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Grant Wood AEA Mission:  
To ensure success for all learners.

Grant Wood AEA Goals: 
1. Increase the academic  
performance of all learners.

2. Increase the percentage of  
students who perform at the  
proficient level. 

3. Increase student acquisition 
and application of 21st century 
skills and knowledge.
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Making a Difference with the Littlest of Learners:
Grant Wood AEA Early Access

How a child plays, learns, 
talks, moves, and behaves are 
all supporting instruments in 
the symphonic ensemble of 
a child’s development. Grant 
Wood Area Education Agen-
cy’s Early ACCESS program is 
attuned to monitoring for po-
tential delays in any of these 
developmental milestones.

Early ACCESS is for families 
with young children, birth to 
age 3. Families and Early AC-
CESS staff work together to 
determine needs, coordinate 
services, learn new informa-
tion and discover what works 
best for each child. 

Early ACCESS is 
provided through 
the local Area Edu-
cation Agencies 
with Iowa Depart-
ment of Education 
and federal fund-
ing.

“We know that 
early intervention 
makes a difference, 

not only to support the fu-
ture academic achievement 
of our children, but to help 
them succeed as engaged 
members of our community 
as they become adults,” said 
Early ACCESS Coordinator 
Jeanie Wade-Nagle.

Grant Wood AEA’s Early AC-
CESS program is available 
at no cost to populations of 
children with disabilities or 
at risk of having disabilities. 
“Early ACCESS providers and 
parents work in an interac-
tive manner to assure that 
the child makes the optimum 

growth in his/her develop-
ment. Services are provided 
in the child’s natural environ-
ment, which means our pro-
viders go where the child is, 
a home or childcare center,” 
said Wade-Nagle. 

Early ACCESS providers 
have training in various pro-
fessions including autism, 
early childhood education, 
hearing intervention, physical 
therapy, occupational thera-
py, psychology, social work, 
speech-language pathology, 
and vision intervention

Together, the Early AC-
CESS providers and caregiv-
ers talk about activities that 
have taken place since the 
previous visit, and how these 
activities have provided sup-
port for the child. During the 
visits, parents and Early AC-
CESS providers may try ac-
tivities together to help the 
child take part in playtime, 
mealtime, getting ready in 

the morning, taking a bath, 
or other activities that are im-
portant to the child and your 
family.

“Early ACCESS services are 
designed to be fun while 
helping a child grow,” she 
said. “There is no more im-
portant work than ensuring 
that every child has an op-
portunity to succeed from 
the start.”

For information about 
Grant Wood AEA’s Early AC-
CESS program, contact 
Jeanie Wade-Nagle
GWAEA Early Childhood  
Supervisor
319-399-6574 
jwade@gwaea.org

American Education 
Week: Nov. 16-22, 2014
“Raise Your Hand for  
Student Success”

The National Education Association’s 
(NEA) 93rd annual American Educa-
tion Week (AEW) presents all Ameri-
cans with an opportunity to cel-
ebrate public education and honor 
individuals who are making a differ-
ence in ensuring every child receives 
a quality education. 

The theme of the 2014 Ameri-
can Education Week, “Raise Your 
Hand for Student Success,” re-
flects the Association’s calling 

upon America to provide students 
with quality public schools so that 
they can grow, prosper, and achieve 
in the 21st century.

For more information about Ameri-
can Education Week visit www.nea.
org/aew.

Celeb rating 40  Years!

http://www.nea.org/grants/19823.htm/
http://www.nea.org/grants/19823.htm/
http://www.iowaaea.org
https://www.educateiowa.gov/pk-12/early-childhood/early-access
http://www.gwaea.org
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Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment

Grant Wood AEA recently received an Early 
Childhood Reading grant from Target for an 
initiative called “Read to Me!--Talk to Me!” This 
initiative aligns with our Special Education 
Literacy Team’s emergent literacy efforts. Our 
grant came from Target (north) on Blairs Ferry 
Road. Target provides these grants as a way to 
give young children across the country a head 
start in reading.

This is the second year that Target has 
awarded Grant Wood AEA this grant. Last year, 
the grant monies were used to purchase class-
room check-out libraries for 27 early learning 

classrooms 
in the Cedar 
Rapids Com-
munity School 
District. This 
year, the grant 
monies have 
enabled us to 
purchase class-
room check-
out libraries for 
early learning 

programs in the following districts: Anamosa, 
Center Point-Urbana, English Valleys, Iowa 
Valley, Marion Independent, Linn-Mar, North-
Linn, Tipton, and Williamsburg. Each class-
room received about 75 books. 

Evidence from reading research has told us 
for a long time that reading to young children 
is critical to their literacy development. What 
has become even more apparent is that we 
need to do more than just read to children. 
We have to make the reading experience in-
teractive. We need to give children opportuni-
ties to have conversations about books. This 
initiative provides home check-out libraries 
for all of our Early Learning classrooms. Each 
book is paired with a prompt card for parents. 
These prompt cards are designed to help par-
ents build their child’s language and literacy 
skills as they read the book several times with 
their child. It will help parents make their 

Grant from Target Provides  
Support for “Read to Me!” Initiative

Master of Science in Education Leadership (School Principal Licensure)
Drake’s Master of Science in Education Leadership is a 36-hour graduate  
degree program designed for students aspiring to be principals, associate/ 
assistant principals, curriculum directors, deans of students, teacher leaders, 
activity directors, and area education agency administrators.

Highlights of the program include:
• Two-year cohorts held at the Grant Wood AEA       • Exceptional full-time faculty
• Convenient weekend classes for the adult learner  • Practice-based learning

Drake is in your town. Cedar Rapids cohort forming in February 2015. Take two 
introductory courses for a reduced rate of $595 per class the first semester.

INFORMATION SESSION  
Grant Wood AEA, Thursday, Nov. 6, at 4:30 p.m. or 5:30 p.m.
for program information:  for admission information:
www.drake.edu/edl   www.drake.edu/soe/admission
e bridget.arrasmith@drake.edu  e soegradadmission@drake.edu
t 515-271-2054   t 515-271-2552

The next step…  
Experience the Drake difference.

shared reading experiences with their 
child interactive. Teachers will train 
parents, with the support of their SPEL 
consultant, on how to use the materi-
als and then will begin having children 
take the books home on a weekly ba-
sis. These trainings will occur during 
home visits, during parent-teacher 
conferences or during a school literacy 
night.  

On Oct. 1, a group of dedicated SPEL team members, parent volunteers, 
retired teachers and other volunteers as well as a few Target employees 
spent the day putting stickers on books, sorting books, gluing word defini-
tions in books and bagging books. We also had a group of students from 
Xavier High School’s Key Club that completed a great deal of work on about 
450 books. All of those books are now on their way to preschool classrooms 
across the area. 

We are very grateful to Target 
for this grant and for their com-
mitment to improving young chil-
dren’s literacy. With the help of 
this funding, we are providing a 
home connection to our literacy 
goals and making a huge differ-
ence in helping to develop litera-
cy skills in many young children. 

by Priscilla Polehna
GWAEA Speech-Language Pathologist and  
GWAEA Special Education Literacy Team (SPEL)

mailto:ppolehna@gwaea.org
http://www.drake.edu/
http://www.target.com
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Complete course informa-
tion including course and 
workshop descriptions, fees, 
and payment/refund policies 
can be accessed on our web 
site www.gwaea.org.

Courses may be cancelled if 
minimum enrollments are not 
met. Register early to avoid 
class closings or cancellations.

Contacts
Sherry Sines  
Professional Development Coordinator
319-399-6517 • 1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6517
ssines@gwaea.org

Tammy Carolan 
Secretary/Registrar
319-399-6771 • 1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6771
tcarolan@gwaea.org

Chris Ask
Secretary/Registrar
319-399-6767 • 1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6767
cask@gwaea.org

CR
ED

IT 
TY

PE
S R ..................Renewal

D-EDEX .....Drake Graduate Credit- 
Educational Extension

D-EDMA ..Drake Graduate Credit- 
Educational Masters

M ................Morningside Graduate Credit
P ..................Paraeducator Certification
SA ...............Substitute Authorization
SAR ............Substitute Authorization Renewal 
PR ...............Paraeducator Certification Renewal 
CDA .........Child Development Associate

Grant Wood AEA Professional Development Courses

 Number Title Begin Credit

Paraeducators
Paraeducators, in partnership with licensed  

educators, provide a key role in supporting and  
enhancing the education of children.

Become a certified  
paraeducator through 

Grant Wood AEA
Completing Paraeducator Certification 
through Grant Wood AEA provides you 
with opportunities to learn instructional 
strategies, professional skills and behavior 
management tools from experienced 
instructors and through collaborative 
learning with other paraeducators.

Classes are offered year round. For more 
information, contact GWAEA Professional 
Development at 319-399-6767 or  
www.gwaea.org and click on Professional 
Development.

19303-14-01 Transforming Learning Through a Professional Learning Network  11/05/14 

19277-14-01 Significant Disabilities Webinar Miniseries: Experience  
Books for Literacy  

11/06/14 

19260-14-01 Follow-up IEP Training LEA Staff  11/06/14 

19260-14-02 Follow-up IEP Training LEA Staff  11/07/14 

19261-14-01 Follow-up IEP Training AEA Staff  11/07/14 

9678-14-02 Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Re-certification  11/07/14 

9191-14-01 Instructional Practices Inventory: A Process for Analyzing and Improv-
ing Student Engaged Learning  

11/12/14 

19148-14-01 School-Wide Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports - Tier 1 in 
Review  

11/12/14 

19261-14-02 Follow-up IEP Training AEA Staff  11/13/14 

19261-14-03 Follow-up IEP Training AEA Staff  11/13/14 

19260-14-03 Follow-up IEP Training LEA Staff  11/13/14 

19260-14-04 Follow-up IEP Training LEA Staff  11/13/14 

19225-14-01 Instructional Practices Inventory - Technology Workshop  11/13/14 

3268-14-02 Substitute Authorization Class  11/14/14 SA, PR

9303-14-02 Crisis Prevention Intervention Certification  11/14/14 

19042-14-02 Practice with PODD  11/19/14 

9678-14-03 Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Re-certification  11/24/14 

19278-14-01 Significant Disabilities Webinar Miniseries: Tactile Strategies for Stu-
dents with Visual Impairment  

12/04/14 

19285-14-03 AEA 10 School Counselors' Network  12/05/14 

4637-14-01 Global Education Institute for Teachers: Infusing a Global Perspective 
into the Curriculum  

12/06/14 R

3604-14-01 Evaluator Approval Level III: Assessing Academic Rigor  12/09/14 R, D-EDEX

19149-14-01 School-Wide Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports - Tier 2 in 
Review  

12/10/14 

4648-14-01 Planning and Implementing Engaging Preschool Interest Areas  12/17/14 R, D-EDEX, PR, 
CDA

19290-14-01 Hope, Engagement, and Well-being of America's Students  01/07/15 

19290-14-02 Hope, Engagement, and Well-being of America's Students  01/07/15 

19279-14-01 Significant Disabilities Webinar Miniseries: Importance of Routines  01/08/15 

4739-14-03 Assistive Technology Academy for School Professionals: AT 101 and 
Reading/Writing Supports  

01/12/15 R, D-EDMA, M

19295-14-02 Iowa I Plan Training  01/12/15 

4630-14-02 Integrating the AEA Online Resources into your Classroom  01/14/15 R

19312-14-01 Collecting Behavioral Data: Progress Monitoring and Goal-Writing  01/26/15 

4678-14-01 Making Movies in an iPad Classroom  01/27/15 R

4706-14-01 Teaching Mathematics in Preschool  01/28/15 R, D-EDEX, PR, 
CDA

19292-14-01 Sensory Modulation: The BrainWorks Approach for Addressing Difficult 
Behaviors in Children and Teens from a Sensory Perspective  

01/29/15 

4680-14-01 Collaborative Learning: Social Media and Learning in the Classroom  02/03/15 R, D-EDEX

19280-14-01 Significant Disabilities Webinar Miniseries: Active Learning  02/05/15 

9303-14-03 Crisis Prevention Intervention Certification  02/06/15 

19042-14-03 Practice with PODD  02/20/15 

19275-14-02 Brain Function in the School Setting and Effective Classroom Strategies  02/24/15 

9678-14-04 Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Re-certification  02/25/15 

19288-14-01 Leading Innovative Change  03/04/15 

19281-14-01 Significant Disabilities Webinar Miniseries: Calendar Use  03/05/15 

19285-14-02 AEA 10 School Counselors' Network  03/06/15 

http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/index.html
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/paracertification.html
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Instructional Media/School Technology

New Media Center at Grant Elementary Educator Resources 
Tab on the Iowa 
Core Website
To access all content in the Educator 
Resources tab on the Iowa Core web-
site:
1. Go to IowaCore.gov.
2. Click on the Educator Resources 
tab.

3.  Click on the IowaLearns.org link.

4.  Log in with:
a. The same username you use 
for the on-line resources such as 
Learn 360, EBSCO, Gale, BookFLIX.
b. The same password with prefix 
dr added to the password. Note: 
dr stands for digital resource. 

Note: If you don’t know your user-
name/password for the on-line re-
sources, contact your school/district 
teacher librarian or media contact.
Many of the resources are available 
through Guest access. However, oth-
ers require a username/password.

Upcoming PD  
for Technology
Visit the Grant Wood AEA Profes-
sional Development website for a 
list of current technology integration 
courses. 

A ribbon cutting ceremony was held on 
Sept. 30 at Grant Elementary, 254 Out-
look Drive S.W. in Cedar Rapids to show-
case the school’s new media center.

Cedar Rapids Community School Dis-
trict Physical Plant and Equipment Levy 
(PPEL) funds were designated for this 
project.

During the 
ribbon cutting, 
JoEllen John-
son, one of the 
original librar-
ians at Grant 
Elementary, 
presented a gift 
of her favorite 
picture books 
to Amy Grunde-
meyer who is the building’s new teacher 
librarian.

Our thanks to the Cedar Rapids  
Community School District for use of 
the photographs.

New Website Helps Iowans Understand, Apply Iowa Core
Iowa Department of Education Director Brad Buck 
recently introduced IowaCore.gov, a new website 
created to increase public understanding of the 
Iowa Core standards and to help educators put the 
standards into practice in schools statewide.    

“Our statewide standards are at the heart of work 
in schools to prepare today’s students for tomorrow’s 
workforce, and we must do more to help educators, 
parents and other Iowans navigate them,” Buck said. 

“IowaCore.gov will help bring the standards into focus for all Iowans and will put 
much-needed resources into the hands of educators who are working to put the 
standards into practice successfully in schools.”    
IowaCore.gov has three components:  
§ Explore the Iowa Core enables users to search the Iowa Core standards by 
grade level (K-12) and subject (math, science, social studies, english language arts 
and literacy.
§ Parents and Community includes materials that parents and other Iowans can 
use to understand what the Iowa Core is, what students are expected to know 
and be able to do, and how parents can help at home.    
§ Educator Resources includes a collection of optional classroom resources and 
materials that educators may use to implement the Iowa Core. More than 8,000 
resources are available at no charge in a central, searchable online location called 
IowaLearns.org, which is accessible through IowaCore.gov. The materials are 
adaptable to fit the individual needs of local classrooms.      

Iowa lawmakers passed the Iowa Core into law in 2008, with the expectation 
that schools would fully implement the standards by the end of the 2014-15 
school year.   

IowaCore.gov was developed with state funding from the 2013 legislative 
session. The website is managed by the Iowa Department of Education. For more 
information, visit https://iowacore.gov.

http://www.cr.k12.ia.us/
https://iowacore.gov/
https://iowacore.gov/
https://iowacore.gov/resources
https://iowacore.gov/parents-community
https://iowacore.gov/iowa-core
https://iowacore.gov/iowa-core
https://iowacore.gov/resources
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdate.cfm?category=51
https://www.iowalearns.org/logon.do
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Summer hours
7:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. June – August*

*Summer hours are from the middle of  
June through the middle of August.

Regular hours
7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. August – June*  

*Regular hours are from the middle of  
August through the middle of June.

GWAEA Media Center Sixth Street Facility Hours

Instructional Media/School Technology

Support from the Grant Wood 
AEA Assistive Technology Team
Assistive technology enables children and youth with 
disabilities to participate more fully in all aspects of life and 
helps them to access their right 
to a “free, appropriate public 
education” (FAPE) in the “least 
restrictive environment” (LRE).    

Although assistive 
technology is a “tool” or set 
of “tools” that assist students 
to benefit from the general 
education curriculum, it is 
not solely devices. Assistive 
Technology services include 
technical training, trial use and 
a variety of accommodations. 

Because assistive technology 
takes many forms, it looks 
different from student to 
student. In fact, the provision of assistive technology 

must be individualized for each student. (adapted from 
“Assistive Technology: Creating a Pathway”) 

The Grant Wood AEA Assistive Technology team 
provides services and support in the following areas:  
• Consultation to IEP/IFSP teams to build their capacity 

in the consideration and use of 
appropriate assistive technology.   
• Provision of relevant and/or recent 
Assistive Technology information and 
resources to families and educators.    
• Coordination of a variety of 
professional development 
opportunities provided in various 
formats to meet the AT needs of our 
families and IEP/IFSP teams including 
co-sponsorship of our annual 
Building Bridges Assistive Technology 
Conference in April and the launch of 
a hybrid graduate level course titled, 
“AT Academy for School Professionals.”    
• Oversee the assistive technology 
lending library maintained by the 

GWAEA Media Center. 
• Utilize social media (Twitter, Google Communities, etc.) 
and web resources to network and support IEP teams in 
the provision and use of assistive technology tools and 
services.      

To learn more, contact a member of the GWAEA Assistive 
Technology Team or view the AT Team website. 

GWAEA Assistive Technology Team Members: (front row, left to 
right: Debbie Mills, Maggie Pickett.  Back row: Randy Perkins, 
Julie Freed, Patty Soldner, Julie King, Sheila Matheson, and 
John Bethke. Not pictured: Amanda Miller. 

Special Education B/D
Your Site. Our Model.

KeBecca, formerly EduCare, 

has been providing special education Level 

III Behavior Disorder services at multiple 

school sites in Iowa since 1998.

Cost Effective
One fee per classroom per year.

All Staff Included
KeBecca recruits, employs, trains, and 
supervises all teachers and associates.

Comprehensive Data-Driven Model
Aligned with Common Core.

1965 51st Street NE     Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52402
(319) 294-7038     www.kebecca.com

Kevin J. McCarville, Ph.D.     President
kmccarville@kebecca.com

Call today for more information.

eBooks for your Classroom Curriculum
Interested in learning how to integrate eBooks 
into your curriculum? 

Check out FollettShelf and MackinVia. 
MackinVia also offers helpful hints as part 
of a video clips library. For information on 
FollettShelf and MackinVia, contact  
Deanna Weber, GWAEA media specialist.

GWAEA Media Center Symbaloo
Bookmark this web resource for 
convenient access to up-to-date 
tools and resources in the Grant 
Wood AEA Media Center: http://
www.symbaloo.com/embed/
gwaeamediacenter. 

https://sites.google.com/a/gwaea.org/gwaea-at/
http://kebecca.com/
http://www.mackin.com/corp/via/via.html
https://wbb04591.follettshelf.com/shelf/servlet/presentshelfform.do?site=04591
http://www.symbaloo.com/embed/gwaeamediacenter
mailto:dweber@gwaea.org



