies for Improving Reading 2016
December 6, 2016 - Multisyllabic Words & Syllable Types
Course Number: 19343-16-01

January 19, 2017 - Fluency
Course Number:19344-16-01

Feb.  2, 2017 - Vocabulary K-2
Course Number: 19345-16-01

March 2, 2017 - Vocabulary 3-6
Course Number:19346-16-01

April 13, 2017 - Comprehension
Course Number: 19347-16-01

Registration information:

GWAEA Professional Development

319-399-6767 or 800-798-9771, ext. 6767 or gwaeapd@gwaea.org

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and services, and 

does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital 

status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child has been discriminated against or 

treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 

4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

REGISTRATION
Download Form: http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/pdf/registform.pdf

Register Online: https://www.gwaea.org/apps/ProfDev/user/signon.cfm

Math Interventions and Assessments 

FOR STUDENTS

Grant Wood AEA 

4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids  •  8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

With the focus on multi-tiered systems of support, classroom teachers are seeking successful ways to assess 

and build instructional interventions for students who struggle in learning mathematics - particularly students 

with disabilities. This session includes researched-informed, hands-on interventions and assessments in 

number and operations for elementary students.

Instructor: Karen Karp, Ph.D.

Dr. Karen Karp is a professor of mathematics education at the University of Louisville (Kentucky) and visiting professor at 

Johns Hopkins University.  Karen is co-author of Elementary and Middle School Mathematics: Teaching Developmentally; 

Growing Professionally: Readings from NCTM Publications for Grades K-8; Developing Essential Understanding of 

Addition and Subtraction for Teaching Mathematics in PreK-Grade 2 and numerous book chapters and articles.  In 

addition to Karen’s background as a certified mathematics teacher, she is a certified special education teacher.  She 

continues to work in classrooms to support teachers of students with disabilities in their mathematics instruction.

GRADES K-2
Jan. 25, 2017 

Course Number: 19417-16-01 

Registration Deadline: 6:00 a.m. on Jan. 9, 2017 

Target Audience: K-2 General and Special Education Teachers, 

Psychologists, Consultants 
Credit: None 

GRADES 3-5
Jan. 26, 2017 
Course Number: 19418-16-01 

Registration Deadline: 6:00 a.m. on Jan. 9, 2017 

Target Audience: Grades 3-5 General and Special Education 

Teachers, Psychologists, Consultants 

Credit: None

Fees: $65 for in Area 10 educators; $90 for outside of Area 10

Recommend attending either Jan. 25 or Jan. 26.

Registration information:

GWAEA Professional Development 

319-399-6767 or 800-798-9771, ext. 6767

gwaeapd@gwaea.org

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs 

and services, and does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual 

orientation, gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe 

you or your child has been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, 

Maria Cashman, at 319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

REGISTRATION
Download Form: http://www.gwaea.org/profdev/pdf/registform.pdf

Register Online: https://www.gwaea.org/apps/ProfDev/user/signon.cfm

Course Number: 19473-16-01 • Registration deadline: Nov. 14, 2016, 6:00 a.m.

Positive Interventions 
and Effective Strategies (PIES)
for Coaching Parents and
Caregivers of Children
from Birth to Age 5

NOV. 28, 2016
8:30 A.M. -3:30 P.M.
GRANT WOOD AEA 
4401 SIXTH ST. S.W.
CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA 

This workshop will provide support for those 

who work with children birth to age five by 

developing a clear foundational understanding 

of positive behavioral supports and breaking 

strategies down into simple steps.  Dr. Laura 

Riffel will work with educators to provide an 

overview of Positive Interventions and Effec-

tive Strategies when coaching and supporting 

parents and caregivers.

Credit: None
Fees: $50 for educators in Grant Wood AEA;  

        $75 for outside of Grant Wood AEA

TARGET AUDIENCE: PreK Administrators, General and 

Special Education Teachers, Counselors, Social Workers, 

Speech Language Pathologists, Early Childhood Staff,  

Psychologists, Consultants

INSTRUCTOR
DR. LAURA RIFFEL 

Grant Wood AEA 
4401 Sixth St. S.W.
Cedar Rapids, IA

Target Audience
Administrators, 
General and Special 
Education Teachers 
grades 6-12

Hands-On Equations®
MAKING ALGEBRA CHILD’S PLAY
December 13, 2016 • 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

PRESENTER
Jim Sgroi, Borenson and Associates, Inc.

In this workshop, you will see how the visual and kinesthetic 
approach of Hands-On Equations demystifies the learning of algebra, 
thereby providing students with a foundation for algebraic thinking 
and for a traditional Algebra 1 course. Since algebra is the language of 
mathematics, success with algebra is essential to the further study of 
mathematics and science. 

November 5, 2012
8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Target Audience
Administrators, General and  
Special Education Teachers grades 3-9

Registration
https://www.gwaea.org/apps/ProfDev/user/signon.cfm 
Course #: 19120-12-01
Registration Deadline: Oct. 25, 2012

Fees
• A materials fees of $ 35 is included in other fees. 
• Total for non-credit $ 70 
• Registration is not complete until all fees are paid in full. 

Registration information
GWAEA Professional Development
319-399-6767 or 800-798-9771, 
ext. 6767 or ssines@gwaea.org

Grant Wood AEA 
4401 Sixth St. SW
Cedar Rapids IA

In this workshop you will see how the visual and kinesthetic 
approach of Hands-On Equations® demystifies the learning of algebra, 
thereby providing students with a foundation for algebraic thinking 
and for a traditional Algebra 1 course. Since algebra is the language of 
mathematics, success with algebra is essential to the further study of 
mathematics and science. 

For further information:  
www.borenson.com
Presenter: Millie Brezinski, 
Borenson and Associates, Inc.

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and services, and does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child has been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria 
Cashman, at 319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

Hands-On Equations®

MAkING AlGEBRA CHIlD’S PlAy
Apps

for iPads
available!

REGISTRATION INFORMATION:
GWAEA Professional Development

319-399-6767 or 800-798-9771, ext. 6767 
or gwaeapd@gwaea.org

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and services, and does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child has been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

REGISTRATION
Download Form: http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/pdf/registform.pdf
Register Online: https://www.gwaea.org/apps/ProfDev/user/signon.cfm
Course Number: 19120-16-01
Registration deadline: November 29, 2016 at 6:00 a.m.
• Educators in Grant Wood AEA area, Total for non-credit $60
• Outside of Grant Wood AEA area,Total for non-credit $85
• Registration is not complete until all fees are paid in full. 

Upcoming GWAEA Professional Development Courses and Workshops

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and services, and does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child has been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

ABOUT THESE WORKSHOPS
Each workshop will focus specifically 
on strategies supporting instruction 
for one of the five Components of 
Reading – Phonemic Awareness, Phonics, 
Fluency,  Vocabulary and Comprehension. 
Participants will engage in demonstrations, 
practice and application of learning, 
including an emphasis on:
• Core instruction (whole group and

differentiated)
• Assessments (including FAST screening

and diagnostic)
• Interventions
• Iowa Core Standards

TARGET AUDIENCE
General and Special Education Teachers, 
Reading Specialists

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
GWAEA Professional Development
319-399-6767 or 800-798-9771, ext. 6767
gwaeapd@gwaea.org

REGISTRATION 
DOWNLOAD FORM: www.aea10.k12.
ia.us/profdev/pdf/registform.pdf
REGISTER ONLINE: www.gwaea.org/
apps/ProfDev/user/signon.cfm

Strategies for
Improving Reading

8:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Grant Wood AEA

4401 Sixth Street S.W.,
Cedar Rapids

2016
October 13, 2016
Phonemic Awarenesss
Course #: 19341-16-01

November 10, 2016
Phonics
Course #: 19342-16-01

December 6, 2016
Multisyllabic Words & Syllable Types
Course #: 19343-16-01

2017
January 19, 2017
Fluency
Course #: 19344-16-01

February 2, 2017
Vocabulary K-2 
Course #: 19345-16-01

March 2, 2017
Vocabulary 3-6 
Course #: 19346-16-01

April 13, 2017
Comprehension 
Course #: 19347-16-01

CREDIT – 1 hour of relicensure credit is available for an additional fee and attendance at 3 of the workshops listed. Credit registration will happen at the workshop.

National presentations 
brought to you locally by 

Grant Wood AEA 
March 1, 2017 
Building School 2.0: How to  
Create the Schools We Need
Zac Chase is a thought-leader on 
combining pedagogy and technology 
for teaching and has led schools and 
systems in Canada, Kenya, Malaysia, 
South Africa, and Pakistan to consider 
the intersection of learning, inquiry, 
reflective pedagogy, technology, and 
project-based learning.
As we thrive to provide learning 
that is equitable and personal for 
all learners, there is a growing 
desire to re-examine education and 
learning. Educators use the phrase 
“school 2.0” to think about what 
schools will look like in the future. 
Moving beyond a basic examination 
of using technology for classroom 
instruction, Building School 2.0: 
How to Create the Schools We Need is 
a larger discussion of how teachers 
and school leaders can change 
student education, learning and our 
physical school spaces  to reflect the 
changing nature of our lives brought 
on by new technologies.
1:00-3:30 p.m.
Grant Wood AEA
4401 Sixth St. S.W., Cedar Rapids, IA
Course #: 19450-16-01
Target Audience: K-12 Administrators, 
Teachers, Teacher Librarians, Consultants

January 4, 2017 
All Means ALL! Creating  
Equitable Learning Environments
Dr. Anthony Muhammad is one of 
the most sought-after educational 
consultants in North America. A 
former teacher and principal,  Dr. 
Muhammad is a best-selling author 
and thought leader in equitable 
learning environments.
Dr. Muhammad is recognized as 
one of the field’s leading experts 
in the areas of school culture and 
organizational climate.  The author 
of several books including The 
Will to Lead and the Skill to Teach: 
Transforming Schools at Every Level, 
Dr. Muhammad will challenge 
teachers and administrators alike 
to be transformational leaders in 
districts and classrooms and to 
broaden their understanding of how 
they can positively influence the 
culture in their district.
1:00-3:30 p.m.
Grant Wood AEA
4401 Sixth St. S.W., Cedar Rapids, IA
Course #: 19449-16-01
Target Audience: K-12 Administrators, 
General Education and Special Education 
Teachers, Teacher Librarians, Consultants

December 7, 2016 
Creating Schools and  
Classrooms that are Future Ready
Thomas Murray serves as the Director 
of Innovation for Future Ready 
Schools at the Alliance for Excellent 
Education located in Washington, DC. 
Future Ready Schools helps 
district leaders plan and implement 
personalized, research-based 
digital learning strategies so all 
students can achieve their full 
potential. Districts and schools 
across the nation are transforming 
into ones that are Future Ready, 
revamping such aspects as teacher 
empowerment, personalized 
professional learning, innovative 
learning spaces, community 
partnerships, digital learning 
initiatives, among others. This 
hands-on session will inspire school 
leaders and provide free tools and 
resources to empower school staff 
to transform their schools and 
classrooms into ones that better 
prepare students for the world they 
face tomorrow.
1:00-3:30 p.m.
Benton Community Middle/High School
600 First Street, Van Horne, IA 52346
Course #: 19448-16-01
Target Audience: K-12 Administrators, 
Teachers, Teacher Librarians, Consultants

November 2, 2016 
How Digital Learning Helps Close 
the Gap Around Educational Equity
Dr. Robert Dillon serves the students 
and community of the Affton School 
District as Director of Technology and 
Innovation. Prior to this position, he 
served as a teacher and administrator 
in public schools throughout the Saint 
Louis area. 

Structures, systems and tradition can 
sometimes block educators from their 
ultimate goal in improving the future 
of our most vulnerable students. Join 
Dr. Robert Dillon as he shares his 
passion for changing the educational 
landscape by building engaging 
schools for all students with digital 
tools and pedagogy that facilitate the 
learning for all students- especially 
those who have fewer resources 
and more obstacles to overcome in 
achieving success.
1:00-3:30 p.m.
Grant Wood AEA
4401 Sixth St. S.W., Cedar Rapids, IA
Course #: 19447-16-01
Target Audience: K-12 Administrators, 
Teachers, Teacher Librarians, Consultants, 
Technology Consultants

October 5, 2016 
The Future of Personalized 
Learning: Reinventing Education
Buddy Berry is the superintendent 
of Eminence Independent Schools 
in Eminence, Kentucky who has a 
passion for reinventing the K-12 
school experience.

Berry’s School on FIRE 
(Framework of Innovation for 
Reinventing Education) model is 
currently grabbing dramatic results. 
Learn how he has lead his district 
to create learning environments 
that are equitable and personal to 
all learners, and how you can bring 
elements of his model into your 
classrooms.
1:00-3:30 p.m.
Grant Wood AEA
4401 Sixth St. S.W., Cedar Rapids, IA 
Course #: 19446-16-01
Target Audience: K-12 Administrators, 
Teachers, Consultants

REGISTRATION INFORMATION: 
GWAEA Professional Development
319-399-6767 or 800-798-9771, ext. 6767 or gwaeapd@gwaea.org

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and services, and does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child has been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

REGISTRATION
Registration deadline two weeks prior to the event.
Download Form: 
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/pdf/registform.pdf
Register Online: 
https://www.gwaea.org/apps/ProfDev/user/signon.cfm
• Educators in Grant Wood AEA area, Total for non-credit $40
• Outside of Grant Wood AEA area,Total for non-credit $65
• Registration is not complete until all fees are paid in full. 
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Systems Thinking Organizational 
Leadership

Educators, Do You 
Need The Ability 
To Submit Your 
Print Jobs 24/7?
 
Check out Grant Wood AEA Creative Services online ordering. 
You not only have access to submit jobs 24/7, the online system 
also provides you with these advantages:
• Job goes directly into the print queue for quicker turnaround
• Notification as soon as your job is received
• Estimates in real time as you make changes to quantities  

and other job requirements
• Job history available for reference
• Product buttons walk you through the choices available 
• Ability to attach up to 20 files to your order

Contact Hope Runge, GWAEA operations associate, for more 
information, 319-399-6435 or hrunge@gwaea.org.

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and services, and does not 
discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran 
status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child has been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please contact the 
Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.



PEP Program Becomes Family and 
Educator Partnership (FEP)
On July 1, 2016, the Grant Wood
AEA Parent-Educator Partnership 
Program (PEP) changed its name 
becoming the Family and Educator 
Partnership (FEP). This name change
allows for consistency across all 
AEAs in the statewide network.

The Grant Wood AEA Family and Educator Partnership 
(FEP) works to develop and sustain effective partnerships 
between families, educators, and community providers to 
promote success for all children and youth with disabilities.

FEP links families and educators to facilitate better 
understanding and communication.  As part of a statewide 
network, the program provides a lending library of printed 
information, books and videos; workshops and consultation 
on communication and family issues; parent and student 
panels; and ongoing networking with support groups and 
parent-teacher organizations. For more information about 
the Family and Educator Partnership, please contact:
• Jennifer Cira-Debban, FEP Educator Partner, 319-399-6719
• Sara Kane, FEP Parent Partner, 319-399-6702
• Elizabeth Steffensmeier, FEP Secretary, 319-399-6849
• Jeanie Wade-Nagle, Early Education Supervisor, 319-399-6574

Grant Wood AEA’s Brain Injury  
Resource Team
The Grant Wood AEA 
Brain Injury Resource Team 
(BIRT) collaborates with 
AEA teams, LEA teams and 
families in order to provide 
consultation and resources 
for children who have 
sustained a recent brain 
injury (such as an accident or a concussion) or trauma to 
the brain in the past (seizure disorder, syndromes, etc).  
For more information, contact Amy Cameron, 319-399-
6801, or acameron@gwaea.org.

Grant Wood AEA Staff Serving 
Your School Building
 
The names of the GWAEA staff 
serving your school building can be 
found on the GWAEA website. Vist 
gwaea.org and click on: 'Schools', then 
'District', then 'Building' and then 
'Grant Wood AEA Staff.'

Student Loan Forgiveness 
for Nonprofit Employees
While some educators may benefit from Teacher Loan 
Forgiveness, the Public Service Loan Forgiveness  
Program (PSLF) is for any full-time staff member.  The loan 
forgiveness amount is individually determined and tax-free. 

Grant Wood AEA and 
the Association of 
Educational Service 
Agencies have 
partnered to provide 
you with information and expertise on a program available 
through Innovative Student Loan Solutions, our trusted 
advisory service to provide education about this program. 
 
We encourage all full-time employees with federal student 
loan obligations to learn more about this voluntary benefit, 
and find out if PSLF makes sense for you. It’s quick and 
easy to find out if you're eligible.  Visit https://grantwood.
myisls.com and enter Registration Code: aea10. 

Answer a few simple questions, find out your potential 
savings instantly, and schedule your no-obligation 
telephone consultation with an advisor today. You should 
consider the program if you have federal student loans, 
including Parent Plus Loans, and would like to: 

• Immediately lower your monthly student loan payment
• Reduce your student loan obligation
• Significantly reduce your cost of earning additional  

degrees
• Receive a personalized 10-year loan forgiveness plan 

outlining your savings

Join your Grant Wood AEA colleagues who are reducing 
their standard repayments by an average of 79% and 
looking forward to $66,324 in tax-free student loan 
forgiveness. 

Innovative Student Loan Solutions knows there are other 
companies advertising in the student loan space making 
claims that sound similar, most of them are only selling 
loan consolidations. 

Remember, they do not charge any fees up front, fully 
educate you about all available options, and provide a  
10-year individualized plan before you decide to hire them. 

Please, do not move forward and consolidate your loans 
until you have spoken with them first.  Consolidating loans 
could make you ineligible for student loan forgiveness.

Annoucing "SUPER SEARCH"
We heard you! The Grant Wood 
AEA Media Center now has a 
tool that will search the Grant 
Wood AEA catalog and online 
resources at the same time. 
Search for items only in the 
catalog or online resources. It’s 
your choice! To get started go 
to the Media Center landing page, http://web1.gwaea.
org/media/mediaCenterCatalog.html, and view this new 
SUPER SEARCH Screencast. Please tell your staff about 
SUPER SEARCH and share feedback with Deanna Weber, 
GWAEA media specialist, at dweber@gwaea.org or  
319-399-6454.

Upcoming PD: STARLAB 
Planetarium as a Learning 
Environment
This workshop is intended to provide participants with 
the background skills to effectively integrate the STARLAB 
planetarium into their 
curriculum.  This workshop 
opportunity will highlight 
instructional models, 
curriculum development 
and assessment practices. 
This workshop will pay 
particular attention to the 
Science and Engineering 
Practices and the shift 
to the new Iowa CORE 
Science standards (NGSS). Attendance at this or another 
STARLAB PD is required to check out STARLAB. 

Jan. 21, 2017, 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
(Course Number: 9178-16-02)
Grant Wood AEA Northern Facility 
4401, Sixth St. S.W.
Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Audience: K-12 Educators

The STARLAB is available through the Grant Wood AEA 
Media Center. For scheduling information, contact  
Jodi Flynn at jflynn@gwaea.org or (319) 399-6552. 

www.gwaea.org
Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and services, and does not 
discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran 
status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child has been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please contact the 
Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

Grant Wood AEA  
Digital Learning Team
The Digital Learning team at Grant Wood AEA works  
with school districts in Eastern Iowa to help them  
enhance teaching and learning with the use of technology.  

Visit their website to find news, information and resources 
related to the work they do and how to connect with the 
team, www.dlgwaea.org.

Digital Learning Team's 
"Think, Make, Innovate"
The " Think, Make, Innovate" show 
includes Makerspace challenges that 
teachers can use to inspire creativity 
at school. See more challenges at 
www.dlgwaea.org.

Digital Learning Team's  
"Ed Tech Take Out"
The current version of the Ed 
Tech Take Out is Episode 15: 
Live at ITEC 2016. Visit http://
www.dlgwaea.org to access the 
current and archival episodes, 
including:

•  The U.S. Department of 
Education’s “Go Open” movement, 
which encourages the use of openly 
licensed educational material.

•  Blogs are great for students to 
express their thoughts and receive 
comments from others, to practice 
digital citizenship, and to write 
for an authentic audience. Learn how to receive blog 
feedback and the best platforms for creating.  

• Check out tools like Seesaw Plus, Weebly for Education, 
What's new with Osmo, and more.

AEA Learning Will Launch 2017 

The AEA license renewal systems will be moving to a 
common registration system in 2017. This new system 
will allow educators to search statewide for professional 
learning opportunities from a single site, which can still be 
accessed through gwaea.org's Professional Development 
section.  Educators also will notice a slight fee structure 
change with this platform. Credit fees for license renewal 
courses scheduled to begin after Jan. 1 will be at $35 per 
license renewal credit hour when the course does not 
require a paid instructor, and $85 per credit when the 
course includes a paid instructor. Look for access to the 
new site in 2017.


