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New Materials in the 
Professional Library

Current initiatives support 
continuous improvement

Several years ago, a group of general 
and special educators was convened at the 
request of the Iowa Department of Educa-
tion.  This group was asked to develop a 
model that might help educational lead-
ers coordinate all available resources in 
order to meet the increasing demands for 
accountability and student achievement 
contained in both No Child Left Behind 
(NCLB) and the Individuals with Disabili-
ties Education Act (IDEA).  After over a 
year of small group work, consultation 
with national experts, and feedback from 
the field, a model called Instructional De-
cision Making (IDM) was developed.

IDM is a systematic, decision-making 
framework for supporting effective prac-
tices to meet the needs of all students.  It 
is a way of looking at and analyzing stu-
dent achievement and other data that sup-

ports initiatives within a system.  Defining 
a comprehensive system for using data 
can streamline and increase the efficiency 
and effectiveness of existing building 
practices.  For example, the Comprehen-
sive School Improvement Plan (CSIP), 
Learning Supports and Iowa Professional 
Development Model (IPDM) processes 
involve collecting and analyzing student 
data to set goals, develop a plan, and de-
termine content for professional develop-
ment.  IDM ensures that we are examin-
ing data on each student to meet the needs 
of each and every learner.  Effectively us-
ing each of these initiatives (IDM, CSIP, 
Learning Supports, IPDM) together will 
help more students be successful. 

> continued on page 1

10th year of AMERICA READS:  
Reading Is Contagious 

October 19-20, 2006
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CurriCulum, instruCtion & assessment

The LinkERIDM is the process by 
which decisions are made 
about students’ instructional 
needs.  It is a general educa-
tion initiative and focuses on 
instruction by using data about 
students’ responses to past in-
struction to guide future edu-
cational decisions.  Because 
IDM is a general education 
initiative, it is used with all 
students in a school including 
students who are gifted and 
talented, at-risk, and English 
Language Learners.

While the implementa-

tion of IDM involves system 
change, it has many benefits.  
Effective use of the IDM 
process allows educators to 
know if students are experi-
encing success with their cur-
rent instruction.  If students 
are not successful, educators 
can intervene early to change 
the instruction in order to 
increase the student’s success.  
IDM also allows schools to 
make the most efficient use of 
existing resources by match-
ing them to student needs.  
Finally, IDM empowers 

educators to make effective 
instructional decisions for all 
students.  

For more information on 
the Instructional Decision 
Making process, please  

Continuous improvement supports student achievement
The Center Point-Urbana 

School District is entering 
its third year of supporting 
student achievement through 
decisions achieved using the 
instructional decision making 
model.

IDM is a systematic, deci-
sion-making framework for 
supporting effective practices 
to meet the needs of all stu-
dents. It is a way of looking 
at and analyzing student 
achievement and other data 
that supports initiatives with-
in a system. Because IDM is 
a general education initiative, 
it is used with all students in 
a school. 

Jennifer Burkhart, a K-12 
school improvement special-
ist with the Center Point-Ur-
bana School District, shared 
that using the process is a 
continuation of initiatives the 
district already had in place 
to support data collection and 
student achievement.

“Our IDM teams at the 
elementary and middle school 
began this process three years 
ago first by identifying a flow 
chart,” she said. “We wanted 
to start with a curriculum area 
that could be supported right 
away, so we began with read-
ing in both buildings, spe-
cifically support for students 
struggling in this area. We 
created our flow charts and 
then also created Assessment 
Descriptors for each grade 
level that established cut 
scores for each assessment 
used to make instructional 
decisions.”

District elementary and 
middle school teachers meet 
monthly as grade-level teams 
to ensure student needs are 
being met as well as to share 
what has gone well academi-
cally, and what might be done 
differently next time. “Hav-
ing time available for us to 
discuss and learn from each 
other helps our teachers own 
the data. They own the IDM 
process,” she continued. 

Conversations enrich 
data analysis, identify 
student needs

Burkhart explained that 
data collection and analy-
sis is an ongoing process. 
“The teachers begin the data 
analysis in their classrooms, 
and then meet monthly as 
grade level teams to discuss 
whether student needs are be-
ing met,” she explained.  
“If not, teachers work togeth-
er to gather more diagnostic 
information, and establish 
supplemental groups within 
the classroom or among the 
grade levels.” 

Burkhart was quick to 
point out that the process uses 
data that the district already 
has in place. “We asked the 
question, ‘How do we use 
what data we currently have 
to guide instruction?’ she 
explained. “We asked them 
to start looking at the current 
data we use to help guide in-
struction. We realized quickly 
that we were not using some 
assessments to make those 
decisions. So we added some 
assessments for progress 
monitoring, and also that at 
K-4 we would use DIBELS 
(Dynamic Indicators of Basic 

Early Literacy Skills) in addi-
tion to our BRI (Basic Read-
ing Inventory).”

“This year, the district is 
moving into more in-depth 
data analysis making sure 
that all teachers are meet-
ing student needs,” Burkhart 
continued. “This data is also 
then used to determine where 
teachers have professional 
development and training 
needs.”

Once students are identi-
fied as in need of additional 
supports, Burkhart shared that 
the present process reflects 
a systems change from past 
procedures.

“The old process used to 
be that when teachers had 
concerns about a student, 
the student was brought to a 
child study team meeting,” 
she said. “Teachers, the prin-
cipal, and counselor as well 
as Grant Wood AEA support 
staff gathered to brainstorm 
ideas about how to help the 
child. We were basically deal-
ing with issues on a student-
by-student basis.”

“Now, we look at all 
students as to how our core 
instruction can be improved, 
and exhaust all possibilities 
within the regular classroom 
before a decision is made 

that a student isn’t going to 
succeed,” she continued. “We 
still have child study teams in 
place, but each year the role 
has changed. Now, teachers 
bring data to the meetings to 
support what they are cur-
rently doing in the classroom 
to meet students’ needs.”
Data supports curriculum 
changes, professional 
development

Burkhart shared that dis-
trict data supports further 
development in the areas of 
curriculum and professional 
development.

“Our instruction has 
changed due to the district’s 
quality professional develop-
ment,” she said. “Teachers 
work closely to let data guide 
instruction, and we are work-
ing more closely on the cur-
riculum, such as updating our 
grade level expectations.”

Burkhart shared that dis-
trict teachers are required to 
hold weekly grade level team 
meetings.  “We are working 
this year to improve our grade 
level data teams,” she said. 
“It is our goal to continue to 
work on the peer collabora-
tion piece through staff de-
velopment. We have teachers 
providing demonstrations 
and working with schedules 
so teachers can observe other 
teachers.” 

New initiatives are also 
underway to support the area 
of early childhood and the 
implementation of instruc-
tional decision making at the 
secondary level. 

The district is work-
ing with Grant Wood AEA 
to meet the Iowa Pre-
school Program Standards 
through the self-assessment 
process.  “The district is 
working on improving our 
whole preschool program,” 
said Burkhart. “We are work-
ing closely with Grant Wood 
AEA on lowering our special 
education students’ Least Re-
stricted Environment by in-

tegrating the early childhood 
special education students 
more often into the regular 
education classrooms.” 
“In addition, Center Point-
Urbana recently received 
a $49,000 preschool grant 
through Linn County Em-
powerment this year, which 
is helping qualifying, low-
income families pay for pre-
school tuition,” she said.

The district is also provid-
ing staff development time 
for general and special edu-
cation teachers to learn and 
plan together. “We are work-
ing very closely with Grant 
Wood AEA for support with 
professional development and 
co-teaching,” she said. “At 
the same time, we are trying 
to weave together some of the 
high expectations and rigor 
components with our school 
improvement consultant.”

With support from the 
Iowa Professional Develop-
ment Model, Burkhart indi-
cated that district teachers can 
see first-hand the cyclical na-
ture of the process. “We don’t 
finish something and are done 
with it,” she concluded. “We 
figure out how to sustain the 
process across the district.”

“Our district wouldn’t be 
where we are without the sup-
port of Grant Wood AEA,” 
said Burkhart. “We use all of 
the AEA staff who support our 
district as much as we can.”

“We are doing these things 
at Center Point-Urbana be-
cause we are committed to 
excellence.”

For more information 
about instructional decision 
making at Center Point-Urba-
na, contact Jennifer Burkhart, 
CPU K-12 school improve-
ment specialist, at (319) 849-
1102, Ext. 605 or e-mail to 
jburkhart@cpuschools.org.

For more information 
about instructional decision 
making, contact a Grant 
Wood AEA regional adminis-
trator at (319) 399-6700.

contact a Grant Wood AEA 
Regional Administrator at 
(319) 399-6700 or 1-800-
332-8488, or TDD at (319) 
399-6766.

Current initiatives support continuous improvement > continued from front cover

“Taking the Road Less 
Traveled: A Career 
Conference for Girls”

iowa State University’s 
Program for Women in Sci-
ence and Engineering. 
A conference for girls in 
grades 6-12 to introduce 
career paths within science, 
technology, engineering 
and math. This fall’s confer-
ences will be held on the 
following dates:

Oct. 12 (High School, 
grades 9-12) 
Oct. 19 (Middle School, 
grades 6-9) 
Oct. 26 (Middle School, 
grades 6-9)

For registration information, 
visit www.pwse.iastate.edu.

The Cedar rapids-Marion Branch
The American Associa-

tion of University Women 
and Coe College present
 “Open Minds, Open Doors”
For Careers in Math, 
Science and Technology

A Conference for Girls in 
Grades 6-8 with Adult Ses-
sions for Parents, Educa-
tors & Community leaders.

Tuesday, Oct. 17, 2006
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Coe College
�220 First Avenue ne
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

For more information,  
contact Sue Jorgensen  
at ejorg04@juno.com 
Sue Pearson at spearson@
cedar-rapids.net. 

�0th Annual international Day
“The Human Right to 

Healthcare”
Nov. 1, 2006 • 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Marriott Hotel and Confer-

ence Center, Coralville
Sponsored by The Uni-

versity of Iowa College of 
Education, International Day 
is free for students in grades 
6-�2 and their teachers. 
Dr. lanny Smith from Doc-
tors for Global Health will 
keynote this year’s event. 
Students will participate in 
small and large group ac-
tivities. Please register early 
as space is limited.  each 
teacher is encouraged 
to bring no more that 15 
students.  To register, con-
tact Teresa Garringer at 
(319) 335-6289 or teresa-
garringer@uiowa.edu.

“iDM is the process by which decisions are 
made about students’ instructional needs.   

It is a general education initiative and  
focuses on instruction by using data about 
students’ responses to past instruction to 

guide future educational decisions.”



2 The linker  |  Grant Wood AEA  |  Fall 2006CurriCulum, instruCtion & assessment

Visit the Grant Wood AEA  
website at  

www.aea�0.k�2.ia.us

Since 1987, Grant Wood 
AEA’s College for Kids has 
provided summer enrich-
ment opportunities for sixth, 
seventh, and eighth grade 
students in Area 10.

More than 900 students 
participated in the 2006 ses-
sions held June 19-30 and 
July 17-28 at Coe College in 
Cedar Rapids. Classes were 
held Monday through Friday 
from 8:30-11:50 a.m.

Grant Wood AEA’s Col-
lege for Kids is a summer 
enrichment program offering 
advanced level academic 
and fine arts courses in the 
college setting to talented 
and gifted students who have 
completed sixth, seventh, or 
eighth grade.

New courses for the 2006 
College for Kids included Re-
markable Reptiles & Amaz-
ing Amphibians, Constructing 
Jamestown, On the Trail with 
Lewis & Clark, Broadway 
Bound, Life on the Prairie, 
Basics of Writing Music, and 
Edible Art History.

Grant Wood AEA’s College 
for Kids enters 19th year

Susie Green, GWAEA 
student programs specialist, 
explained that students who 
are eligible have the opportu-
nity to participate in College 
for Kids. “Students are identi-
fied for either the College for 
Kids Academic Enrichment 
strand or the College for Kids 
Art/Fine Art strand,” Green 
explained. “Eligible students 
must turn in a Request for 
Registration Packet form pro-
vided by the gifted education 
teacher or College for Kids 
representative from his or her 
school.”

 “Through the College for 
Kids experience, students 
are offered an introduction 
to advanced curricula more 
commonly found at the high 
school and college level,” 
she continued. “Students 
also have the opportunity to 
further explore a hobby or a 
topic of interest not typically 
available in middle school 
general education.”

The following are just a 
few comments that students 

shared about their experi-
ences during these College 
for Kids classes:
Chemistry 

“Class was exciting. We’re 
not looking at a book. We get 
to do cool stuff.”  
On the Trail with Lewis & Clark

 “It’s interesting. I didn’t 
know a lot about the course 
before taking the class.”
The Basics of Writing Music

 “My time was spent right 
attending College for Kids. 

Bring your 
students to the 
Cedar Rapids 
Museum of Art

Midwestern Visions:  
Grant Wood, Marvin 
Cone and Beyond opens 
Sept. 22, 2006 and runs 
throughout the school year. 
The museum’s main floor 
galleries will be re-installed 
to include Grant Wood, 
Marvin Cone and a wide 
variety of other Midwestern 
artists from the CrMA col-
lection. This will provide 
a more full and complete 
picture of the Midwest’s 
contribution to the his-
tory of American art. in 
addition, the galleries will 
be organized according 
to overarching themes, 
which artists returned to 
frequently throughout the 
20th century: landscape, 
portraits, still lifes, the 
farm, and the city.  

The CrMA is also cel-
ebrating the 400th birthday 
of rembrandt this fall with 
an exhibition of eight of 
his prints. Rembrandt 
Magnified opened Aug. 25 
and is on display through 
Dec. 31, 2006. While 
rembrandt is known to be 
one of the master paint-
ers, he is also considered 
to be one of the greatest 
printmakers of all time. 
Students will not only learn 
about the art and life of 
Rembrandt, but these eight 
jewels also provide access 
points to life and view-
points in the �7th century. 

All school tours of the 
museum and the Grant 
Wood Studio are docent 
led and must be arranged 
at least two weeks in 
advance. For more infor-
mation or to schedule a 
school tour of the Cedar 
Rapids Museum of Art, 
please contact the mu-
seum educator at (3�9)  
366-7503 or e-mail to 
info@crma.org. 

I learned more about chord 
progression, which will hope-
fully help me with jazz band 
improvisation.”

Green estimates that more 
than 11,000 students in Area 
10 have participated in ap-
proximately 600 different 
College for Kids classes since 
the program began in 1987. 

 “College for Kids has 
experienced a long history of 
success due to the ongoing 

support of students, parents, 
teachers, and the course in-
structors,” Green commented.

The 2007 sessions of Col-
lege for Kids are scheduled 
June 18-29 and July 9-20, 
2007. For more information, 
contact Green at (319) 399-
6775 or by e-mail to sgreen@
aea10.k12.ia.us.

Grant Wood AEA introduces Computer 
Exploration Camp for students

Grant Wood AEA offered 
its first computer class for 
students as part of Computer 
Exploration Camp the week of 
July 10-14 in the Mac Lab at 
the Sixth St. Facility. 

With the help of teacher 
Elaine Brejcha, the students 
explored the 
iLife Suite 
of software 
p r o g r a m s , 
i n c l u d -
ing iPhoto, 
i T u n e s , 
iDVD and 
iMovie. The 
s t u d e n t s 
used a digital 
camera and 
camcorder 
to make an 
iMovie  of 
their favorite 
topics. Par-
ents were in-
vited to join 
the students on the last day 
of class for a viewing of their 
iMovies.

The students shared the 
following thoughts about their 
Computer Exploration Camp 
experiences:

“I learned how to make 
iMovies, and will possibly use 
them for my school projects 
next year.”

“I learned a lot of things 
about iMovie. I think it is a 
great thing to do every sum-
mer. I learned a lot during this 
one week about computers.”

“I learned new things that 
I didn’t know about the Mac 
that you can do. I learned how 

to burn CDs, look at the music 
store, create my own iMovie, 
take digital photos and down-
load to the computer.”

“It was fun. I learned how 
to make an iMovie and how to 
use iTunes.”

“I learned a lot that I 
wouldn’t have learned on my 
own. It was a good experience 
and you should keep doing the 

camp because it was fun for 
everyone.”

“I enjoyed the students im-
mensely,” commented Elaine 
Brejcha, who taught the In-
troduction to iLife computer 
course. “It has been a joy to 
teach this class.”

Susie Green, 
GWAEA stu-
dent programs 
specialist, said, 
“This kind of 
summer learn-
ing opportu-
nity is fun and 
educational. It 
is something we 
hope to expand 
next year.”

A second 
computer camp 
class, “Captain 
Kid Pix – A  
Pirate Adven-
ture,” was  
held July 31- 

Aug. 4 from 9:15-10:15 a.m. 
at Cleveland Elementary in 
Cedar Rapids for students in 
grades 1st and 2nd.

For more information about 
Computer Exploration classes 
in 2007, please contact Susie 
Green, GWAEA student pro-
grams specialist, at Ext. 6775 
or by e-mail to sgreen@aea10.
k12.ia.us.

Students created iMovies as part 
of the Grant Wood AEA Computer 
Exploration Camp held July 10-14 

at the Sixth St. Facility.

Genetics

Chemistry

The Sixties:
The Times They are a-Changin

April 22 - October 29, 2006

Call now to schedule a guided tour of the 

Herbert Hoover Museum’s 
newest exhibit, 319-643-5301.

"The Sixties" will feature memorabilia from the movers 
and shakers of the decade–from presidents to music 
stars to astronauts. Open 9-5 daily in West Branch, 

Iowa, just off Interstate 80 at Exit 254.

Celebrate the 10th year of 
AMERICA READS: Reading Is 
Contagious, October 19-20, 
2006. All Cedar Rapids metro 
area elementary schools (Ce-
dar Rapids, College Commu-
nity, Linn-Mar, Marion and Metro 
Catholic) will participate.

Last year, more than 2,000 
community readers flooded the 

schools to share a story with over 13,000 elementary students.
“Children benefit greatly from seeing enthusiastic 

reading role models in the classroom,” explained Marcia 
Hughes, America Reads Chairperson and CRCSD commu-
nity relations specialist. “This continues to be an epidemic 
worth catching!”

AMERICA READS registration brochures are available by 
contacting the Cedar Rapids School District Community 
Relations Office at 558-2124 or at amr@cr.k12.ia.us.  
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Upcoming events 
of interest to 
parents and 
educators
“Parents as Presenters 
Training”

A day and a half training 
for parents who are willing 
to speak on parent panels 
for AEA trainings and col-
lege classes. The training is 
scheduled when PeP has 
�0-�2 interested parents. 
PEP staff will arrange a 
parent panel for any occa-
sion that would benefit from 
parents sharing their per-
spectives. For information, 
call the PEP Office at (319) 
399-6746.

RESPECT Training
(Recognizing Everyone’s 

Strengths by Peacebuilding, 
Empathizing, Communicat-
ing and Trustbuilding) 

Dates: Sept. 19, Oct 12, 
Nov. 20 and Dec. 13, 2006, 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Grant 
Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St. 
S.W., Cedar Rapids

RESPECT training helps 
parents and educators 
honor and resolve differ-
ences as they arise. Both 
parents and educators are 
encouraged to attend. PEP 
offers scholarships for up 
to five parents to attend. 
A stipend of $400 to cover 
their time, childcare and 
transportation is paid after 
completing attendance at all 
four sessions. 

To register for RESPECT 
training visit the Professional 
Development section of the 
Grant Wood AEA website at 
www.aea�0.k�2.ia.us. There 
is no cost for the training un-
less taken for credit.

Parent Education 
Consortium (PEC) 
provides support for 
parents

Time spent practicing 
parenting skills is an invest-
ment in a family’s future.  
Children benefit in countless 
ways when parents actively 
seek out and practice new 
parenting strategies. The 
Parent education Consor-
tium (PeC) is available to 
guide and support parents 
as they journey along the 
ever-changing landscape of 
parenthood.  

Parenting classes, group 
presentations, parenting 
resources and professional 
development courses are 
offered.

For more information, 
contact Alison Graham, 
director, at (319) 399-6809, 
e-mail to agraham@aea10.
k12.ia.us, or visit www.
aea�0.k�2.ia.us/pec.

PEP welcomes educators back to the 2006–2007 school year
What does PEP stand for?

PEP stands for Parent Edu-
cator Partnership Program.
What is the PEP Program?

The PEP Program is Grant 
Wood AEA’s name for the 
state-level program known as 
the Parent Educator Connec-
tion (PEC) Program, which 
has been in existence since 
1985. It was started to assure 
the involvement of parents of 
children on IEPs in the edu-
cation of their children.  Iowa 
is unique having parents hired 
through the Department of 
Education to provide support 
to families and educators.

Where is the PEP Program 
located?

Grant Wood AEA 33rd 
Avenue Facility located at 
1120 33rd Ave S.W. in Cedar 
Rapids.
Who works for the Grant 
Wood AEA PEP Program?

Geri Pettitt, Parent Partner
Susan Curtland, Assistant 
Parent Partner
Liz Hooley, Educator 
Partner
Linda Elliott, Secretary
Jennie Davis, Receptionist

What is the mission of the 
PEP Program?

To promote strong home-

school partnerships, which 
assist children and youth to 
do well in school accomplish-
ing IEP goals and preparing 
for next steps.
PEP provides parents and 
educators:
} A resource library that 

can be delivered through 
van mail to both parents 
and teachers.

} Consultation with parents 
and/or teachers who want 
assistance preparing for 
team meetings.
} Attendance at IEP, 

IFSP and other parent 
teacher conferences when 
requested acting as a 
liaison between home and 
school.
} Parent and educator 

perspectives on various 
topics or concerns.
} Facilitation of parent 

presentations.
} Parents-As-Presenters 

trainings, and organizes 
parent panels for LEA & 
AEA trainings and col-
lege classes.

} A list of local, state and 
national presentations and 
conferences.
} Networking opportunities 

for people and programs.
} An annual state confer-

ence during February 
held in Ames for parents 
and educators.  As part of 
the PEC (Parent Educator 
Connection) Program, 
this year’s conference 
will concentrate on early 
childhood (birth to five 
years old).

For more information 
about the PEP Program, call 
(319) 399-6702 or 1-800-332-
8488, Ext. 6702.

 

Grant Wood AEA’s Critical Incident Stress Management Team
There are two types of 

schools: one that has had a 
crisis and one that will. 

The Grant Wood AEA 
Critical Incident Stress Man-
agement Team (CISM) pro-
vides immediate assistance 
to schools in times of crisis 
or traumatic events. Support 
is provided to the school or 
district’s current crisis man-
agement structure.

Grant Wood AEA received 
a $490,000 grant that extends 
through March 2007. As 
part of that grant, the agency 
partnered with Kirkwood 
Community College to assess 
the current emergency re-
sponse plans of all public and 
non-public schools served by 
Grant Wood AEA.

In addition, Grant Wood 
AEA is able to offer two of 
the CISM courses at no cost 
to participants who regis-
ter during the timeline of 
the grant. Please check the 
GWAEA Professional De-
velopment website at www.
aea10.k12.ia.us for the next 
course offerings.
How do I become a member 
of the Grant Wood AEA CISM 
Team?

Members of the Grant 
Wood AEA CISM Team are 
part of a voluntary partner-
ship between schools in Area 
10 and Grant Wood AEA, 
with links to local team and 
community groups. Team 
members are trained individu-

als as defined by the CISM 
model created by the Interna-
tional Critical Incident Stress 
Foundation, Inc. located in 
Ellicott City, Maryland. 

Active membership 
requires a personal commit-
ment to training and ongoing 
skill enhancement. A steering 
committee reviews member-
ship applications. 

For additional information 
and a membership applica-
tion, contact Leslee Sandberg, 

GWAEA regional administra-
tor/CISM team coordinator,  
(319) 399-6802, 1-800-332-
8488, Ext. 6802, or e-mail 
to lsandberg@aea10.k12.
ia.us. Information about the 
GWAEA CISM Team and 
its resources can be found 
on the GWAEA website at 
www.aea10.k12.ia.us under 
School-Community Planning.
To request support from the 
Grant Wood AEA CISM Team:
• School administrators 

or school personnel 
responsible for crisis 
management should call 
the Grant Wood AEA 
Switchboard at (319) 
399-6700 or 1-800-332-
8488.

• Ask to speak with Leslee 
Sandberg, GWAEA 
CISM Team coordinator 
and indicate that you are 
calling about a critical in-
cident in your school.  If 
Leslee is not available, a 
designated team member 
will return your call as 
soon as possible.  

It is important to make the 
call to the GWAEA CISM 
Team as soon as possible so 
that an adequate number of 
team members can be avail-
able to assist the school in 
crisis.

by John nietupski, Ph.D. 
GWAEA Resource 
Development Specialist  
and Super Senior  
Program Director

Ted loves his job. He 
graduated from high school in 
2005 and works 25 hours per 
week at Hy-Vee in Iowa City. 
He’s got his own apartment, 
has a steady girlfriend and 
things couldn’t be better.

What’s unusual or remark-
able about Ted’s situation? 
Ted has a significant dis-
ability. Having a job in the 
community is not all that 
common, as witnessed by a 
67 percent unemployment 
rate among adults with dis-
abilities.

How did Ted buck the 
unemployment trend? Two 

High School Super Senior Program provides support for transition
reasons. One was 
that Iowa City had 
an effective school-
to-work transition 
program. Ted was 
involved in Grant 
Wood Area Educa-

tion Agency’s High School 
Super Senior program. During 
the senior year, the program 
helps students like Ted sample 
several types of jobs and 
choose a career that matches 
their skills and interests. Dur-
ing a fifth, or “Super Senior” 
year, students like Ted gain 
extensive on-the-job training 
and a paid internship that led 
to the job he currently has.

None of this might have 
mattered, however, had the 
second key reason not come 
into play. You see, Ted has 
parents who were actively 
involved in preparing him 
for the real world almost 
from the time he was born. 
“We knew early on that Ted 
would probably not go to 

college” said his dad, Mark. 
“So, we tried to do as much 
as we could to help him learn 
responsibility and be inde-
pendent so he could make it 
in the world of work.”  Ted’s 
mom, Susan, echoed this 
message, saying she knew 
they had to be Ted’s best 
advocate if the goal of a life 
in the community was to be 
realized.

What can parents do to 
help their sons or daughters 
with disabilities find satisfy-
ing careers once they finish 
school? Parents whose chil-
dren have successfully made 
the jump from school to work 
offers the following tips for 
parents:
1. Start early by giving your 

child responsibilities at 
home, starting at elemen-
tary age.

2. Encourage your school to 
provide job shadows and 
work experiences.

3. Learn what’s available 

in the community to help 
your student. Access the 
family-friendly “tran-
sition” websites (see 
below) and become an 
expert.

4. Be a source of informa-
tion to your child’s transi-
tion team.

5. Help make employer con-

Family Friendly Transition Websites
¶ Pacer Center: www.pacer.org.  Parent organization 

with materials, links to information and someone to talk 
to with your transition questions; 1-800-537-2237.

¶ Youthhood! Where Childhood Meets Adulthood: www.
youthhood.org. Interactive and fun website with informa-
tion for students, parents and teachers; (612) 625-3863.

¶ National Information Center for Children & Youth with 
Disabilities: www.nichcy.org. Information and referral 
source for parents; 1-800-695-0285.

¶ The Family Village: http://www.familyvillage.wisc.edu.  
A global community of disability-related resources; 
(608) 263-5776.

nections. 
For more information 

on the High School Super 
Senior program and/or how 
parents can contribute to 
transition success, contact 
John Nietupski at 1-800-
332-8488, Ext. 6442, (319) 
399-6442 or e-mail to Jniet-
upski@aea10.k12.ia.us.
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Grant Wood AEA Professional Development Courses
Complete course information including description, fees, and registration information can be accessed on our website, www.aea10.k12.ia.us.   
Courses may be cancelled if minimum enrollments are not met.  Register early to avoid class closings or cancellations. 
Credit types: R  – Licensure Renewal

D – Drake Graduate

Kathy Dulle  
 Professional Development  
 Coordinator
 (319) 399-6517  
 1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6517
 kdulle@aea10.k12.ia.us
Tammy Carolan 
 Secretary/Registrar
 (319) 399-6771  
 1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6771
  tcarolan@aea10.k12.ia.us
June Teigland  
 Secretary/Registrar
 (319) 399-6767  
 1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6767
 jteigland@aea10.k12.ia.us

Refund Policy:
Registration and material 

fees are refundable up to one 
week prior to the start of the 
course or workshop. A $10 
administrative fee will be 
retained. In an emergency 
situation, which necessitates 
dropping a class less than 
one week prior or after it has 
started, it is the discretion of 
the Professional Development 
Coordinator to approve a re-
fund or credit voucher for an-
other class. All refund requests 
must be submitted in writing to 
the Professional Development  
Office within two weeks of the  
class conclusion.

nUM. TiTLE inSTRUCTOR(S)   BEGin     EnD TiME     CREDiT

grant Wood area  
education agency

professional development
Quick reference

www.aea10.k12.ia.us

M – Morningside Graduate
P – Paraeducator Certification

SA – Substitute Authorization
SAR – Substitute Authorization Renewal

9919-06-01 Five Phases of the IEP Process Sandberg 9/12/06 9/12/06 8:30 am-4 pm 
9802-06-02 Medication Administration Haefner 9/�4/06 9/�4/06 4-6 pm 
4112-06-01 Project CRISS Olsen 9/14/06 10/12/06 5-8 pm R, D, M
0847-06-01 Projects WILD, WILD Aquatic & Learning Tree Christensen, Yauk 9/16/06 11/12/06 9 am-1 pm R, D
4141-06-01 Co-Teaching: Increasing Instructional Intensity for All Students Sandberg, Wade Nagle 9/18/06 5/7/07 8:30 am-4 pm R, D, M
4001-06-01 RESPECT Sandberg, Pettitt, Buntz 9/19/06 12/13/06 8 am-4:30 pm R, D, M
9919-06-02 Five Phases of the IEP Process Sandberg 9/26/06 9/26/06 8:30 am-4 pm 
9919-06-03 Five Phases of the IEP Process Sandberg 9/27/06 9/27/06 8:30 am-4 pm 
9009-06-02 Explore iLife ‘06 Rewerts, Furino 9/28/06 9/28/06 9 am-4 pm 
3141-06-01 Art Studio: Colored Pencil Weekend Kellenberger 9/30/06 10/1/06 9 am-5 pm R, D, M
4131-06-01 Exploring Diversity Highland 10/2/06 10/16/06 5-10 pm R, D, M, PR, SAR
9817-06-01 Level I Investigator Training Greta 10/2/06 10/2/06 8 am-12 pm 
3269-06-01 Multicultural Education Stamp 10/2/06 10/16/06 5-8 pm R, D, M
9131-06-01 Promoting Mental Health & Preventing Internalizing Problems Merrell 10/2/06 10/2/06 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
0461-06-01 Talents Unlimited Weston, Galli 10/2/06 10/30/06 5:30-8:30 pm R, D
3067-06-02 Improving Classroom Management & Discipline O’Connor 10/3/06 10/18/06 5-8:45 pm R, M, SAR, PR
9923-06-02 Mandatory Reporting of Suspected Child and  

Dependent Adult Abuse Training Lee 10/3/06 10/3/06 3:30 -6 pm 
3417-06-01 Mild/Moderate Methods K-6 Wade Nagle 10/5/06 12/14/06 5-8 pm M
9132-06-01 Solving the Problem Solving Problem Silbey 10/5/06 10/5/06 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
9591-06-01 Fundamentals in Sentence Writing Koskovich 10/6/06 10/6/06 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
4136-06-01 Motion & Forces in Your World Bancroft, Anderson 10/9/06 11/17/06 Online R, D, M
3058-06-02 Habits of Mind: Preparing Students for Success Williams 10/10/06 11/7/06 5:30-8:30 pm R, D, SAR
9793-06-01 Mentor Academy Renewal Owen 10/10/06 10/10/06 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
9070-06-01 Behavior Analysis: Nuts & Bolts Copeland, Easton 10/11/06 10/11/06 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
4062-06-0� Developing a Rigor & Relevance Unit for Secondary Content Instruction Macklin, Owen 10/11/06 10/25/06 5-8 pm R, D, M
4105-06-01 Navigating through Algebra Bevelacqua, Gustafson 10/11/06 1/23/07 8:30 am-3:30 pm R, D
4054-06-01 Reaching the Visual Learner Shultz 10/12/06 11/9/06 5:30-8:30 pm R
9678-06-03 Crisis Prevention Intervention Re-Certification Wade Nagle 10/13/06 10/13/06 8:30 am-12 pm 
4��2-06-02 Project CriSS Olsen �0/�8/06 11/15/06 5-8 pm R, D, M
9145-06-01 Co-Teaching & Collaborative Consultation:   

Special Education in the Era of NCLB & IDEA ‘04 Robinson 10/19/06 10/20/06 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
4082-06-01 Visual Supports for Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders Sunner, Trier 10/19/06 11/16/06 5-8 pm R, M, PR
3104-06-01 Working with At-Risk Students O’Connor 10/25/06 11/2/06 5-8:45 pm R, M, SAR, PR
9133-06-01 Boardmaker Boost Petit 10/26/06 10/26/06 9-10:30 am 
9�33-06-02 Boardmaker Boost Petit �0/26/06 10/26/06 12:30-2 pm 
9133-06-03 Boardmaker Boost Petit 10/26/06 10/26/06 2:30-4 pm 
4133-06-01 Differentiated Assessment Stamp 10/30/06 11/13/06 5-8 pm R, D, M
9915-06-02 Section 504 Plans: Local District’s Role and Responsibilities Sandberg 10/30/06 10/30/06 1-4 pm 
9915-06-01 Section 504 Plans: Local District’s Role and Responsibilities Sandberg 11/1/06 11/1/06 9 am-12 pm 
9141-06-01 Fulfilling the Promise of RTI Callender 11/3/06 11/3/06 8:30 am-4 pm 
9037-06-01 Solving Behavioral Issues in Autism Trier, Sunner, Copeland 11/9/06 11/9/06 9 am-4 pm 
9�34-06-0� Choices explorer Bahl ��/�4/06 ��/�4/06 �-4 pm 
909�-06-0� Choices Planner & CD for experienced Users Bahl ��/�4/06 ��/�4/06 9 am-�2 pm 
9�28-06-0� Coaching & Observation Strategies for Working with Beginning Teachers  11/16/06 11/17/06 8 am-3:30 pm 
9071-06-01 Data Tools for Autism Spectrum Disorders Copeland, Easton, Dixon 12/6/06 12/6/06 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
9147-06-01 The Language/ Literacy Connection in Inferencing:  

Helping Older Students Read Between the Lines Ehren 12/7/06 12/7/06 8:30 am-4 pm 
9142-06-01 Brain Development as a Guide to Early Learning Eliot 12/18/06 12/18/06 8:30 am-4 pm 
9129-06-01 Analysis of Student Work, Differentiation and Lesson Planning  1/8/07 1/9/07 8 am-3:30 pm 
9135-06-01 Drumming to the Beat of Different Marchers Silver 1/17/07 1/17/07 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
4088-06-01 National Consortium for Teaching About Asia Watson 1/20/07 4/28/07 9 am-3 pm R
9144-06-01 Using Quality Preschool Program Standards to  

Design Environments for 3-5 Year Olds Geiken 1/30/07 1/30/07 9 am-3:30 pm 
4129-06-01 Navigating through Geometry Bevelacqua, Gustafson 1/31/07 4/25/07 8:30 am-3:30 pm R, D
9140-06-01 Progress Monitoring: What! Who? Why? When? Rose 2/9/07 2/9/07 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
9130-06-01 Creating & Facilitating Meetings that Promote Mentor Development  2/23/07 2/23/07 8 am-3:30 pm 
9�38-06-0� Interventions: Evidence Based Morphosyntax and  

Curriculum Based Language Haskill 2/23/07 2/23/07 8:30 am-4 pm 
9136-06-01 Resilient Classrooms: Places Where All Kids Succeed Doll 3/2/07 3/2/07 8:30 am-4 pm 
9037-06-02 Solving Behavioral Issues in Autism Trier, Sunner, Copeland 3/6/07 3/6/07 9 am-4 pm 
9070-06-02 Behavior Analysis: Nuts & Bolts Copeland, Easton 4/4/07 4/4/07 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
9071-06-02 Data Tools for Autism Spectrum Disorders Copeland, Easton, Dixon 5/2/07 5/2/07 8:30 am-3:30 pm

PR – Paraeducator Certification Renewal
N – Nursing CEUs

Contacts

  

name  __________________________________________________________ 

Address  ________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________ 

Use Grant Wood AEA van mail address if you have one. _______________

TR
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Effective April 1988, all teachers and administrators submitting for relicensing must supply proof of courses completed upon application. The Bureau of Teacher Licensure will not accept records from  
the AEA or the applicant prior to formal application for renewal. You must send the original copy of your transcript. 

Social Security # or Driver’s license # _________________________________

Last course:  Month ______________________________________________

Year __________________________________________________________

Course Title ____________________________________________________

To obtain a transcript of all courses completed through Grant Wood AEA, complete this form and send it along with your van mail address:  
Professional Development Program, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth Street, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404-4499
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Visit the Professional 
Development section 
of the Grant Wood 
AeA website for  
information on the  
following.

Did you know  
you can…
û register for profes-

sional develop-
ment courses  
and workshops

û view your  
transcript

û view your class 
registrations 
(dates, times  
and location)

…online?

Here’s how:
www.aea�0.k�2.ia.us

Click on the  
paragraph titled 
“Professional  
Development”

Click on  
“Registration  
Procedures”

Click on “elec-
tronic Registra-
tion” and log in

need more  
information? Call  
the Grant Wood AEA 
Professional Devel-
opment Program 
at 1-800-798-9771, 
Ext. 6771, (319) 
399-6771, or TDD 
(3�9) 399-6766.

Board of Educational 
Examiners announces new 
renewal reminder service

The Board of Educational Examiners has 
begun to send electronic reminders of immi-
nent expiration of certain licenses. Holders of 
Initial, Standard, Master Educator, and Admin-
istrator licenses will be sent an e-mail indicat-
ing that one of their licenses will soon expire. 
Holders of a Class B or Class C (Conditional 
Licenses) will not be notified.

The e-mail reminders will be sent out twice. 
The first reminder will be sent approximately 
one year before the date of expiration of the 
license; the second reminder will be sent ap-
proximately two months before the date of 
expiration of the license.

Only those practitioners for whom the BoEE 
has a current and correct e-mail address will 
receive this reminder.
How to check or update your e-mail address

In order to receive a reminder, make certain 
that the Board of Educational Examiners has your 
current e-mail address. In order to check or up-
date your e-mail address, visit the BoEE website 
at www.state.ia.us/boee.

Whether practitioners receive a reminder or 
not, it is still each practitioner’s responsibility 
to take note of the expiration date printed on the 
license and to renew the license prior to that date. 
A late fee of $25 per month will be assessed if 
the practioner is found to be practicing with an 
expired license.

National Presenter Highlights
Oct. 2 - ken Merrell, Ph.D.
Promoting Mental Health & Preventing  
Internalizing Problems
Oct. 5 - Robyn Silbey
Solving the Problem Solving Problem
Oct. 19 & 20 - Suzanne Robinson, Ph.D.
Co –Teaching & Collaborative Consultation:  
Special education in the era of nClB & iDeA ‘04

nov. 3 - Wayne Callender, Ph.D.
Fulfilling the Promise of RTI
Dec. 7 - Barbara Ehren, Ph.D.
The Language/ Literacy Connection in 
Inferencing: Helping Older Students 
read Between the lines
Dec. 18 - Lise Eliot, Ph.D.
Brain Development as a Guide to  
Early Learning

Registration handled  
through GWAEA  
Professional Development.

Jan. 17 - Debbie Silver, Ed.D.
Drumming to the Beat of Different 
Marchers 
Mar. 2 - Beth Doll, Ph.D.
Resilient Classrooms: Places 
Where All Kids Succeed
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New Books in the Professional Library
Administration/Management

Leading early childhood learning 
communities: what principals 
should know and be able to do: 
a guide for those who care about 
creating and supporting quality 
in schools.
NAESP, 2005.  R 372.21 LEA 
(173275)
Looking forward to Monday 
morning: ideas for recognition 
and appreciation activities and 
fun things to do at work for 
educators. 
Diane Hodges.  Corwin Press, 
2005.  R 371.1 HOD  (173642)
Moving NSDC’s staff develop-
ment standards into practice: 
innovation configurations. 
NSDC, 2003.  R 371.146 MOV  
(173285)
The Principal’s companion: 
strategies and hints to make the 

instruCtional media – sChool teChnology

Teacher Work 
Center
Did you know...

...you may reserve 
the Teacher Work Center 
for groups to work on 
projects after hours? Your 
group must be four or 
more and plan to stay no 
later than 8:00 pm. These 
after hour appointments 
are available Monday thru 
Friday by calling Jayne 
Kamberling at (319) 399-
6717 or e-mailing her at 
jhardy@aea10.k12.ia.us. 

Also, please keep 
in mind that you must 
schedule these appoint-
ments as far in advance 
as possible so that we 
have the opportunity to 
adjust work schedules 
to accommodate the ap-
pointment. We have lim-
ited staffing so we cannot 
guarantee we will be able 
to accommodate your 
first- time choice. For that 
reason, it is best to have 
at least two time options 
available when you call in 
for your appointment.

Grant Wood AEA  
Media & Technology  
Center Hours
School Year  
 7:30 a.m. -  4:30 p.m.   
 Monday - Friday
Summer Hours 
 7:30 a.m. -  4:00 p.m.   
 Monday - Friday

by Melva Starr 
GWAEA Media Specialist

When you select Online 
Catalog from the Grant 
Wood Area Education 
Agency homepage, you will 
see a new look for our Online 
Catalog and Reservation 
System. We now have color, 
the Grant Wood Area Educa-
tion Agency logo, and much 
more information available at 
a glance. You will find help 
if you need a password or if 
you need materials quickly. 
You will see three sections: 
Our Collection, Browse, and 
Information.

From the Our Collection 
section you can go to the On-
line Catalog, directly to the 
order form, or to the Options 
Menu where you are able to 
cancel or extend items, or use 
our rebook feature. 

From our Browse section 
you are able to search the 
catalog by subject and look 
at the Mediagraphies, which 
are lists of materials orga-
nized by topic. The V.A.S.T. 
science mediagraphies are 
accessed here as well. When 
you select Online Resources 
you are able to access the 
Iowa Online Resources such 
as ClipArt, EBSCO, and 

New look for GWAEA Online Catalog

World Book or go to the Iowa 
Educators Consortium for 
purchasing equipment and 
supplies.

The last column is titled 
Information and here we 
have two areas “under con-
struction.” They are Cur-
riculum Areas and Standards 
Based Resources. In the near 
future you will be able to se-
lect materials from our Grant 
Wood Area Education Agency 
Media Center and know 
which National Standard they 
align with as well as being 
able to select our materials 

according to the curriculum 
area you teach. We are nearly 
finished with the Science 
Standards and will work with 
Math Standards next. Under 
the Information heading you 
are welcome to give us feed-
back on our collections and 
service or to make sugges-
tions for purchase. By select-
ing Instructional Media, you 
will be linked to the page on 
the Grant Wood Area Educa-
tion Agency homepage, which 
has all possible information 
relating to our Media Center 
and Technology Center. 

job easier.  2nd edition. 
Pam Robbins and Harvey B. Alvy.  
Corwin Press, 2003.  R 371.2 ROB  
(174540)
Assessment

Assessment strategies for science, 
grades 6-8. 
J. Weston Walch, 2004.  R 372.35 
ASS  (173651)
DIBELS: the practical manual: 
answers to questions about ad-
ministrating, scoring , and inter-
preting DIBELS. 
Linda Farrell and others.  So-
pris West, 2006.  R 372.43 FAR  
(174536)
I’ve DIBEL’d now what?: de-
signing interventions with DI-
BELS data. 
Susan L. Hall.  Sopris West, 2006.  
R 372.43 HAL  (174535)
National educational technology 
standards for students: resources 

for student assessment. 
M.G. Kelly and Jon Haber.  ISTE, 
2006.  R 371.334 KEL  (174147)
Behavioral Issues/Discipline/
Student Issues

Bullying and harassment: a legal 
guide for educators.
Kathleen Conn.  ASCD, 2004.  R 
344.73 CON  (173277)
Curriculum and Instructional 
Strategies

Breaking the learning barrier 
for underachieving students: 
practical teaching strategies for 
dramatic results. 
George D. Nelson.  Corwin Press, 
2006.  R 371.82 NEL  (174130)
Inside-outside, in the middle: 
reflective strategies for middle 
level teachers. 
David L. Puckett.  National Middle 
School Association, 2005.  R 
373.236 PUC  (173295)

Rigor and relevance handbook. 
International Center for Leadership 
in Education, 2002.  R 375.001 
RIG  (173658)
Early Childhood Education

Early childhood inclusion: focus 
on change. 
Michael J. Guralnick.  Paul H. 
Brookes, 2001.  R 372.21 EAR  
(174533)
Literacy and the youngest learn-
er: best practices for educators 
of children from birth to 5. 
V. Susan Bennett-Armistead and 
others.  Scholastic, 2005.  R 372.6 
BEN  (174137)
Transition magician 2: more 
strategies for guiding young 
children in early childhood pro-
grams. 
Mary Henthorne, Nola Larson and 
Ruth Chvojicek.  Redleaf Press, 
2000.   R 372.21 HEN  (173644)
General

Ban those bird units: 15 models 
for teaching and learning in in-
formation-rich and technology-
rich environments. 
David V. Loertscher and others.  Hi 
Willow Research & Publishing, 
2005.  R025.5 LOE  (174146)
Creating a healthy school using 
the healthy school report card. 
David K. Lohrmann.  ASCD, 2005.  
R 371.2 LOH  (174543)
Creative resources for the early 
childhood classroom.  4th edition.
Judy Herr and Yvonne Libby Lar-
son.  Delmar Thomson Learning, 
2004.  R 372.19 HER  (173293)

The Digital reader: using E-
books in K-12 education. 
Terence W. Cavanaugh.  ISTE, 
2006.  R 428.4 CAV  (174537)
Evaluating school programs: an 
educator’s guide, 3rd edition.
James R. Sanders and Carolyn D. 
Sullins.  Corwin Press, 2006.  R 
379.158 SAN  (174541)
E-journals: a how-to-do-it man-
ual for building, managing, and 
supporting electronic journal 
collections. 
Donnelyn Curtis and Virginia M. 
Scheschy.  Neal-Schuman, 2005.  
R 025.174 CUR  (173657)
A Framework for understanding 
poverty, 4th edition. 
Ruby K. Payne.  aha! Process, 
2005.  R 362.5 PAY  (173645)
Getting the grant: how educators 
can write winning proposals and 
manage successful projects. 
Rebecca Gajda and Richard Tu-
likangas.  ASCD, 2005.  R 379.13 
GAJ  (173278)
How the brain learns to read. 
David A. Sousa.  Corwin Press, 
2005.  R 418.4 SOU  (174542)
Losing our minds: gifted chil-
dren left behind.
Deborah L. Ruf.  Great Poten-
tial Press, 2005.  R 371.95 RUF  
(173272)
Podcast solutions: the complete 
guide to podcasting.
Michael W. Geoghegan and Dan 
Klass.  Apress, 2005.  R 006.7 
GEO  (173296)

Visit the Grant Wood AEA  
website at  

www.aea�0.k�2.ia.us

Grant Wood AEA conducts  
Technology Program Evaluation

Grant Wood AEA embarked on a Technology Program Evalu-
ation during the spring of 2006 to evaluate what the agency is 
doing right and what it can do even better in the area of technol-
ogy. The evaluation was patterned after a technology audit that 
Grant Wood AEA conducted for the Cedar Rapids schools ap-
proximately 18 months ago.  

The assessment tools used for the program evaluation includ-
ed a user survey, individual onsite or telephone interviews, focus 
groups, and interviews with agency staff.  Also, the process 
for the agency’s evaluation included benchmarking with other 
educational service agencies. A panel of local experts as well as 
several individuals from other service agencies outside of Iowa 
spent several intensive days looking at the agency’s operations 
and data.

The assessment covered the agency’s Payroll and Finance sys-
tem, Network, Student Information Systems, SEMS, Student As-
sessment Systems, Technology Consultant services, AV/Technol-
ogy support, Graphics and Printing and the Teacher Work Center.

Action plans will be developed based on the written recom-
mendations provided by the team. For more information, contact 
Cliff Ehlinger, GWAEA associate administrator, (319) 399-6730 
or cehlinger@aea10.k12.ia.us, or Rob Little, GWAEA associate 
administrator, (319) 399-6886 or rlittle@aea10.k12.ia.us.

New look for Classroom Collection
by Melva Starr 
GWAEA Media Specialist

During the 2005-2006 
school year, we did a feature 
article on the Classroom Col-
lection, which is part of the 
Professional Library in the 
Grant Wood Area Education 
Agency Media and Technol-
ogy Center. The Classroom 
Collection contains a variety 
of materials for many cur-
riculum areas. Shelving from 
another area of the Media 
Center was moved into the 

Classroom Collection area to 
allow for reorganization and 
expansion of the collection. A 
new section for Early Child-
hood materials was added. 
Access to the GWAEA Online 
Catalog is still available in 
the area, but the computer 
to access Iowa AEA Online 
has been relocated to the 
area near the circulation desk 
in the main entrance to the 
Media Center. Comfortable 
seating to use when brows-
ing was also relocated to this 

area. Updated maps are avail-
able in the area and are posted 
on the ends of the shelves to 
assist in finding materials. 
Please check the bibliography 
of new materials in this issue 
as well as look online as new 
items are added on an ongo-
ing basis.

For more information,  
contact Melva Starr at (319) 
399-6454, 1-800-332-8488, 
Ext. 6454, or e-mail to 
mstarr@aea10.k12.ia.us.

Members of the task force who participated in the evaluation process 
were, (front row left to right):  Paula Vincent, Clear Creek Amana CSD; 
Mike Bodensteiner, Southeast Kansas ESC; Geoff Craven, Central 
Sesquehanna IU (Pennsylvania); Rob Little, Jefferson West USD (Kansas); 
(back row):  Aleck Johnson, EdTech Strategies (Washington, D.C.);Corrine 
Calice, Learning Point (Illinois); Randy Shields, Rockwell  Collins (Cedar 
Rapids); Lori Bruzek, Cedar Rapids CSD (chair of the task force); John 
O’Connell, Iowa Department of Education; and Holly Jobe, Montgomery 
County iU (Pennsylvania).



 7The linker  |  Grant Wood AEA  |  Fall 2006 instruCtional media – sChool teChnology

New Materials in the Classroom Collection

Magazines –  
Thousands of articles 
from popular titles to 
scholarly journals.

if your school were to 
purchase these resources, 
the cost per student would 
be approximately $18.75 
per student.

New for 2006-2007
Two new resources targeted for middle and high school students have  

been added:

SIRS Researcher - SIRS Researcher features thousands of relevant 
full-text articles and analysis on today’s hottest and most contro-

versial social, scientific, health, historic, economic, political, and global issues. 
SIRS Researcher helps students make sense of the world by offering relevant, 
credible articles that tell the whole story on the major issues of the day. Students 
can access thousands of highly targeted documents—many accompanied by 
charts, maps, photos, diagrams, and illustrations—from more than 1,600 national 
and international sources.

World Book Research Libraries - The World Book Research Librar-
ies have been specially developed to provide students with broad 

access to primary source material. The collection offers an extensive collection 
of documents in history, politics and government, philosophy, religion, science, 
and the social sciences. The Literature Library supplements educational libraries 

with great books and documents that can be used in teaching subjects such as 
language, literacy, and history in schools. Together the collections include the 
text of more than 5,500 complete books and more than 260,000 documents.

Additional information on these and the other resources can be found at the 
Iowa AEA Online website at www.iowaaeaonline.org.
Parent/Student Flyer

AEAs and your school will distribute 
over a half million flyers to every student 
in Iowa this fall to inform parents of Iowa 
AEA Online. Copies were also provided 
for school staff. The flyer explains Iowa 
AEA Online and includes room for the stu-
dents’ user IDs and passwords. Funding for 
printing this flyer was provided by Qwest.
Training and Support

For additional information, contact your building’s teacher librarian. Grant 
Wood AEA provides opportunities for teachers to learn about how to use Iowa 
AEA Online resources in their curriculum areas. If you would like additional 
information regarding on-site training opportunities, contact Jane Yock at  
1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6701, (319) 399-6701 or jyock@aea10.k12.ia.us.

Iowa AEA Online brings educational  
resources to your classroom

www.iowaaeaonline.org
Iowa AEA Online will begin its fourth year of operation this fall. Through Iowa AEA Online, Iowa K-12 students have free  

access at school and at home (Internet access required) 24 hours a day, seven days a week to the following resources:

Newspapers –  
National, interna-
tional and regional 
newspapers, plus 
television and radio 
transcripts.

Encyclopedias –  
Online encyclopedias 
in English and Spanish, 
including all articles 
from World Book’s 22-
volume print edition.

Videos, Photos & Clipart–  
Over 4,000 educational 
videos, over one million 
current and historical 
photos, over six million 
images, fonts and sounds. 

Software Training –  
Thousands of tutorial 
movies answering the 
common questions 
people have when 
learning software 
programs.  

Plus literary writings, dic-
tionaries, maps, almanacs, 
biographies, web links, 
government documents, 
historic documents, infor-
mation on weather, health, 
careers, business and more.

Poster Printer
Did you know...

...that the Grant Wood 
AEA Print Shop has a large 
format, full-color printer? 
The posters it produces 
have become one of our 
most popular products. We 
use it to produce PWIM 
posters, behavior posters, 
display panels, mission 
statement posters, etc.

Our graphic designers 
are available to work with 
you to design and develop 
any concept you might 
have or you may also 
provide PDF or JPG files 
to print on the printer. The 
paper we use is on a three-
foot wide roll, so you are 
limited to 36” on one side 
and 108” on the other side. 
This also allows us to print 
banners.

We do recommend 
posters and banners be 
laminated with the 6 mil 
lamination that we use in 
the Print Shop.

The cost for output on 
the large format printer is 
$1.50 per square foot for 
posters or $4.50 per linear 
foot for banners. The 6 mil 
lamination runs 75¢ per 
foot. When working on a 
project, you will also incur 
some setup costs that will 
vary depending on how 
much you need the graphic 
designers to do. You will 
also have a cutting charge 
that will take care of trim-
ming the poster from the 
roll of paper to the  
finished size.

For more information 
on any of these services, 
contact Tara Johannsen at 
(319) 399-6740, 1-800-332-
8488, Ext. 6740, or via e-
mail to tjohannsen@aea10.
k�2.ia.us.

Curriculum and Instructional 
Strategies

Reconnecting youth: a peer 
group approach to building life 
skills.  2nd edition.
Leona Eggert and Liela Nicholas.  
National Educational Service, 
2004.  Shelf # VE 1E  (174621)
General

The Kid’s guide to service proj-
ects: over 500 service ideas for 
young people who want to make 
a difference.
Free Spirit, 1995.  Shelf # SS 8H  
(174365)
Leaner English: a teacher’s 
guide to interference and other 
problems, 2nd edition. 
Cambridge University Press, 2001.  
Shelf # LA 13M  (174356)
Monthly mini-lessons: forty 
projects for independent study, 
grades 2-3.
Linworth, 2005.  Shelf # LA 13C  
(174348)
Monthly mini-lessons: forty 
projects for independent study, 
grades 4-6.
Linworth, 2005.  Shelf # LA 13C  
(174349)

Language Arts

Alphabet sounds photo library. 
Lakeshore Learning Materials, 
2002.  Shelf # LA 2K  (174620)
Jumbo alphabet book: activities, 
patterns, and games for studying 
every letter of the alphabet. 
Carson-Dellosa Publishing, 1993.  
Shelf # LA 2B  (174364)
Simply seasonal ABCs: fall/win-
ter.
Mailbox, 2005.  Shelf # LA 2B  
(174617)
Simply seasonal ABCs: spring/
summer.
Mailbox, 2005.  Shelf # LA 2B  
(174618)
Math

Basic occupational math, 2nd 
edition. 
J. Weston Walch, 2002.  Shelf # M 
2L  (174345)
Integrating math in the real 
world. 
J. Weston Walch, 1999.  Shelf # M 
2L  (174344)
Math big books, grades 1-2.
Rosen Publishing, 2004.  Shelf # 
M 3G  (174381)
Math big books, grades K-1.
Rosen Publishing, 2004.  Shelf # 

M 3G  (174382)
Math in everyday life, 3rd edi-
tion. 
J. Weston Welch, 2001.  Shelf # M 
2L  (174346)
Math strategies you can count 
on: tools and activities to build 
math appreciation, understand-
ing and skills.
Crystal Springs Books, 2005.  
Shelf # M 2C  (174347)
Poems for math practice: with 80 
skill-building activities. 
Laureen Reynolds.  Crystal 
Springs Books, 2006.  Shelf # M 
3A  (174616)
Teaching student-centered math-
ematics, grades 3-5. 
John Van de Walle and LouAnn H. 
Lovin.  Pearson Education, 2006.  
Shelf # M 2C  (174361)
Teaching student-centered math-
ematics, grades 5-8. 
John Van de Walle and LouAnn H. 
Lovin.  Pearson Education, 2006.  
Shelf # M 2C  (174363)
Teaching student-centered math-
ematics, grades K-3. 
John Van de Walle and LouAnn H. 
Lovin.  Pearson Education, 2006.  
Shelf # M 2C  (174362)

Reading

Phonics lessons bundle, grade K.
FirstHand, 2003.  Shelf # LA 2K  
(174353)
Sight-word mini-books: engag-
ing practice for early readers.
Crystal Spring Books, 2006.  Shelf 
# LA 3D  (174615)
Sing a song of poetry: a teaching 
resource for phonemic awareness, 
phonics, and fluency, grade 1. 
Gay Su Pinnell and Irene C. Foun-
tas.  FirstHand, 2004.  Shelf # LA 
2K  (174350)
Sing a song of poetry: a teaching 
resource for phonemic awareness, 
phonics, and fluency, grade K. 
Gay Su Pinnell and Irene C. Foun-
tas.  FirstHand, 2004.  Shelf # LA 
2K  (174352)
Storytime from A to Z: activities 
that build early literacy skills 
through the sharing of popular 
children’s books. 
Mailbox, 2005.  Shelf # LA 2B  
(174619)
Science

Coffee can science: 25 easy, 
hands-on activities that teach 
key concepts in physical, earth, 
and life sciences - and meet the 

science standards. 
Scholastic, 2004.  Shelf # S 2D  
(173652)
Janice VanCleave’s science 
around the world: activities on 
biomes from pole to pole. 
Janice VanCleave.  John Wiley 
& Sons, 2004.  Shelf # S 2F  
(174360)
My bodyworks: songs about 
your bones, muscles, heart and 
more!
Crocodile Books, 2005.  Shelf # S 
6A  (174663)
Skeleton floor puzzle.
Learning Resources, 2005.  Shelf # 
S 6A  (174366)
VAS T Earth materials posters, 
investigation 1 & 2. 
Delta Education.  Shelf # S 2F  
(174383)
Special Needs and Challenges
Worksheets! for teaching social 
thinking and related skills: break-
ing down concepts for teaching 
students with high functioning 
autism, Asperger syndrome, 
PDD-NOS, nonverbal learning 
disability, and attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder.
Michelle Garcia Winner, 2005.  
Shelf # PS 2D  (174358)




