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Engagement affects student 
performance

Students and families 
in the Midland School 
District participated in 
the “Welcome Back to 
School Celebration” on 
Aug. 17. Here, Midland 
Elementary Principal 
Marilyn Jackson (right) 
shares a book with  
a family.
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Research continues to demonstrate that when schools, families and communities join 
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This issue of The Linker features examples of engagement activities taking place in  
the Grant Wood AEA service area. 

Whether it is a beginning of the year school event, a successful student summer  
camp with emphasis on community, or ongoing professional development opportunities 
for educators, collaboration continues to make a difference for schools, families  
and communities.
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all learners.”
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The LinkER

CurriCulum, instruCtion & Assessment

The Midland Community 
Schools incorporated research 
in the area of family and com-
munity engagement as part of 
their welcome back activities 
for the 2009-2010 school year.

Two “Welcome Back to 
School Celebrations” were held 
simultaneously the evening of 
Aug. 17 at Midland Elementary 
at Oxford Junction and Midland 
High School in Wyoming. Both 
events allowed students, fami-
lies and teachers to welcome 
each other to the new school 
year and at the same time spot-
lighted community resources 
and partnerships.

Preschool, kindergarten 
and first-grade students were 
welcomed to the “Unpack your 
Backpack” event at Midland 
Elementary at Oxford Junction. 
Families were welcomed to 
the event with the opportunity 
to have a candid family photo 
taken for display as part of the 
school’s family tree. In the 
hallways, students and teachers 
greeted each other in prepara-
tion for the first day of school. 
A table of school supplies was 
available for students, with sup-
plies donated by community 
churches and organizations.

Representatives were on 
hand from the following com-
munity partnerships and re-
sources: Early ACCESS, Girl 
Scouts, Grant Wood AEA’s 
Child Check Developmental 
Screening, Grant Wood AEA’s 

Midland Schools highlight family, community engagement
Media Services, Lutheran 
Social Services, the Parent In-
formation and Resource Center, 
Wyoming Library, PATS (Par-
ents and Teachers for Students), 
4H, Little Eagle Nest Learning 
Center, and the Jones County 
Dairy Producers.

Outside in the evening sun-
shine, a picnic meal and play-
ground games greeted the stu-
dents and their families, thanks 
to the efforts of the school staff.
The importance of 
engagement

Research continues to dem-
onstrate that when schools, 
families and communities 
work together, students ben-
efit through increased student 
achievement, school atten-
dance, and involvement. 

The importance of commu-
nity engagement is evident in 
the Iowa Core Curriculum, Out-
come 2 – Community: Com-
munity members and other sup-
porting agencies work together 
to support the implementation 
of the Iowa Core Curriculum. 
The Core Curriculum assists 
Iowa schools in delivering 
world-class education that will 
help students succeed in today’s 
global economy.

Principal Marilyn Jackson 
explained, “We were research-
ing ways to improve our 
achievement goals for the dis-
trict. Our research led us to our 
families. The research says the 
more the family is involved in 
their child’s school, the higher 
the achievement.”

“Two years ago, I attended 
a Karen Mapp, Ed.D. session 
at the School Administrators 
of Iowa conference, and was 
impressed with her research,” 

Jackson continued. “Dr. Mapp 
is a lecturer at Harvard Gradu-
ate School of Education with 
expertise in educational leader-
ship and educational partner-
ships among schools, families 
and communities Last year, 
GWAEA School Social Worker 
Marti Hurst, Midland Elemen-
tary Teacher Carol Hartbecke, 
and I attended another of her 
sessions offered through Grant 

Wood AEA. At that meeting, 
we learned of the possibility 
of a Parental Information and 
Resource Centers (PIRC) grant 
designed to help districts learn 
more about their families and 
how to engage them in school 
activities.”

“With the Midland teachers, 
we created an action plan for 
increasing parental involve-
ment,” she elaborated. The 
‘Celebration’ was a part of that 
plan. Instead of asking parents 
to listen to us, we decided to 
let parents tell us what works 
for them and their family. We 
wanted the ‘Celebration’ to feel 
like a family reunion or picnic.” 

Jackson shared that feedback 
received from the event was 
positive. “The families seemed 
to like the atmosphere,” she 
said. “We were outside, the stu-
dents played on the playground, 
and some student games were 
organized. We are hoping the 
event created a positive impact 
for the start of the year.”

Third-grade teacher Cheri 
Ruley shared that feedback 
received from the event was 
positive. “It was a nice way to 
meet families,” she said.  “New 
families to the district were 
able to meet other families and 
kids made friends before school 
started. “It was also nice to 
have GWAEA Child Check and 
Early ACCESS teams available 
with resources for the whole 

family.”
At Midland High School, the 

“Celebration” took a slightly 
different format. “Events were 
held inside the building,” 
Jackson continued. “The sixth-
graders, new to the building, re-
ceived orientation and followed 
their schedule to their rooms 
and lockers. The student groups, 
Art Club, FFA, and Middle 
School Student Council, set up 
booths in the gym. Colleges and 
universities also set up booths 
to provide information. The par-
ent groups, such as the Athletic 
Boosters and Music Boosters, 
were also available.”
Activities planned

Jackson explained that the 
family contacts made during 
the “Welcome Back to School 
Celebration” continue to grow. 
“Beginning the last week of 
August, the teachers at both 
the elementary and secondary 
schools began calling each 
family and asking them to talk 
about their children and how 

we can best serve their needs,” 
she continued. “We want to 
know their dreams and hopes 
for their child and how we can 
work together with the family 
to make this happen. We are 
also trying to send at least two 
positive notes home this year to 
each student.”

Future plans include a 
change to the format of the 
elementary open house, which 
will feature student greeters, 
the school tree with the family 
pictures as well as photos of 
the school family, including 
teachers, bus drivers, custo-
dians, secretaries, cooks, and 
paraeducators. Planned during 
homecoming week, the theme 
of this family event will be “The 
Midland Eagles!” with a focus 
on a continued celebration of 
the school and district families.

Deanna Martens, third-grade 
teacher, added, “The open 
house theme is also designed 
to carry out school spirit in all 
classrooms and bring everyone 
together.”

“My family enjoyed the 
evening,” said parent Kelli 
Hacke. “My children had 
the opportunity to meet their 
teachers, classmates, and tour 
the building. My children 
especially enjoyed the ice 
cream!”

“We want our families to feel 
like the school is a great place 
to be,” Jackson concluded.

For more information, con-
tact Marilyn Jackson, principal, 
Midland Elementary at Oxford 
Junction, (563) 826-2091 
or mjackson@midland.k12.
ia.us or Marti Hurst, GWAEA 
school social worker, at (319) 
399-6555, voicemail 6346, or 
mahurst@aea10.k12.ia.us.

“We want our families to feel like 
the school is a great place to be.”

Marilyn Jackson, Principal
Midland elementary at Oxford Junction

Midland Schools

Teaching for Math Un-
derstanding – Secondary is 
entering its third year as a pro-
fessional development oppor-
tunity in the Grant Wood AEA 
service area that is advancing 

The history of Cedar 
rapids provided enrichment 
opportunities for elementary 
students as part of a summer 
camp held during July.

The camp, titled “Hot Fun 
in the Summertime,” was 
held July 6-17 at Grant Wood 
elementary in Cedar rapids. 
Approximately 36 students 
and �7 teachers enjoyed 
participating in activities, 
which explored the history 
of Cedar Rapids through art, 
food, music, and recreation.

A grant from the Greater 
Cedar rapids Commu-
nity Foundation allowed the 
camp to be free of charge to 
students in need.

Ellen Daye-Williams, prin-
cipal at Grant Wood Elemen-
tary, explained that during 
the two-week camp, students 
participated in learning activi-
ties in the community as well 
as onsite at the school. 

“Each day of camp was 
different,” Daye-Willliams 
said. The daily schedule 
included breakfast, com-
munity circle, academics, 
read-alouds, journaling, 
excursions in the community, 
and the Old-Time Theatre 
Project, which allowed stu-
dents to make an iMovie. 

Among the many camp 
learning activities was the 
opportunity to learn the first-
hand historical perspective 
of a former baseball player 
paired with a trip to the 
Kernels game; a Mock Food 
Market along with a visit to 
the Farmer’s Market; and 
visits to Brucemore and The 
History Center.

The camp’s activities 
reflected the Iowa Core Cur-
riculum Outcomes #�- lead-
ership; #2 – Community; 
and #6 - instruction and 
Assessment. The iowa Core 
Curriculum assists iowa 
schools in delivering world-
class education that will help 
students succeed in today’s 
global economy.

Daye-Williams indicated 
that the 2009 two-week sum-
mer learning opportunity was 
a great success, and she 
hopes to offer “Hot Fun in the 
Summertime” again in 2010.

For more information 
about the “Hot Fun in the 
Summertime” camp, contact 
Ellen Daye-Williams at Grant 
Wood Elementary, (319) 
558-2467, or EDaye-W@
cr.k�2.ia.us.

Summer camp
learning

Teaching for Math Understanding – Secondary enters third year

the state’s Every Student 
Counts initiative. 

Participating school districts 
include: Anamosa, Center 
Point-Urbana, Clear Creek 
Amana, College Community, 

Linn-Mar, Marion, Monticello, 
North Linn, Springville,  
Tipton, and West Branch.

Chuck Gustafson, GWAEA 
curriculum consultant, ex-
plained that the content focus 

for the first two years has been 
number, algebra, and geom-
etry. “Content for year three 
will be on measurement, data 
analysis and probability.” He 
continued, “More importantly, 
the focus on teaching and 
learning has included teaching 
for understanding, problem-
based tasks, meaningful dis-
tributed practice, assessment 
for learning and deep under-
standing of both skills and 
concepts.” 

School district teams attend-
ing Teaching for Math Under-
standing- Secondary typically 
consist of a high school math 
teacher, a middle school math 
teacher, a special educator, and 
an administrator. The teams 
attend five meetings each year 
to learn the content, skills and 
characteristics of math teach-
ing and learning, and then 
meet at least four times in their 
buildings to apply the learn-
ing to their individual school 

districts.
“One of the goals is for the 

team to spread their learning 
throughout their district,” Gus-
tafson continued. “The educa-
tors are asked to try problem-
based tasks and meaningful 
distributed practice with their 
students as tools to use in ad-
vancing the idea of teaching 
math for understanding.” 

“Teaching for Math Under-
standing integrates well with 
the Iowa Core Curriculum,” he 
continued. “This is the Core, 
not a separate initiative.”

“Teaching for Math Under-
standing is very much about 
student thinking: initiating, 
nurturing, developing, assess-
ing and marveling at student 
thinking,” he concluded.

To learn more about Teach-
ing for Math Understanding 
– Secondary, contact a Grant 
Wood AEA math consultant at 
(319) 399-6700 or 1-800-332-
8488.

Educators join GWAEA Curriculum Consultant Mike Bevelacqua during a Teaching for Math Understanding- 
Secondary session held on April 14.
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The Workplace Learning 
Connection (WLC) is planning 
on a dynamic and event-filled 
school year providing oppor-
tunities to explore careers and 
learn about the ever-evolving 
needs of employers in the 
world of work for students, 
educators and school staff 
in Area 10.  Here’s a list of 
programs and a timeline for 
school requests for the 2009-
2010 school year.

The Internship/Practicum 
program is a fantastic way for 
motivated high school students 
to get an in-depth, hands-on 
experience in a career field.  
Students who complete an 
internship or practicum gain 
valuable work experience, 
are able to see the relevance 
of high school curricula as it 
applies to the world of work, 
can build a network of contacts 
for future employment and 

Career exploration opportunities for students in 2009-2010 school year
have a valuable experience to 
cite on college, scholarship 
and job applications.  Many 
interns receive post-secondary 
scholarship monies due to their 

intern experience and some 
have turned their internship 
experience into a job at the 
same company.

The WLC Job Shadow 
program is geared toward high 
school students who can pro-
vide their own transportation 
to a one-day, off-campus ex-

perience with local employers.  
Students chose from a wide 
variety of careers to shadow.  
During the shadow, a student 

can expect to learn about the 
steps needed after high school 
to get into the career, get some 
insight on the day-in-a-life of 
a professional, and ask any 
questions they may have about 
a particular job.  The WLC 
scheduled student presenta-
tions at Area 10 high schools 

in August and September.  
The deadline for student 
job shadow applications is 
September 25, 2009.  Contact 

WLC if your school still needs 
a presentation.

In addition to internships 
and job shadows, the WLC 
offers a variety of Events for 
teachers to take advantage of, 
ranging from classroom speak-
ers, worksite tours, career 
fairs and speaker days for high 

school and middle school, to 
fun elementary school pro-
grams such as Tools of the 
Trade, Awesome Uniforms and 
Careers On Wheels.  Go to 
http://www.kirkwood.edu/
pdf/uploaded/860/request_
for_tour-speaker_2009.pdf 
to see deadlines for requesting 
events.  

Each year, the Workplace 
Learning Connection works 
with dozens of teachers and 
administrators and thousands 
of Area 10 students.  Contact 
the WLC today at (319) 398-
1040 or e-mail a staff member 
(nyoung@kirkwood.edu) or 
log on to www.workplace-
learning.org to learn how  
you can incorporate work-
based career education into 
your curricula.

Internship / Practicum Program 
Area Deadline for Application
Benton County – Term 2 Sept. 25, 2009
Cedar County – Spring ‘10 Nov. 6.2009
Johnson, Washington, Iowa Counties –  
Winter / Spring ‘10 Nov. 14, 2009
Linn County – Winter/Spring ‘10 Nov. 20, 2009
Jones County – Spring ‘10 Nov. 20, 2009

A new bookmark could be your link to 
a professional development opportunity.

The Professional Development for 
Iowa School Leaders Web site,  
http://iowaschoolleadership.org, has a 
new bookmark that can serve as an ever-
present reminder of the Web site that 
could link you to new professional devel-
opment. The bookmark will be available 
at major state professional development 
activities.

Finding professional development is 
also aided by expanded menu options on 
the site. In addition to the original alpha-
betical listing, the site also offers a listing 
of opportunities by intended audience and 
a listing by the school leader standard ad-
dressed by each offering. All three search 
methods are available in a tabbed menu in 
the right sidebar of each page.

In addition, Iowa school leaders may 
subscribe to notifications of new profes-
sional development opportunities in one 
of three ways: via Facebook, Twitter, or 
a traditional e-mailing list. All methods 
will help leaders stay abreast of the latest 
professional development posted on the 
site. Sign-up is available on virtually any 

Mark your place in  
Professional Development

page on the site, below the menus in the 
right column.

The site also features a calendar of  
professional development opportunities, as 
well as other education-related conferences 
and events.

The Professional Development for Iowa 
School Leaders Web site offers a one-stop 
resource to locate professional development 
available from some of Iowa’s foremost 
providers.

Nine Iowa organizations are charter 
members of the project and are posting 
professional development opportunities that 
they sponsor. The partners are Area Educa-
tion Agencies (AEA), Iowa Association 
for Supervision and Curriculum Develop-
ment (IASCD), Iowa Association of School 
Boards (IASB) Iowa Association of School 
Business Officials (IASBO), Iowa Council 
of Administrators of Special Education 
(ICASE), Iowa Department of Education 
(DE), Iowa Leadership Academy (ILA), 
Iowa Superintendents Finance and Lead-
ership Consortium (ISFLC) and School 
Administrators of Iowa (SAI). Other groups 
may be added in the future.

Grant Wood 
AEA’s Critical 
Incident Stress 
Management 
Team

The Grant Wood AEA 
Critical incident Stress 
Management Team 
(CiSM) provides assis-
tance to local schools in 
times of crisis or traumatic 
events, and helps schools 
plan for such events using 
the district’s crisis man-
agement structure already 
in place.
To request support from 
the Grant Wood AEA CISM 
Team:
◗ School administrators 

or school personnel 
responsible for crisis 
management should 
call the Grant Wood 
AeA switchboard at 
(3�9) 399-6700 or  
�-800-332-8488. After 
hours please call (3�9) 
350-2667.

◗ Ask to speak with katy 
Lee, team coordinator 
with the Grant Wood 
AEA CISM Team, and 
indicate that you are 
calling about a critical 
incident in your school.  
if katy is not immedi-
ately available, you will 
be informed that a  
designated team  
member will return 
your call as soon as 
possible.  

How do I become a 
member of the Grant 
Wood AEA CISM Team?

Members of the Grant 
Wood AEA CISM Team 
are part of a voluntary 
partnership among Area 
10 schools, with links 
to local team and com-
munity groups. Active 
membership requires a 
personal commitment to 
training and ongoing skill 
enhancement. A steering 
committee reviews appli-
cations for membership. 

The Grant Wood AEA 
CISM Team is recognized 
as a registered CISM 
Team along with other  
local, national and  
international teams.

For additional informa-
tion, contact Katy Lee, 
Grant Wood AEA CISM 
Team Coordinator, (319) 
399-6436, or 1-800-332-
8488, e-mail to klee@
gwaea.org, or visit the 
Grant Wood AEA website 
at www.aea�0.k�2.ia.us.

Corridor STEM Initiative
Science • Technology • Engineering • Math

CSI presenters 
available to 
speak to your 
organization

The Corridor STEM  
Initiative has presenters 
available to speak to teach-
ers, administrators, school 
boards, parent-teacher 
groups or other civic or  
business organizations. 

CSI is a coalition of mem-
bers interested in building for 
the future by investing today 
in Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) education.

Those interested in 
scheduling a presentation 
should contact Jim Thorn-
ton, STEM program coor-
dinator, at (319) 373-1084, 
e-mail jdthornton1@msn.
com, or visit www.corridor-
stem.org.

Career Awareness Workshop 2009
The Workplace Learning Connection and Grant Wood AEA collaborated to present 

a Career Awareness Workshop for area educators June 23-25, 2009. The workshop was 
designed as a three-day career awareness learning opportunity for guidance counselors 
and middle, high school classroom teachers. Jerry Hintz (left), training coordinator, 
C.R. – I.C. Sheet Metal Local 263 J.A.T.C., presented information to participants  
about sheet metal apprenticeship opportunities.
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Open Minds, Open Doors – a STEM initiative
Conference scheduled Oct. 13, 2009

Open Minds, Open Doors is a half-day conference encour-
aging 6th-8th grade girls to pursue career fields with founda-
tions in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM). 
Career workshops and breakout sessions are conducted by 
professional women introducing girls to a variety of careers 
in the Cedar Rapids-Iowa City corridor.  

Open Minds, Open Doors is an initiative of Grant Wood 
AEA with support from the Cedar Rapids Branch of the 
American Association of University Women (AAUW) and 
Coe College. The half-day conference is held on the Coe  
College campus. Attendance at the conference has grown 
from 67 girls in 1996 to 492 in 2008. 

Registration information will be sent to schools during 
September. For more information about Open Minds,  
Open Doors, please contact Susie Green, GWAEA student 
programs specialist, at (319) 399-6775, 1-800-798-9771,  
Ext. 6775 or sgreen@gwaea.org.

Give us a call
The Parent Educator 

Partnership (PEP) Resource 
Library has books, videos, 
DVDs, magazines, and hand-
outs on a variety of specific 
disabilities and disability top-
ics for parents and educators. 
The library also includes a 
children’s section with books 
and a few videos where the 
topic of the story is about dis-
ability, the main character has 
a disability, or the resource is 
information on a specific dis-
ability. 

The PEP Library also con-
tains books, videos, and DVDs 
on parenting any child. Typical 
parenting topics such as  
normal growth and develop-
ment timelines, discipline, 
divorce/stepparenting, sibling 
relationships, and the most 

requested parenting topic-get-
ting kids to do homework-are 
available.

Here is a sample of materi-
als that can be found in the 
PEP Library:
Book

“The ABC’s of Bullying 
Prevention-A Comprehensive 
Schoolwide Approach” by 
Kenneth Shore

“The Survival Guide for 
Kids with ADD or ADHD” by 
John F. Taylor

“Asperger’s…What Does It 
Mean To Me: A Workbook Ex-
plaining Self-Awareness and 
Life Lessons to the Child or 
Youth with High Functioning 
Autism or Aspergers”
Book/Manual

“Full Life Ahead: A Work-
shop and Guide to Adult Life 
for Students and Families of 
Students with Disabilities-De-
veloped and written by Parents 
for Parents and Students” br 
Judy Barclay and Jan Cobb
DVD

“I’m Tyler-An Introduction 
to Ability Awareness”

“Through the Same Door-
Inclusion Includes College”

The PEP Resource Library

The Parent Educator 
Connection  

State Conference 
Nov. 9-10, 2009

Ames  
This year’s speakers will 

address children from birth to 
�0 years old.

For more information, 
scholarships, and registration 
forms, visit the PEP sec-
tion of the Grant Wood AEA 
website at www.gwaea.org, 
click on Services or under 
Programs and Services click 
on the letter “P” to find the 
Parent educator Partnership 
Program (PEP). Or, call (319) 
399-6702. 
 

Free Family 
Fun Days at the 
Cedar Rapids 
Museum of Art

norman rockwell’s  
illustrations will be the focus 
Saturday, September 26, 
��:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

The next FFD will be 
held Saturday, January 23, 
2010, where works from our 
most recent acquisition, the 
very modern Vogel Collec-
tion, will be featured and 
explored.

Come see what you can 
do. Plan to use our exhibi-
tions as part of your lesson 
plan. it is easy and fun to 
find support for your class-
room activities with a trip to 
the Museum. Ask your Mu-
seum educator or docent for 
specific methods to connect 
your students.

CrMA now features a 
dedicated gallery to the 
works of Grant Wood.  Art 
in roman life and works 
by Mauricio lasansky can 
always be counted on to 
stimulate discussion. See 
selections of his work with 
every visit.

experience our shared 
community history through 
a visit to the Grant Wood 
Studio at 5 Turner Alley. 
Stand within his work of art 
- his home and studio where 
his most famous paintings 
were created. Open by ap-
pointment weekdays; open 
weekends noon - 4:00 
p.m. through December 31. 
School tours always wel-
come.

For more information,  
visit www.crma.org.

International poetry and art 
contest entries due Dec. 1

A joint initiative of AAUW, Coe College and Grant Wood AEA

Circle Of Care is a non-
profit organization comprised 
of parents, family members 
and professionals who share a 
common interest. The Circle of 
Care Mission is to 
educate families 
on the options for 
healthy living and 
well-being so they 
can make informed 
health care choices 
that positively im-
pact them today 
and in the future. 

The Circle of Care 2009 
Conference is planned on 
Saturday, Sept. 26, at the Kirk-
wood Center for Continuing 
Education, 7725 Kirkwood 

Circle of Care 2009 Conference, Sept. 26
“The Tipping Point: Where do we go from here?”

Blvd. SW, in Cedar Rapids. 
This year’s theme is, “The 
Tipping Point: Where do we 
go from here?” Why do we 
have 1 out of every 95 indi-

viduals diagnosed with auto-
immune dysfunction,  
mitochondrial disorders,  
seizures, diabetes, mental 
health disorders, digestive 
problems, cancer, learning dis-

abilities, Add/AdHd/Autism. 
Guest speakers will include 

Grace Percival, M.A., Boyd 
Haley, Ph.D., and Georgia Da-
vis, M.D. The conference reg-

istration fee is $40 
per person, which 
includes breakfast, 
lunch, and snacks 
throughout the day. 
CEUs are available 
for $15 paid by 
check the morning 
of the conference.

Online registra-
tion information is available at 
http://www.circleofcareeci.
org. For questions, call (319) 
431-9052.

“You Make It So Hard To Be 
Your Friend” - Richard Lavoie
VHS

“Using Visual and Behav-
ioral Cues in the Home-Teach-
ing Functional Life Skills to 
Young Children with Autism 
and Other Significant Develop-
mental Disorders”
Check out the new PEP 
Resource Library Bibliography 
by going to:
❱ www.gwaea.org
❱ Click on Services A-Z
❱ Click on letter P
❱ Click on Parent Educator 

Partnership
❱ Click on PEP Resource 

Library
❱ Read the PEP Library in-

formation on check out and 
delivery

❱ Click on the individual 
topics in the annotated 
bibliography.

(The PEP Resource Library 
does not have online checkout.)

To check out any of these 
or other materials or for more 
information, call Liz Hooley 
in the PEP Resource Library, 
(319) 399-6719 or lhooley@
gwaea.org.

Child Check 
screening schedule 
available online

The 2009-2010 Child Check  
Developmental Screening schedule 
is available on the Grant Wood AEA 
website at www.aea10.k12.ia.us/ 
divlearn/childcheck.html.

Early Childhood Institute 
held during summer 
2009

The Early Childhood Institute was 
held June 16-18 and 22-24, 2009. Grant 
Wood AEA offered seven Early Child-
hood classes focusing on AEA staff, 
LEA staff- preschool teachers, assistant 
teachers, administrators, and community 
partners who work with preschool-aged 
children. Grant Wood AEA staff served as 
instructors for the courses. More than 160 
individuals participated in these profes-
sional development offerings for early 
childhood staff.

Here, GWAEA Adapted PE Consultant 
Ann Griffin presents, “MOVE IT, MOVE 
IT! Engaging Young Children in Motor 
and Play Activities.”

Every 
year, River 
of Words® 
(ROW) 
conducts 
an inter-
national 

environmental poetry and art 
competition for youth aged 5 
to 19 in grades K-12, in affili-
ation with The Library of Con-
gress Center for the Book. This 
free contest is designed to help 
youth explore the natural and 
cultural history of the place 
they live, and to express what 
they discover through poetry 
and art. Iowa entries not cho-
sen as finalists or grand prize 
winners in the international 
contest are returned to IOWA-
TER, where they are judged 
in a statewide IOWA River of 
Words® Environmental Poetry 
and Art competition.

The IOWATER Volunteer 
Water Monitoring Program 
of the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources coordinates 
the IOWA River of Words® 
Environmental Poetry and 
Art competition. Over 530 
students from Iowa entered the 
2009 contest, either through 
their schools, community art 
centers, local libraries, or on 
their own. Because of the 
large number of quality Iowa 
entries, the Cedar Rapids 
Museum of Art generously of-
fered to host a juried River of 

Words® IOWA Environmental 
Poetry and Art Exhibit. Thirty-
seven works of poetry and art 
were selected to be included in 
this exhibit, held August 1-23, 
2009. Following its run in Ce-
dar Rapids, both the National 
Mississippi River Museum & 
Aquarium in Dubuque and the 
State Capitol Building in Des 
Moines signed on to host this 
traveling exhibit, which has 
been selected to be part of the 
Lt. Governor’s IOWA ARTIST 
SHOWCASE.

Entries must be sent by 
Dec. 1 to: 

River of Words
PO Box 4000-J  
Berkeley, CA  94704 USA 
(510) 548-POEM (7636) 
Fax: (510) 548-2095 
ROW returns Iowa’s entries 

to IOWATER in April for state 
competition. Iowa’s state win-
ners are chosen in May. 

For more information and 
entry forms, visit http://www. 
iowater.net/ and click on the 
River of Words logo, or contact:

Pat Lohmann 
IOWA River of Words  
Coordinator 
Iowa Dept. of Natural  
Resources 
109 Trowbridge Hall 
Iowa City, IA 52242-1319 
(319) 335-1593 
FAX: (319) 335-2754 
email: Pat.Lohmann@dnr.
iowa.gov
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9303-09-01 Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Certification Jones, Lewis, McSweeney 9/21/09 9/21/09 8 am-5 pm 
4328-09-01 Letís Talk About Adolescent Literature Kraus 9/21/09 10/19/09 4-7 pm R, D, M
3141-09-01 Art Studio: Colored Pencil Weekend Kellenberger 9/26/09 9/27/09 9 am-5 pm R, D, M
9479-09-01 Understanding Cultural Considerations of Culturally and  

Linguistically Diverse Students Tiemann 9/26/09 9/26/09 9 am-3 pm 
9191-09-01 IPI: A Process for Analyzing & Improving Student Engaged Learning Valentine 9/28/09 9/28/09 8:30 am-4 pm 
9485-09-01 Using Google Docs and Sites in Education Crozier 9/30/09 9/30/09 9 am-3:30 pm 
9472-09-01 Globalization and American Education Zhao 10/1/09 10/1/09 5-8 pm 
9817-09-01 Level I Investigator Training Greta 10/5/09 10/5/09 8 am-12 pm 
4343-09-02 Understanding & Supporting Grieving Children and Teens Klug 10/5/09 11/2/09 5:30-8:30 pm R
4274-09-03 Cognitive Strategies for High Functioning Autism & Asperger’s Disorders Sunner, Trier 10/6/09 12/8/09 9 am – 3 pm R, M, PR
9678-09-02 Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Re-Certification Jones, Lewis, McSweeney 10/6/09 10/6/09 8 am-12 pm 
940�-09-0� Cottage Acquisition Scales for Listening, Language and Speech in Classroom  

and Therapy Environments for Children Acquiring Spoken Language CASLLS Staff 10/7/09 10/7/09 8:30 am-4 pm 
9403-09-01 Identifying Strengths and Weaknesses Within the Brain Injured  

Student Population Cool 10/8/09 10/8/09 8:30-11:30 am 
9404-09-01 Implications for Modifications for Persons with Disabilities Dinges 10/15/09 10/15/09 12:30-4 pm 
9409-09-0� Mental Illness in the Classroom: When a Behavior is More than Just a “Behavior” Okiishi 10/20/09 10/20/09 8:30 am-4 pm 
4274-09-04 Cognitive Strategies for High Functioning Autism & Asperger’s Disorders Delsandro, Stangeland 10/21/09 11/18/09 5-8 pm R, M, PR
9071-09-01 Data Tools for Behavior Goals Stangeland 10/21/09 10/21/09 8:30 am-12:30 pm 
9410-09-01 Classroom Acoustics Wright 10/22/09 10/22/09 1-4 pm 
3058-09-02 Habits of Mind: Preparing Students for Success Williams 10/22/09 11/19/09 5:30-8:30 pm R, D, SAR
4082-09-01 Visual Supports for Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders Sunner, Trier 10/22/09 11/19/09 5-8 pm R, M, PR
9480-09-01 Developing Appropriate Instruction for English Language Learners Tiemann 10/24/09 10/24/09 9 am-3 pm 
9466-09-01 Aligning Early Childhood Assessment, Curriculum and Instruction Pretti-Frontezak 10/27/09 10/27/09 8:30 am-4 pm 
9478-09-01 Improving Student Achievement: The Administrator’s Role Thomson, Andres 10/27/09 10/28/09 8:30 am-4 pm 
9486-09-01 All Things Google Crozier 10/28/09 10/28/09 8:30 am-3:30 pm
9391-09-01 Tools for Writing: The Fusion and the Smart Pen Faley Smith 10/29/09 10/29/09 8:30-11 am 
4343-09-03 Understanding & Supporting Grieving Children and Teens Klug 10/31/09 11/7/09 8:30 am-4:30 pm R
9476-09-01 Redesigning High School Bramante 11/9/09 11/9/09 5-8 pm 
9268-09-01 Coaching in Complex Situations Thomson, Andres, Howe 11/10/09 11/10/09 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
9128-09-01 Coaching & Observation Strategies Thomson, Andres, Howe 11/11/09 11/12/09 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
9185-09-01 Section 504 Plans Beck 11/13/09 11/13/09 1-4 pm 
9415-09-01 Will RTI Help Us Teach Every Child To Read? Allington 11/13/09 11/13/09 8:30 am-4 pm 
9277-09-02 A Review of IEP Documentation and Processes for AEA and District Staff Beck 11/16/09 11/16/09 8 am-4:30 pm 
9185-09-02 Section 504 Plans Beck 11/17/09 11/17/09 8:30-11:30 am 
9050-09-01 Apple Technology Roundtable Sevett, Hayward 12/3/09 12/3/09 8:30-11:30 am 
4352-09-02 If They Only Knew: The Recursive Expertise Exchange Between  

Classroom Teachers and SLPs Whitney, Hays 12/4/09 12/5/09 8 am-4 pm R, M
9392-09-01 iMovie in the Classroom Sevett 12/11/09 12/11/09 8:30 am-4 pm 
9188-09-01 Fundamentals of Applied Behavior Analysis Stangeland 12/15/09 12/15/09 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
9431-09-01 Special Education Consideration for English Language Learners:  

Delivering a Continuum of Service Sanchez Lopez 12/16/09 12/16/09 8:30 am-4 pm 
4383-09-02 Implementing the Creative Curriculum for Preschool Reese, Lovik 1/8/10 3/5/10 8:30 am-3:30 pm R, D, M, PR
4253-09-02 Literacy 101 Feuerhelm, Peters 1/12/10 4/6/10 4:30-7:30 pm R, D, M, PR
9334-09-01 iLife 09 in the Classroom Sevett 1/19/10 1/19/10 8:30 am-4 pm 
4379-09-01 Literacy 201 Feuerhelm, Peters, Cassidy,  

  Graham, Brant 1/19/10 4/13/10 4:30-7:30 pm R, D, M, PR
9388-09-02 iTunes & iPods for Beginners Only Faley Smith 1/20/10 1/20/10 8:30-11 am 
9477-09-01 Technology and 21st Century Skills McLeod 1/28/10 1/28/10 5-8 pm 
4382-09-02 Using the Creative Curriculum Developmental Continuum Assessment System Reese, Lovik 1/29/10 4/16/10 8:30 am-3:30 pm R, D, M, PR
9303-09-02 Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Certification Jones, Lewis, McSweeney 2/1/10 2/1/10 8 am-5 pm 
9455-09-01 When Autism Gets TOO BIG! Dunn Buron 2/9/10 2/9/10 8:30 am-4 pm 
9460-09-01 FBA/BIP and Using Data to Drive Interventions Riffel 2/10/10 2/18/10 8:30 am-4 pm 
9129-09-01 Analyzing Student Work Thomson, Andres, Howe 2/24/10 2/25/10 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
9393-09-01 iWork in the Classroom Sevett 2/24/10 2/24/10 8:30 am-4 pm 
9389-09-02 Teacher Toolkit for High Incidence Struggling Students Faley Smith 3/3/10 3/3/10 8:30-11 am 
9461-09-01 Leading Groups: Effective Strategies for Building Professional Community Wellman 3/29/10 3/30/10 8:30 am-4 pm 
4082-09-02 Visual Supports for Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders Delsandro, Stangeland 3/31/10 5/5/10 5-8 pm R, M, PR
4274-09-05 Cognitive Strategies for High Functioning Autism & Asperger’s Disorders Sunner, Trier 4/1/10 5/6/10 5-8 pm R, M, PR
9678-09-03 Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Re-Certification-Autism Jones, Lewis, McSweeney 4/12/10 4/12/10 8 am-12:30 pm 
9678-09-04 Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Re-Certification Jones, Lewis, McSweeney 4/12/10 4/12/10 1-4:30 pm 
9462-09-01 Suicide Prevention/Intervention/Postvention Norton 4/12/10 4/12/10 8:30 am-4 pm 
9463-09-01 Formative Assessment Heritage 4/22/10 4/22/10 8:30 am-4 pm 

professionAl development
Grant Wood AEA Professional Development Courses
Complete course information including description, fees, and registration information can be accessed on our website, www.aea10.k12.ia.us.   
Courses may be cancelled if minimum enrollments are not met.  Register early to avoid class closings or cancellations. 

Sherry Sines  
 Professional development  
 Coordinator
 (319) 399-6517  
 1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6517
 ssines@aea10.k12.ia.us
Tammy Carolan 
 Secretary/Registrar
 (319) 399-6771  
 1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6771
  tcarolan@aea10.k12.ia.us
Connie Russell  
 Secretary/Registrar
 (319) 399-6767  
 1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6767
 crussell@aea10.k12.ia.us

Refund Policy:
Registration and material 

fees are refundable up to one 
week prior to the start of the 
course or workshop. A $10 
administrative fee will be 
retained. In an emergency 
situation, which necessitates 
dropping a class less than 
one week prior or after it has 
started, it is the discretion of 
the Professional development 
Coordinator to approve a re-
fund or credit voucher for an-
other class. All refund requests 
must be submitted in writing to 
the Professional development  
Office within two weeks of the  
class conclusion. Failure to 
officially withdraw from a 
course will be treated as non-
attendance and a failing grade 
will be assigned.

nUM. TiTLE inSTRUCTOR(S) BEGin  EnD TiME  CREDiT

Credit types: R  – Renewal
D – Drake Graduate

M – Morningside Graduate
P	 –	 Paraeducator	Certification

SA – Substitute Authorization
SAR – Substitute Authorization Renewal

PR	 –	 Paraeducator	Certification	Renewal

Contacts

Grant Wood Area  

education Agency

professional development

Quick reference

www.aea10.k12.ia.us
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Visit the Professional 
Development section 
of the Grant Wood 
AeA website for  
information on the  
following.

Did you know  
you can…
û register for  

professional  
development 
courses and  
workshops

û view your  
transcript

û view your class 
registrations 
(dates, times  
and location)

…online?

Here’s how:
www.aea�0.k�2.ia.us

Click on the link 
“Professional  
Development”

Click on  
“Registration  
Procedures”

Click on  
“Electronic  
Registration”  
and log in

need more  
information? Call  
the Grant Wood AEA 
Professional Devel-
opment Program 
at 1-800-798-9771, 
Ext. 6771, (319) 
399-6771, or TDD 
(3�9) 399-6766.

e-mail ________________________________________________________________________

School District / Agency ___________________________________________________________

Building _______________________________________________________________________

Position _______________________________________________________________________

Work Phone ____________________________________________________________________(                    )

Take Your Teaching to the Next Level

For more information contact Dawn Behan, Ph.D., Education Graduate Program Director
319-363-8213 ext. 1217  or  gradprograms@mtmercy.edu

mtmercy.edu/graduate

INFORMATION SESSION
October 29 ¥ 5:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Please RSVP to 319-363-8213 ext. 1864 
or e-mail gradprograms@mtmercy.edu

Earn your Masters degree in 
Reading and Special Education!

Coe College – Master of Arts in Teaching
High quality, practical, convenient

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CLASSES FOR TEACHERS
Each seminar is available for 1 or 2 semester hours of graduate credit

Excellent choices for license renewal credit

Fall 2009 1) Race, Ethnicity, and Immigration in U.S. 2) Teaching Mass Terrorism 
Spring 2010 1) We have ways of making you talk (for apprehensive and non-native speakers)
 2) Critical Pedagogy (How do we learn best?)
Summer 2010 1) Human Sexuality 2) Social Issues Affecting Students
Fall 2010 1) Culture through Literature 2) Service Learning: Theory, History …
Spring 2011 1) Buccaneers, Pirates and Smugglers – Birth of American Democracy
 2) Social Psychology in Teaching

For more detail, see http://www.coe.edu/academics/mat/mat_seminars 
Fall, Spring – classes meet weekly for 5 weeks, about 3 hour classes

Summer – typically meet for 1 week in late July
Call or write for more information

Simple application process for teachers who want occasional classes
Betsy Kigin, 319-399-8575, bkigin@coe.edu, 1220 First Avenue, Cedar Rapids, IA  52402

http://www.coe.edu/academics/MAT

Teaching is your life work.  You want to be the best teacher possible.
When it comes to your graduate study, you owe it to yourself:

Coe College – Master of Arts in Teaching
High quality, practical, convenient

Full MAT program (30 semester hours)  
and professional development seminar classes

Professional development opportunities that are …
•  Practical – useful in your classroom and school
•  Taught by caring, competent professors
•  Offered in small, personal classes
•  Thoughtful, excellent, integrated

  

name  __________________________________________________________ 

Address  ________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________ 

Use Grant Wood AEA van mail address if you have one. _______________

Effective April 1988, all teachers and administrators submitting for relicensing must supply proof of courses completed upon 
application. The Bureau of Teacher licensure will not accept records from the AeA or the applicant prior to formal application 
for renewal. You must send the original copy of your transcript. 

Driver’s license # ________________________________________________

last course:  Month ______________________________________________

Year __________________________________________________________

Course Title ____________________________________________________

To obtain a transcript of all courses completed through Grant Wood AEA, complete this form and 
send it along with your van mail address: Professional Development Program, Grant Wood AEA, 
4401 Sixth Street, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404-4499

TR
AN

SC
RI

PT
 R

EQ
UE

ST
 F

OR
M

Call or write for more information
Betsy Kigin, 319-399-8575, bkigin@coe.edu 
1220 First Avenue, Cedar Rapids, IA  52402
http://www.coe.edu/academics/MAT
New students may begin Fall, Spring or Summer terms

1

2

3
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The Grant Wood AEA  
Media Center provides a  
variety of materials in various 
formats to support the learning 
process, and our goal is to  
assist you with the educational 
process.  For over 40 years, we 
have provided quality service 
and materials to educators in 
Area 10.  Our commitment to 
service continues.  
Support for Instruction

Materials in the Media 
Center provide support for a 
variety of initiatives.  
Iowa Core Curriculum

We support the Iowa Core 
Curriculum by providing ma-
terials to supplement the five 
curriculum areas of Literacy, 
Math, Science, Social Studies, 
and 21st Century Skills  
for grades K-12. We support 
global citizenship, rigor,  
relevance and inquiry.
Differentiated Instruction

We provide materials to 
support Differentiated Instruc-
tion at all levels. Differenti-
ated Instruction is actively 
planning varied approaches to 
student learning, rather than a 
standardized approach for all 
learners.
Co-Teaching

We provide materials to 
support Co-Teaching at all 

levels including the para-
professional. Co-Teaching is 
a service delivery model in 
which two (or more) educators 
share instruction and account-
ability for a group of students 
for specific content.
Leveled Reading

We provide materials to 
support Leveled Reading for 
K- 9, which allows teachers to 
use a more personalized ap-
proach in teaching reading. It 
uses various assessment tools 
to determine how well the 
student reads and then matches 
the student with books that are 
challenging enough for them to 
make progress in their reading.
Web 2.0

We provide Web 2.0 tech-
nologies with the Iowa AEA 
Online Resources as well as 
resources purchased specifi-
cally for Grant Wood AEA dis-
tricts. We have DE Streaming 
incorporated into our GWAEA 
Media Center online catalog 
and provide an RSS (Really 
Simple Syndication) feed for 
receiving information on the 
newest items added to our 
collections. We also provide 
digital audio books and  
electronic books for students 
and for professional learning.

For assistance with materi-
als on any of these initiatives 
contact Melva Starr, at 1-800-
332-8488, Ext. 6454, (319) 
399-6454 or mstarr@gwaea.org

The Collections 
Grant Wood AEA Media 

Center’s Collections provide 
Area 10 educators with a va-
riety of materials to enhance 
student instruction. Selected by 
professionals each collection 
contains materials that support 
critical thinking, problem solv-
ing, collaboration, effective 
oral and written communica-
tion, and data collection and 
analysis.  
Assistive Technology

This is a collection of mate-
rials selected to assist students 
in a variety of ways.  Materials 
are checked out for 20 days 
and may be reserved for spe-
cific dates.
Boxed Books/Multiples/ 
Guided Reading

This collection supports 
Leveled reading, and other 
reading initiatives.  Boxed 
books are sets of different 
titles on a variety of topics, 
Multiples are classroom sets 
of the same title and Guided 
reading contains leveled sets 
of six copies of six titles.  Ma-
terials are checked out for 20 

days and may be reserved for 
specific dates.
Classroom Collection

The Classroom Collection 
is a collection of curriculum-
related resources for teachers 
to use in the classroom to meet 
individual needs of students. 
Materials are checked out for 
10 days.  This is a browsing 
collection and materials are 
placed on hold.  
DVD & Video Collection

This is a collection of in-
structional materials in both 
DVD and video format.  DVDs 
often have enhanced features 
on the program.. Materials 
are checked out for three or six 
days and may be reserved for 
specific dates.
Professional Collection

An integrated collection of 
print and nonprint materials, 
the professional collection 
contains the latest materials on 
topics pertinent to the educa-
tional professional. Materials 
are checked out for 10 days. 
This is a browsing collection 
and materials are placed on 
hold.   
Student Book Collection

A collection of books for 
students that is a source of cur-
riculum support.  Many titles 
support the VAST curriculum. 

Materials are checked out for 
20 days and may be reserved 
for specific dates.  

To order materials from any 
of these collections:  1-800-
642-4107 or (319) 399-6754.

For professional assistance: 
Melva Starr at 1-800-332-8488 
ext. 6454 or (319) 399-6454 or 
mstarr@gwaea.org or Char-
lotte Haddy at 1-800-332-8488 
ext. 6750 or (319) 399-6750 or 
chaddy@gwaea.org

All of our collections 
are available online at http:
medten.aea10.k12.ia.us/Media/

New materials are added on 
a weekly basis and are avail-
able 24/7.  

Other Services
GWAEA Van Delivery

Schools in Area 10 receive 
twice a week van delivery 
during the school year.  The 
Cedar Rapids district provides 
delivery to its schools on a 
daily basis.

Some things to remember:
◗ Schools receive delivery 

on Monday & Thursday or 
Tuesday & Friday.

◗ School records due to confi-
dentiality should always be 
sent through the US mail.  

◗ Inservice days are consid-
ered as delivery days.

For information on the 
Grant Wood AEA van delivery, 
contact Charlotte Haddy at 
1-800-332-8488 Ext. 6750 or 
(319) 399-6750 or chaddy@
gwaea.org.
Media Center Hours
School year hours
7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
August – June*   
*School year hours run from the middle 
of August through the middle of June.

Summer hours
7:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
June – August*
*Summer hours from the middle of 
June through the middle of August.

How to reach us
◗ Scheduling and Customer 

service  
1-800-642-4107  
or (319) 399-6754

◗ Online resources – general 
assistance  
1-800-642-4107  
or (319) 399-6754

◗ Online resources – product 
demonstration  
1-800-332-8488  
or (319) 399-6455

◗ Collection assistance 
1-800-332-8488  
or (319) 399-6454

◗ Van delivery  
1-800-332-8488  
or (319) 399-6750
Check us out today!
 

Grant Wood AEA Media Center offers educational resources for students and teachers

Iowa AEA Online resources:
AccuWeather provides current weather in-
formation to enhance science curriculum for 
projects, research, and presentations.
AP Images is the database of the Associated 
Press Archives offering teachers and students 
access to AP articles, audio clips, charts, 
graphs, tables, maps, and photos from the 
1840s to moments ago.
Atomic Learning is an electronic help desk 
and training system for computer applications. 
New for 2009-2010 - Assistive Technology 
Collection focused on helping educators, 
students and parents use and apply assistive 
technology.

iCLIPART for SCHOOLS is new for 
2009-2010 and is a collection of more than 
7.8 million photos, clipart, fonts, animations, 
sounds, and HD video backgrounds.
DE streaming is a web-based digital video  
delivery system from Discovery Education, 
which provides more than 6,600 full-length 
videos and more than 68,000 video clips search-
able by keyword, subject area and grade level. 
New for 2009-2010 - Games, skill builders, 
math tutorials, and more. 

EBSCO is the largest school subscription agen-
cy of full-text periodicals, newspapers and 
reference tools for elementary, middle, and 
high school students, and offering teachers 
access to more than 500 education journals.

Learn360 is new for 2009-2010 and is a 
web-based digital delivery system for streaming 
and downloading full videos, video clips, im-
ages, audio, digital files, and podcasts.
SIRS Issues Researcher offers thousands 
of relevant full-text articles and analysis on 
today’s social, scientific, health, historic, 
economic, political, and global issues. New 
for 2009-2010 - New interface and expanded 
coverage.
World Book Web includes continuously 
updated articles from the 22-volume print 
set plus thousands of additional articles, 
pictures, maps, videos, animations, primary 
source documents and links to other websites. 
New for 2009-2010 - French and Spanish 
encyclopedias, World Book Discover for dif-
ferentiated instruction, and three new World 
Book Digital Libraries.

Grant Wood AEA resources:
Art Museum Image Gallery is new 

for 2009-2010 and is an online collection of 
high-quality, digital documentation of works 
of art from around the world. The Art Museum 
Image Gallery documents over 155,000 works 
of art.
netTrekker is an educational search tool that 
delivers digital content to classrooms in K-12 
schools.  Content is organized by grade and 
reading level to support lessons and motivate 
learning.  
soundzabound provides a variety of royalty 
free music that may be used for educational 
purposes. A variety of links to copyright infor-
mation and websites are provided within the 
site. New for 2009-2010 – Volume 6, Global 
Bands & Artists.   

Teen Health & Wellness is new for 
2009-2010 and provides students in grades 
7-12 with curricular  support and self-help 
on topics such as diseases and conditions (in-
cluding a new section on obesity), drugs and 
alcohol, green/environmentally-friendly living, 
internet safety, bullying and school violence, 
and more. 

Teen Health & Wellness content is spe-
cifically for students in grades 7 through 12.  
This resource is being provided by Grant Wood 
AEA to schools that include those grade levels.  
Please note that there are some exceptions. If 
you have User Ids and/or IP authentication 
that works in buildings for students in grades 
7-12, and younger students also use the same 
authentication method, those younger students 
will have access.  However, the suggested level 
for use is grade 7 and above.

Grant Wood AEA Media Center supports 
the content standards for the Iowa Core Cur-
riculum by bringing a wealth of information to 
teachers and students. These online resources 
offer students and teachers carefully selected 
resources to enhance classroom learning, 
featuring content that is continuously updated, 
often within hours of an event

For password assistance, curriculum  
integration assistance or product demon-
strations for the Grant Wood AEA Online  
Resources refer  to the directory at :  
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/media/electronic.html

Iowa AEA Online
Iowa AEA Online is a statewide collaborative project that provides no-cost access to 

high-quality, web-based resources for all Iowa students and teachers.  Iowa AEA Online  
is funded by Iowa’s Area Education Agencies. For more information about Iowa AEA  
Online, contact your school’s teacher librarian, an AEA technology consultant, or visit 
www.iowaaeaonline.org.

Grant Wood AEA  
Online Resources

Grant Wood AEA Media Center provides Art Museum Image Gallery, netTrekker,  
soundzabound, and Teen Health & Wellness online resources in addition to the Iowa AEA 
Online Resources to accredited K-12 schools in the Grant Wood AEA service area.  

What can the Grant Wood AEA Media Center do for you today?

New online resources and additions to existing resources are being provided by the Grant Wood AEA Media Center for the 2009-2010 school year.
The Media Center provides funding for the statewide purchase of the Iowa AEA Online Resources as well as providing funding for additional online resources for the schools in the Grant Wood AEA service area.
These electronic, across-the-curriculum resources allow all schools, to offer a “library without walls” that is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week, from any Internet-accessible computer. 

www.iowaaeaonline.org www.aea10.k12.ia.us/media/electronic.html
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Academic Achievement
The Global Achievement.
Tony Wagner.  Basic Books, 2008.  R 
370.9 WAG  (182650)
Administration/Management
Powerful partnerships: a handbook 
for principals mentoring assistant 
principals.
Gary Bloom and Martin L. Krovetz.  
Corwin Press, 2009.  R 371.2012 BLO  
(181602)
Writing year-end teacher improve-
ment plans-right now!!: the princi-
pal’s time-saving reference guide.
Cornelius L. Barker and Claudette J. 
Searchwell.  Corwin Press, 2009.  R 
371.144 BAR  (181597)
Assessment
Ahead of the curve: the power of as-
sessment to transform teaching and 
learning.
Solution Tree, 2007.  R 371.26 AHE  
(181711)
How to give effective feedback to 
your students.
Susan M. Brookhart.  ASCD, 2008.  R 
371.1022 BRO  (181633)
Behavioral Issues/Discipline/Student 
Issues
Preventing discipline problems: pro-
active strategies for classroom.
Teaching Strategies, 2009.  R 371.5 
PRE  (181600)
Reframing discipline: real strategies 
for guiding children’s behavior.
Teaching Strategies, 2009.  R 649.64 
REF  (181168)
Seeing young children: a guide to 
observing and recording behavior.
Warren R. Bentzen.  Thomson Del-
mar Learning, 2009.  R 155.4 BEN  
(181823)

Curriculum and Instructional 
Strategies
Aligning standards and curriculum 
for classroom success.
Daniel M. Perna and James R. Davis.  
Corwin Press, 2007.  R 375.001 PER  
(181435)
Effective whole group structures 
and strategies.
Bureau of Education and Research, 
2008.  R 371.9 EFF  (181399)
Using tiered assignments and flex-
ible grouping to meet students’ 
learning needs.
Bureau of Education and Research, 
2008.  R 371.394 USI  (181398)
Early Childhood Education
Building blocks for teaching pre-
schoolers with special needs.
Susan Rebecka Sandall and others.  
Brookes, 2008.  R 371.9046 SAN  
(181627)
Intellectual development: connect-
ing science and practice in early 
childhood settings.
Redleaf Press, 2009.  R 372.21 INT  
(181802)
General
Achieving educational standards us-
ing the Big6.
Janet R. Murray.  Linworth, 2008.  R 
379.1 MUR  (181698)
The Collaboration handbook.
Toni Buzzeo.  Linworth, 2008.  R 
027.809 BUZ  (181712)
Educating the whole child.
John L. Brown.  ASCD, 2008.  R 
375.001 BRO  (181416)
The Extreme searcher’s Internet 
handbook: a guide for the serious 
searcher.
Randolph Hock. CyberAge Books, 
2007.  R 025.524 HOC  (181809)

Finding funding: grantwriting 
from start to finish, including proj-
ect management and Internet use.
Ernest W. Brewer and Charles M. 
Achilles.  Corwin Press, 2008.  R 
379.1 BRE  (181826)
From standards to rubrics in 6 
steps: tools for assessing student 
learning, K-8.
Kay Burke.  Corwin Press, 2006.  R 
372.126 BUR  (181821)
Never work harder than your stu-
dents and other principles of great 
teaching.
Robyn Renee Jackson.  ASCD, 2008.  
R 371.102 JAC  (181824)
Play power: strategies to support 
learning through play.
Teaching Strategies, 2009.  R 372.19 
PLA  (181767)
Student transitions from middle 
to high school: improving achieve-
ment and creating a safer environ-
ment.
J. Allen Queen.  Eye on Education, 
2002.  R 373.121 QUE  (181609)
Survival kit for new secondary 
teachers: empowering educators 
for classroom succsss.
Emma S. McDonald and Dyan M. 
Hershman.  Inspiring Teachers, 2007.  
R 373.11 MCD  (181793)
Survival kit for new teachers: em-
powering beginning educators for 
classroom success.
Dyan M. Hershman and Emma S. 
McDonald.  Inspiring Teachers, 
2007.  R 373.11 HER  (181792)
Teaching the digital generation: no 
more cookie-cutter high schools.
Frank S. Kelly and others.  Cor-
win Press, 2009.  R 373.11 KEL  
(181596)

Write grants, get money.
Cynthia Anderson and Kathi Knop.  
Linworth, 2008.  R 025.11 AND  
(181708)
Language Arts
Content-area writing: every teach-
er’s guide.
Harvey Daniels and others.  Heine-
mann, 2007.  R 808.042 DAN  
(181614)
Using picture books to teach writing 
with the traits, grades K-2: an an-
notated bibliography of more than 
150 mentor texts with teacher-tested 
lessons.
Ruth Culham and Raymond Coutu.  
Scholastic, 2008.  R 372.623 CUL  
(181420)
Learning Strategies
Problem-based learning: an inquiry 
approach.
John Barell.  Corwin Press, 2007.  R 
371.39 BAR  (181699)
Strategies for teaching boys and 
girls, elementary level: a workbook 
for educators.
Michael Gurian and others. Jossey-
Bass, 2008.  R 370.15 GUR  (181816)
Strategies for teaching boys and 
girls, secondary level: a workbook 
for educators.
Michael Gurian and others.  Jossey-
Bass, 2008.  R 370.15 GUR  (181817)
Using humor to maximize learning: 
the links between positive emotions 
and education.
Mary Kay Morrison.  Rowmand and 
Littlefield, 2008.  R 370.15 MOR  
(181428)
Reading
Adolescent literacy.
Sue Beers.  ASCD, 2008.  R 428.4 
BEE  (181438)

New Materials in the Professional Library
Building literacy connections with 
graphic novels: page by page, panel 
by panel.
NCTE, 2007.  R 428.4 BUI  (181706)
Comprehension connections: bridg-
es to strategic reading.
Tanny McGregor.  Heinemann, 2007.  
R 372.47 MCG  (181617)
Connecting boys with books 2: clos-
ing the reading gap.
Michael Sullivan.  ALA, 2009.  R 
028.5 SUL  (181799)
A Teacher’s guide to multisensory 
learning: improving literacy by en-
gaging the senses.
Lawrence Baines.  ASCD, 2008.  R 
371.3 BAI  (181418)
Vocabulary handbook.
Linda Diamond and Linda Gutlohn.  
Brookes, 2006.  R 372.44 DIA  
(181701)
Science
Inquire within: implementing in-
quiry-based science standards in 
grades 3-8.
Douglas Llewellyn.  Corwin Press, 
2007.  R 507.1 LLE  (181432)
The Science quest: using inquiry/
discovery to enhance student learn-
ing, grades 7-12.
Frank X. Sutman and others.  Jossey-
Bass, 2008.  R 507.12 SUT  (181700)
Special Needs and Challenges
The Asperger’s answer book: pro-
fessional answers to 275 of the top 
questions parents ask.
Susan Ashley.  Sourcebooks Trade, 
2007.  R 618.92 ASH  (181425)

Student Book 
Collection

The K-12 Student Book 
collection in the Grant 
Wood AEA Media Center 
is now available for cir-
culation. When the Media 
Center relocated due to the 
flood, there was limited 
space for shelving and the 
decision was made to keep 
the student books boxed. 

This collection un-
derwent a major change 
during its year of non-cir-
culation. Clients may now 
order books from this col-
lection and reserve them 
for specific dates. If you 
are used to ordering Boxed 
Books, Multiples, or 
Guided Reading sets you 
know that you can request 
them for specific dates and 
the dates desired are con-
firmed. You may now or-
der the K-12 Student Book 
collection using the same 
procedure. Each book 
you order for a specific 
date will be confirmed for 
you. We are hopeful this 
will make your classroom 
planning easier. The length 
of loan for the K-12 Stu-
dent Books will remain 20 
days. Each book will come 
with a label on it indicat-
ing when it was shipped 
and when it is due back. 
Books may be extended or 
double booked depending 
on your need.

You may access materi-
als in the following ways:
❱ On-line at http://me-

dia2.aea10.k12.ia.us
❱ Phone – (319) 399-6754 

or 1-800-642-4107
We welcome feedback 

from our clients regard-
ing this new change. 
For questions about this 
change or to share feed-
back, contact Melva Starr 
in the Grant Wood AEA 
Media Center, (319) 399-
6454 or 1-800-332-8488, 
Ext. 6454 or mstarr@
gwaea.org. 

Grant Wood AEA Media Podcasts

Google Docs
docs.google.com

Google Docs is an online ap-
plication built by Google that 
allows you and your students to 
collaborate on word processing 
documents, spreadsheets, and 
presentations. Students can work 
together editing all of these dif-
ferent types of files live anytime 
and anywhere. Google stores all 
of the documents online to pro-
vide ease of accessibility.

Google Docs will also allow 
you and your students to build 
surveys, quizzes, and other data 
collection using “forms.” Google 
Docs offers a free survey instru-
ment. Once completing a Google 
Docs Form, data will auto-
matically be entered in a Google 
Spreadsheet for analyzing and 
interpretation.
Google Sites
www.google.com/Sites

Google Sites is another 
Google app that allows you to 
build your own classroom web-
site. Google Sites allows you to 
invite other individuals as col-
laborators. Collaborators will be 

able to build and edit pages, re-
spond to discussions, and attach 
files for everyone in the group. 
Google Sites integrates all of the 
other Google apps (Google Docs, 
Maps, Photos, Calendar) into 
your site seamlessly. 

You can have your classroom 
website up and running within 
a couple of minutes. Share class 
documents, important dates, and 
much more with your classroom 
Google Site. If you don’t want 
your Google Site available to 
the whole world, no problem. 
Google Sites gives you total con-
trol over who can view, edit, and 
share your site. Parents, teachers, 
administration, and students will 
never miss an assignment, exam 
date, or spelling list ever again.

Want to know more about 
Google Docs or Google Sites? 
Attend a free workshop on  
Sept. 30, 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
at the Coralville Public Library, 
Coralville. Register online @ 
www.gwaea.org. Course number 
9486-09-01.

PBWorks (aka PBWiki)
www.pbworks.com

The major drawback of 
Google Sites is that each indi-
vidual you add as a collaborator 
needs to have a Google account, 
which will require an email ad-
dress. PBWorks has many of the 
same features of Google Sites 
except it allows educators to cre-
ate username and passwords for 
students without email accounts. 
PBWorks is a perfect solution 
for middle school and elemen-
tary students. 

PBWorks allows you to share 
documents, insert widgets, embed 
video, and also gives you full ac-
cess controls for your end users. 
PBWorks also integrates RSS 
features, tags, and custom CSS if 
you really want to totally change 
the look and feel of your site. 

Want to know more about 
PBWorks? Contact your local 
GWAEA technology consultant.

Remember, before imple-
menting any of these tools into 
your classroom, check with your 
schools technology director or 
building administrator about dis-
trict policies and procedures.

Technology Tools
by Andy Crozier, GWAEA Coordinator of Digital Learning

So you have started a new school year and you want to finally dive in to integrating 21st Century 
Skills into your classroom. If you are unsure where to start, let me help. In this edition of “Technology 
Tools,” we will explore the “Communication and Collaboration” strand of the Iowa Core Curriculum’s 
21st Century Skills. Here are three great tools you can use with your students.

Teachers, staff and students 
can save over 75% on 
academic software

Teachers, staff and students 
in Iowa schools are eligible for 
special pricing on software from 
Microsoft, Adobe, NUANCE, In-
spiration and others through an 
agreement between the Iowa 
Educators Consortium, the 
software publishers and Jour-
neyed. These products can be 
installed on a personal laptop 
or a home computer. For order-
ing information go to: www.
JourneyEd.com/SELECT

by Bob Furino
As digital audio and digital video have become much 

more commonplace on the Internet in recent years, a new ele-
ment of communication became available to educators.  This 
element is the Podcast, which got its name from a blend of 
the words iPod and broadcast.

The GWAEA Media Center 
has developed a collection of 

Podcasts aimed at raising aware-
ness of resources that are avail-

able, cost-free, to teacher librarians 
and other educators in the Grant 

Wood AEA service area.
As of mid-August, this collection 

consisted of 11 Podcasts. Ten of these 
are video Podcasts of presentations by 

Kay Rewerts, GWAEA technology consultant.
The one enhanced Podcast is the first in a series of 

GWAEA Media Book Talk Podcasts featuring books and 
sets of books available from the Media Center at Grant 
Wood AEA.  The presenter for this series is Melva Starr, 
GWAEA media specialist. 

The ease and portability of access through the use of 
iPods and similar hand-held devices, as well as the ability 
to watch and listen directly on your computer, have made 
Podcasting a very viable means of sharing information with 
educators, and of presenting information and new learning.

A link to a web page where all of these Podcasts may 
be accessed, and subscribed to, exists on the Instructional 
Media-School Technology page on the Grant Wood AEA 
website.  The URL is http://www.gwaea.org/media/mtin-
dex.html.

You can also subscribe to these Podcasts directly 
through iTunes or other Podcast applications.  Simply 
enter the URL below into the “Subscribe to Podcast” box 
under the Advanced menu in your iTunes application, or 
enter it into the appropriate location in any other podcast 
application you may be using: http://www.gwaea.org/
frombob/podcasts/mtpodcasts/instmedresc.xml 

If you wish to contact us with questions or requests for 
more information, please send an e-mail to Bob Furino at 
bfurino@gwaea.org, Debbie Crane at dcrane@gwaea.org, 
or Charlotte Haddy at chaddy@gwaea.org.




