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Grant Wood AEA Mission:  
To ensure success for all learners.

Grant Wood AEA Goals: 
1. Increase the academic  
performance of all learners.

2. Increase the percentage of  
students who perform at the  
proficient level. 

3. Increase student acquisition 
and application of 21st century 
skills and knowledge.
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Celeb rating 40  Years!

School Improvement Consultants Build  
LEA Capacity through Teacher Leader Work

Earlier this month, Grant 
Wood AEA held an 
orientation training for our 
recently-awarded Year 1 TLC 
districts. Of the 171 districts 
that applied, 125 were 
chosen for grants: 74 for the 
2015-16 and 51 for 2016-
17 school years. Thirteen 
of these were first year 
recipients from the GWAEA 
service area, a number 
that speaks to the work 
of districts and our school 
improvement teams.

“The districts adopted 
similar, multi-disciplined 
approaches to writing 
the grant application to 
secure the TLC funding,” 
explained GWAEA Regional 
Administrator Bart Mason, 
“but the common thread 
between each effort was the 

contribution by our school 
improvement consultants. 
They were embedded with 
the grant writing effort and 
did a lot of work up front 
with districts to help make 
this happen.”

Last year’s TLC grant 
recipients included Cedar 
Rapids, Linn-Mar and 
Benton Community and has 
expanded to include nearly 
all of the schools in our 
agency’s service area. “It’s a 
great model which allows 
teachers to learn from the 
practices of top colleagues,” 
adds GWAEA Regional 
Administrator Kim Owen.

In the past year, the GWAEA 
staff supporting TLC work 
has had a two-fold focus for 
its districts: 

1. Building the skills of 
the LEA’s teacher leader. 
“What many of the first year 
teacher leaders found,” said 
Owen, “is that it’s much 
different to be a coach to a 
fellow teacher and an adult 
learner compared with a 
student learner. Some of the 
skills are transferrable, but 
it takes some specialized 
training and support that 
we are offering here at 
GWAEA to be successful in 
this new role.”

2. Bringing skills together 
as a team to move efforts 
together in a systemic 
manner. “This is where 
our school improvement 
consultants became even 
more valuable for our 
LEAs,” added Mason. “We 
demonstrated how to 
apply their skills to get the 
outcome they wanted as we 
collectively worked toward 
continuous improvement.”

Now the team that supports 
our TLC districts is looking 
ahead to a very 
different horizon. 
“With a broader 
base of schools 
receiving the 

grant money, we’re looking 
at what we can do at the 
state level through regional 
support and training,” said 
Mason, “and how we can 
incorporate what we’ve 
learned from the first year 
to make this next year even 
better.”

2015-16 TLC recipients

Center Point-Urbana  
Clear Creek-Amana  
College Community  
Iowa City  
Iowa Valley  
Monticello  
North Cedar  
North-Linn  
Solon  
Springville  
Vinton-Shellsburg  
West Branch  
Williamsburg

2016-17 TLC recipients

Alburnett  
Central City  
Highland  
Lisbon  
Lone Tree  
Marion  
Midland  
Mid-Prairie  
Tipton  
Washington

http://www.gwaea.org
http://www.cr.k12.ia.us
http://www.cr.k12.ia.us
http://www.linnmar.k12.ia.us
http://www.benton.k12.ia.us
http://www.cpuschools.org
http://www.cca.k12.ia.us
http://www.prairiepride.org
http://www.iowacityschools.org
http://www.iowa-valley.k12.ia.us
http://www.monticello.k12.ia.us
http://sites.google.com/a/north-cedarstu.org/nccsd/Home
http://www.northlinn.k12.ia.us
http://www.solon.k12.ia.us
http://www.springville.k12.ia.us
http://www.vinton-shellsburg.k12.ia.us
http://www.west-branch.k12.ia.us
http://www.williamsburg.k12.ia.us
http://www.alburnettcsd.org
http://www.central-city.k12.ia.us
http://www.highland.k12.ia.us
http://www.lisbon.k12.ia.us
http://www.lone-tree.k12.ia.us
http://www.marion.k12.ia.us
http://www.midland.k12.ia.us
http://www.mid-prairie.k12.ia.us
http://www.tipton.k12.ia.us
http://www.washington.k12.ia.us
http://www.iowaaea.org
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IASL Book Awards Promote Reading

2015 GRANT WOOD AEA PARENT/STUDENT TRANSITION NIGHT
April 30, 2015, 6:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Registration 5:30 - 6:00 p.m.

Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St. S.W., Cedar Rapids

This workshop will provide valuable information to 
parents and professionals about the transition process 
for middle and high school students who receive special 
education services. 

The evening will feature speakers, breakout sessions, 
and informational booths for parents and professionals 
to learn a wide variety of services in the area of living, 
learning and working.

New this year will be a student/teacher/parent panel,  
“If You Only Knew!”

Visit Grant Wood AEA Professional Development website 
to register for course number 19052-14-01. 

Promoting the joy of reading is a goal of 
the four IASL Book Awards. An initiative 
of the Iowa Association of School 
Librarians, the awards are unique in 
that they give children and teens an 
opportunity to choose the book to 
receive the award and to suggest books 
for the yearly reading list. 

The IASL Book Awards include the 
following: 

• Iowa High School Book 
 Award: Grade 9-12

• Iowa Teen Award: Grades 6-9

• Iowa Children’s Choice Award:  
 Grades 3-6

• Goldfinch Award: Grades K-2

Area teacher-librarians shared the 
 impact the IASL Book Award books 
 have on students. 

Alyssa Calhoun, teacher-librarian 
at Prairie Hill Elementary, College 
Community, states, “We have been 
focusing on having our first and second-
grade students read or listen to the 
books from the Goldfinch list. I read 

aloud one of the books and 
then we focus on one of 
the reading strategies the 
students are working on in 
their classrooms.”

Deanne Thiede, teacher-librarian at 
Prairie High School, College Community, 
promotes the Iowa High School Book 
Award books through their high 
school newspaper, which includes a 
book review in each publication. “We 
publicize one each week on our rolling 
announcement TV’s along with the lunch 
menu, today’s activities, etc.,” Thiede 
continued.

Chelsea Sims, teacher-librarian at Hills 
Elementary and Southeast Junior High, 
Iowa City Community Schools, promotes 
the Iowa Children’s Choice Award books 
using a “book mobile,” a book cart 
covered in paper to look like a bus. “We 
take this out with a laptop and barcode 
scanner during school parties or to the 
main entrance before a weekend or 
holiday break. Students are able to check 
the books out right there in the hall,” 
Sims said.

Kathy Kaldenberg from Solon 
Community schools, shares the 
love of Iowa Teen Award books 
in her blog spot. “Our ITA readers 
connected virtually with three 

other schools in March 2014: George 
Washington Middle School in Dubuque, 
Northview Middle School in Ankeny and 
Edgewood-Colesburg Middle School.”

The Grant Wood AEA Media Center has 
the Iowa High School, Iowa Teen Award, 
Iowa Children’s Choice Award, and 
Goldfinch Award books available in the 
boxed book collection. Select titles from 
the Iowa Award books are also available 
in audio and eBook formats. 

The 2015-2016 IASL Book Award titles 
will be available for check out this spring. 
Make sure to check out our Grant Wood 
AEA Media Center Catalog for Iowa Book 
Award selections.

For ordering information and to 
download 11” x 17” posters, go to the 
Iowa Educators Consortium website at 
http://www.iec-ia.org/vendor_partners/
iasl-book-awards-2015-16/

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and services, and does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, 
creed, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child has been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please contact 
the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

Goal
Empower and engage 
students, families, educators, 
and stakeholders of students 
with disabilities in their 
journey to adulthood.

Focus
Provide participants with 
information on the transition 
process for students ages 
14-21 in the areas of living, 
learning, and working.

Format
Small group information 
sessions and booths with 
local service providers for 
students with disabilities.

P A R E N T / S T U D E N T  T R A N S I T I O N  N I G H T

The registration number is 19052-14-01. Registration is  
recommended but not required.

For additional information contact:  
Susan Groff-VanArendonk, Ed.S.
Transition Consultant 
GWAEA Special Education Consultant
319-358-6278 or  
sgroff-vanarendonk@gwaea.org

Your Child’s Future... 
the Possibilities are Endless

April 30, 2015 • 6:00-8:30 p.m. • Registration 5:30-6:00 p.m.
Grant Wood AEA § 4401 Sixth St. S.W. Cedar Rapids, Iowa

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

For additional information, contact Susan Groff-VanArendonk, 
GWAEA Transition Consultant and Special Education Consultant,  
319-358-6278 or sgroff-vanarendonk@gwaea.org.

http://www.iasl-ia.org
https://sites.google.com/site/iowabookawards/iowa-high-school-book-award
http://www.iasl-ia.org/p/iowa-teen-award.html
https://sites.google.com/site/iowabookawards/icca
https://sites.google.com/site/iowabookawards/goldfinch-award
http://www.prairiepride.org
http://www.prairiepride.org
http://www.iowacityschools.org
http://www.solon.k12.ia.us
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/media/mtindex.html
http://www.iec-ia.org/vendor_partners/iasl-book-awards-2015-16/
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/index.html
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=29819
http://www.gwaea.org/divlearn/transition/transition_night.html
mailto:sgroff-vanarendonk@gwaea.org
mailto:sgroff-vanarendonk@gwaea.org
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Building Bridges: Eastern Iowa Assistive Technology Conference

Phyllis Yager Memorial Education Award applications due March 6

Tuesday, April 21, 2015 
8 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   
Iowa Memorial Union 
University of Iowa  
25 North Madison Street, Iowa City   

Keynote Speaker: Jim Stachowiak, 
Coordinator for Integrated Michigan’s 
Mathematics Initiative and Michigan’s 
Integrated Technology Support, 

Michigan Department of Education, 
Office of Special Education

The “Building Bridges: Eastern Iowa 
Assistive Technology Conference” is 
in its fourth year and will provide an 
opportunity to see first hand the latest 
in assistive technologies (AT), practices, 
and services for school-age students 
with disabilities. 

This AT conference serves as a unique 
opportunity for area professionals, 
parents, administrators and service 
providers to exchange and gather 
information on the current status and 
consideration of assistive technology 
tools. 

The sessions presented at the Building 
Bridges: Eastern Iowa Assistive 
Technology Conference are divided into 
five main tracks, which include:   

• Physical Accessibility    
• Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication    
• AT & Mobile Devices    
• Universal Design for Learning/
Accessible Instructional Materials/MTSS   
• AT & Transition    

New this year will be the addition of 
optional 1/2-day learning blocks on 
specific topics called “Deeper Water 
Learning Sessions..”

 These sessions will discuss relevant 
AT topics in more depth for those at 
the intermediate or advance levels of 
AT implementation. Participants are 
encouraged to attend a single track or 
a wide variety of tracks depending on 
your conference objectives. Lunch and 
parking is provided with registration.   

For more information, visit the Building 
Bridges Conference website or contact 
Julie Freed, GWAEA speech-language 
pathologist.

The Phyllis A. Yager Memorial 
Commitment to Diversity Award 
recognizes educators who go above 
and beyond the required curriculum to 
increase diversity awareness. 

Recipients receive a stipend to further 
diversity initiatives or professional 
development, and are asked to make a 
presentation to The University of Iowa 
College of Education community during 

the College of Education Diversity 
Committee’s annual Beyond Tolerance 
Diversity Conference on April 10, 2015.

Phyllis Yager devoted her career to 
advocating multicultural opportunities 
and gender-affirming activities through 
her work as a teacher in the Iowa City 
School District and later as a consultant 
with Grant Wood Area Education 
Agency.

The grant application and further 
description of award amounts can 
be found through The University of 
Iowa College of Education Diversity 
Committee website at http://www.
education.uiowa.edu/committees/
diversity-committee

The application deadline is March 6, 
2015.

Keynote Speaker: Dave Edyburn, Ph.D.
Professor, Dept. of Exceptional Education,  
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Milwaukee, WI

Registration Now Open
The GWAEA Assistive Technology Team 

and the Iowa Center for Assistive Technology 
Education and Research presents…

Building Bridges Conference Website
www.tinyurl.com/atbuildingbridges

Eastern Iowa Assistive Technology Conference • April 21, 2015

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational 
programs and services, and does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, reli-
gion, creed, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise 
prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child has been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please 
contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood 
AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

The GWAEA Assistive Technology Team and the Iowa Center for Assistive Technology Education 
and Research presents… Building Bridges: Eastern Iowa Assistive Technology Conference

mailto:jfreed@gwaea.org
https://sites.google.com/a/gwaea.org/building-bridges/
https://sites.google.com/a/gwaea.org/building-bridges/
http://www.education.uiowa.edu/committees/diversity-committee


Jan./Feb. 2015  •  Grant Wood AEA  •  page 4  

contact us  |  www.gwaea.org

Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment

Governor’s STEM Advisory 
Council now accepting 
grant applications from 
teachers 2015-2016 
applications due March 9
The Iowa Governor’s Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Scale-
Up initiative now offers 14 programs that range 
from building robots and wind turbines to virtual 
reality, agricultural science, STEM career awareness 
and more. The new additions to last year’s menu 
of 10 exemplary options for teachers will expand 
the elementary mathematics, engineering and 
computer science offerings.

In the last three years, several thousand educators 
have implemented Scale-Up programs, including 
PreK-12 teachers, homeschoolers, after-school 
club leaders, Extension and 4-H professionals, 
daycare providers and church group sponsors. 
Almost all of Iowa’s 348 school districts take part, 
reaching more than 100,000 
youth each year. Results from the 
2013-2014 Iowa STEM evaluation 
report show nearly 90 percent of 
students who participated in a 
Scale-Up program reported higher 
interest in at least one STEM 
subject or career with nearly 75 
percent of past Scale-Up teachers 
continuing their program after the 
STEM Council’s financial support 
ends.

Grant Wood AEA’s Van Allen 
Science Teaching Center (VAST) 
has been selected to provide 
Engineering is Elementary (EiE) 
curriculum and materials to K-6 
teachers through Iowa’s Scale-
Up grant program. Engineering 
is Elementary (EiE) is a research-
based, standards-driven, and 
classroom-tested curriculum 
that integrates engineering and 
technology concepts and skills 
with elementary science topics.

The application window for 2015-2016 will close on Monday, March 9. Recipients will be announced at the end of March. Visit 
iowastem.gov for information. For information about Engineering is Elementary, contact Christopher Soldat, GWAEA curriculum 
consultant, csoldat@gwaea.org.

for program information:   
www.drake.edu/edl  e thomas.buckmiller@drake.edu  t 515-271-4989

Drake’s Master of Science in Education Leadership 
(Pre-k–12 School Principal Licensure) is known and respected by hiring  
school leaders across Iowa. The two-year graduate degree program  
is designed for professionals aspiring to take on a variety of leadership  
roles. Cohorts are forming now at Grant Wood AEA!

Highlights of the program include: 

• Experienced faculty who have been successful school principals

• Face-to-face weekend courses—only three weekends per course

• Practice-based learning you can apply on the job from day one 

Visit www.drake.edu/edl for more information.

Aspire. Achieve. Advance.
Become a leader in your district.

Participants will:
 Learn about research-based reading interventions for students 
 with persistent reading difficulties.
 Learn about the assessment components (screening, diagnostic, 
 and progress monitoring) of the intervention programs.
 Learn about the target for each intervention program and how 
 that may address specific student needs based on diagnostic data.
 Interact with professionals from the Iowa Department of 
 Education, Grant Wood AEA, and publishing companies to learn 
 about how these tools have been piloted and used in action 
 research projects.

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and services, and 
does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital 
status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child has been discriminated against or treated 
unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488 or TDD 319-399-6766, Grant 
Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

Target Audience: 
 Pre-K, Elementary, 
 Middle and High, 
 School Teachers
 Consultants
 Psychologists
 Administrators
 Reading Support 
 Special Education 
 Teachers

LiteracyIntervention Fair
May 11, 2015

Presentations from
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

and Fair from
8:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

Grant Wood AEA Conference Center
4401 Sixth Street SW

Cedar Rapids, IA

Please plan to come at your 
convenience. For special areas of interest, 

please contact Deanna Thursby at 
dbthursby@gmail.com for information 

about presentation time.

Registation Information:
GWAEA Professional Development Office
319-399-6771 or 800-798-9771, ext. 6771 
gwaeapd@gwaea.org

Vendor Displays &
Presentations
 95% Group 
 Curriculum Associates
 Grant Wood AEA General Education  
 Literacy Team
 Grant Wood AEA Special Education  
 Literacy Team
 Lexia
 McGraw Hill
 Pearson
 Really Great Reading 
 University of Iowa
 Voyager-Sopris

Registration:
https://www.gwaea.org/apps/profdev/user/signon.cfm
Pre-Registration Deadline: May 4, 2015
Course #: 19008-14-01

Additional Information:
Visit www.gwaea.org/literacyfair/indx.html 
for additional information on vendors and 
vendor presentations.

mailto:csoldat@gwaea.org
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/vastscience/curriculumnew.html
http://www.gwaea.org/literacyfair/indx.html
http://www.drake.edu/edl
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Education Leadership Program

   
  

M.A.  l  Principal Licensure  l  Ph.D.   
Ed.S.  l  Superintendent Endorsement
Master’s enrollment deadline:  
April 30 for summer semester; July 1 for fall semester

Learn from 
current leaders

Paraeducator Certification in Iowa
Grant Wood AEA offers courses to meet the paraeducator 
competencies for paraeducator certification. The classes are 
offered as a combination of time in class with an instructor 
and online learning at your convenience. The course 
requirements include reading, reflections, short assignments, 
and evaluation (through a variety of methods) to determine if 
you have mastered the required content.

Courses are available for registration up until two weeks prior 
to the course start date. A minimum of 15 participants are 
required to offer a class. We offer course sessions throughout 
the school year and during the summer. 

Participants highly value this opportunity to learn the course 
specific content and work with other paraeducators. Course 
evaluation comments such as:

“I feel like I learned so much.” 

“Great class and awesome instructor.”  

“I learned a great deal of valuable info in this class. It will 
definitely help me become a better para.” 

The Paraeducator certification process is completed through 
the Board of Educational Examiners (BOEE). The certificate is 
valid for five years and can be renewed by completing three 
license renewal courses offered through the AEA, college 
credit courses equal to three credits or by completing an approved paraeducator area of concentration course  
(such as Early Childhood, Special Needs, English Language Learners, Visual Impairment) offered through Kirkwood 
Community College.

Please contact the Grant Wood AEA Professional Development office for questions, 319-399-6771.

A GRANT WOOD AEA IN IT IAT IVE S INCE 1987

for

Two different session dates: 
June 15-26 or July 6-17, 2015 

8:30-11:50 a.m.  
Monday through Friday 

Coe College

Furthering 
education.
Inspiring 
minds.

For more information 
or to register online:

www.gwaea.org/collegeforkids  
319-399-6775

For more information 
or to register online:
www.gwaea.org/collegeforkids  
319-399-6775

A GRANT WOOD AEA IN IT IAT IVE S INCE 1987

for
Furthering education.
Inspiring minds.

Summer enrichment classes offer:

Summer enrichment classes offer:

• Challenging curriculum
• Hands-on learning
• Small class sizes

• Challenging curriculum

• Hands-on learning

• Small class sizes

Two different session dates: 
June 15-26 or July 6-17, 2015 
8:30-11:50 a.m.  
Monday through Friday 
Coe College

REGISTRATION BEGINS MARCH 1ST

http://kebecca.com
http://www.gwaea.org/collegeforkids/
http://www.education.uiowa.edu
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/paracertification.html
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/index.html
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Complete course informa-
tion including course and 
workshop descriptions, fees, 
and payment/refund policies 
can be accessed on our web 
site www.gwaea.org.

Courses may be cancelled if 
minimum enrollments are not 
met. Register early to avoid 
class closings or cancellations.

Contacts
Sherry Sines  
Professional Development Coordinator
319-399-6517 • 1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6517
ssines@gwaea.org

Tammy Carolan 
Secretary/Registrar
319-399-6771 • 1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6771
tcarolan@gwaea.org

CR
ED

IT 
TY

PE
S R ..................Renewal

D-EDEX .....Drake Graduate Credit- 
Educational Extension

D-EDMA ..Drake Graduate Credit- 
Educational Masters

M ................Morningside Graduate Credit
P ..................Paraeducator Certification
SA ...............Substitute Authorization
SAR ............Substitute Authorization Renewal 
PR ...............Paraeducator Certification Renewal 
CDA .........Child Development Associate

Grant Wood AEA Professional Development Courses

 Number Title Begin Credit

Paraeducators
Paraeducators, in partnership with licensed  

educators, provide a key role in supporting and  
enhancing the education of children.

Become a certified  
paraeducator through 

Grant Wood AEA
Completing Paraeducator Certification 
through Grant Wood AEA provides you 
with opportunities to learn instructional 
strategies, professional skills and behavior 
management tools from experienced 
instructors and through collaborative 
learning with other paraeducators.

Classes are offered year round. For more 
information, contact GWAEA Professional 
Development at 319-399-6767 or  
www.gwaea.org and click on Professional 
Development.

19275-14-02 Brain Function in the School Setting and Effective Classroom Strategies  02/24/15 

9678-14-04 Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Re-certification  02/25/15 

19288-14-01 Leading Innovative Change  03/04/15 

19281-14-01 Significant Disabilities Webinar Miniseries: Calendar Use  03/05/15 

19285-14-02 AEA 10 School Counselors' Network  03/06/15 

19297-14-01 Fostering Social Understanding and Use of Social Skills in Elementary-
Age Children with Moderate to Mild Autism and Other Social Cognitive 
Challenges  

03/12/15 

6350-14-02 Free and Easy Screencasting  03/13/15 

19017-14-04 EdInsight Training  03/18/15 

4274-14-02 Cognitive Strategies for High Functioning Autism  
& Asperger's Disorders  

03/31/15 R, M, PR

4612-14-02 Technology Integration Strategies to Enhance Learning  04/01/15 R, D-EDEX, PR, 
SAR

4610-14-02 Flip Your Classroom  04/02/15 R, D-EDMA, M

19276-14-01 Significant Disabilities Webinar Miniseries: Symbaloo Resources  04/02/15 

9678-14-05 Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Re-certification - Autism  04/06/15 

19312-14-02 Collecting Behavioral Data: Progress Monitoring and Goal-Writing  04/10/15 

4685-14-02 Integration Strategies for Your Classroom Using Google Apps  04/20/15 R, D-EDMA, M, PR, 
SAR

19018-14-01 Building Bridges: Eastern Iowa Assistive Technology Conference  04/21/15 

19006-14-02 Designing and Presenting Professional Development for Teachers  04/28/15 

9678-14-06 Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Re-certification  04/28/15 

19052-14-01 Your Child's Future... The Possibilities are Endless  04/30/15 

9303-14-04 Crisis Prevention Intervention Certification  05/04/15 

19283-14-01 Significant Disabilities Webinar Miniseries: Teacher Showcase  05/07/15 

4681-14-02 Youtube in the Classroom  05/08/15 R, D-EDEX

19017-14-05 EdInsight Training  05/21/15 

0839-14-01 Teacher @ Work - 2015  05/28/15 R

4618-14-02 iPads in the Preschool Classroom  06/02/15 R, PR, CDA

4678-14-02 Making Movies in an iPad Classroom  06/05/15 R

19017-14-06 EdInsight Training  06/09/15 

3604-14-02 Evaluator Approval Level III: Assessing Academic Rigor  06/11/15 R, D-EDEX

4749-14-01 Developing Art Instruction: Artistic Journal-Making  06/15/15 R, D-EDEX

4648-14-02 Planning and Implementing Engaging Preschool Interest Areas  06/15/15 R, D-EDEX, PR, 
CDA

4065-14-01 Overview and Strategies for Exceptional Learners  06/15/15 R, PR, SAR

19327-14-01 School Leadership Development  06/16/15 

4750-14-01 Building Literacy in Social Studies Year 1  06/16/15 R, D-EDEX

0942-14-01 Art Studio: Landscape in Pastel  06/22/15 R, D-EDEX

0133-14-01 Human Relations Training (K-12, PS)  06/22/15 R

4686-14-01 Project Approach and Inquiry Based Learning  06/24/15 R, CDA

4751-14-01 Developing Art Instruction: Rock Paper, Willow Mixed Media Wall 
Sculpture  

06/29/15 R, D-EDEX

4629-15-01 Developing Essential Understandings Elementary Part 1  07/21/15 R

4555-15-01 Instructional Strategies for K-8 Math Teachers  07/28/15 R

4752-15-01 Developing Essential Understandings Elementary Part 2  08/04/15 R

19330-15-01 Participating in a Collaborative PLC 09/04/15

http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/index.html
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/paracertification.html
mailto:ssines@gwaea.org
mailto:tcarolan@gwaea.org
http://www.gwaea.org
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Learning with Grant Wood 
AEA’s Online Resources
Area students and teachers are expanding their 
learning using TrueFlix, one of Grant Wood 
AEA’s Online Resources at gwaea.org/media/
onlineResources.html.

TrueFlix (grades 3-5) leverages the 
Scholastic True Books content to 
help students hone literacy skills, 
build knowledge of subject-area 
content and cultivate 21st Century 
skills through the inquiry process. 

All of the True Book titles are supported with a deep 
and diverse reservoir of related content and primary 
sources featuring videos, audio, images, and text.

“As a fifth-grade teacher, I have absolutely loved 
using TrueFlix for our Native American research,” 
said Bobbie Janssen, Echo Hill Elementary, Linn-Mar 
School District. 

“We have used it to find factual, up to date, and 
accurate information during our final project for our 
Native American unit,” she said. “Students enjoyed 
using this database because it was an online 
resource, and showed them information in a new 
and exciting way.

Janssen continued, “I also loved being able to 
access the information because it is something we 
study directly in social studies. It is not easy to find 
accurate, up to date, and on grade level material for 
fifth-graders to use to study Native Americans, so 
TrueFlix was where it was at for us.”

Katie Merulla, teacher-librarian at Echo Hill 
Elementary, agreed. “TrueFlix provides additional 
support in about 2/3 of the social studies curriculum. 
Students are excited to use the resources,” she said. 

Merulla explained that the fifth-graders use TrueFlix 
for units on Native Americans and the 13 Colonies. 
“The fourth-grade studies different regions of the 
United States,” she continued. “Students in third 
grade use TrueFlix as an extension for different 
ability groups, while the second-grade students 
utilize the extreme weather unit.”

For information about TrueFlix or any of Grant Wood 
AEA’s Online Resources, contact your building’s 
teacher-librarian or Kathleen Goslinga at Grant 
Wood AEA, kgoslinga@gwaea.org.

Redesign meets Student Needs  
at Echo Hill Elementary 

A media center redesign was recently 
completed at Linn-Mar’s Echo Hill 
Elementary. Katie Merulla teacher 
librarian at Echo Hill Elementary, 
explained that the redesign was 
driven with student needs in mind.

“When I started in the library, I saw 
the amazing amount of space that 
we had and I knew I wanted it to be a 
space for students to want to come to, 

be able to read and relax, and to also find books most efficiently,” 
Merulla explained. “I spent a year 
planning how I wanted the space 
to look. At the end of the year, we 
moved the shelves and the books 
in the library to help make the 
most sense for the space.” 

“Fundraising began the first year 
and throughout the next two 
years,” she continued. “Each time 
that we had a Scholastic Book 
Fair, I would save some of the 
money in cash and use some of 
the money for books. I began getting quotes from different library 
furniture stores at the end of the second year. It was a big process 
to decide what would work best in the space.” 

Seating in the library was increased with the addition of movable 
cubes placed at the end of the bookshelves. “We wanted to select 
something that was colorful and fun to look at, but also kid friendly 
and easy to clean,” she continued. “We also wanted lots of spaces 
for students to sit. We came up with the idea of putting cubes at 
the end of the shelves to have more spaces for students to sit that 
were also mobile.”

Merulla shared that the new library design has resulted in teachers 
sending students on a regular basis to the library. “Teachers see it 
as a go to place for a quiet area for students to read,” Merulla said. 
“Students enjoy having a quiet spot to read, and this is a space 
where students want to go to the library.”

For more information, contact Katie Merulla, Echo Hill teacher- 
librarian, at kmerulla@linnmar.k12.

Summer hours
7:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. June – August*

*Summer hours are from the middle of  
June through the middle of August.

Regular hours
7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. August – June* 

*Regular hours are from the middle of  
August through the middle of June.

GWAEA Media Center Sixth Street Facility Hours

mailto:kgoslinga@gwaea.org
mailto:kmerulla@linnmar.k12.ia.us
http://www.gwaea.org/media/onlineResources.html
http://www.linnmar.k12.ia.us
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New in the GWAEA Media Center’s  
Professional Collection
Take a look at the following titles on 
the Media Center Symbaloo: Autism 
Spectrum Disorders, School Counseling, 
Science, Special Education, Professional 
Development, Literacy, Leadership, and Motivation.

Visit the Grant Wood AEA Media Center Symbaloo at  
www.symbaloo.com/mix/gwaeamediacenter.

Save the date for the upcoming  
Young Writers’ Conference on May 7, 2015
A celebration of student writing for 4th and 5th grade students

Thursday, May 7, 2015 
9 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Location: Coe College Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
(Limited to 180 students) 
Guest Author: Sarah Prineas 
Author of “The Magic Thief Series,” the “Winterling Series,” and 
the soon-to-be-released, “Ash & Bramble.” 

Grant Wood AEA is pleased to offer the Young Writers’ 
Conference for 4th and 5th grade students! Accompanied by a 
teacher from their school, students will attend an author session, 
a workshop session, and a sharing session where students will 
share samples of their own writing. Concurrent learning sessions 
also available for teachers during the conference. Visit the 
GWAEA Young Writers’ Conference for registration.

Iowa Reading Research Center 

The Iowa Reading Research 
Center’s website at http://www.
iowareadingresearch.org/ is a one-stop 
shop for all things literacy.

The resources tab has a multitude of resources for 
families and educators. The site includes filter options 
that allow you to drill down by subject, age, and type of 
resource making it an efficient and user-friendly tool for 
all who utilize it. The many resources that are available 
on the resources tab go through a rigorous screening 
process for inclusion on the website. 

Support for MTSS/RTI and Early Warning System are 
included on the IRRC website. The Iowa Reading Research 
Center utilizes current research for the development 
and dissemination of best practices around literacy 
instruction so that all children in Iowa will achieve 
proficiency. Informative practice guides help parents, 
administrators, and educators with support materials 
outside of the classroom.

If you are a MTSS school and need additional support 
materials, the IRRC is an excellent resource to gain access 
to those resources. Visit http://www.iowareadingresearch.
org/ to learn more.

IRRC Tool Kit for Elementary Teacher-Librarians 
In the coming weeks, elementary teacher-librarians will 
be receiving a tool kit from the Iowa Reading Research 
Center. This tool kit will include information about the 
IRRC and how the IRRC can help support students, 
families, and the community. Look for the tool kit 
delivered with your school’s van delivery.

IASL Book Awards - 37 years! 
by Jerry Cochrane 
IEC Coordinator 

During the 1979-1980 school year, the Iowa Educational Media 
Association, IEMA, kicked off the first year of the Iowa Children’s 
Choice Award. “How to Eat Fried Worms” by Thomas Rockwell 
was the winning book. Thirty-seven years later it is going 
stronger than ever!

IEMA has changed to the Iowa Association of School Librarians, 
IASL. The Iowa Children’s Choice Award (grades 3-6) has been 
joined by the Iowa Teen Award (grades 6-9), the Iowa High 
School Book Award (9-12) and the 
Goldfinch Award (grades K-2).

The Iowa Educators Consortium has 
facilitated a statewide book buy since 
2003. Sales for 2003 totaled to 12,346 
books. Sales for 2014 totaled 34,267 
books. Since 2003 Iowa schools have purchased 317,210 books 
at a cost of $3,031,231. Saving generated by the IEC sponsoring 
a statewide bid is estimated at $1,036,685.

Orders for the 2015-2016 Book Awards are in progress. 
Complete ordering information can be found at http://www.
iec-ia.org/vendor_partners/iasl-book-awards-2015-16/

Supporting Literacy in our Schools

http://www.iowareadingresearch.org
http://www.iowareadingresearch.org
http://www.symbaloo.com/mix/gwaeamediacenter
http://www.iec-ia.org/vendor_partners/iasl-book-awards-2015-16/
http://www.iec-ia.org
mailto:jcochrane@iec-ia.org
http://www.gwaea.org/curr/ywc/conference.html
http://www.gwaea.org/curr/ywc/conference.html



