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Educators participate in the Analyzing Student Work professional development sessions, Jan. 23-24, 2013 at Grant Wood AEA.

Conducting Research with Local 
Full-Release Mentoring Model

•	 We	have	two	graphic	designers	on	staff	
who	can	help	you	create	a	professional	
look	for	all	your	printed	and	electronic	
communication	adding	credibility	to	
your	message.

•	 The	printshop	has	three	high	speed	
printers	that	can	print	your	job	at	over	
100	impressions	per	minute...much	
faster	than	the	30	-	60	impressions	per	
minute	of	the	average	office	copier.

•	 At	40¢	per	foot	for	3	mil	lamination,	our	
cost	for	laminating	averages	50-80%	less	
than	other	sources.

•	 You	can	make	an	appointment	for	
groups	of	three	or	more	to	use	The	Work	
Center	after	hours.	Please	contact	Jayne	
Kamberling	at	319-399-6717.	We	do	
need	at	least	a	week’s	notice	so	that	staff	
schedules	can	be	adjusted.

•	 Posters	can	be	printed	and	laminated	
any	size	up	to	34”x96”.	Setup	costs	vary	
with	each	job	but	printing	costs	are	
$1.50	per	square	foot	and	the	34”	6	mil	
lamination	we	use	for	posters	runs	75¢	
per	foot.

•	 The	Work	Center	has	a	Varitronic’s	Design	
Center	available	for	your	use.	The	Design	
Center	makes	it	easy	for	you	to	create	
materials	for	your	classroom	that	are	
engaging	for	visual	learners,	type	Span-
ish	letters	and	characters	and	access	ad-
vanced	editing	tools	for	customization	
options;	personalizing	award	plaques,	
nametags,	stickers	and	signs.

Creative	Services	at	Grant	Wood	AEA	offers	you	quality,	cost	effective	solutions		
to	support	your	teaching	and	learning	needs.	Call	319-399-6740	or	email		
Tara	Johannsen	(tjohannsen@gwaea.org)	if	you	need	more	information	about		
what	we	can	do	for	you	or	if	you	would	like	to	stop	out	for	a	tour.

Creative	Services	at	Grant	Wood	AEA
Did you know...
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Grant Wood AEA, in partnership with the New Teacher Center (NTC), provides comprehensive 
professional development programs and supports for school leaders to build strong mentoring and 
induction systems and communities of practice.

In January 2013, the agency was named as an educational partner to receive an Investment in  
Innovation (i3) Validation grant from the U.S. Department of Education. 

This is the first time that any area education agency or school district in Iowa has received a com-
petitive i3 grant; it is intended to improve student achievement by accelerating the effectiveness of 
new teachers through a quality-mentoring program.   

Because this is a research project and is intended to demonstrate how the program helps with im-
proving teachers’ effectiveness and encourages them to stay in the teaching profession, there will be 
some districts who will continue with implementing a traditional mentoring program while others 
receive the full release mentors. In larger districts, some buildings may receive full release and in 
others, traditional mentoring may occur. That way, NTC will be able to document the results com-
paring the two mentoring systems side by side in our area. 

The ultimate long-term goal will be to continue to expand and scale this model to support all of 
our partnering districts, reflecting Grant Wood AEA’s mission: “To ensure success for all learners.”
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Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices,  educational programs and services,   
and does not discriminate on the basis of color,  gender,  race,  national origin,  religion,  creed,  age,  sexual orientation,  gender identity,  
marital status,  disability,  veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child has been discriminated 
against or treated unjustly,  please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator,  Maria Cashman,  at 319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488 or  
TDD 319-399-6766,  Grant Wood AEA,  4401 Sixth St SW,  Cedar Rapids,  IA 52404.

The  Linker is published quarterly for Area 10 educators by the Communications Office,  Grant Wood Area Education 
Agency,  (319) 399-6700 or 800-332-8488. Views expressed in The Linker are those of the authors and do not necessarily 
reflect Grant Wood AEA policy.  No permission is necessary to reproduce contents unless otherwise noted. 
Administrator:  Joe Crozier   •   Editor:  Valerie Taylor Hill   •   Layout/Design:  Lisa Twedt

Grant Wood Area Edu-
cation Agency has been 
named as an educational 
partner to receive a grant 
from the U.S. Department 
of Education, according to 
the agency’s Chief Admin-
istrator, Joe Crozier. This 
is the first time that any 
area education agency or 
school district in Iowa has 
received a competitive i3 
grant. The agency will re-
ceive part of a $14.68 mil-
lion Investment in Innova-
tion (i3) Validation grant to 
improve student achieve-
ment by accelerating the 
effectiveness of new teach-
ers through a quality men-
toring program. 

The primary award re-
cipient is the New Teacher 
Center (NTC) in Santa 
Cruz, CA. NTC’s grant ap-
plication was the top-rated 
(98.83) application among 
844 total applicants for the 
2012 i3 grant fund of over 
$140 million. Broward 
County Public Schools 
in Florida, Chicago Pub-
lic Schools in Illinois and 
GWAEA service area are 

the three partners expand-
ing their teacher induction 
programs. The project will 
serve 164,000 K-12 stu-
dents and 2,475 first and 
second year K-12 teachers. 

NTC has been the pre-
mier provider of high-
quality teacher induction 
across the nation for over 
20 years. The organiza-
tion’s comprehensive ap-
proach to teacher induction 
is a departure from “bud-
dy” mentoring programs 
commonly found in many 
school districts. Their ap-
proach focuses on high 
quality teacher develop-
ment, where mentors sup-
port beginning teachers in 
moving their instructional 
practice forward ensuring 
the diverse learning needs 
of their students are met.

The NTC model has 
been effective in accelerat-
ing teacher effectiveness, 
retaining these highly ef-
fective teachers in the pro-
fession, and improving 
student learning. In Hill-
sborough County Public 
Schools in Florida, new 

teacher retention rates 
have jumped from just 72 
percent in 2009-10 to 86 
percent in 2010-11, and to 
94.5 percent in 2011-12 
with NTC’s teacher induc-
tion model in place. The 
U.S. Department of Edu-
cation research found that 
beginning teachers who 
received two years of NTC 
comprehensive induction 
support produced great-
er student learning gains 
when compared with those 
who received less intensive 
mentoring. The goal of this 
grant is to replicate these 
results for teachers and stu-
dents in Grant Wood AEA.

“We are proud to call 
our colleagues at Grant 
Wood Area Education 
Agency partners in this 
work,” says New Teacher 
Center Founder and CEO 
Ellen Moir. “They are 
committed to providing 
intensive support to new 
teachers, so students across 
East Central Iowa get great 
teachers from the get-go.”

Grant Wood AEA has 
already begun piloting 

NTC’s full release model 
with a limited number of 
schools. In this model, 
mentors are fully released 
from classroom duties to 
observe and give rich feed-
back to 10-15 new teach-
ers in weekly, one-on-one 
meetings. The mentors’ 
work is aligned with the 
Iowa Professional Teaching 
Standards, Common Core 
implementation and driven 
by expectations in each 
district’s teacher evaluation 
system. Mentors are care-
fully selected from the best 
teachers in the area and are 
rigorously trained using 
NTC’s research-based cur-
riculum and methodology. 

“We are confident that 
this opportunity to part-
ner with NTC will be a 
catalyst in building and 
sustaining comprehensive 
mentoring and induction 
programs across our rural 
area consortium by accel-
erating new teacher devel-
opment and student learn-
ing outcomes for all,” says 
GWAEA Mentoring and 
Induction Regional Admin-

istrator Kim Owen. “We 
are excited to partner with 
NTC to expand this model. 
It is something that many 
of our districts have been 
working towards for sever-
al years. Every new teacher 
in our AEA participating in 
this grant will benefit from 
this level of intensive men-
toring experience.”

By working as a con-
sortium, the necessary in-
frastructure and system 
supports will be available 
to each of the districts in 
GWAEA regardless of 
their size or number of new 

teachers hired each year.
Grant Wood AEA serves 

32 public school districts 
and 22 approved, nonpub-
lic schools. The service 
area covers seven coun-
ties – Benton, Linn, Jones, 
Iowa, Johnson, Cedar and 
Washington – which has a 
total student population of 
over 70,000 students. The 
agency also provides spe-
cial education services for 
over 9,000 children ages 3 
to 21.

Grant Wood AEA to share federal grant from  
U.S. Department of Education
Award will expand successful new teacher effectiveness work in Broward County Public Schools, Chicago Public Schools and Grant Wood AEA

Explore the complex world of  Western Africa 

January 12, 2013 - March 30, 2014 
African American Museum of Iowa 

55 12th Avenue SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 www.blackiowa.org 

Visit our newest exhibit, which examines the lives of Africans  
before the slave trade, including: 

   An immersive rainforest       African influences      Artifacts illustrating 
         & Asante village      seen in the U.S. today      Africa’s diversity 
    

Hands-on clothing, masks, architecture, art, instruments, and more! 
 Tours and workshops available for students of all ages. Tours and workshops available for students of all ages. Tours and workshops available for students of all ages.    

Contact education@blackiowa.org or 319Contact education@blackiowa.org or 319Contact education@blackiowa.org or 319---862862862---2101 ext. 2222101 ext. 2222101 ext. 222   

MMMM PPMPP    VVPV    M 
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2013-2014 Applications for Grant Wood AEA 21st Century Learning Institute
Applications are now being accepted for 

Grant Wood AEA’s 21st Century Learning 
Institute 2013-14. We will be offering two 
Year 1 cohorts and one Year 2 cohort. 
The goals of the institute are to:

• Build knowledge of Iowa 
Core 21st Century Learn-
ing tech literacy standards

• Create a collaborative com-
munity of learners and lever-
aging online resources

• Mentor peers and colleagues in 
integrating technologies in their 

classrooms and applying in-
novative teaching practices.

• Play a leadership role in tech-
nology integration efforts within 
the school and/or the district.

This has been a very rewarding learning 
experience for our past participants and we 
have a great community of teachers who 
are successfully integrating technology in 
their districts.

Please encourage a teacher or adminis-
trator who would benefit from the institute 
to apply by March 4, 2013. Participants 

who have been selected will be notified  
by April 8, 2013.

The application along with a packet 
with more information about the institute 
can be found on our website. http://tinyurl.
com/C21GWAEAApp 
https://sites.google.com/a/gwaea.org/ 
21st-century-learning-institute/2012-2013-
application

For questions, contact a GWAEA  
technology consultant, 319-399-6700, 
1-800-332-8488.G r a n t  Wo o d  a E a

V E N D O R 

The Linker moves to 
online fall of 2013

The Linker will transition to become an online publication beginning in the fall of 2013. A link to the 
publication will be forwarded via email. Watch for more information in The Linker, Summer 2013. 

GWAEA’s Emily Thomson and Kim Owen collaborate during Analyzing 
Student Work, Jan. 23-24, 2013.
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The PEP Library is 
Cleaning House!

The Grant Wood AEA Parent-Educator 
Partnership (PEP) program has a number 
of outdated materials that they are weed-
ing from their collection. Among the items 
that are being given away are:
Books on:

Parenting
Child Development
Disability
Books for Children
Books for Educators

VHS videos on:
Parenting
Child Development
Disability
LEA personnel interested in acquiring 

any of these materials are welcome to 
visit the PEP library at 1120 33rd Avenue 
SW in Cedar Rapids on January 31,  
February 1, or February 4 between 8 a.m. 
and 5 p.m.

CurriCulum, instruCtion & Assessment

by Laurie Worden  
with Mary Lou Erlacher
Workplace Learning Connection

In the spring, we begin to think 
of all things growing and many 
growing things have STEMs; 
Workplace Learning Connection 
(WLC) is no exception!  WLC 
continues to be a strong support-
er of career-based learning with 
STEM-focused activities.  STEM, 
the acronym for Science Technol-
ogy, Engineering, and Mathemat-
ics, lends itself to fields across all 
Career Pathways:

WLC STEM Career Event 
Highlights-Fall 2012!

This fall, WLC has supported 
two high school STEM days 
with over 50 speakers in STEM 
careers at Linn-Mar and Kennedy 
High Schools

In addition to high school 
programming, WLC has moved 
STEM awareness to the middle 
school level.  WLC coordinated 
the first-ever STEM Institute for 
Young Scientists for four mid-
dle schools in the Southern Cor-
ridor, held at the U of I through 
our partnership with members of 
the South East STEM Hub.  Over 
800 7th graders visited the campus 
to learn about careers in biology, 
chemistry, engineering, and other 
STEM-focused industries through 
an interactive event.  The event 

was covered by local newspapers 
and a television station.

Spring of 2013 will include 
more STEM-related activities 
with one new high school event 
and more middle school activities.  
Spring will also have a strong em-
phasis on Financial Literacy for 
middle schoolers, as well, with 
several weeks of Financial Lit-
eracy Fairs attended by over 3000 
students in the Area 10.”

 There are a number of oppor-
tunities to learn more and engage 
more at both state and local lev-
els.  Check out these websites for 
more information!
1. STEM @ The Capitol in 

Des Moines on February 6th.  
Projects from across the state 
will be showcased.  This is 
the link to the Iowa STEM 

Update with information 
about everything STEM in 
Iowa!  info@iowastem.gov

2. Corridor STEM Initiative, a 
regional Grant Wood AEA col-
laborative project, has many 
local resources for educators 
and families throughout our 
region at: http://www.cor-
ridorstem.org/index.html
Workplace Learning Connec-

tion, a partially self-sustaining 

department of Kirkwood Commu-
nity College, was founded in 1998 
as a partnership of Grant Wood 
AEA and Kirkwood Community 
College.

We believe in a vibrant com-
munity with a workforce ready for 
a changing world, and we support 
the next generation as they navi-
gate and connect to our shared 
future.

Workplace Learning Connection provides support for STEM careers

WLC service by the numbers
Career Events completed fall 2012  78 (serving 5,461 students k-12!)
Job Shadows requested fall 2012  1,580 requests
Job Shadows placed as of 12/03/12 1,319 placements
Internships completed fall 2012  27 internships completed
Internship applications for   92 applications upcoming 
winter/spring terms 2013 

Technology Integration  
Strategies to Enhance Learning 

April 3, 10, 17, 24 and May 1, 2013  •  6-9:00 p.m. 
Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St. S.W., Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Course Number:  4612-12-01, Grant Wood AEA Professional Development

Course Description:  This course will provide participants with skills to utilize 
various technology tools and strategies to enhance instruction and learning  
in the classroom. The course will be divided into five, three-hour sessions.  
Each session will focus on a particular technology related theme. 
The themes of these sessions are: 
 • Iowa AEA Online Resources   •   Web 2.0 Sites/Tools for 

• Mobile Devices in the Classroom        Engagement and Instruction 
• Using Google Drive in the   •   Social Media in the Classroom 
  Classroom 

Participants will align these technology themes with the Iowa Core (specific to  
their area of instruction) and 21st Century Technology Skills 

Target Audience:  PreK-12 Teachers and individuals responsible for assisting 
teacher(s) integrate technology tools into their curriculum. This can include 
paraeducators and individuals with a Substitute Authorization

Keynote Speaker: Dave Edyburn, Ph.D.
Professor, Dept. of Exceptional Education,  
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Milwaukee, WI

When: 
Tuesday, April 16, 2013
8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Iowa Memorial Union
University of Iowa 
25 North Madison Street 
Iowa City, IA 52242
Audience: 
Preschool-12th grade Special Education 
Teachers, K-12 General Education 
Teachers, AEA Support Staff, Curriculum 
Directors, Administrators, Iowa Core Lead 
Team Members, Parents

The “Building Bridges: Eastern Iowa Assistive Technology Conference” is in its second 
year and will provide an opportunity to see first hand the latest in assistive technologies 
(AT), practices, and services for school-age students with disabilities. This AT conference 
will serve as a unique opportunity for professionals, parents, administrators and service 
providers to exchange and gather information on the current status and assistive technology 
tools available for consideration. The sessions presented at the “Building Bridges”: Eastern 
Iowa Assistive Technology Conference are divided into seven main tracks which include:

›	 Accessibility
›	 Augmentative and Alternative Communication
›	 Mobile Devices & Special Education
›	 District Policy to Practice
›	 AIM/UDL
›	 AT & School Achievement
›	 Early Childhood & AT

A vendor area highlighting current AT resources and tools will also be available. Participants 
are encouraged to attend a single track or a wide variety of tracks depending on your 
conference objectives.  Lunch is provided with your registration.

 

Eastern Iowa Assistive Technology Conference • April 16, 2013
www.tinyurl.com/atbuildingbridges

Registration
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/
coursesdetail.cfm?class=28486
Workshop Number: 19018-12-01
Registration Deadline: March 29, 2013
Workshop Fees: $40 
Registration Information:
Sherry Sines, GWAEA Professional  
Development Coordinator
319-399-6517 or 800-798-9771,  
ext. 6517 or ssines@gwaea.org

The GWAEA Assistive Technology Team 
and the Iowa Center for Assistive Technology 

Education and Research presents…

Welcome to iPadU!
July 11-12, 2013 at Grant Wood AEA
Grant Wood AEA will host a con-
ference to celebrate and expand 
upon innovative classroom integra-
tion strategies for the iPad. Join us 
for two days of workshops that will 
guarantee exciting, hands-on learn-
ing that you can use to enhance 
teaching in a K-12 classroom.
Visit the Grant Wood AEA Profes-
sional Development website at 
www.gwaea.org and course num-
ber 19140-13-01 for registration in-
formation.

tinyurl.com/GWAEAiPadU



3  |   Spring 2013

CurriCulum, instruCtion & Assessment

"Like" Us on Facebook 
Please Share This with Teachers  
and Co-workers!

Information posted on the Grant 
Wood AEA Facebook site is good in-
formation that staff, teachers and ad-

ministrators throughout the area can often use 
and benefit from knowing. Toward that end, 
we are offering an incentive for folks to “like” us 
on Facebook.

For every 20 people who like us, we will 
hold a drawing and give out one, $20 coupon 
applicable toward any Grant Wood AEA pro-
fessional development class offered at Grant 
Wood AEA (online classes do not qualify for 

the discount). As additional people sign on 
with “likes”, everyone who has already liked 
Grant Wood AEA (except any individuals who 
have already won a coupon) will be eligible for 
subsequent drawings.

Like us today at: http://www.facebook.com/
pages/Grant-Wood-AEA/96047969039.

Questions? Contact George Held, GWAEA 
communications supervisor, ext. 6714 or 
gheld@gwaea.org.

All coupons issued in this promotion will be 
valid through June 30, 2014. If the course can-
cels, a new coupon will be issued. The coupons 
may not be used for graduate credit.

Special Education B/D
Your Site. Our Model.

KeBecca, formerly EduCare, 

has been providing special education Level 

III Behavior Disorder services at multiple 

school sites in Iowa since 1998.

Cost Effective
One fee per classroom per year.

All Staff Included
KeBecca recruits, employs, trains, and 
supervises all teachers and associates.

Comprehensive Data-Driven Model
Aligned with Common Core.

1965 51st Street NE     Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52402
(319) 294-7038     www.kebecca.com

Kevin J. McCarville, Ph.D.     President
kmccarville@kebecca.com

Call today for more information.

On-campus classes

Personal interaction

Evening schedules

Online courses
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Become a high-demand teacher with a

Mount Mercy University
MA in Education Degree

Visit our website

www.mtmercy.edu/maed
for the next information session date  

or for more details!

Iowa’s Delegates to the 2012 U.S.  
Senate Youth Program Announced

The Iowa Department of Education wishes to congratulate two outstanding students 
selected to represent Iowa at the 51st U.S. Senate Youth Program in Washington, D.C. 
March 9-16, 2013. The program is merit-based and highly competitive. The two del-
egates are Syed Umar Farooq, a senior from Gilbert High School and Cormac Broeg, a 
senior at Williamsburg High School. Iowa’s two delegates will spend a week in Wash-
ington, D.C., meet with high ranking government officials and receive a $5,000 college 
scholarship.  

Two alternates were also selected. They are Jacob Ihnen, a senior from Sheldon High 
School, and Raymond Boyd, a junior from Missouri Valley High School. Congratula-
tions to Syed, Cormac, Jacob, and Raymond! Visit the U.S. Senate Youth Program site 
for additional information. http://www.educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content
&view=article&id=939&Itemid=3613

Phyllis Yager Memorial Diversity Teaching Award

The future… 
the Possibilities are Endless

Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St. SW, Cedar Rapids, IA
April 9, 2013 • 6:00-8:30 p.m. • Registration 5:30-6:00 p.m.

Goal
Empower and engage 
students, families, educators, 
and stakeholders of students 
with disabilities in their 
journey to adulthood.

Focus
Provide participants with 
information on the transition 
process for students age 
14-21 in the areas of living, 
learning, and working.

Format
Small group information 
sessions and booths with 
local service providers for 
students with disabilities.

G r a n t   W o o d   a E a

Thursday, May 9, 2013
9:00am-12:15pm

check-in begins at 8:30am

Young Writers’ 
Conference

A  Celebrat ion  of  Student  Writ ing

Location: 
Coe College
1220 First Avenue NE 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52402

FEE:
$10 per student  
(limited to 200 students)

REgistRation:
Registration materials to 
be sent to schools in  
February 2013.

FoR moRE inFoRmation: 
Contact, Susie Green, GWAEA  
student program specialist
319-399-399-6775

                

The Phyllis A. Yager Memorial Commit-
ment to Diversity Award recognizes educa-
tors who go above and beyond the required 
curriculum to increase diversity awareness. 
Recipients receive a stipend to further di-
versity initiatives or professional develop-
ment, and are asked to make a presenta-
tion to The University of Iowa College of 
Education community during the College 
of Education Diversity Committee’s annual 

Beyond Tolerance Diversity Conference on 
April 11, 2013.  

Phyllis Yager devoted her career to ad-
vocating multicultural opportunities and 
gender-affirming activities through her 
work as a teacher in the Iowa City School 
District and later as a consultant with Grant 
Wood Area Education Agency. 

Phyllis Yager received a Master of Arts 
in 1953 and a doctorate in 1983 from the 

UI. She is the late wife of Science Educa-
tion Professor Emeritus Robert E. Yager, 
who also received a Master of Arts in 1953 
and a doctorate in 1957 from Iowa.  
The grant application and further de-
scription of award amounts can be found 
through The University of Iowa College of 
Education Diversity Committee website: 
http://www.education.uiowa.edu/dean/di-
versity/information.aspx  

The application deadline is March 15, 
2013 and can be mailed to College of Edu-
cation Diversity Committee, Office of the 
Dean, 459 Lindquist Center, Iowa City, 
Iowa 52242.

For information, contact Marcus Alt, the 
College of Education Diversity Committee 
Graduate Assistant, marcus-alt@uiowa.edu. 

The registration number is 19052-12-01. Registration is recommended but not required.  
 There are three ways to register:
    • Online: http://bit.ly/Transition_Night
    • Paper form: http://www.gwaea.org/profdev/pdf/registform.pdf
    • Phone: 800-798-9771, ext. 6697

Registration questions, contact: Connie Russell,  
Registrar 319-399-6767 or 800-798-9771, ext. 6767

For information about Parent/Student Transition Night, contact: Melissa Tandy,  
GWAEA Interim Facilitator 319-399-6806 or mtandy@gwaea.org

Middle Amana Park, Amana Colonies • May 25-26-27th [11am to 6pm] 
Memorial Day Weekend

This 22nd annual celebration of European History & World Culture has been named  
“Iowa’s Best Family Fest.” Six stages of professional entertainment, a jousting arena, artisan 

merchants bazaar, living history encampments, games of skill, demonstrations & exhibits, food 
court, beer garden & wine shop, hands-on activities and 200 costumed village characters. 

Admission: $10 adults, $6 kids, tots free. Free Parking. Two-day pass - $16, 
Three-day pass - $20. Directions: www.amanacolonies.com 

Event Info: www.iowarenfest.com  greg@festint.com or call 641-357-5177

P A r E n t / S t U D E n t  t r A n S I t I o n  n I g h t

Grant Wood AEA is pleased to announce the return of the Young Writers’ Conference for 4th 
and 5th grade students!  Accompanied by a teacher from their school, students will attend an 
author session with Dori Hillestad Butler, participate in workshops facilitated by members of 
the GWAEA Literacy Team, and share samples of their writing with other students attending 
the conference. Concurrent learning sessions also available for teachers during the conference.

featuring the 

award-winning 

Kennedy high 

School Improv 

group

– Guest Author – 

Dori Hillestad Butler
Author of Do You Know the Monkey Man? and Sliding into Home 

2011 Edgar® Award for Best Juvenile Mystery The Case of the Lost Boy
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Grant Wood Area Education Agency Professional Development Courses

 19149-12-01 School-Wide Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports – Tier 2 in Review 2/4/13 
 4608-12-01 Using MAP Assessment to Differentiate Instruction: Climbing the Data Ladder 2/4/13 R, D-EDEX
 19090-12-01 Leadership for Continuous Improvement: Using Monitoring Data to Review and Revise Your District Plan 2/5/13 
 19148-12-02 School-Wide Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports – Tier 1 in Review 2/5/13 
 19161-12-01 Standards-Based Grading Summit: PowerSchool Gradebook 2/6/13 
 9303-12-03 Crisis Prevention Intervention Certification 2/7/13 
 4554-12-02 Assessing Communication Difference vs Disability in English Language Learners 2/9/13 R, D-EDMA, M
 19068-12-02 Investigating the Standards: Iowa Core Mathematics High School 2/11/13 
 19096-12-01 Deeper Investigations of the Standards: Iowa Core English Language Arts K-5 – Writing 2/12/13 
 19066-12-02 Investigating the Standards: Iowa Core Mathematics Grades K-5 2/12/13 
 9129-12-03 Analyzing Student Work 2/13/13 
 6918-12-01 Google and the iPad: I Didn’t Know I Could Do That! 2/13/13 
 19100-12-01 Deeper Investigations of the Standards: Iowa Core English Language Arts 6-12 – Speaking and Listening 2/14/13 
 19067-12-02 Investigating the Standards: Iowa Core Mathematics Grades 6-8 2/14/13 
 19151-12-01 Matrix Re-Calibration 2/15/13 
 8007-12-02 Para Certification – Behavioral Strategies 2/16/13 P
 19090-12-02 Leadership for Continuous Improvement: Using Monitoring Data to Review and Revise Your District Plan 2/18/13 
 19096-12-02 Deeper Investigations of the Standards: Iowa Core English Language Arts K-5 – Writing 2/19/13 
 6919-12-01 Help and Ideas for the One iPad Classroom 2/19/13 
 19090-12-03 Leadership for Continuous Improvement: Using Monitoring Data to Review and Revise Your District Plan 2/20/13 
 19006-12-02 Designing and Presenting Professional Development for Teachers 2/21/13 
 19100-12-02 Deeper Investigations of the Standards: Iowa Core English Language Arts 6-12 – Speaking and Listening 2/21/13 
 6920-12-01 iMovie and the iPad 2/22/13 
 4606-12-01 Developing Lessons that Unleash Student Learning 2/25/13 R
 19151-12-04 Matrix Re-Calibration 2/26/13 
 19151-12-02 Matrix Re-Calibration 2/26/13 
 19154-12-01 Assessment Practices that Support Common Core 2/26/13 
 19107-12-01 AAC Series: All About Communication Proloqu2go Introduction 2/27/13 
 9678-12-04 Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Re-Certification 2/28/13 
 19151-12-03 Matrix Re-Calibration 3/1/13 
 19118-12-01 Tourette Syndrome and Associated Disorders (ADHD, Obsessive Compulsive Disorder, LS, Sensory Processing, Dysgraphia) 3/1/13 
 6918-12-02 Google and the iPad: I Didn’t Know I Could Do That! 3/4/13 
 19129-12-01 Lessons Learned About Engaging the Community in Support for Change 3/6/13 
 4481-12-01 Conservation Overview 3/7/13 R
 4609-12-01 Growth and Goals 3/11/13 R, D-EDEX
 4595-12-01 Human Features and Form in Clay 3/16/13 R, D-EDEX
 3604-12-03 Evaluator Approval Level III: Assessing Academic Rigor 3/25/13 R, D-EDEX
 3604-12-02 Evaluator Approval Level III: Assessing Academic Rigor 3/28/13 R, D-EDEX
 6917-12-02 iPads in the Elementary Classroom 4/1/13 
 19155-12-01 Quality Grading Practices 4/1/13 
 19040-12-01 Beacons of Best Practice: Sound Articulation Treatment 4/2/13 
 19097-12-02 Deeper Investigations of the Standards: Iowa Core English Language Arts K-5 – Speaking and Listening 4/2/13 
 19121-12-01 Beacons of Best Practice: Sound Articulation Treatment Day Two 4/3/13 
 4274-12-04 Cognitive Strategies for High Functioning Autism & Asperger’s Disorders 4/4/13 R, M, PR
 4082-12-02 Visual Supports for Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders 4/4/13 R, M, PR
 19097-12-01 Deeper Investigations of the Standards: Iowa Core English Language Arts K-5 – Speaking and Listening 4/9/13 
 19052-12-01 Your Child’s Future… The Possibilities are Endless 4/9/13 
 19158-12-01 Teaching Strategies GOLD Online Assessment Workshop 4/11/13 
 4327-12-01 Unlocking Creativity in Students and Ourselves 4/11/13 R
 9678-12-05 Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Re-Certification – Autism 4/12/13 
 6916-12-02 iPads in the Secondary Classroom 4/12/13 
 19018-12-01 Building Bridges: Eastern Iowa Assistive Technology Conference 4/16/13 
 3058-12-03 Habits of Mind: Preparing Students for Success 4/16/13 R, D-EDEX, SAR
 4610-12-01 Flip Your Classroom 4/17/13 R, D-EDMA, M
 9678-12-06 Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Re-Certification 4/19/13 
 4605-12-01 Digital Photography, Design and Publications 4/20/13 R, D-EDEX
 4343-12-03 Understanding and Supporting Grieving Children and Teens 4/20/13 R
 19042-12-04 Practice with PODD 4/24/13 
 19160-12-01 Standards-Based Grading Conference 4/24/13 
 4574-12-04 Google Apps-Classroom Integration Strategies 4/30/13 R, D-EDMA, M
 19091-12-01 Leadership for Continuous Improvement: Analyzing Impact and Evaluation of District Plan 5/9/13 
 19152-12-01 Web IEP 2013 5/9/13 
 19091-12-02 Leadership for Continuous Improvement: Analyzing Impact and Evaluation of District Plan 5/14/13 
 19152-12-02 Web IEP 2013 5/15/13 
 19091-12-03 Leadership for Continuous Improvement: Analyzing Impact and Evaluation of District Plan 5/21/13 
 0839-12-01 Teacher @ Work 2013 5/30/13 R
 19158-12-02 Teaching Strategies GOLD Online Assessment Workshop 6/3/13 
 3604-12-04 Evaluator Approval Level III: Assessing Academic Rigor 6/10/13 R, D-EDEX
 8009-12-02 Para Certification – Instructional Strategies 6/10/13 P
 4065-12-01 Overview and Strategies for Exceptional Learners 6/12/13 R, SAR, PR
 0133-12-01 Human Relations Training 6/17/13 R, SAR, PR
 4406-12-01 The Creative Curriculum for Preschool Mathematics 6/18/13 R, D-EDEX, PR, CDA
 4131-12-01 Exploring Diversity 6/24/13 R, D-EDEX, SAR, PR
 0480-12-01 The Exceptional Learner 6/24/13 R, D-EDEX, SAR, PR
 19140-13-01 iPadU: Slide to Unlock Learning 7/11/13 
 8008-13-01 Para Certification – Professional Strategies 7/17/13 P
 8007-13-01 Para Certification – Behavioral Strategies 7/31/13 P

Complete course information including course and workshop descriptions, fees, and payment/refund policies can be accessed on our web site www.gwaea.org.
Courses may be cancelled if minimum enrollments are not met.  Register early to avoid class closings or cancellations.

ProfessionAl develoPment

Sherry Sines  
Professional Development  
Coordinator
(319) 399-6517 
1-800-798-9771,  Ext. 6517
ssines@aea10.k12.ia.us

Tammy Carolan 
Secretary/Registrar
(319) 399-6771 
1-800-798-9771,  Ext. 6771
 tcarolan@aea10.k12.ia.us

Credit types: Contacts: 
Connie Russell  
Secretary/Registrar
(319) 399-6767 
1-800-798-9771,  Ext. 6767
crussell@aea10.k12.ia.us

r – Renewal, D-EDEX – Drake Graduate Credit-Educational Extension, 
D-EDMA – Drake Graduate Credit-Educational Masters, 
M – Morningside Graduate Credit, P – Paraeducator Certification, 
SA – Substitute Authorization, SAr – Substitute Authorization Renewal, 
Pr – Paraeducator Certification Renewal, 
CDA – Child Development Associate

 nUM. tItLE BEgIn CrEDIt
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G r a d u a t e  
S t u d i e s  

P r o g r a m  
Competitive—Collaborative—Connective 

Offering these endorsements:   
 

Instructional Strategist I K-8, & 5-12 
Instructional Strategist II K-12 MD, & BD/LD 

Special Education Consultant  
Reading K-8 & 5-12 

Middle School 
TAG K-12  

ESL 

Master of  Arts 
        in Teaching 
All Courses Offered Online 

 

    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Course strand for Athletic Directors and Coaches 

Course strand in Teacher Leadership, start date to be announced 
Tuition: $190 per credit                              800.831.0806, ext. 5375 

http://grad.morningside.edu  
The Morningside College experience cultivates a passion for life-long learning and a dedication to ethical leadership and civic responsibility. 

This  question is posed quite frequently 
to consultants at the Board of Educational 
Examiners (BoEE) and the Department of 
Education (DE). As a point of reference for 
those seeking renewal, the BoEE is respon-
sible for writing administrative rules and 
policies regarding the requirements for 
licensure re newals. The role of the DE in 
the evaluator approval process has been 
to provide the necessary course content, 
training, and support necessary for best 
practice in the evaluation of teachers and 
administrators. Please see the following 
BoEE and DE links regarding administra-
tor/evaluator licensure:

Board of Educational Examin-
ers 282—19.7 (https://www.legis.
iowa.gov/DOCS/ACO/IAC/LINC/
Rule.282.19.7.pdf ) and 282—19.8 (https://
www.legis.iowa.gov/DOCS/ACO/IAC/LINC/
Rule.282.19.8.pdf ) Department of Educa-
tion http://www.educateiowa.gov/index.
php?option=com_content&view=article&i
d=2075&Itemid=2685

In light of the current conversations 
around changing the evaluation process, 
the BoEE and the DE have determined 
that practitioners must complete one (1) 
of the current evaluator renewal courses. 
The DE approved courses include: Assess-
ing Academic Rigor or iEvaluate. Please 
be aware that renewal of an administrator 
license, with an evaluator endorsement, 
requires a total of four semester hours of 
renewal credit.

If you have any further questions, 
please feel free to contact the following 
BoEE and DE staff members with ques-
tions about evaluator renewal.
• Greg Horstmann (Greg.Horstmann@

iowa.gov or 515.281.3587) with ques-
tions about evaluator endorsement/li-
cense renewal.

• Matt Ludwig (Matt.Ludwig@iowa.
gov or (515) 281-3750) with questions 
about approved evaluator courses and 
availability

Paraeducators
Paraeducators, in partnership with licensed educators, provide a key role in supporting and enhancing the education of children.

Become a certified paraeducator   
through Grant Wood AEA

Completing Paraeducator Certification through Grant Wood 
AEA provides you with opportunities to learn instructional 

strategies, professional skills and behavior management 
tools from experienced instructors and through collaborative 

learning with other paraeducators.

For more information, contact  
GWAEA Professional Development at 

319-399-6767 or www.gwaea.org and  
click on Professional Development.

It’s time to check the demographics 
listed on the BOEE website regarding 
your educational license. Renewal re-
minders are sent electronically one year 
and again two months before the expi-
ration of your license. If an out of date 
email address is listed, then you won’t re-

ceive the reminder. The link on the web-
site entitled “Update My Information” will 
bring you to  http://www.boee.iowa.gov/
how_do_i/update_my_information.html 

Please be aware that you can’t change 
your name online. You must to submit  
legal documentation of a name change. 

Offered In Cooperation With Grant Wood AEA

graceland University Master of Education  
in Curriculum and Instruction

●	 Flexible scheduling
●	 Cohort format
●	 Cedar Rapids location

We are nCAtE Accredited!  
Contact Cathy Porter 1-800-833-0524 ext. 4716

rEGistration
https://www.gwaea.org/apps/Profdev/user/signon.cfm  

rEGistration information
GWAEA Professional Development
319-399-6767 or 
800-798-9771, ext. 6767 or 
crussell@gwaea.org

Building on the cognitive-based 
research of noted psychologists, the 21 
Keys training gives educators the tools 
to understand and address thought 
patterns that impact professional 
performance and student success.

fEBrUarY 25-26 & marCH 11, 2013
8:30am-3:30Pm

CoUrsE#: 19071-12-01

LoCation: 
Grant Wood aEa

4401 Sixth Street SW, Cedar Rapids, IA

rEGistration dEadLinE
February 11, 2013

tarGEt aUdiEnCE
Educators, Administrators and  

Youth Service Providers

PrEsEntErs
Buffy Campbell 
Nick D’Amico

Jennifer Manternach

WorksHoP fEEs
$135 includes materials and lunch

21 kEYs for High Performance 
teaching and Learning

Update Personal 
Information

How do I renew my 
Evaluator License?
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Education Source – Adult
• Full text for more than 1,700 journals,
• 550 books and monographs,
• Citations for over 4 million articles including book reviews.  
• Coverage spans all levels of education from early childhood 

and includes educational specialties such as multilingual 
education, health education and testing.   

History Reference Center – Senior High
• Full text for more than 1,620 reference books, encyclope-

dias and non-fiction books.  
• Full text for more than 150 leading history periodicals, 

57,000 historical documents, 113,000 historical photos and 
maps and more than 80 hours of historical video.

Literary Reference Center Plus (LRC Plus) –  
Senior High 
• Over 1,200 additional full-text literary reference books/

works.  Focus on plays/drama, poetry, and children’s litera-
ture.  Includes Hispanic literature.

• Over 200 additional full-text literary journals and maga-
zines including titles with a focus on multi-cultural studies.

• 35 volumes of new contemporary literature titles from Sa-
lem Press including contemporary literature and Biogra-
phies of Novel Literature Prize Winners.

• 40 full-test literary guides covering American Literature, 
English Literature, Literary Genres and 72 literary videos.

Six new resources added to EBSCO
EBSCOhost is located on the Online Resources page http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/media/electronic.html
Scroll down the page, past the Iowa AEA Online logo to find EBSCO
Click on EBSCO and scroll to the bottom of the page where these databases are listed.

What: What:

What:

What:

WhERE:

What:

What:

Poetry & Short Story Reference Center –  
Senior High 
• Collection of full text poetry, short stories and supplemental 

content including poems, biographies and essays on such 
topics as poetic forms, movements and techniques.  

Points of View Reference Center – Senior High
• Designed to assist in understanding the full scope of current 

issues.  
• Can be used as a guide to debate, writing position papers 

and for development of critical thinking skills.  
• Each essay includes series of questions and additional ma-

terial to generate further thought.

Science Reference Center -  
Intermediate/Junior/Senior High
• Full text for hundreds of science encyclopedias, reference 

books, periodicals and other sources.  
• Topics covered include: biology, chemistry, earth & space 

science, environmental science, health & medicine, history 
of science, life science, physics, science & society, science 
as inquiry, scientists, technology and wildlife.

For more information on these products or to schedule an in-
service contact Kathleen Goslinga at 319-399-6582, 800-332-
8488 ext. 6582, kgoslinga@gwaea.org or Charlotte Haddy at 
319-399-6750, 800-332-8488 ext. 6750, chaddy@gwaea.org.

Media Center Catalog Login Screen Has Changed –Now by Last Name
If you use the Media Center catalog to order materials 

you have encountered the Media Center Catalog Login page.  
On this page users are asked to enter their six-digit client 
number and password.  

Now when you go to this page you will see that you may 
login using your last name and password.    

If you have multiple client numbers as a result of building 
assignments, a list will appear with all of your client num-

bers and buildings for you to select which building materials 
should be sent to.  

If you have questions or need additional assistance please 
contact Media Center Customer Service at 319-399-6754, 
800-642-4107 or reservations@gwaea.org

To get to the Media Center Catalog Login page select  
Order from the row of blue tabs on any of the Catalog pages.

FolletShelf™ can be found on the Online Resources 
page which is on the Grant Wood AEA home page.  The 
link is:   http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/media/electronic.html  
From the Online Resources page select FolletShelf™
Log in one of three ways:
• Option 1 – By building (gener-

ic username and password)
– Log in using the username and password to your 

building for all online resources.  If you do not 
know this information you may obtain it from your 
teacher librarian or contact Customer Service in 
the Media Center at Grant Wood AEA – 319-399-
6754, 800-642-4107 or reservations@gwaea.org

• Option 2 – Customized individual username  
and password
– Log in using a username and password assigned  

to you.  This process is completed by Grant Wood 
AEA Media Center staff.  To receive your own  

username and password contact Hope Runge –  
hrunge@gwaea.org.

• Option 3 – Student log in
– Students may be assigned individual logins at the re-

quest of a classroom teacher.  
– Contact Hope Runge – hrunge@gwaea.org for more 

information on this option.
System Requirements for FolletShelf™
• Mozilla Firefox v5 and higher
• Microsoft Internet Explorer v9 and higher
• Google Chrome v14 and higher
• Apple Safari v5 and higher

In addition, offline reading support will require Firefox 
v9 or higher and Internet Explorer v10 or higher.  For 
more information and to see a chart of the minimum and 
recommended requirements go to: http://www.aboutfol-
lettebooks.com/techspecs.cfm

The Follett eBook reader now uses Adobe Flash Player 
v11.1.  It is recommended that your computers be updated  
 

to this version. For mobile devices such as iPads Rover  
is recommended as an APP for download that will  
enable Flash.
Getting Started with Follett 

Six “Getting Started with Follett eBooks” guides have 
been added to the FolletShelf™.com promotion download 
page.  These documents provide a step-by-step process for 
students and Teacher Librarians to access Follett eBooks 
on a mobile device. 

Here is a list of the guides and the link to access this  
information electronically: http://www.aboutfollettebooks.
com/download.cfm

iPad® and Android™ 3.0 Tablets with access to 
Google Play - Using FolletShelf™ 
iPad® and Android™ 3.0 Tablets with access to 
Google Play - Using Quest Mobil
Smartphones - Using FolletShelf™ 
Smartphones - Using Quest Mobile
Kindle Fire - Using FolletShelf™
Kindle Fire -Using Destiny Classic

Finding and Using FolletShelf™ eBooks
Quick Reference Guide

Recently Read: Brings the patron into 
the eBook they were last reading. 
If the title is currently unavailable, 
patrons will see the eBook’s title 
details.

Cover View: Changes 
the presentation of titles 
on FollettShelf from List 
View to display the eBook 
covers in rows and without 
annotation. The number of 
covers shown per row will 
vary based on the device 
and screen size.

List View: Changes the 
presentation of titles on 
FollettShelf from Cover 
View to include the 
annotation beside the 
eBook cover.

Bookbag: Opens the patron’s personal 
section of FollettShelf where they can 
manage checkouts, wish list items and 
access digital resources.

My Checkouts: Provides a list of the 
patron’s current checkouts. From here 
they can manage early returns.

Early Return: Used by the patron
to return a Follett eBook by ending 
the circulation period prior to the 
due-date.

My Reading List: View and manage the
list of Follett eBooks added to My 
Reading List by a patron. Options 
include check availability, checkout or 
remove a title.

Checkout: Checks out the eBook
from within a patron’s My Reading 
List.

Remove: Deletes an item from the 
My Reading List.

Digital Resources Links: Access select 
digital resources such as databases, 
audio books, etc. that your school has 
purchased from Follett.

User Preferences: Change password*, 
select default reading experience (for 
Desktop, Tablet and Mobile device 
experiences), log out of FollettShelf.

*Follett Destiny users must change their 
passwords through Destiny.

	  

	  

parterning with 
Grant Wood AEA
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Summer hours
7:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
June – August*

*Summer hours are 
from the middle of June 
through the middle of 
August.

Regular hours
7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
August – June*   

*Regular hours are from 
the middle of August 
through the middle of 
June.

GWAEA Media Center Hours

GWAEA Media  
Center creates a 
Learning Commons

Our Media Center at Grant Wood AEA has undergone 
some restructuring to create a Learning Commons, the 
new design for school libraries/media centers. The pur-
pose of a Learning Commons is to provide the client with 
an opportunity to create their own experience whether as 
an individual, with colleagues, or part of a team meet-
ing. Areas are provided for collaboration, quiet reading 
and conversation, as well as being easily connected to the 
digital world. 

Part of the goal of creating the Learning Commons 
was to remove barriers and distractions, to create a zone 
to customize the client’s experience, move the Customer 
Service area so it is functional from multiple directions, 
and to unify the area with color and create an inviting  
atmosphere. 

Something New -- 
Text Exemplars

We have added a new area to our Classroom Collec-
tion for the Common Core Text Exemplars. So far, we 
have added titles from the English Language Arts Ap-
pendix B. Staff may use the term Text Exemplars to 
search for them in Grant Wood AEA’s online catalog.

New RTI (Response to  
Intervention) Materials in 
the Professional Library
The Complete Guide to RTI: An 
Implementation Toolkit.
Dolores Burton and John Kap-
penberg. Corwin, 2012. R 371.9 
BUR (189913)
A Comprehensive RTI Model: 
Integrating Behavioral and 
Academic Interventions.
Cara Shores. Corwin, 2009.  
R 371.93 SHO (189912)
Frequently Asked Questions 
About Response to Intervention.
Roger Pierangelo and George 
Giuliani. Corwin, 2008.  
R 371.9 PIE (189911)
Jumpstart RTI: Using RTI in Your 
Elementary School Right Now.
Susan L. Hall. Corwin, 2011.  
R 372.43 HAL (189917)
PlCs, DI, and RTI: A Tapestry 
for School Change: Professional 
Learning Communities, Differ-
entiated Instruction, Response 
to Intervention.
Judy Stoehr. Corwin, 2011.   
R 371.2 STO (189922)
RTI with Differentiated Instruc-
tion, Grades K-5: A Classroom 
Teacher’s Guide.

Jodi O’Meara. Corwin, 2011.  
R 371.9 OME (189921)
RTI with Differentiated Instruc-
tion, Grades 6-8: A Classroom 
Teacher’s Guide.
Jodi O’Meara. Corwin, 2011.  
R 371.9 OME (189919)
The RTI Startup Guide: Tools 
and Templates for Schoolwide 
Implementation.
Cindy Lawrence. Corwin, 2012.  
R 370 LAW (189914)
RTI Strategies for Secondary 
Teachers.
Susan Gingras Fitzell. Corwin, 
2011. R 428.4 FIT (189918)
The Teaching Revolution: RTI, 
Technology and Differentiation 
Transform Teaching for the 21st 
Century.
William N. Bender and 
Laura Waller. Corwin Press, 2011. 
R371.102 BEN (189920)
Using RTI to Teach Literacy to 
Diverse Learners, K-8: Strate-
gies for the Inclusive Classroom.
Sheila Alber-Morgan. Corwin, 
2010. R 372.6 ALB (189915)

New and improved library media centers

Buford Garner Elementary – Iowa City School District
Garner Elementary School opened in 2010-2011. It is located in North Liberty and is named after former Iowa City 

Community School District Superintendent Buford Garner. The Garner Library is equipped with up-to-date technology, 
including two mounted projectors, a SMART Board, and a document camera. A 31-station computer lab with mounted 
projector is adjacent to the library. The Garner Library receives natural lighting from a bank of windows along the top of 
one wall, and automatic window shades darken the room at the touch of a button. On opening day Garner’s collection of 
all-new books was a source of pride and great excitement for the Garner students and staff!

Williamsburg High School – Williamsburg School District
The library media center is still the same size but has been given a fresher, more inviting look. The books were all 

shelved on the exterior walls and the computer lab was located in the library media center. Adding a computer room that 
opens into the library has created room for shelving on the library floor and a comfy reading area as well as space for dis-
plays. Additional outlets were added for students and staff that need to charge their laptops while they work in the library 
media center.

“It’s like a present to read”  
Grant Wood AEA’s Rotating Reads program

Students at Strawberry Hill  
Elementary in the Anamosa Commu-
nity School District are participating in 
the Grant Wood AEA Media Center’s 
Rotating Reads program.

The agency’s green Rotating Reads 
boxes arrive every four weeks supple-
menting school library resources by de-
livering 25 informational text and fic-
tion books to participating teachers on 
a rotating basis.

Teachers participating in the pro-
gram will not receive the same set of 
books within the same year.

Kristy Robertson, a first-grade 
teacher at Strawberry Hill Elementary, 
explained, “The students read the Ro-
tating Reads books during their read-
to-self time and when their classroom 
work is completed. They like that the 
books are new. And it’s nice that the 
program rotates.”

Robertson’s students shared their 
excitement about the Rotating Reads 
program: 
 “I like the Clifford book.” 
 “Most are good ones.” 

 “They are awesome to read.” 
 “It’s like a present to read.”

“This program is an easy way to 
supplement the classroom library and 
the school library with quality litera-
ture at just the right levels for the stu-
dents in a classroom,” said Sandy An-
tons, K-12 teacher librarian. “Rotating 
the books gives the classrooms new 
books to have throughout the year to 
share. Nothing is more exciting than a 
new book in the hands of a child!”

 

The Grant Wood AEA Media Center’s 
Rotating Reads Program launched in 
September 2010. The program  
currently serves 116 buildings and 518 
teachers with fiction and informational 
texts. Melva Starr, GWAEA media  
specialist, completed the book selec-
tion process based on student reading 
and interest levels.

For questions about Rotating Reads, 
contact Jodi Flynn, 319-399-66552 or  
jflynn@gwaea.org.




