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Grant Wood AEA Mission:  
To ensure success for all learners.

Grant Wood AEA Goals: 
1. Increase the academic  
performance of all learners.

2. Increase the percentage of  
students who perform at the  
proficient level. 

3. Increase student acquisition 
and application of 21st century 
skills and knowledge.
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Celeb rating 40  Years!

VAST Science Unit Upgrades Netting Positive Feedback
The Grant Wood AEA Van 
Allen Science Teaching 
Center (VAST) science 
curriculum units are 
increasingly visible in area 
districts, and are netting 
positive feedback from 
teachers.

The Grant Wood AEA VAST 
Center originated during 
the 1992-93 school year in 
response to a need expressed 
by educators. Kathy 
Schultz, GWAEA Vast Center 
consultant, explained, “At 
that time teachers expressed 
the need for hands-on 
science materials that 
would allow their students 
to investigate the content 
studied in their science 
textbooks. Grant Wood AEA 
responded by developing a 
science resource center to 
provide materials to enhance 
the classroom curriculum.

“Today, the science materials 
sets include everything 
a teacher needs for a 
particular unit, including an 
investigations guide and 
online support to aid with 
instruction and learning,” 
she continued. “The new 
and updated units take the 
instruction a step further and 
integrate the state’s focus on 
early literacy.”

The focus of the current 
science curriculum unit 
upgrades encompass grades 
K-5/6. “With the early literacy 
focus in legislation, it impacts 

the time spent on science,” 
Schultz explained. “Less 
than half of our teachers 
spend 25-30 minutes per 
day on science instruction,” 
she continued. “We know 
the units are designed to be 
taught daily. We hope the 
new curriculum will help 
teachers to integrate more 
science content into their 
school day, not only during 
science instructional time, 
but also during their literacy 
and math time.”

“In addition we want to share 
opportunities and strategies 
to promote literacy through 
science instruction. The 
science curriculum provides 
a hands-on, minds-on 
learning approach to science, 
that includes research-
based science instructional 
strategies and integration 
with literacy, science and 
math,” Schultz elaborated.

Materials upgrades and 
building improvements 
During the past year, Grant 
Wood AEA has seen a 24 
percent increase in orders 
of earth science units, which 
means there are close to 
1,900 earth science units 
being taught in schools 
today. “We are starting to 
get materials in for phase II 
of our upgrade, which is life 
science,” Schultz continued. 
“Materials will be available 
in the fall and we already 
have 1,800 life science orders. 
That’s a 33 percent increase 
in life science orders alone. 
Life science will include six 
new units and earth science 
includes seven new units. 
Next year we anticipate 
sending over 5,500 science 
units to teachers in Eastern 
Iowa.”

The science 
curriculum units 

are distributed through the 
Grant Wood AEA service area 
at a subsidized cost, and 
at a full cost rate for some 
districts in neighboring 
communities. 

The current Grant Wood 
AEA VAST Center facilities 
are experiencing a remodel, 
which will provide an 
expanded area for facilitating 
and processing the 
science curriculum units. 
“Most people don’t realize 
that we operate a small 
manufacturing center at the 
33rd Avenue facility,” Schultz 
said. 

“The mission of the VAST 
Center is to provide 
leadership and support to 
the teachers we serve as they 
teach and promote science 
literacy,” Schultz concluded. 
“We are excited about the 
new science curriculum we 
are able to provide for our 
teachers and students and 
the success it will lead to in 
their classrooms.”

VAST Center science  
curriculum units

Grant Wood AEA Van Allen Science Teaching Center (VAST)  
new Life Science curriculum unit professional development.

http://www.gwaea.org/vastscience/index.html
http://www.gwaea.org
http://www.iowaaea.org
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Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment

Aspire. Achieve. Advance.

Drake University Continuing Education and Professional 
Development offers a variety of online courses to help you  
reach your professional goals. 

Enroll today for fall courses in one of the following areas:
• Athletic Coaching—Featuring two NEW courses!
• Bullying Prevention
• Classroom Management
• Curriculum and Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction
• Human Relations
• Online Learning and Instruction
• Physical Education
• Reading and Literacy 
• Teacher Leadership

Visit www.drake.edu/cepd or call 1-800-76-teach (83224)  
for more information.

Students seeking to use these courses for recertification or salary advancement should  
seek prior approval from their school district or appropriate licensing agency.

Pursue the path 
to excellence.

Educational Leadership Program

   
  

l  Superintendent Endorsement
Application deadline: July 1 for fall semester

Visit: www.education.uiowa.edu/epls/

Artisan’s Sanctuary
45 - 16th Avenue S.W.,  
Cedar Rapids, IA
Located in the Czech Village across 
from the National Czech and  Slovak 
Museum

Space limited to 25 students.
Registration deadline: May 31st

June 15-26, 2015 
1:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
Mondays - Fridays

For students going into 
7th-12th grade 

$185 per student

Registration Available for Structured Teaching for Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders
Registration is open for Structured 
Teaching for Students with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders, an evidenced-
based course that provides an in depth 
look at how to incorporate several 
components of structure for students 

with autism spectrum disorders (ASD).

This course is held on three consecutive 
days from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., and sessions 
are limited to 18 participants within 
the Grant Wood AEA service area. 

Registration is available on the GWAEA 
Professional Development website.

Questions may be sent to Janel Lesan, 
GWAEA regional administrator, at 
jlesan@gwaea.org.

http://www.education.uiowa.edu/epls
http://www.drake.edu/cepd
http://www.kebecca.com
http://bit.ly/gwaeaconnect
mailto:jlesan@gwaea.org
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/teacch.html
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/teacch.html
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Complete course informa-
tion including course and 
workshop descriptions, fees, 
and payment/refund policies 
can be accessed on our web 
site www.gwaea.org.

Courses may be cancelled if 
minimum enrollments are not 
met. Register early to avoid 
class closings or cancellations.

Contacts
Tammy Carolan 
Secretary/Registrar
319-399-6771 • 1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6771
tcarolan@gwaea.org

Lisa Hastings-Wells
Secretary/Registrar
319-399-6767 • 1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6767
lhastings-wells@gwaea.org

Sherry Sines  
Professional Development Coordinator
319-399-6517 • 1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6517
ssines@gwaea.org

CR
ED

IT 
TY

PE
S R ..................Renewal

D-EDEX .....Drake Graduate Credit- 
Educational Extension

D-EDMA ..Drake Graduate Credit- 
Educational Masters

M ................Morningside Graduate Credit
P ..................Paraeducator Certification
SA ...............Substitute Authorization
SAR ............Substitute Authorization Renewal 
PR ...............Paraeducator Certification Renewal 
CDA .........Child Development Associate

Grant Wood AEA Professional Development Courses

 Number Title Begin Credit

Paraeducators
Paraeducators, in partnership with licensed  

educators, provide a key role in supporting and  
enhancing the education of children.

Become a certified  
paraeducator through 

Grant Wood AEA
Completing Paraeducator Certification 
through Grant Wood AEA provides you 
with opportunities to learn instructional 
strategies, professional skills and behavior 
management tools from experienced 
instructors and through collaborative 
learning with other paraeducators.

Classes are offered year round. For more 
information, contact GWAEA Professional 
Development at 319-399-6767 or  
www.gwaea.org and click on Professional 
Development.

19336-14-01 Air Dynamics: Exploring and Playing with Air 05/29/15  CDA

19337-14-01  Pancakes, Pudding, and Problem-Solving: Investigating Cooking  05/29/15  CDA

4618-14-02 iPads in the Preschool Classroom   06/02/15  R, PR, CDA

4678-14-02 Making Movies in an iPad Classroom   06/05/15  R

19338-14-01 Exploring Force and Motion through Ramps and Pathways   06/05/15  CDA

19339-14-01 Let It Flow: Exploring Water Movement   06/05/15  CDA

8010-14-03 Paraeducator Generalist Certification - Effective Instructional 
Strategies   

06/08/15  P

19017-14-06 EdInsight Training   06/09/15  

19335-14-01 Diversity in Early Childhood   06/10/15  

19356-14-01 Educational Equity - The Will to Lead, the Courage to Act!   06/10/15  

3604-14-02 Evaluator Approval Level III: Assessing Academic Rigor   06/11/15  R, D-EDEX

4761-14-01 Classroom Management for Substitute Teachers   06/11/15  R, SAR

4749-14-01 Developing Art Instruction: Artistic Journal-Making   06/15/15  R, D-EDEX

4750-14-01 Building Literacy in Social Studies Year 1   06/16/15  R, D-EDEX

19327-14-01 School Leadership Development   06/16/15  

19340-14-01 Using Child Assessment Data to Make Instructional Decisions in the 
Preschool Classroom   

06/16/15  CDA

8011-14-02 Paraeducator Generalist Certification - Effective Professional 
Strategies   

06/17/15  P

0133-14-01 Human Relations Training (K-12, PS)   06/22/15  R

0942-14-01 Art Studio: Landscape in Pastel   06/22/15  R, D-EDEX

4756-14-01 Choral Singing Demystified: From Good to Great in Three Easy Steps   06/22/15  R

4621-14-01 Orff-Schulwerk: Ideas and Application   06/24/15  R

4686-14-01 Project Approach and Inquiry Based Learning 06/24/15 R, CDA

19334-14-01 “I Don’t Get It”: Teaching Students Who Struggle in Mathematics 06/24/15

4131-14-01 Exploring Diversity 06/29/15 R, D-EDEX, PR, SAR

4751-14-01 Developing Art Instruction: Rock Paper, Willow Mixed Media Wall 
Sculpture 

06/29/15 R, D-EDEX

4628-15-01 iPadU: Slide to Unlock Learning - 2015:Create, Connect, Collaborate! 07/08/15 R

4763-15-01 Patterns in Nature 07/08/15

4274-15-01 Cognitive Strategies for High Functioning Autism &  
Asperger’s Disorders 

07/13/15 R, M, PR

4765-15-01 Horizons Youth Mental Health First Aid  07/13/15 R

3058-15-01 Habits of Mind: Preparing Students for Success  07/20/15 R, SAR

4343-15-01 Understanding and Supporting Grieving Children and Teens  07/20/15 R,PR

3195-15-01 Visual Phonics  07/21/15 R

4629-15-01 Developing Essential Understandings Elementary Part 1  07/21/15 R

4189-15-01 Visual Phonics II  07/23/15 R

4555-15-01 Instructional Strategies for K-8 Math Teachers  07/28/15 R

8012-15-01 Paraeducator Generalist Certification - Effective Behavioral Strategies  08/03/15 P

4752-15-01 Developing Essential Understandings Elementary Part 2  08/04/15 R

4768-15-01 Assistive Technology Summer Institute  08/04/15 R

4739-15-01 Assistive Technology Academy for School Professionals: AT 101 - 
Reading/Writing Supports  

08/12/15 R, D-EDMA, M

19017-15-01 EdInsight Training  08/12/15 

19351-15-01 Instructional Coaching Seminar  08/17/15 

19370-15-01 Graphing Utilities for Math Classrooms 6-12  08/18/15 

3268-15-01 Substitute Authorization Class  08/21/15 SA, PR

Click here for an up-to-date Course List

http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdate.cfm
http://www.gwaea.org
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/paracertification.html
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Instructional Media/School Technology

Summer hours
7:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. June – August*

*Summer hours are from the middle of  
June through the middle of August.

Regular hours
7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. August – June* 

*Regular hours are from the middle of  
August through the middle of June.

GWAEA Media Center Sixth Street Facility Hours

Prairie Hill Elementary Utilizes Genre-Based Shelving System
The media center at College Community’s 
Prairie Hill Elementary is using a library 
system that’s tailored to meet the needs 
of students, staff and curriculum.

In place of the Dewey decimal 
classification system, Prairie Hill 
Elementary features a genre-based 
shelving system. Student content is 
fast and easy to locate using general 
headings. 

Alyssa Calhoun, Prairie Hill Elementary 
media specialist, explained that some of 
the headings used by the genre-based 
system includes, such as animals.

“For example, if students are looking for 
a book on hamsters, they are directed to 
the section on animals. It makes locating 
content faster and easier for students. “ 

“It’s also makes it easier for students 
to volunteer and shelve books,” she 
continued. “Student volunteers help with 
shelving books each morning. Students 
in second grade check in books and 
process new materials with stickers and 

stamps. They assist with hanging up 
different items for display in the library.”

“A few of the fourth-grade students help 
with re-shelving during the afternoon. 
This has helped build familiarity with 
where the different reading areas are 
located in the library,” she elaborated.

The Prairie Hill Elementary Media Center 
features an open space with natural light. 
Reading areas are available for the whole 
group or small group interactions. The 
collaborative areas feature web seats for 
students. Cushioned areas and shelf areas 
are portable and easily moved.

A workroom also serves as a recording 
studio where students tape a weekly 
broadcast of school announcements.

Calhoun shared that the media center is 
the place where teachers and students 
meet and learn. 

“Our staff utilizes the library weekly 
for meetings,” she said. “Hands-on 

activities are held once a week with 
each class Preschool-AK and K-4. Special 
collaboration times are held on Mondays 
with students in each grade level. 

“Each day our media center circulates 
over 370 books,” Calhoun concluded. 
“Since this is our first year, we will know 
more about the collection statistics in 
the coming years. I will also be asking 
for student input regarding the library 
organization on their end-of-year library 
survey.”

For more information, contact Alyssa 
Calhoun, Prairie Hill Elementary media 
specialist, acalhoun@prairiepride.org.

For more information on Genrefying 
check out the following articles:

“Are Dewey’s Days Numbered?” by Tali 
Balas Kaplan, Andrea K. Dolloff, Sue 
Giffard, and Jennifer Still-Schiff, School 
Library Journal

“Dewey’s Destiny: Actions in the Field”  
by Phyllis Robinson Snipes 

These articles and more can be found by 
searching the EBSCO Database provided 
by Grant Wood AEA Media Center. 

http://www.prairiepride.org
http://search.ebscohost.com/Community.aspx?authtype=ip&ugt=621761566C163517370625E662D56E12639366E322E332133703345339&IsAdminMobile=N&encid=22D731263C4635073736350632453C57332376C372C372C377C374C379C375C33013
mailto:acalhoun@prairiepride.org
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Instructional Media/School Technology

Online Resource Features 
for May and June

New Northeast Region Teacher-Librarian 
Professional Learning Community (PLC) 

May: Get Caught Reading 
Are you looking for 
resources that will “Get 
Students Caught into 
Reading?” Through 
the AEA Online 
resources, student 

recommendations might include BookFlix, 
TrueFlix and Tumblebooks. 

These resources provide interactive books 
that students can read independently or 
the books can be read aloud. The online 
resources are iPad compatible and feature 
interactive activities.

BookFlix, TrueFlix and Tumblebooks are 
available at http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/
media/onlineResources.html.

June: National Fresh Fruit and 
Vegetable Month 

How do we promote 
and guide student to 
work toward making 
healthier food choices 
throughout their day? 
Since June is National 

Fresh Fruit and Vegetable month, what 
about challenging our students to make 
health conscious decisions over the summer 
by selecting an apple instead of a candy bar? 
Encourage students to watch a short video 
either through the AEA Digital Library or 
Learn360. Topics for research might include 
(nutrition, diet, and healthy foods). If you are 
looking for articles to share then consider 
Britannica or EBSCO. Each of these resources 
provides a wealth of information along with 
a read aloud feature. The online resources are 
also iPad compatible and include activities.

The links for AEA Digital Library, Britannica, 
EBSCO and Learn360 are available at 
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/media/
onlineResources.html.

For more information about any of the 
online resources offered by Grant Wood 
AEA, contact Kathleen Goslinga, kgoslinga@
gwaea.org or 319-399-6582.

Sandy Antons, a teacher-librarian 
at Strawberry Hill Elementary in 
Anamosa, explained, ” I talked with 
my principal about meeting with 
others in the county because the 
classroom teachers have time to 
collaborate for half days throughout 
the year. The idea of having a PLC 
specifically geared to toward teacher-
librarians was the driving force in 
creating this group.”

“It is very beneficial to have a group 
of librarians to discuss topics that 
pertain specifically to our curriculum 
and libraries in Jones county,” she 
continued. “ We can also support one 
another as we ponder questions and 
try to figure out situations that are 
unique to our teaching. We can work 
as a team of librarians with similar 
issues and needs.”

The new PLC has met twice to 
date. Meetings have included 
presentations by GWAEA’s Kathleen 
Goslinga about the online resources, 
and Deanna Weber about MackinVIA. 
Kris Doll, a teacher-librarian from 
the Midland School District, shared 
information about the internet safety 
curriculum she is covering with 
students.

The Jones County Teacher-Librarians 
hope to continue their PLC style 
of collaborative sessions next 
year. Ideas for future collaboration 
include teacher-librarians serving 
as instructional technologists in 
their districts, and presentations by 
different book vendors.

For additional information on 
PLC and support resources for 
teacher-librarians, see the following 
resources:

“Learning By Doing: A Handbook 
For Professional Learning 

Communities At Work” by Richard 
DuFour

Available in 
the FollettShelf 
Professional eBook 
Collection.

This resource 
provides information and advice on 
developing a professional learning 
community in schools, and contains 
case studies, assessments, and 
strategies for implementing PLC 
concepts.

“Inquiry and the Common Core: 
Librarians and Teachers Designing 
Teaching For Learning” by Violet H. 
Harada

Available in the 
Professional 
Collection.

Practicing librarians 
and library educators 
demonstrate the power of inquiry 
to achieve the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS) and promote 
school librarians as key partners in 
implementing this type of critical 
teaching and learning in K-12 
schools.

“Collaborating For Success With 
the Common Core: A Toolkit For 
Professional Learning Communities 
At Work”  by Kim Bailey

Available in 
FollettShelf 
Professional eBook 
Collection.

A guide for K-12 
school leaders to 
implementing the Common Core 
state standards that provides tools, 
research, references, strategies, and 
advice.

Teacher-librarians in the Anamosa, Midland, Olin, and 
Monticello school district share learning

http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/media/onlineResources.html
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/media/onlineResources.html
mailto:kgoslinga@gwaea.org
http://www.anamosa.k12.ia.us
mailto:santons@anamosa.k12.ia.us
mailto:kgoslinga@gwaea.org
mailto:dweber@gwaea.org
mailto:kdoll@midland.k12.ia.us
http://www.midland.k12.ia.us
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Instructional Media/School Technology

Integrating MackinVIA eBooks into 
your curriculum - PD Course

Summer and School Year Van Delivery  
Schedules 2015-2016

Looking for Good 
Summer Reading?

Aug. 10, 2015 -  
AEA PD Online 
aeapdonline.org

This class will offer one credit of 
relicensure or graduate credit via 
AEA PD Online. Course overview 
includes weekly objectives along 
with course expectations.

This is a blended learning 
opportunity with a one day, 
face-to-face session (6 
hours) followed by an online 
component which will require an 
implementation of course learning. 
Participants will be taken through 
the resources available through 
the MackinVIA eBook platform 
and instruction will be given on 
the Mackin Reader, including 
highlighting and note-taking 
capabilities. Instructional examples 
of technology integration will be 
provided, using QR codes, Animoto, 

Photo Peach, Skitch, Evernote, 
FlipSnack, etc. 

Participants will participate in online 
discussion of their learning, which 
will include a peer review of their 
implementation plan.

Please fill out and submit the 
attendance form as well as 
registering at AEAPDonline.org. 
Contact Deanna Weber with any 
questions, dweber@gwaea.org.

Van delivery is provided to schools in the Grant Wood AEA service area 
twice a week during the school year. During the summer, delivery is made 
to a designated building in each district once every two weeks (mid-June 
through mid-August). Cedar Rapids schools receive daily delivery.

Visit the following for links to Grant Wood AEA’s 2015 Summer Van Delivery 
schedule as well as the 2015-2016 Van Delivery Schedule.

Spotlight on: Summer 
Reading Programs
The children’s theme is “Every Hero Has 
a Story: 2015 Collaborative Summer 
Reading Program - TeachingBooks.net.” 
All resource can be 
accessed by logging 
in to TeachingBooks.
net. Resources for 
this booklist include: 
87 videos, 73 book 
readings, 280 lesson 
plans. Once you are logged in, hover over 
and/or click on any book image once 
within resources for specific titles. Check 
out the Every Hero Has a Story titles from 
TeachingBooks.net

The Grant Wood AEA Media Center has 
many options for summer reading. Take a 
look at our boxed book collection, “Summer 
Reading Suggestions.”

PRESENTER

DATE/TIME

LOCATIONS

TOPICS

REGISTRATION

CREDIT OPTIONS 

Please plan to attend a valuable and
motivating day with Mesa Heise,
Director of Digital Service, Mackin.

Would you like time to learn more about using the ebook 
resources provided to you by your AEA?    

Would you like to be inspired by interacting with teachers who 
have had much success in implementing the Mackin VIA resources 
into the curriculum in their schools? 

Would you like to extend your learning by developing a plan 
to integrate ebook resources into your own teaching and make 
direct ties to the Iowa Core? 

• Mackin VIA: setting up backpacks & groups  
• Mackin Reader: highlighting and note-taking
• Instructional examples using text complexity 

and close reading while utilizing the 
MackinVIA Reader tools.

Please register your attendance at this site.
You will also indicate which AEA site you plan
to attend and whether you wish to earn credit.

http://bit.ly/1aAJgIE
Class title: Mackin VIA: Curriculum Integration

You may register to attend for just one day on 
August 10th for no credit, but an option for 1 
credit of graduate or relicensure credit will be 
available through AEA PD Online.
 
The “for credit” option will include developing a 
plan for implementation of Mackin VIA resources 
into the curriculum and including connections 
to the Iowa Core. The continued learning will 
take place online using Moodle.
 

August 10, 2015
8:30 A.M – 3:30 P.M.

Please bring a laptop or tablet, if possible 

Each AEA will connect using the Polycom 
technology: 
• AEA 267-Room F in Cedar Falls
• Grant Wood AEA-Linn/Johnson Room
• Heartland AEA-Room 109 in Johnston
• Mississippi Bend AEA-Louisa Room in 

Bettendorf 
• Prairie Lakes AEA-Silver Lake Room 

in Pocahontas
• Northwest AEA-Room G in Sioux City

For the past 13 
years, GWAEA Chief 
Administrator 
Joe Crozier has 
published a “Top 10” 
professional reading 
list for educators. The 
2015 “Top 10” list and 
archival years are 
available on the Grant 
Wood AEA website.

The “Top 10” list provides thought 
provoking and motivating learning for 
administrators, teachers, coaches, and 
building leadership teams.  

This list is in no particular order and 
provides resources for your personal and 
professional growth. 

The Grant Wood AEA Media Center 
Catalog’s new landing page features a 
book carousel of Joe Crozier’s 2015 “Top 
10” Professional Reading List for Educators 
selections.

Joe Crozier
GWAEA Chief 
Administrator

http://www.gwaea.org/booklist/index.html
http://www.teachingbooks.net
http://www.teachingbooks.net
http://www.gwaea.org/booklist/index.html
http://www.aeapdonline.org
mailto:dweber@gwaea.org
http://www.mackinvia.com
http://www.aeapdonline.org
http://www.gwaea.org/media/2015_summer_van_routes.pdf
http://www.gwaea.org/media/VanCalendar15-16.pdf
http://www.gwaea.org/media/VanCalendar15-16.pdf
http://www.gwaea.org/media/2015_summer_van_routes.pdf
http://www.gwaea.org/media/2015_summer_van_routes.pdf



