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Grant Wood AEA Mission:  
To ensure success for all learners.

Grant Wood AEA Goals: 
1. Increase the academic  
performance of all learners.

2. Increase the percentage of  
students who perform at the  
proficient level. 

3. Increase student acquisition 
and application of 21st century 
skills and knowledge.

Kris Donnelly, 
Grant Wood AEA 
Programs and 
Services  
Administrator
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Celeb rating 40  Years!

Support for Teachers When FAST/TIER Assessments  
Show Substantially Deficient Students

The focus of the Grant Wood 
AEA General Education 
(GEL) and Special Education 
Literacy (SPEL) teams has 
been steadfast on working 
to eliminate achievement 
gaps in literacy. As the past 
two years have ushered in a 
new approach and new tools 
for measuring achievement, 
the AEA also has adjusted its 
support to help teachers in 
reaching this goal.   

“Teachers are well aware 
that the largest, most 
recent change in literacy 
assessment has been the 
adoption of FAST,” said 
Programs and Services 
Administrator Kris Donnelly. 
“FAST is really in its infancy 
as an assessment tool, but it 
shows great opportunity for 

our educators to make sure 
that classroom instruction 
meets the needs of all 
students so 
they have the 
potential to 
read on grade 
level.”

Donnelly is 
referencing 
the Formative 
Assessment 
System for 
Teachers (FAST), a suite 
of assessment progress 
monitoring tools designed 
to help educators screen, 
monitor progress, and 
analyze reading skills of 
students from kindergarten 
to fifth grade. Iowa recently 
adopted the FAST literacy 
assessments to assist 

districts in meeting the 
requirements of the Early 
Literacy Initiative as part of 
Iowa Code Section 279.68. 

With the introduction of 
FAST and Early Literacy 
Implementation (ELI) comes 
an aligned focus on literacy 
by our Special Education 
and General Education 
Literacy teams at GWAEA. 
“Students with the most 
difficulty reading need 
aligned instruction that’s 
focused on high leverage 
skills,” said Donnelly. “Our 
general education and 
special education teams 
are working together to 
help teachers and 
students: not to 
overlap services, 
but instead 

to ensure our services 
are provided through a 
coherent, cohesive model 
regardless if the students 
have a special ed or gen ed 
teacher. We’re developing 
a common language and a 
common framework to help 
close achievement gaps.”

Additionally, the AEA’s 
GEL and SPEL teams 
have a set of intervention 
materials to help prepare 
teachers to interpret and 
respond accordingly to the 
FAST assessment results. 
Beginning this quarter, 
teachers will have access to 
professional development 
designed to help students 
who are identified as 
substantially deficient after 
their second round of FAST 
testing.

“Every action is still focused 
on developing early literacy 
skills and supporting third 
grade reading proficiency,” 
said Donnelly. “The yardstick 
we’re using measure to 
success might change along 
the way, but in the end 
we’re working together to 
create effective instructional 
support for area educators 
and students alike.”

mailto:kdonnelly@gwaea.org
http://www.gwaea.org
http://www.iowaaea.org
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Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and services, and does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, 
creed, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child has been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please contact 
the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

Goal
Empower and engage 
students, families, educators, 
and stakeholders of students 
with disabilities in their 
journey to adulthood.

Focus
Provide participants with 
information on the transition 
process for students ages 
14-21 in the areas of living, 
learning, and working.

Format
Small group information 
sessions and booths with 
local service providers for 
students with disabilities.

P A R E N T / S T U D E N T  T R A N S I T I O N  N I G H T

The registration number is 19052-14-01. Registration is  
recommended but not required.

For additional information contact:  
Susan Groff-VanArendonk, Ed.S.
Transition Consultant 
GWAEA Special Education Consultant
319-358-6278 or  
sgroff-vanarendonk@gwaea.org

Your Child’s Future... 
the Possibilities are Endless

April 30, 2015 • 6:00-8:30 p.m. • Registration 5:30-6:00 p.m.
Grant Wood AEA § 4401 Sixth St. S.W. Cedar Rapids, Iowa

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Keynote Speaker: Dave Edyburn, Ph.D.
Professor, Dept. of Exceptional Education,  
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Milwaukee, WI

Registration Now Open
The GWAEA Assistive Technology Team 

and the Iowa Center for Assistive Technology 
Education and Research presents…

Building Bridges Conference Website
www.tinyurl.com/atbuildingbridges

Eastern Iowa Assistive Technology Conference • April 21, 2015

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational 
programs and services, and does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, reli-
gion, creed, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise 
prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child has been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please 
contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood 
AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

   
  

Education Leadership Program

M.A.  l  Principal Licensure  l  Ph.D.   
Ed.S.  l  Superintendent Endorsement
Master’s enrollment deadline:  
April 30 for summer semester; July 1 for fall semester

10:1
Student to faculty ratio

Participants will:
 Learn about research-based reading interventions for students 
 with persistent reading difficulties.
 Learn about the assessment components (screening, diagnostic, 
 and progress monitoring) of the intervention programs.
 Learn about the target for each intervention program and how 
 that may address specific student needs based on diagnostic data.
 Interact with professionals from the Iowa Department of 
 Education, Grant Wood AEA, and publishing companies to learn 
 about how these tools have been piloted and used in action 
 research projects.

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and services, and 
does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital 
status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child has been discriminated against or treated 
unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488 or TDD 319-399-6766, Grant 
Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

Target Audience: 
 Pre-K, Elementary, 
 Middle and High, 
 School Teachers
 Consultants
 Psychologists
 Administrators
 Reading Support 
 Special Education 
 Teachers

LiteracyIntervention Fair
May 11, 2015

Presentations from
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

and Fair from
8:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

Grant Wood AEA Conference Center
4401 Sixth Street SW

Cedar Rapids, IA

Please plan to come at your 
convenience. For special areas of interest, 

please contact Deanna Thursby at 
dbthursby@gmail.com for information 

about presentation time.

Registation Information:
GWAEA Professional Development Office
319-399-6771 or 800-798-9771, ext. 6771 
gwaeapd@gwaea.org

Vendor Displays &
Presentations
 95% Group 
 Curriculum Associates
 Grant Wood AEA General Education  
 Literacy Team
 Grant Wood AEA Special Education  
 Literacy Team
 Lexia
 McGraw Hill
 Pearson
 Really Great Reading 
 University of Iowa
 Voyager-Sopris

Registration:
https://www.gwaea.org/apps/profdev/user/signon.cfm
Pre-Registration Deadline: May 4, 2015
Course #: 19008-14-01

Additional Information:
Visit www.gwaea.org/literacyfair/indx.html 
for additional information on vendors and 
vendor presentations.

Follow Grant Wood AEA 
on Twitter

@GrantWoodAEA

for program information:  
e trent.grundmeyer@drake.edu  t 515-271-3719

Aspire. Achieve. Advance.
The degree you need for the career you want.

Drake’s Specialist in Education with 
Superintendent Licensure
With a new Cedar Rapids cohort forming in Fall 2015, there’s  
no better time to take the next step in your career by pursuing 
your Specialist in Education with Superintendent Licensure.  
Drake’s program is highly respected throughout the state: 
About one-third of superintendents in Iowa are Drake graduates.

Program highlights include: 
• Experienced faculty and mentors
• Cohort-style courses that promote collaboration
• Simulations that prepare you for real-life scenarios as a school leader
• Face-to-face weekend courses for convenience and maximum learning 

Visit www.drake.edu/sedl/superintendent for more information.

https://sites.google.com/a/gwaea.org/building-bridges/
http://www.education.uiowa.edu
https://twitter.com/GrantWoodAEA
http://www.gwaea.org/literacyfair/indx.html
http://www.gwaea.org/divlearn/transition/transition_night.html
http://www.drake.edu/sedl/superintendent
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Complete course informa-
tion including course and 
workshop descriptions, fees, 
and payment/refund policies 
can be accessed on our web 
site www.gwaea.org.

Courses may be cancelled if 
minimum enrollments are not 
met. Register early to avoid 
class closings or cancellations.

Contacts
Tammy Carolan 
Secretary/Registrar
319-399-6771 • 1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6771
tcarolan@gwaea.org

Lisa Hastings-Wells
Secretary/Registrar
319-399-6767 • 1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6767
lhastings-wells@gwaea.org

Sherry Sines  
Professional Development Coordinator
319-399-6517 • 1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6517
ssines@gwaea.org

CR
ED

IT 
TY

PE
S R ..................Renewal

D-EDEX .....Drake Graduate Credit- 
Educational Extension

D-EDMA ..Drake Graduate Credit- 
Educational Masters

M ................Morningside Graduate Credit
P ..................Paraeducator Certification
SA ...............Substitute Authorization
SAR ............Substitute Authorization Renewal 
PR ...............Paraeducator Certification Renewal 
CDA .........Child Development Associate

Grant Wood AEA Professional Development Courses

 Number Title Begin Credit

Paraeducators
Paraeducators, in partnership with licensed  

educators, provide a key role in supporting and  
enhancing the education of children.

Become a certified  
paraeducator through 

Grant Wood AEA
Completing Paraeducator Certification 
through Grant Wood AEA provides you 
with opportunities to learn instructional 
strategies, professional skills and behavior 
management tools from experienced 
instructors and through collaborative 
learning with other paraeducators.

Classes are offered year round. For more 
information, contact GWAEA Professional 
Development at 319-399-6767 or  
www.gwaea.org and click on Professional 
Development.

19276-14-01 Significant Disabilities Webinar Miniseries: Symbaloo Resources  04/02/15 

3058-14-03 Habits of Mind: Preparing Students for Success  04/02/15 R, D-EDEX, SAR

19333-14-01 EER Case Study for Veteran Staff  04/02/15 

4746-14-01 Infant and Toddler Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports  04/03/15 R, PR, CDA

9678-14-05 Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Re-certification - Autism  04/06/15 

19312-14-02 Collecting Behavioral Data: Progress Monitoring and Goal-Writing  04/10/15 

4343-14-04 Understanding and Supporting Grieving Children and Teens  04/11/15 R, PR

4745-14-01 Exploring Relief Printmaking  04/11/15 R, D-EDEX

4646-14-02 Integrating iPads in the Elementary Classroom  04/16/15 R, D-EDEX, PR

3238-14-03 Trait Based Writing (K-12)  04/17/15 R, D-EDMA, M, PR

8012-14-01 Paraeducator Generalist Certification - Effective Behavioral Strategies  04/20/15 P

19018-14-01 Building Bridges: Eastern Iowa Assistive Technology Conference  04/21/15 

19285-14-04 AEA 10 School Counselors' Network  04/27/15 

9678-14-06 Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Re-certification  04/28/15 

19006-14-02 Designing and Presenting Professional Development for Teachers  04/28/15 

19052-14-01 Your Child's Future... The Possibilities are Endless  04/30/15 

9303-14-04 Crisis Prevention Intervention Certification  05/04/15 

19348-14-01 IEP Facilitation: Skill Building for Effective Resolution of Challenging 
IEP Meetings  

05/04/15 

19290-14-03 Hope, Engagement, and Well-being of America's Students  05/06/15 

19283-14-01 Significant Disabilities Webinar Miniseries: Teacher Showcase  05/07/15 

4681-14-02 Youtube in the Classroom  05/08/15 R, D-EDEX

3056-14-01 Physical Education: New Ideas - New Approaches - 2015  05/08/15 R, D-EDEX

19008-14-01 Literacy Intervention Fair  05/11/15 

19017-14-05 EdInsight Training  05/21/15 

0839-14-01 Teacher @ Work - 2015  05/28/15 R

19336-14-01 Air Dynamics: Exploring and Playing with Air  05/29/15 CDA

19337-14-01 Pancakes, Pudding, and Problem-Solving: Investigating Cooking  05/29/15 CDA

4618-14-02 iPads in the Preschool Classroom  06/02/15 R, PR, CDA

4678-14-02 Making Movies in an iPad Classroom  06/05/15 R

19338-14-01 Exploring Force and Motion through Ramps and Pathways  06/05/15 CDA

19339-14-01 Let It Flow: Exploring Water Movement  06/05/15 CDA

8010-14-03 Paraeducator Generalist Certification - Effective Instructional Strategies  06/08/15 P

19017-14-06 EdInsight Training  06/09/15 

19335-14-01 Diversity in Early Childhood  06/10/15 

3604-14-02 Evaluator Approval Level III: Assessing Academic Rigor  06/11/15 R, D-EDEX

4749-14-01 Developing Art Instruction: Artistic Journal-Making  06/15/15 R, D-EDEX

4648-14-02 Planning and Implementing Engaging Preschool Interest Areas  06/15/15 R, D-EDEX, PR, 
CDA

4065-14-01 Overview and Strategies for Exceptional Learners  06/15/15 R, PR, SAR

19340-14-01 Using Child Assessment Data to Make Instructional Decisions in the 
Preschool Classroom  

06/16/15 CDA

4750-14-01 Building Literacy in Social Studies Year 1  06/16/15 R, D-EDEX

19327-14-01 School Leadership Development  06/16/15 

8011-14-02 Paraeducator Generalist Certification - Effective Professional Strategies  06/17/15 P

0133-14-01 Human Relations Training (K-12, PS)  06/22/15 R

4756-14-01 Choral Singing Demystified: From Good to Great in Three Easy Steps  06/22/15 R

0942-14-01 Art Studio: Landscape in Pastel  06/22/15 R, D-EDEX

Click here for an up-to-date Course List

http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us
http://www.gwaea.org
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/index.html
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdate.cfm
mailto:lhastings-wells@gwaea.org
mailto:tcarolan@gwaea.org
mailto:ssines@gwaea.org
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/paracertification.html
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Instructional Media/School Technology

New Catalog Landing Page:  
Media Center Catalog  
Features New Design
The Grant Wood AEA Media Center Catalog has made 
significant changes to the search page located at medten.
aea10.k12.ia.us/Media. Designed with our clients in mind, 
these user-friendly changes include:

• A basic keyword search 
feature for the entire catalog.

• A log-in button to take 
users to the next catalog 
page level to place orders for 
materials.

• Optional filters searchable 
by Common Core allowing 
clients to search for “All 
Common Core Standards” or drill down by core area.

• An up-to-date book carousel featuring new resources. 

The new landing page includes a “Featured Book” section 
to highlight a resource which focuses on current education 
initiatives.

For example, a recent 
“Featured” book was 
“Blended: Using Disruptive 
Innovation to Improve 
Schools” by Michael B. 
Horn and Heather Staker. 
This is a resource that is 
being utilized this year 
as part of the Blended 
Learning pilot with several 
local districts.

For more information about the new Media Center catalog 
design or any other service or resource related to the Grant 
Wood AEA Media Center, contact Deanna Weber, GWAEA 
media specialist, dweber@gwaea.org or 319-399-6454.

Linn-Mar’s Echo Hill Elementary 
and Oak Ridge Middle School  
Recipients of Follett Challenge 
People’s Choice
Congratulations to Echo Hill Elementary and Oak Ridge 
Middle School, Linn-Mar Community Schools, both recipients 
of 2015 Follett Challenge People’s Choice Awards. Visit these 
links to view their videos, which were part of their application 
for this award:

“Echo Hill: Our Reading is Read Hot!”

“Welcome to Oak 
Ridge”

The 10 Follett 
Challenge People’s 
Choice Video Winners 
receive $8,000 each.

The Follett Challenge 
(http://www.
follettchallenge.com) showcases and rewards educators 
who are aligning their curriculum and approach in order 
to teach the skills needed in the 21st century, and who are 
implementing a collaborative program with others in their 
school. In order to enter, applicants must demonstrate how 
the program is preparing students for the demands of the 
21st century and complete the entire online application, 
which includes a 3-5 minutes video about the program.

Launched in 2010, Britten Follett shared that only seven Iowa 
schools have applied during the history of the challenge. 
Three Iowa schools entered during the 2014-2015 school year, 
and Echo Hill Elementary and Oak Ridge Middle School were 
chosen as People’s Choice winners. 

Katie Merulla, teacher-librarian at Echo Hill Elementary, stated 
that the process for submitting a video began in October 
2013. Merulla indicated, “It was challenging to decide exactly 
what pieces to share, write the script, interview students, staff, 
and volunteers, make sure there were enough pictures, get 
permission from parents for students (continued... page 5)

Summer hours
7:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. June – August*

*Summer hours are from the middle of  
June through the middle of August.

Regular hours
7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. August – June* 

*Regular hours are from the middle of  
August through the middle of June.

GWAEA Media Center Sixth Street Facility Hours

http://www.gwaea.org/media/mediaCenterCatalog.html
http://www.gwaea.org/media/mediaCenterCatalog.html
https://www.linnmar.k12.ia.us
http://www.follettchallenge.com
http://www.follettchallenge.com/video.cfm?id=421
http://www.follettchallenge.com/video.cfm?id=380
http://www.follettchallenge.com
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Instructional Media/School Technology

to be shown, etc.” 

“There was a specific rubric that they wanted 
you to follow,” Merulla explained. “There 
were five lengthy essays that needed to be 
completed for the application in addition to 
the video. They wanted schools that were 
collaborating, working with technology, helping 
students to become 21st century learners, etc.”

“We will be setting up a committee to 
determine how to spend the money,” she 
continued.

Sue Krauss, teacher-Librarian at Oak Ridge 
Middle School, said, “We will use the funds 
to purchase materials for the library. I’ll be 
purchasing both fiction and nonfiction, print 
and electronic copies. As always, we will target 
areas that support specific, curriculum taught 
here at Oak Ridge as well as other high-interest 
areas or areas that need updating. It is a great 
award, as teachers and students will benefit 
from the purchases.”

“Our students were very excited about this 
year’s contest,” Krauss said. “It was great to see 
them show their school spirit by voting each 
day and keeping tabs on our place during the 
voting period.”

Merulla continued, “Overall, it was a great 
challenge for me to do. I did have the support 
of one other teacher working on it with me, 
which helped. And, of course, the support of our 
staff once the actual voting was happening. We 
asked a lot of people to vote for our school!”

Want to learn more about Follett resources? 
Check out Grant Wood AEA’s Follett eBooks 
at FollettShelfStudent and FollettShelf 
Professional. And to learn about the Follett 
Challenge, visit www.follettchallenge.com.

Teacher-Librarians Join to Create a 
Common Formative Assessment Tool
Teacher librarians from Benton Community and Monticello Community 
schools gathered together recently with one goal in mind: creating a 
common formative assessment tool. 

Deanna Weber, GWAEA media specialist, facilitated this group of teacher-
librarians as they explored the difference between formative and 
summative assessment. Weber said,  
“It isn’t the method of assessment,  
but how the results are used.” 

The questions the group asked to 
develop the tool included: 

• What is it we expect students to 
learn?

• How will we know when the 
students have mastered it?

• How do we respond when students 
don’t learn? 

• How will we respond when students already know the skill or concept?

The teacher-librarians met for three days of collaboration during October 
2014, and January and February 2015. The data team model was utilized 
to dig into the data from the assessment tool that was created by the 
group. Data was charted at each session, and the assessment tool was 
edited to meet the group’s needs.

Teacher-librarians at Benton Community are in their second year of 
common formative assessment, and were able to share their knowledge 
of the process with Monticello Community’s teacher-librarians to 
collaborate and create common formative assessments.

Heather Hansen, teacher-librarian from the Monticello Community 
Schools, really liked the time that was provided to plan and collaborate 
with others in her field. “Common formative assessment allows teacher-
librarians to be thoughtful when laying out unit work,” Hansen said.

Jennifer Bange from Benton Community, stated, “Preparing common 
formative assessments is an excellent way to check for understanding. 
Having such a tool adds validity to the work that we do.”

Weber continued, “I believe the process was a great way for Benton 
and Monticello teacher-librarians to come together, and collaborate 
and share with one another at all levels. Building a common formative 
assessment tool provides a way for all to address key standards for 21st 
century skills.” 

For more information on Common Formative Assessment, contact 
Deanna Weber, GWAEA media specialist, dweber@gwaea.org. Also, check 
out the Grant Wood Media Center resources available in the Professional 
and Classroom collections by searching for the words “formative 
assessment.”

Linn-Mar’s Echo Hill  
Elementary and Oak 
Ridge Middle School  
Recipients of Follett  
Challenge People’ Choice 

mailto:dweber@gwaea.org
mailto:dweber@gwaea.org
mailto:dweber@gwaea.org



