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Grant Wood AEA Mission:  
To ensure success for all learners.

Grant Wood AEA Goals: 
1. Increase the academic  
performance of all learners.

2. Increase the percentage of  
students who perform at the  
proficient level. 

3. Increase student acquisition 
and application of 21st century 
skills and knowledge.

Grant Wood AEA recently launched the Collaborating for Iowa’s Kids Multi-Tiered System of Supports/Response to Inter-
vention E-newsletter at http://www.gwaea.org/c4k/newsletter.html

Districts and schools have been selected as part of Transformation Phase One to improve Literacy. The schools invited to 
be a part of Transformation Phase One in the Grant Wood AEA service area include: 

Clear Creek Amana, College Community, West Branch, Monticello and  Center Point-Urbana.
Subscribe to the Grant Wood AEA Collaborating for Iowa’s Kids E-newsletter at http://www.gwaea.org/c4k/newsletter.html.

Clear Creek Amana’s North 
Bend Elementary is one of 
the schools in the Grant 
Wood AEA area selected 
as part of Transformation 
Phase One to improve Lit-
eracy. Clear Creek Amana’s 
three elementaries join the 
College Community, West 
Branch, Monticello, and 
Center Point-Urbana school 
districts.

Brenda Parker, principal 
at North Bend Elementary, 
said, “We are very fortunate 
to partner with the Depart-
ment of Education to pilot 
the groundwork for Collabo-
rating for Kids. Data was re-
viewed and teams created. 
A few teachers were select-
ed to complete the online 
components that were used 
prior to implementation. 
Feedback was provided as 
to how the procedure would 

work in the classroom. It 
was nice for us to be on the 
ground level and experi-
ence what this looks like in a 
school.”

Parker explained that im-
proving test scores for the 
building and district is the 
goal. “We needed a succinct 
way to measure the prog-
ress that we are making to-
ward our goals,” she said. 
“The Collaborating for Kids 
meetings are allowing us to 
review our data and look at 
our core curriculum.” 

As a pilot program, North 
Bend Elementary continues 
to make changes from last 
year to this year. Parker ex-
plained that the FAST data 
is demonstrating signifi-
cant gains achieved from 
last year. “These gains are 
preparing us for the next 
round of testing,” she elab-

orated. “More gains have 
been achieved from fall un-
til now.”

Parker attributes the FAST 
gains achieved to the data 
review process, moving 
from a multigrade building, 
and adoption of a building-
wide reading series. 

“Our data background 
piece allows us to take a 
hard look at the FAST data 
as one measure of assess-
ment to determine and ask 
the question, ‘What are we 
missing to make gains with 
students?’”

“We also moved from be-
ing a multigrades to a sin-
gle grades building,” Parker 
continued. “While we love 
the specific aspects of multi-
grades, the Common  
Core and our core  
curriculum made  
it difficult for  

teachers to teach to two 
grade levels with different 
curriculum.”

“And, we pushed for adop-
tion of a uniform reading 
series,” she continued. “Pre-
viously, teachers used in-
dividual classroom created 
reading materials.”

“Collaborating for Kids is 
great,” Parker concluded. 
“We have awesome teach-
ers, and are putting the 
tools in their hands to help 
students be successful. It is 
through continued educa-
tion and partnership with 
our AEA, school district, and 
collaboration with families 
that we are ensuring our 
kids are getting the best ed-
ucation and helping them 
be the most successful.”

Clear Creek Amana participates in Transformation Phase One

http://www.gwaea.org
http://www.iowaaea.org
https://www.educateiowa.gov//
http://www.cca.k12.ia.us/
https://www.educateiowa.gov//
http://www.gwaea.org
http://www.gwaea.org/c4k/newsletter.html
http://www.gwaea.org/c4k/newsletter.html
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Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment

by Staci Hupp
Iowa Department of Education

It’s an average day in Jane 
Schmidt’s eighth-grade liter-
acy classroom. Well, as aver-
age as you can get in a class-
room headed by the 2014 
Iowa Teacher of the Year.

“Let’s examine today’s 
standards, or expectations,” 
Schmidt tells students as 
soon as they are seated. 
They cast their eyes to the 
wall bearing the standards. 
On tap today are two stan-
dards: citing textual evi-
dence to support analysis 
and inference in their read-
ings, and engaging in col-
laborative discussions. 
“Questions?”

The Maquoketa Middle 
School students quickly as-
semble into small groups to 
discuss today’s work. Discus-
sion is brisk. They are com-
paring two different texts 
on a story about a 4-year-
old Pakistani child sold to 
make rugs. Facts are com-
pared, the tone of writing 
is analyzed. How does this 
style portray the story? Does 
the other story change the 
meaning or understanding?

Collaborative conversa-

tions, analytical thinking, 
inferences. Welcome to the 
21st century classroom. 
Welcome to the Iowa Core, 
the statewide standards 
that this Teacher of the Year 
swears by. The Iowa Core 
isn’t the flavor of the day, 
Schmidt says, but some-
thing that truly revolution-
izes education.

The Iowa Core “makes us 
look at our units in a differ-
ent way,” she said. “It takes 
learning to a much deeper 
level. The emphasis is on 
higher-level thinking – such 
as analysis, critical-thinking 
– that you get through tex-
tual evidence.”

Schmidt says the Iowa 
Core is a departure from the 
past.

“No Child Left Behind re-
quired us to teach students 
skills, but not really to think,” 
she said. “The Iowa Core 
makes them evaluate, dis-
cern.”

The Iowa Core is the state’s 
roadmap for what students 
are expected to learn from 

kindergarten through 12th 
grade in mathematics, Eng-
lish/language arts, science 
and social studies. Iowa was 
the last state in the nation to 
adopt statewide standards 
in 2008; state legislators 
led this shift away from lo-
cally determined standards, 
which had caused inconsis-
tent expectations in schools 
across the state. 

The Iowa Core sets high 
expectations but doesn’t 
dictate how to teach. The 
standards give students, 
parents, and teachers a 
clear, common understand-
ing of what students need 
to learn at every grade level. 
It’s up to the teaching pro-

fessionals and their local 
school boards to determine 
how students learn the stan-
dards.

The Iowa Core enables 
teachers to take learning to 
a deeper level, Schmidt says. 
The standards enhance her 
work and student outcomes.

“The advent of Iowa Core 
emphasizes that literacy in-
struction is everyone’s job 
and not just the job of a 
literacy teacher,” she said. 

“A great deal of the higher-
level comprehension skills 
provided within the Iowa 
Core standards can also be 
emphasized within courses 
like social studies and sci-
ence as we all collaborate 
toward developing students 
who are critical readers and 
writers.”

Before the Iowa Core, 
Schmidt said, teachers 
would merely ask students 
what they learned from a 
reading assignment. By in-
corporating the standards, 
teachers create lesson plans 
that go further – asking stu-
dents to apply critical-think-
ing skills to make inferences 
and analysis based upon 

what they read.
 “Sure, it is hard for our 

students because we’re ask-
ing them to think,” she said. 
“It will take a while for them 
to get used to it because it’s 
more challenging. It’s not 
rote memorization. I think 
we haven’t asked enough 
of our kids. We haven’t chal-
lenged them enough. And 
why wouldn’t we?”

Iowa’s Teacher of the Year supports Iowa Core

http://www.maquoketa.k12.ia.us/
https://www.educateiowa.gov/iowacore
https://www.educateiowa.gov//
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Grant Wood AEA  College for Kids
  Registration begins March 1 for the 2014 Programs, Dates & Locations:       

Dates        Program     Times        Location    
June 16-27 College for Kids  - Session A  8:30 – 11:50 a.m.    Coe College
July 7-18 College for Kids  - Session B  8:30 – 11:50 a.m.    Coe College

Grant Wood AEA’s College for Kids is a summer program offering advanced level academic and fine arts courses in the 
college setting to eligible talented and gifted students who have completed 6th, 7th or 8th grade. Through the College 
for Kids experience, students are offered advanced or specialized curricula, and have the opportunity to further explore a 
hobby or a topic of interest not typically available in middle school general education.    

Student nomination information will be sent to schools during February.

View the latest Impacting Lives update at http://aeas4iowa.wordpress.com/ for stories about the 
many ways Iowa’s AEAs are making a difference.  
In this issue:
• Teachers Receive Hands-on Autism Learning Experience
• ISU Students Make Communication Easier for Sam
• Northwest AEA/Schleswig school success: The Power of RTI for Preston
• Helping Districts Navigate Their Changing Populations
• The Road Less Traveled: One Student’s Struggle with Learning
• Northwest AEA/Hunt school success: Mom expresses gratitude for teamwork
• Alex Betz: A Shining Example of the Power of High Expectations

Like a certain article? Make sure to use the sharing functions below each post to email 
it to interested teachers/community members or post on your professional blog, Twitter, 
Facebook, Pinterest or Google+ pages.

Impacting Lives Blog Showcases AEA Services

Download the 
GWAEA app

Grant Wood AEA introduced
a new iPad/iPhone/Smart 
Phone app. The app features 
links to the following:
› About Us
› Information for  

 Educators, Staff
› Media Center
› Professional  

 Development
› Special Education
This app is free, and avail-

able from the iTunes Store 
or the Google Play Store by 
searching for Grant Wood 
AEA or GWAEA. For more 
information, contact Stacy 
Behmer, GWAEA Coordinator 
of Digital Learning Technol-
ogy, sbehmer@gwaea.org.

http://www.gwaea.org/collegeforkids/
http://www.gwaea.org/collegeforkids/
http://aeas4iowa.wordpress.com
mailto:sbehmer@gwaea.org
http://aeas4iowa.wordpress.com
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Youth Leadership Forum for  
students with disabilities
JuLy 13-18, 2014

Master of Science in Education Leadership (School Principal Licensure)
Drake’s Master of Science in Education Leadership is a 36-hour graduate degree 
program designed for students aspiring to be principals, associate/assistant 
principals, curriculum directors, deans of students, teacher leaders, activity 
directors, and area education agency administrators.

Highlights of the program include:
• Two-year cohorts held at the Grant Wood AEA       • Exceptional full-time faculty
• Convenient weekend classes for the adult learner  • Practice-based learning

Drake is in your town.
Apply now for the Cedar Rapids cohort, taught by Drake faculty. Classes begin  
in fall 2014. Financial aid is available for those who qualify.

for program information:  for admission information:
www.drake.edu/edl   www.drake.edu/soe/admission
e bridget.arrasmith@drake.edu  e soegradadmission@drake.edu
t 515-271-2054   t 515-271-2552

The next step…  
Experience the Drake difference.

Special Education B/D
Your Site. Our Model.

KeBecca, formerly EduCare, 

has been providing special education Level 

III Behavior Disorder services at multiple 

school sites in Iowa since 1998.

Cost Effective
One fee per classroom per year.

All Staff Included
KeBecca recruits, employs, trains, and 
supervises all teachers and associates.

Comprehensive Data-Driven Model
Aligned with Common Core.

1965 51st Street NE     Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52402
(319) 294-7038     www.kebecca.com

Kevin J. McCarville, Ph.D.     President
kmccarville@kebecca.com

Call today for more information.

Offered In Cooperation With Grant Wood AEA 

Graceland University Master of Education  
in Curriculum and Instruction

●	 Flexible scheduling
●	 Cohort format
●	 Cedar Rapids location

We are NCATE Accredited!  
Contact Cathy Porter 1-800-833-0524 ext. 4716

Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment

A celebration of student  
writing for 4th and 5th 
grade students
Thursday, May 8, 2014  
9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.    
Coe College 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Guest Author: Delia Ray, author of Here Lies Linc,  
  Ghost Girl, and Behind the Blue and Gray,  
  http://www.deliaray.com

Grant Wood AEA is pleased to offer the Young Writers’ 
Conference for 4th and 5th grade students! Accompanied 
by a teacher from their school, students will attend an au-
thor session with Delia Ray, a workshop session, and a shar-
ing session where students will share samples of their own 
writing. Concurrent learning sessions also available for 
teachers during the conference. 

Youth Leadership Forum is 
a five-day leadership training 
program for 10th-12th grade 
students with disabilities. 
Held at Iowa State University, 
students stay in the dorms 
and participate in large and 
small group activities, speak-
er presentations, visit the 
state capital, and much more. 

Throughout the week, stu-
dents will have the opportu-

nity to learn about develop-
ing self-esteem, choosing a 
career, assistive technology, 
and will develop a personal 
leadership plan. They will 
also have a chance to con-
nect with professionals and 
community leaders with dis-
abilities as possible mentors 
and role models. 

At least 35 high school stu-
dents will be chosen through 
a competitive selection pro-
cess. There is no charge for 
those selected to attend. Ap-
plications are currently being 
accepted and can be found 
online at: http://www.hu-
manrights.iowa.gov/pd/lead-
ership_forum/youth.html

Grant Wood AEA 

http://www.humanrights.iowa.gov/pd/leadership_forum/youth.html
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/curr/ywc/conference.html
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/curr/ywc/conference.html
http://www.drake.edu/
http://www.graceland.edu/
http://kebecca.com/
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Complete course informa-
tion including course and 
workshop descriptions, fees, 
and payment/refund policies 
can be accessed on our web 
site www.gwaea.org.

Courses may be cancelled if 
minimum enrollments are not 
met.  Register early to avoid 
class closings or cancellations.

Contacts
Sherry Sines  
Professional Development Coordinator
319-399-6517  •  1-800-798-9771,  Ext. 6517
ssines@aea10.k12.ia.us

Tammy Carolan 
Secretary/Registrar
319-399-6771  •  1-800-798-9771,  Ext. 6771
tcarolan@aea10.k12.ia.us

Annette Renaud
Secretary/Registrar
319-399-6767  •  1-800-798-9771,  Ext. 6767
arenaud@gwaea.org
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D-EDEX .....Drake Graduate Credit- 
Educational Extension

D-EDMA ..Drake Graduate Credit- 
Educational Masters

M ................Morningside Graduate Credit
P ..................Paraeducator Certification
SA ...............Substitute Authorization
SAR ............Substitute Authorization Renewal 
PR ...............Paraeducator Certification Renewal 
CDA .........Child Development Associate

Grant Wood AEA Professional Development Courses

 Number Title Begin Credit

Paraeducators
Paraeducators, in partnership with licensed  

educators, provide a key role in supporting and  
enhancing the education of children.

Become a certified  
paraeducator  through 

Grant Wood AEA
Completing Paraeducator Certification 
through Grant Wood AEA provides you 
with opportunities to learn instructional 
strategies, professional skills and behavior 
management tools from experienced 
instructors and through collaborative 
learning with other paraeducators.

Classes are offered year round. For more 
information, contact GWAEA Professional 
Development at 319-399-6767 or  
www.gwaea.org and click on Professional 
Development.

19212-13-02 Supporting Brain Functioning in the Classroom  02/11/14 

19096-13-01 Deeper Investigations of the Standards: Iowa Core English Language Arts 
K-5 - Writing  

02/11/14 

19066-13-02 Investigating the Standards: Iowa Core Mathematics Grades K-5  02/12/14 

9303-13-03 Full/Waiting List Only  Crisis Prevention Intervention Certification  02/13/14 

19017-13-05 EdInsight Training  02/13/14 

6801-13-01 3D Printing in the Classroom  02/14/14 

19219-13-01 Staying the Course: Sustaining Your School Improvement Focus  02/17/14 

19201-13-04 Selecting Writing Accommodations for Struggling Students  02/17/14 

19202-13-04 PAR-ty: Selecting Reading Accommodations for Struggling Students  02/17/14 

4602-13-01 The Conversation is the Relationship - Intro to Fierce Conversations  02/18/14 R

19100-13-01 Deeper Investigations of the Standards: Iowa Core English Language Arts 
6-12 - Speaking and Listening  

02/18/14 

19207-13-02 Utilizing iPads to Support Student Success  02/19/14 

19239-13-01 An Evidence Based Approach to Standing and Walking for Children with 
Moderate to Severe Motor Dysfunction  

02/20/14 

6510-13-03 Learning to Drive with Google  02/21/14 

19235-13-01 Probability from the Middle School and High School Iowa Core  02/25/14 

9678-13-04 Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Re-certification  02/25/14 

19205-13-03 Assistive Technology Consideration and IEP Team AT Resources  02/25/14 

19205-13-04 Assistive Technology Consideration and IEP Team AT Resources  02/25/14 

8007-13-02 Para Certification - Behavioral Strategies  03/01/14 P

19215-13-01 Significant Disabilities Miniseries: Writing Instruction and Supports for Stu-
dents with Significant Disabilities  

03/03/14 

19216-13-01 Cancelled  Designing Effective Instruction  03/05/14 

19232-13-01 Looking for Learning in the Digital Classroom  03/05/14 

19231-13-01 Assessing Growth and Deepening Practice  03/05/14 

6510-13-04 Learning to Drive with Google  03/12/14 

19168-13-02 Developing Essential Understanding of Multiplication and Division  03/13/14 

19217-13-01 Sink or Swim: How to Modify High School Curriculum for Learners with Spe-
cial Needs  

03/13/14 

6511-13-01 How to Automate Your Classroom with Google Apps Scripts  03/13/14 

19238-13-02 Flipped Media Essentials  03/13/14 

19248-13-01 Using Assessment Data to Plan Developmentally Appropriate Interventions 
and Specially Designed Instruction for Young Children  

03/13/14 

4411-13-01 Sumi-e: East Asian Brush Painting  03/22/14 R, D-EDEX

4679-13-01 Creating a Blended Learning Environment  03/26/14 R, D-EDEX

6350-13-03 Free and Easy Screencasting  03/27/14 

6350-13-04 Free and Easy Screencasting  03/28/14 

6512-13-01 Let’s Get Together with Google+ and Google Hangouts  03/28/14 

4610-13-02 Flip Your Classroom  03/31/14 R, D-EDMA, M

19087-13-01 iPad Basics: Essential Skills for Educators  03/31/14 

4646-13-02 Integrating iPads in the Elementary Classroom  04/01/14 R, D-EDEX, PR

19104-13-04 Bookshare: An Introduction for Districts  04/01/14 

19246-13-01 High School Financial Planning Program Educator Workshop  04/01/14 

4612-13-02 Technology Integration Strategies to Enhance Learning  04/02/14 R, D-EDEX, SAR, PR

4274-13-03 Cognitive Strategies for High Functioning Autism & Asperger’s Disorders  04/03/14 R, M, PR

4327-13-01 Unlocking Creativity in Students and Ourselves  04/03/14 R

3058-13-03 Habits of Mind: Preparing Students for Success  04/03/14 R, D-EDEX, SAR

4676-13-01 3-Dimensional Tunnel and Carousel Books  04/05/14 R, D-EDEX

19042-13-04 Practice with PODD  04/07/14 

6511-13-02 How to Automate Your Classroom with Google Apps Scripts  04/07/14 

19097-13-01 Deeper Investigations of the Standards: Iowa Core English Language Arts 
K-5 - Speaking and Listening  

04/08/14 

19236-13-02 Creating Inclusive Environments in Culturally Diverse Classrooms  04/10/14 

19169-13-02 Developing Essential Understanding of Rational Numbers  04/10/14 

9185-13-02 Section 504 Plans  04/14/14 

19243-13-02 Prevent-Teach-Reinforce for Young Children (PTR-YC): The Early Childhood 
Model of Individualized Positive Behavior Support  

04/15/14 CDA

http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/index.html
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/index.html
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29066
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=28720
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=28967
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=28966
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29107
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29245
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29098
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29234
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29235
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29236
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29236
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29228
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29218
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29263
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29165
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=28968
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29068
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29088
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29069
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29070
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29153
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29132
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29281
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29141
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29086
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29255
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29256
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29278
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29209
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29271
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=28902
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=28903
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29264
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=28905
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29282
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=28958
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29071
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29265
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=28897
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=28708
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29248
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29210
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29225
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29072
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29258
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=28718
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29283
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29142
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29266
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29286
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Instructional Media/School Technology

Visit our website www.gwaea.org,  
under Educators click on

Creative Services

Summer hours
7:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  June – August*

*Summer hours are from the middle of  
June through the middle of August.

Regular hours
7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  August – June*   

*Regular hours are from the middle of  
August through the middle of June.

GWAEA Media Center Sixth Street Facility Hours

Grant Wood AEA 
Media Center  
Symbaloo

Bookmark this web resource for 
convenient access to up-to-date 
tools and resources in the Grant 
Wood AEA Media Center: http://
www.symbaloo.com/embed/
gwaeamediacenter 

Professional Materials
GWAEA PROFESSIONAL LIBRARY

Media Center late 
start and snow day 
procedures

In the event of a late start or 
snow day, here are the procedures 
Grant Wood AEA staff will follow re-
garding  the delivery and return of 
materials.

DELIVERIES
• Grant Wood AEA van drivers will 

make every effort to deliver to 
schools that have a late start.

• If they are not able to get in to 
the school and make the delivery 
materials will be returned to the 
Media Center at Grant Wood AEA.

• Materials will be delivered 
on the next van date.

RETuRnS
•  The due back date for any ma-

terials that should have been 
returned but were not due to a 
late start or snow day will be ex-
tended to the next van delivery 
by GWAEA Media Center staff.

•  It is not necessary to call and 
request an extension un-
less more time is needed.

For questions or assistance, 
please contact Customer Service at 
319-399-6754 or 800-642-4107.

The Grant Wood AEA Media 
Center’s Professional Collection is 
available in real time by visiting 
the Google site at https://sites.
google.com/a/gwaea.org/gwaea-
media-center-collection-updates/
professional-collection-udates/
professionalcollectionupdates

For information, contact: 
Deanna Weber
GWAEA Media Specialist
319-399-6454 or 
dweber@gwaea.org

Literacy a Click Away
Looking for resources to support the area of 

literacy with early learners both at school and 
home? The AEA is working to provide qual-
ity databases for students to access 24/7. Be-
low are a few resources you might want share 
with teachers, students and parents. All of the 
databases require a username and password 
that is unique to your district or building. 

BookfLIx (PREk-3): 
An online literacy resource that pairs fiction-

al video storybooks with related nonfiction 
books. Read-aloud feature provides accessibil-
ity to all readers. Vocabulary feature and inter-
active games extend student learning.

TRuEfLIx (3-5): 
TrueFlix leverages the Scholastic True Books 

content to help students hone literacy skills, 
build knowledge of subject-area content and 
cultivate 21st Century skills through the in-
quiry process. All of the True Book titles are 
supported with a deep and diverse reservoir 
of related content and primary sources featur-
ing videos, audio, images, and text.

foLLETTSHELf: 
A virtual bookshelf that provides an online 

environment to search for eBooks which are 
exact copies of the physical book. Other fea-
tures include: Read Aloud, search options, 
highlighting and note taking.     

For support, training or questions contact:
 Kathleen Goslinga 

 GWAEA Media Assistant
 319-399-6582 

 kgoslinga@gwaea.org

https://sites.google.com/a/gwaea.org/gwaea-media-center-collection-updates/professional-collection-udates/professionalcollectionupdates
http://www.symbaloo.com/embed/gwaeamediacenter
http://auth.grolier.com/login/bookflix/login.php?bffs=N
http://tfx.grolier.com/
https://wbb04591.follettshelf.com/quest/servlet/presentquestform.do?site=04591
http://www.gwaea.org/CreativeServices/CreativeServices.html



