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Learning Together

Grant Wood AEA introduced the Secondary Read-
ing Program Initiative during the October 11 meet-
ing in Cedar Rapids. The goal of this initiative is to 
increase reading comprehension for struggling readers 
and provide support for developing higher order read-
ing comprehension in content areas for all students.  
The focus of SRP will be on comprehension of both 
fiction and non-fiction texts, but vocabulary and flu-
ency will be addressed as well.  SRP is not a school-
wide program; it is for a specific group of students.  

Schools registered for this initiative during the spring 
of 2005.  Participants in SRP will meet five times dur-
ing the 2005-2006 school year.  

Teachers used a pendulum as part of an inquiry in-
vestigation during the first session of the Grant Wood 

AEA Inquiry Institute held during October. Participat-
ing teachers work with a common investigation while 
identifying critical elements for inquiry learning for 
their students.
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Preparing high school students for the future
The changing nature of 

our world is encouraging 
educators from across the 
country to examine high 
school instruction. Con-
versations are taking place 
about how to equip today’s 
students with the necessary 
skills to navigate tomorrow’s 
workforce and emerging 
technologies.

In addition to exploring 
areas of improvement, these 
conversations build a sense 
of community by involving 
educators, students, parents, 
community members, and 
employers.

A new initiative in 
Iowa, known as “Brighter 
Futures,” is focused on 
improving the skills and 
competence of high school 
graduates. Pam Pfitzenmaier, 

administrator with the Divi-
sion of Early Childhood, 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education, Iowa Depart-
ment of Education, dis-
cusses this initiative in this 
issue and its implications 
for the future of Iowa’s high 
schools.

In Area 10, high school 
leadership teams have be-
gun meeting at Grant Wood 
AEA to explore individual 
building improvements. 

All of these efforts are  
part of Grant Wood AEA’s 
mission, “To ensure suc-
cess for all learners.”

Share your thoughts about this 
issue of The Linker. 

and click on

The Linker Readership Survey.

www.aea10.k12.ia.us/intranet/commofc.html
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by Pam Pfitzenmaier, 
Administrator 
Division of Early Childhood, 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education 
Iowa Department of 
Education

By now, staff members in 
every high school in the state 
– if not the nation – have 
heard the call to examine 
how well they are preparing 
their students for “brighter 
futures.” Iowa educators have 
undertaken action in response 
and continue to seek sup-
port as they wrestle with the 
challenges of implementing 
change in their high schools. 
The area education agencies 
and the Iowa Department 
of Education have made a 
commitment to work with 
districts in this important 
endeavor.  

Evidence from Iowa high 
schools and those across the 
nation continues to demon-
strate the critical importance 
of schools collecting and ana-
lyzing their data, especially 
when embarking on change 
or a new initiative. The fol-
lowing are just a few of the 
lessons our schools are learn-
ing as they take a deeper look 
at their current reality.

The high school improve-
ment process is a part of 
the comprehensive school 
improvement process. Not 
surprisingly, districts are find-
ing that their experience with 
the Comprehensive School 
Improvement Plan (CSIP) 
process has provided them 
valuable groundwork for high 

school improvement. After 
all, the high school is part of 
the overall district. And just 
as the CSIP process starts 
by gathering and examining 
data, so too are high schools 
involved in a teasing out of 
data at the building level. 
They are asking questions 
such as “What does the de-
tail tell us about the current 
reality in our school?” After 
the data is organized, high 
schools are encouraged to 
find the “stories” behind data. 

These “stories” can be found 
through questions such as, 
“Why are the achievement 
levels of our females lower 
in math?  What factors are 
causing them not to enroll in 
courses such as trigonometry 
and calculus?”  

When in doubt, it helps 
to sit down and listen to the 
“system.” This past winter 
and spring, Iowa Department 
of Education Director Judy 
Jeffrey traveled all across the 
state to engage in 85 differ-
ent visits with local district 
superintendents, high school 
principals and school board 
members. Her purpose was 
to listen to local educators to 
gather data about changes go-
ing on in high schools. In the 
same manner, we are finding 

that high school educators are 
gathering data by listening to 
their recent graduates. They 
are listening as parents and 
community members express 
their hopes and dreams for 
their offspring. And they are 
listening to regional employ-
ers talk about the emerging 
job skills they value. And 
high schools are more care-
fully listening to their current 
students, especially around 
such questions as whether 
they feel challenged and sup-
ported in their coursework, 
especially during the critical 
senior year.  This “deep lis-
tening” is part of the overall 
data collection process.

Content data should in-
clude both “legacy” content 
as well as “future” content. 
We note from the literature 
that good data includes infor-
mation about future-oriented 
workplace skill requirements 
and the impact of technology 
on student learning patterns.  
As schools examine their 
“current reality,” they are 
encouraged to take a close 
look at the content and skills 
they emphasize. Educator and 

games expert Marc Prensky 
talks about the two types of 
skills that should be taught in 
our schools. The first set of 

skills Prensky calls “legacy” 
skills. These include the very 
familiar literacy, math, and 
history knowledge and skills. 
But, Prensky reminds us that 
we cannot ignore the “future” 
skills such as technology, eth-
ics, politics, robotics, genom-
ics, etc. Part of the data high 
schools are seeking not only 
includes what these skills 
need to be but also an analy-
sis of where the content and 

BRIGHTER FUTURES is Iowa’s  
new initiative focused on improving  

the skills and competence of  
high school graduates. 

Chart your students’ path to “BRIGHTER FUTURES”
skills are taught in the high 
school experience.

Colleges and universities 
can provide us with valu-
able data. Iowa’s community 
colleges are increasing their 
activity with high schools in 
their areas to pinpoint specific 

content and skills in which 
incoming college students 
struggle. For example, if in-
coming college students can-
not accurately calculate the 
square footage of a driveway, 

high school staff are finding 

that is much more useful in-
formation than simply hearing 
that their high school gradu-
ates cannot “do math.”  Ef-
forts are underway statewide 
to gather this sort of specific 

math data from various col-
leges and universities.

Engage teachers in con-
versations about what chal-
lenging and rigorous courses 
mean to them. One of the 
toughest, yet most valuable, 
conversations engages teams 
of high school teachers dis-
cussing what quality of work 

they expect from students. 
We all know that two English 
teachers may teach the same 
curriculum, but differ greatly 
in their expectations of their 
students. One teacher may 
continuously challenge stu-
dents to keep improving their 
writing quality while another 
teacher lets students just “get 
by.” Rigor is directly tied to 
the expectations that teach-
ers hold for students (and 
students hold for themselves). 
Because teaching is tradition-
ally such an isolated profes-
sion, holding conversations 
where teachers take actual 
student work products and 
discuss whether such work 
is exemplary, satisfactory or 
unacceptable is proving to 
be of great value in moving 
the conversation about rigor 
forward.

There are resources to 
help! The current focus on 
high schools takes effort 
from all educational partners, 
including PK-8, the area 
education agencies, higher 
education and the Department 
of Education. The AEAs are 
leading a statewide coordi-
nated effort to pull together a 
variety of resources (facilita-
tors, leadership efforts, and 
a website). As a follow-up 
to last year’s successful high 
school summit, a second high 
school summit will be held 
in Des Moines on Jan. 23-24, 
2006. Information will be 
sent in the very near future to 
each superintendent. The De-
partment has also developed 
a set of resources for use by 
local educators, including 
Focus on High School Com-

munity Conversations, Rigor 

and Relevance, and High 

School Review Summary. 
These materials may be found 
at www.state.ia.us/educate/
ecese/fohs/index.html. 

Grant Wood AEA is eager 
to provide support to high 
schools as they continue their 
improvement journey.  One 
aspect of support is a series 
of team meetings planned at 
Grant Wood AEA for high 
school leadership teams.  
Several high school teams 
met Oct. 12-13. At the Octo-
ber meetings, the high school 
leadership teams learned 
about the need to continue the 
improvement journey and the 
six parts of high school re-
form in Iowa according to the 
Breaking Ranks approach.  

High school reform activities in Area 10 
Follow-up meetings are 

scheduled on Feb.15, 2006 in 
Coralville and Feb. 16, 2006 
in Cedar Rapids. The Febru-
ary meetings will focus on a 
review of their building data 
to begin to identify an area to 
focus their improvement.  

High school improvement 
meetings are planned June 
13-14, 2006 at Grant Wood 
AEA, 4401 Sixth St. S.W., 
in Cedar Rapids.  The June 
meeting will be a time for 
each high school leadership 
team to develop their plans 
to implement professional 

development during the 
2006-07 school year related 
to the area of concern for 
improvement. The goal will 
be that each high school has 
reviewed their school data, 
identified their highest need, 

and are prepared to proceed 
with a plan of action for im-
provement.

Grant Wood AEA is 
also sponsoring the Dayton 
Academy as an opportunity 
to learn about a high school 
restructuring initiative in 
Dayton, Ohio.  The Dayton 
Academy group will meet 

with superintendents the 
morning of Dec. 7, 2005, 
and with high school leaders 
the afternoon of Dec 7.  This 
will provide local schools a 
further opportunity to learn 
about a restructuring effort 
that is emerging.

Grant Wood AEA 
and Kirkwood 
Community 
College receive 
grant for 
emergency 
response 
and crisis 
management

Grant Wood AEA in col-
laboration with Kirkwood 
Community College has 

received a federal grant of 

$490,216 for emergency 
preparedness.  The proj-
ect’s purpose is to assist 

the 176 school buildings 
within the seven county 
service area of Kirkwood 
and Grant Wood AEA to 

strengthen and improve 

Emergency Response/Cri-
sis Management (ER/CM) 
plans.

The emergency pre-
paredness project goal is to 
assure that all 176 school 
buildings within the AEA 
service area are prepared 

to respond to and recover 

from crisis, including do-
mestic or international acts 

of terror, technological, or 
natural disasters. There 
are four measurable objec-
tives, each aligned with 
one of the four phases of 

crisis planning as identified 
by the U.S. Department of 
Education, Office of Safe 
and Drug Free Schools 
– prevention, preparedness, 
response and recovery.

In announcing receipt 

of the grant, GWAEA Chief 
Administrator Ron Fielder 
said, “Increasing school 
administration and leader-
ship awareness of the 
vulnerabilities their schools 

face, and developing and 
practicing crisis response 

plans that incorporate best 

practices identified by the 
U.S. Department of Educa-
tion and the National Inci-
dent Management System 
(NIMS), will ensure students 
are learning in as safe and 

prepared an environment 

as possible.”
Leslee Sandberg, co-

ordinator of Grant Wood 

AEA’s Critical Incident 

Stress Management (CISM) 
Team, and Kirkwood Com-
munity College emergency 

preparedness coordinators 

Doug Feil and Mike Buser 
will be instrumental in ad-
ministering the work of the 
grant.  Susan Salter will 
oversee coordination of the 

grant.
For more information 

about the grant or the 

GWAEA CISM Team, con-
tact Sandberg at (319) 399-
6802 or via e-mail to lsand-
berg@aea10.k12.ia.us.

High schools in Area 10 
are encouraged to contact 
their Grant Wood AEA 
regional administrator for 
further information related to 
high school improvement  
opportunities or support.
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Approximately 90 educa-
tors from Area 10 are joining 
together to learn new ways 
of supporting students with 
mathematics instruction.

Teaching for Math Under-
standing is a new Grant Wood 
AEA professional develop-
ment course being offered 
during the current school 
year. Participating educators 
include those from 12 school 
districts in Area 10 as well as 
staff from Grant Wood AEA. 

The course content is 
based on standards developed 
by the National Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics 
(NCTM).

Vicki Bachman, GWAEA 
curriculum consultant, 
explained that the course 
evolved as the result of a 
statewide initiative from the 
Iowa Department of Educa-
tion called Every Student 
Counts.  “Each AEA received 
research-based information 
and materials for our use,” she 
explained. “ At Grant Wood 
AEA, we have an extended 
team involved in the state 

Teaching for Math Understanding
course, including school psy-
chologists, special education 
consultants, and GWAEA math 
consultants. As a group, we are 
working to communicate con-
sistently about the curriculum.”

Class participants meet 
during five daylong sessions 

throughout the school year to 
discuss delivery of instruction. 
Bachman explained that the 
homework includes reading re-
search-based texts and resourc-
es as well as implementing the 
new methods of instruction 
back in the classroom. 

“We’re using what we’ve 
practiced in Every Student 
Counts,” she added. “In most 
cases, participants attend the 
class as a member of a district 
team, which includes the K-5 
teacher, the special education 
teacher, a Grant Wood AEA 
staff member, and an admin-
istrator. This helps to increase 
the breadth of the conversa-
tion.”

Data drives instruction
Bachman shared that one 

focus for the first year of 

Teaching for Math Understand-

ing is in response to how 
data drives instruction.

“As a class, we are 
reviewing numbers and 
operations, computational 
strategies, problem solving, 
number sense, mental math, 
use of manipulative materi-
als, children’s literature, and 
assessment,” she said. 

“Many students in our 
AEA use one of the NCTM 
curriculums,” Bachman 
added. “Now, the need is to 
understand how to make the 
most of the curriculum being 
used and to determine where 
there are areas of need, 
regardless of the specific 

curriculum. Are there pieces 
that aren’t included that are 
needed for your district’s 
standards and benchmarks? 
It all goes back to the Iowa 
Professional Development 
Model and what we’re 
working on in relation to In-
structional Decision-Making 
(IDM).”

“IDM uses data to help 
identify children who are 
having problems,” she 

continued. “When you have 
children that are struggling 
in your class, what can you 
do? IDM allows you to gain 
insight into what students 
understand and then design 
instruction using core curric-
ulum. We’re more interested 
in what a child understands 
rather than what a child 
doesn’t understand. It seems 
like a fine distinction, but it 

takes you different places.”
“Through Teaching for 

Math Understanding, we 
want to provide support for 
learning strategies rather 
than have students learn 
mathematics strictly from 
memory,” Bachman said. 
“That help might include us-
ing strategies such as count-
ing on, using tens, double the 
number, doubles plus one, or 
counting backward, regard-
less of what curriculum your 
district has purchased.”

Collaboration is provid-
ing a consistent focus to the 
conversation of future math-
ematics instruction. “From 
the Department of Education, 

to Grant Wood AEA, all of 
these discussions involve an 
effort to pull people together 
in their level of understand-
ing and breakdown some 
of the isolation,” Bachman 
continued. “The diversity 
of districts involved in the 
class demonstrates the range 
of populations served. How-
ever, we’re all talking about 
the same mathematics that 
is based on the NCTM Stan-
dards.”

“We want to shine the 
sunlight on math,” Bachman 
concluded. “There are so 
many ways to help children 
grow in the area of math. Our 
challenge is to be focused 
enough to provide a coherent 
picture, regardless of what 
curriculum people are using.”

For more information 
on Teaching for Math Un-
derstanding, Every Student 
Counts, contact Bachman at 
Grant Wood AEA, (319) 399-
6776, 1-800-332-8488, or via 
e-mail to vbachman@aea10.
k12.ia.us.

Educators present at national science conference
A group of educators from 

Area 10 presented a profes-
sional development strand as 
part of The Next Step Insti-
tute 2005, held Oct. 19-22 in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Sponsored by the national 
Association of Science Mate-
rials Centers, The Next Step 
Institute is an advanced insti-
tute for instructional leader-
ship in K-8 science. The 2005 
institute drew approximately 
300 K-8 science educators 
from across the United States 
as well as international par-
ticipants.

Jeanne Bancroft, GWAEA 
VAST Center consultant, 
explained that the strength 
of the institute is the op-
portunity for participants to 
attend “pathways,” which are 
a sequence of concurrent ses-
sions, each addressing a criti-
cal issue in science education 
reform. 

The pathways allow teams 
of educators to complete their 
learning together, and then 
return home to apply the new 
information with other educa-
tors who share with others 
committed to the common vi-
sion of science literacy for all.

The pathways for this 
year’s institute included Ma-
terials Support, Curriculum 
Integration, Professional De-
velopment, Assessing Student 
Learning in the Inquiry-based 
Classroom, and Building a 
Culture of Evidence.

Educators from Area 10 
who presented the Profes-
sional Development Pathway 
included Jeanne Bancroft, 
Bruce Frana, and Erica Lar-
son, GWAEA science consul-
tants; Vicki Burketta, math 
resource specialist, Iowa City 
Schools; John Dunkhase, 
professor, The University 
of Iowa; Yukiko Hill, Cristi 
Johnson, and Anne Spencer, 
teachers, Weber Elementary, 

Iowa City Schools and VAST 
Center kit specialists.

The Professional Develop-
ment Pathway allowed parti- 
cipants the opportunity to ex-
perience research-supported 
strategies that help teachers 
acquire the content and peda-
gogical expertise necessary 
to improve classroom science 
instruction in grades K-8. 

The group’s presentation 
also incorporated the Iowa 
Professional Development 
Model, which examines stu-
dent data first to adjust pro-
fessional learning to meet the 
needs of students.

A leadership team of Area 
10 educators attended the 
institute to build capacity in 
all five pathways and work 

together when they return to 
apply the learning locally. 
The Next Step leadership 
teams are required to include 
a variety of roles in order to 
increase the likelihood of suc-
cessfully applying the learn-
ing at home. The leadership 
team from Area 10 included 

Chris Day,  GWAEA regional 
administrator; Chris Rohret, 
a community representative 
with the Environmental Proj-
ect;  Mary Zobeck and Carol 
Mann, materials support with 
the VAST Center; Jennifer 
Hancock, a teacher leader 
from the Vinton-Shellsburg 
Schools; Phyllis Anderson, 
Christopher Soldat, and Hope 
Brown, GWAEA science 
consultants with professional 
development responsibilities. 
This expanded team’s atten-
dance was supported through 
a partnership including Grant 
Wood AEA and the Environ-
mental Project.

SMARTS
Science and Math Avenues 
to Renewed Teachers and 
Students

The SMARTS project is 
a three-year Math-Science 
Partnership from the Iowa 
Department of Education. 
It is a result of the collab-
orative efforts among Grant 
Wood AEA, the University 
of Iowa, and local school 
districts. The project’s goal 
is improving elementary 
student achievement in 
mathematics and science. 

Activities of the 
SMARTS project are co-
ordinated by a group of 
science and math educators 
from Grant Wood AEA and 
the University of Iowa.

Participating school 
districts in Area 10 include 
Anamosa, Cedar Rapids, 
College Community, Iowa 
City, Vinton-Shellsburg, 
and Washington.

The SMARTS project 
has three objectives:
Ñ Enhance science and 

math instruction through 
an inquiry approach

Ñ Improve student 
achievement

Ñ Nurture collaboration 
among participating 
teacher teams
The project offers 

participants stipends and 
graduate credit. Watch for 
more information about 
the SMARTS project in the 
Spring 2006 issue of The 

Linker.

Educator’s Night 
at the Cedar 
Rapids Museum 
of Art

The Cedar Rapids 

Museum of Art (CRMA) is 
hosting a Fall/Winter Edu-
cator’s Night on Thursday, 
Dec. 1, from 5-7 p.m.

The evening includes 

free admission for teach-
ers to the “Grant Wood At 
5 Turner Alley” exhibition, 
an opportunity to meet the 

Museum Educators, a spe-
cial discount in the Museum 

Store, door prizes, free ed-
ucational materials, refresh-
ments and much more.

Educators are also in-
vited to stay for a lecture 

presented by Dr. Tom 
Morain, Director of Commu-
nity Outreach, Graceland 
University, titled “Displaced 
Persons Without Leaving 

Home: Iowa in the 20s and 
30s.” The lecture is free 
and open to the public.

For more information, 
email info@crma.org or call 

(319) 366-7503, Ext. 206.

 “We were honored to 
deliver the Professional De-
velopment Pathway at the 
institute,” Bancroft said. “At-
tending these conferences as 
learning teams is one way to 
build capacity so the success 
of the program doesn’t hang 
on an individual. The success 
is based on the collective en-
ergy of the team.”

The Association of Sci-
ence Materials Centers, 
whose mission is to support 
science materials centers in 
the development, implemen-
tation and sustained improve-
ment of science education, 
sponsors The Next Step In-
stitute. For more information, 
visit www.kitsupport.org.
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Bruns explained that one 
assignment for “Culture Day” 
involves asking the students to 
create a Greek newspaper, in-
cluding breaking news stories, 
a tabloid story, the weather, 
classified ads, a food or recipe 

corner, and obituaries. “Every-
thing a daily newspaper would 
have in it,” she said. 

Using the resources of 
Iowa AEA Online, Bruns and 
her class accessed same-day 
information about Greece. “I 
will use Iowa AEA Online 
for everything. I like that it’s 
updated daily and is easy and 
accessible,” she said. “The in-
formation provides credibility 
and accountability at the same 
time.”

 “I will do more hands-on 
activities now because of Iowa 

AEA Online,” Bruns con-
tinued. “I think it will make 
student research easier, less 
stressful, and more accurate as 
well as presentable. I’m going 
to tell my students to go to 
Iowa AEA Online first. This is 

better than any encyclopedia 
we have in any library since 
the information is updated 
daily.”

English Valleys High 
School principal and parent 
Brad Breon, said, “It was 
great to have a technology 
consultant in the classroom 
to assist the teachers, so they 
didn’t have to take time off 
from school.” Kathleen Gos-
linga, a GWAEA technology 
consultant, provided support 
to the district’s educators with 
the use of Iowa AEA Online. 

Superintendent Alan Jen-
sen, also a parent, commented, 
“Grant Wood AEA needs the 
accolades here. We could not 
do any of these things if Grant 
Wood AEA didn’t have the 
personnel to send. As a parent, 
it is great for the students to 
have exposure to this type of 
learning tool that they’ll use 
in the future.”

For more information on 
Iowa AEA Online, contact 
your building media special-
ist or a Grant Wood AEA 
technology consultant at (319) 
399-6700 or 1-800-332-8488.
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Exploring the world with Iowa AEA Online
Samantha said. “The text-
book gets old after awhile. 
You can do so many things 
with a PowerPoint by using 
sounds.”

Joe added, “The Power-
Point helps keep you in fo-
cus. Mr. Teckenburg can walk 
around the room and explain 
things while showing the 
PowerPoint presentation.”

“I’m a new teacher, so I 
haven’t had previous experi-
ences with ordering videos 
from the Grant Wood AEA 
collection,” Teckenburg 
shared. “With the speed of 
unitedstreaming, I could 
preview a four-minute video 
during my prep period and 
immediately know if it was 
the video that I wanted to 
include in my PowerPoint 
presentation.”

Traveling the globe
Jane Bruns and her Senior 

English students annually 
take a tour of Europe with-
out leaving their classroom. 
This year, the electronic 
resources of AccuNet™/AP® 
Multimedia Archive, Ac-
cuWeather, and World Book 
Online helped Bruns and her 
students at English Valleys 
Jr./Sr. High experience “Cul-
ture Day” in a new way.

Teckenburg and students discuss classroom curriculum using the 
resources of Iowa AEA Online.

ICN session 
to focus on 
“Celebrating 
Inclusion”

In celebration of Na-
tional Inclusive Schools 
Week, Dec. 5-9, the 
GWAEA Inclusion Re-
source Team and GWAEA 

Parent/Educator Partner-
ship will sponsor a panel 
discussion presented via 

the Iowa Communications 
Network (ICN) titled, “What 
Are Students Saying About 
Being in Special Education 
and Working With Special 
Education Students?”  

The presentation is 

scheduled on Tuesday, 
Dec. 6, from 4:00-5:30 p.m. 
at the following ICN sites: 

Anamosa High School

Cedar Rapids,  
Grant Wood AEA

Center Point-Urbana 
High School

Iowa City Schools,  
Administration Bldg.

Solon Middle School

Tipton High School

Van Horne, Benton  
Community High School

Williamsburg High 

School

The panel will include 
former students in gen-
eral and special education 

sharing their experiences. 
Handouts will include short 
self-advocacy lessons, 
a transitioning resource 

guide, and other valuable 
resources on the topic. 

Registration is neces-
sary so that the appropriate 

amount of handouts will be 
available at each site. To 
register, call June Teigland, 
GWAEA Professional 

Development, at (319) 399-
6767, 1-800-332-8488, or 
via e-mail to jteigland@
aea10.k12.ia.us.

A sample of the “Greek 
Times,” created by high school 
students for “Culture Day.”

Instructional Decision-
Making (IDM) builds on 
Grant Wood AEA’s Solu-
tions Focused Process (SFP) 
of improving a student’s 
school success through solu-
tions within the general edu-
cation environment.  

The ultimate goal of IDM 
is to improve school suc-
cess for all students. IDM 
requires the use of research-
based curriculum, instruc-
tion, and strategies. Three 
cycles of instruction are in-
cluded: core, supplemental, 
and intensive. Differentiated 
instruction is an essential 
part of the core instructional 
program. Students are fur-
ther supported within the 
general education environ-
ment through supplemental 
and intensive instruction 
plans.

Student data is used to 
determine future educational 
needs and services to meet 
those needs. Data is gathered 
and analyzed through prog-
ress monitoring to determine 
the effectiveness of an 
intervention. The student’s 
response to an intervention 
is examined to determine 
educational needs.

Increasing academic 
performance

“When we first heard 

about the IDM model, we 
thought someone finally 

formalized a model that is 
in line with the way we do 
things at English Valleys,” 
explained Amy Andreassen, 
principal at English Valleys 
Elementary. 

“All of our teachers use 
supplemental plans in their 
classrooms,” she continued. 
“When we first approached 

our teachers with the new 
IDM forms, there was some 
questioning about how this 
was different than what we 
were already doing in the 
classroom. But, throughout 
the last year, the IDM supple-
mental and intensive forms 
have really helped streamline 
and standardize our individu-
alized instruction.” 

“I believe that IDM fits re-
ally well with the rest of our 
endeavors, especially with 
the Iowa Professional Devel-
opment Model (IPDM) and 
the teacher standards,” she 
said. “The teachers use IDM 
as a way to stay accountable 
for their students’ needs.”

Careyanne Wood, who 
teaches English at Midland 
Middle School in Lost Na-

tion, describes IDM as an 
effective process, and as with 
any new procedure, time is 
needed for transition, learn-
ing, and implementation.

“I used IDM last year to 
support a reading curriculum 
reinforced with supplemental 
instruction,” she explained. 
“I pulled in stories that we 
were using to work on the 
intensive. Social studies and 
science books were incor-
porated to enhance reading 
fluency. As a class, we would 

read a passage from the sci-
ence book. Then, I would ask 
the class, ‘What is the para-
graph saying? What can you 
infer?’”

Wood used inferring, 
content sight words and 
syllabication to build and 
strengthen reading level. Her 
curriculum modifications 

resulted in improved student 
academic performance. She 
credits collegiality with other 
teachers in her building as an 
important aspect of the IDM 
process.

Data drives decisions
Sue Skala, principal at 

College Community’s Prairie 
Crest Elementary, pointed out 
that IDM encourages teach-
ers to reflect on their use of 

resources and data. 

“That’s how we came to 
grouping in different ways,” 
she elaborated. “More teach-
ers are working together as 
grade-level teams to figure 

out ways to include small 
group instruction. We are also 
training our support staff so 
they can provide a little bit of 
supplemental instruction for 
reading.”

“IDM allows us to track 
student progress better than 
we used to,” she continued. 
“Even our pre- and post 
testing to really know what 
the students understand has 
been enhanced by the IDM 
process.”  

“Many see IDM as a path 
to special education,” she 
concluded. “I see IDM as 
exactly what it is, a deci-
sion-making model for gen-
eral education students. It’s a 
process and a framework for 
what best practices are cur-
rently out there. IDM allows 
us to look at all students as a 
group, and then make plans 
to change instruction to meet 
those needs.”

For more information 
about IDM, contact a Grant 
Wood AEA regional admin-
istrator at (319) 399-6700 or 
1-800-332-8488.

Improving student success using IDM

E-newsletter 
shares 
workplace 
successes

The Workplace Learning 
Connection, who brings 
you quality career educa-
tion programs, has started 
a bimonthly e-newsletter, 
Nexus.  Every edition of 
Nexus includes stories 
about successful students 
and events as well as im-
portant information for 
parents about helping their 
children prepare for the real 
world of work.

Sign-up for the next 
issue of Nexus, available 
Nov. 9, and view the “In-
ternship Gallery” at the new 
and improved website for 
The Workplace Learning 
Connection located at  
www.workplace-learning.org.   
 

Teachers and students in the 
English Valleys School Dis-
trict are using the educational 
resources of Iowa AEA Online 
(www.iowaaeaonline.org) to 
supplement curriculum and 
open new doors for learning.

Garrick Teckenburg, who 
teaches social studies at Eng-
lish Valleys Jr./Sr. High, used 
unitedstreaming to download 
digital videos about the 
Civil War to include as part of 
classroom PowerPoint presen-
tations. 

 “As a class, we used 
digital videos from united-

streaming to learn about the 
different battles of the Civil 
War,” he said. Teckenburg en-
couraged the students to use 
the PowerPoint slide sheets 
for writing down their notes, 
focusing on the important 
points. The notes pages then 
served as a reference to assist 
the students with test prepara-
tion.

Two students in Teck-
enburg’s class shared their 
appreciation for this type of 
learning experience. “The 
PowerPoints made it more 
fun and more interesting,” 

Visit the  
Grant Wood AEA  

website at  
www.aea10.k12.ia.us



4 The LINKER  |  Grant Wood AEA  |  Winter 2005PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Grant Wood AEA Professional Development Courses
Complete course information including description, fees, and registration information can be accessed on our website,  
www.aea10.k12.ia.us.   
Courses may be cancelled if minimum enrollments are not met.  Register early to avoid class closings or cancellations. 

Credit types: R  – Licensure Renewal
D – Drake Graduate

Kathy Dulle  
 Professional Development  
 Coordinator
 (319) 399-6517  
 1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6517
 kdulle@aea10.k12.ia.us
Tammy Carolan 
 Secretary/Registrar
 (319) 399-6771  
 1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6771
  tcarolan@aea10.k12.ia.us
June Teigland  
 Secretary/Registrar
 (319) 399-6767  
 1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6767
 jteigland@aea10.k12.ia.us

Refund Policy:
Registration and material 

fees are refundable up to one 
week prior to the start of the 
course or workshop. A $10 
administrative fee will be 
retained. In an emergency 
situation, which necessitates 
dropping a class less than 
one week prior or after it has 
started, it is the discretion of 
the Professional Development 
Coordinator to approve a re-
fund or credit voucher for an-
other class. All refund requests 
must be submitted in writing to 
the Professional Development  
Office within two weeks of the  
class conclusion.

NUM. TITLE INSTRUCTOR(S)   BEGIN     END TIME     CREDIT

Grant Wood Area  
Education Agency

Professional Development
Quick Reference

www.aea10.k12.ia.us 

___________________
License Folder #

M – Morningside Graduate
P – Paraeducator Certification

SA – Substitute Authorization
SAR – Substitute Authorization Renewal

9028-05-01 An Integrated Approach for Intervention with Young Children  
Emphasizing the Floor Time Approach Steffensmeier 11/4/05 11/4/05 8:30 am-4 pm 

9089-05-01 Making Response to Intervention (RTI) Work in Schools Tilly 11/9/05 11/9/05 12-2 pm 

9075-05-01 Helping Deaf Children Learn to Read Reichle 11/11/05 11/11/05 8 am-4 pm 

9091-05-01 Choices® Planner & CD for Experienced Users Bahl, Hogan 11/29/05 11/29/05 9 am-12 pm 

9092-05-01 Choices® Planner Training for New Users Bahl, Hogan 11/29/05 11/29/05 1-4 pm 

9076-05-01 Issues in Childhood Stuttering:  Research, Assessment and Therapy Zebrowski, Louco 12/2/05 12/2/05 8:30 am-4 pm 

9077-05-01 Early Intervention in Natural Environments:  5 Practices McWilliam 12/5/05 12/5/05 8:30 am-4 pm 

9078-05-01 Differentiated Instruction – Meeting the Needs of All Learners,  
Grades K-12 Campbell 1/9/06 1/9/06 8:30 am-4 pm 

8008-05-02 Para Certification – Professional Strategies Andres 1/11/06 3/8/06 5-8:30 pm P

9802-05-03 Medication Administration Haefner 1/12/06 1/12/06 4-6 pm 

3450-05-01 Reading in the Content Areas Horton 1/12/06 4/27/06 5-9 pm M

9678-05-03 Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Recertification Weyant 1/13/06 1/13/06 8-11:30 am 

8007-05-03 Para Certification – Behavioral Strategies Wade Nagle 1/14/06 4/22/06 8:30 am-3 pm P

9678-05-04 Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Recertification Weyant 1/16/05 1/16/05 1:30-4:30 pm 

4023-05-03 Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS) Training Kremer 1/17/06 1/18/06 9 am- 3:30 pm R, M, PR

9678-05-05 Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Recertification Weyant 1/18/06 1/18/06 5:30-8:30 pm 

9079-05-01 Velopharyngeal Inadequacy vs. Voice Disorders?:   
Differences in Etiology & Management Karnell 1/20/06 1/20/06 8:30 am-12 pm 

4088-05-01 National Consortium for Teaching About Asia Tucker, Watson 1/21/06 4/22/06 9 am-3 pm R

3058-05-03 Habits of Mind Williams 1/31/06 2/28/06 6-9 pm R, D, SAR

9096-05-01 Pivotal Response Treatment (PRT) for Children with 

 Autism Spectrum Disorders Openden 2/2/06 2/2/06 8:30 am-4 pm 

9032-05-01 Advanced Adapted Storybooks Freed 2/6/06 2/6/06 8:30 am-3 pm 

9071-05-02 Data Tools for Autism Spectrum Disorders Copeland, Easton, Dixon 2/7/06 2/7/06 8:30 am-3:30 pm 

9080-05-01 The Integrated Approach – Revisited Steffensmeier, Wagner,  
 Parker 2/7/06 2/7/06 8:30 am-12 pm 

9032-05-02 Advanced Adapted Storybooks Freed 2/9/06 2/9/06 8:30 am-3 pm 

9921-05-01 Quickstart to Adapted Storybooks – Parents & Teachers Freed 2/9/06 2/9/06 6:30-8 pm 

9678-05-06 Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Recertification Weyant 2/13/06 2/13/06 1:30-4:30 pm 

0461-05-02 Talents Unlimited Galli, Weston 2/13/06 4/13/06 5:30-8:30 pm R, D

9081-05-01 $how Me the Money:  An Introduction to Grant Writing for School Nurses Nietupski 2/16/06 2/16/06 1-4 pm N

9951-05-01 How to Read Research – Data Interpretation Bancroft 2/21/06 2/21/06 1-4 pm 

9970-05-01 Office Ergonomics:  Taking Action and Exercise for Injury Prevention Cizio 2/21/06 2/21/06 10:30-11:30 am 

9843-05-01 Adapted Storybooks for Beginners Freed 2/23/06 2/23/06 8:30 am-3 pm 

9956-05-02 Early Literacy Instruction:  Learn-Create-Implement Polehna 2/27/06 2/27/06 5-8 pm 

9070-05-02 Behavior Analysis:  Nuts & Bolts Trier, Sunner, Copeland 3/1/06 3/1/06 8:30 am-3:30 pm 

9303-05-03 Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Certification Jones 3/2/06 3/9/06 9 am-3 pm 

9082-05-01 Evidence Based Practice: Concepts & Implication for School Based  
Speech & Language Services Tomblin, McGregor 3/2/06 3/2/06 8:30 am-4 pm 

9083-05-01 Otistis Media: Manifestations, Diagnosis, Management and Sequelae Baumann 3/7/06 3/7/06 9-11:30 am N

9037-05-02 Solving Behavioral Issues in Autism Trier, Sunner, Copeland 3/9/06 3/9/06 9 am-4 pm 

9088-05-01 The 2005 IDEA Regulations: What They Mean for Implementing the  
Nation’s Education Law for Individuals with Disabilities Milliken, Ralabate,  
 Thompson, Whitmire 3/15/06 3/15/06 12-2 pm

0133-05-02 Human Relations Highland 3/21/06 5/16/06 5-10 pm R, M, SAR, PR

9678-05-07 Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Recertification Jones 4/4/06 4/4/06 9 am-12 pm 

9087-05-01 Making the Grade: Effective High Schools for All Students Gloeckler, McNulty 5/3/06 5/3/06 12-2 pm 

9084-05-01 Thinking About You, Thinking About Me Winner 5/10/06 5/10/06 8:30 am-4 pm 

PR – Paraeducator Certification Renewal

N – Nursing CEUs

  

Name  __________________________________________________________ 

Address  ________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________ 

Folder #   ______   ______   ______   ______   ______   ______

Last course:  Month__________________________ Year _________________ 

Course Title _____________________________________________________

Use Grant Wood AEA van mail address if you have one. _______________

TR
A

N
S

C
R

IP
T 

R
E

Q
U

E
S

T 
FO

R
M

To obtain a transcript of all courses completed through Grant Wood AEA, complete this form and send it along with 
your van mail address or self-addressed stamped envelope to: Professional Development Program, Grant Wood AEA, 
4401 Sixth Street, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404-4499

Effective April 1988, all teachers and administrators submitting for relicensing must supply proof of courses completed 
upon application. The Bureau of Teacher Licensure will not accept records from the AEA or the applicant prior to formal 
application for renewal. You must send the original "embossed" copy of your transcript.

Please check all that apply: Non-credit      Continuing Ed. Units    

   Relicensure Credit     Graduate Credit

Contacts
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Credit Codes

CONFIRMATION
NOTE: Even though your registration is confirmed, a class may be cancelled 
due to insufficient enrollment or other reasons beyond our control.  You will be 
notified in such a case as soon as possible.
HELP your colleagues.  If you enroll and find later that you are unable to at-
tend, please call us at 1-800-798-9771, ext. 6697, to cancel your registration.  
Others may be waiting for an opening.

R =  Teacher Recertification
D =  Graduate (Drake)
A =  Administrative 

C =  Competency Training

M =  Grad. (Morningside)
P =  Para Certification
N =  Nursing CEUs

For those classes with a total registration fee over $50, you may elect to pay 
a $10 reservation fee which will hold your space but is not part of the regis-
tration fee.  This fee is non-transferable and non-refundable.  Full payment 
must be made two weeks prior to course start date. 

No Credit = O

1

2

3

Visit the Professional 
Development section 
of the Grant Wood 

AEA website for  
information on the  

following.

Did you know  
you can…
û register for profes-

sional develop-
ment courses  

and workshops

û view your tran-
script

û view your class 
registrations 

(dates, times  
and location)

…online?

Here’s how:
www.aea10.k12.ia.us

Click on the  

paragraph titled 

“Professional  
Development”

Click on  

“Registration  
Procedures”

Click on “Elec-
tronic Registra-
tion” and log in

Need more  

information? Call  
the Grant Wood AEA 

Professional Devel-
opment Program 

at 1-800-798-9771, 
Ext. 6771, (319) 
399-6771, or TDD 
(319) 399-6766.

Forty-five area educators are par-
ticipants of the 2005-2006 Contem-
porary School Leadership Program, 
sponsored by Grant Wood Area Edu-
cation Agency. 

Those chosen include Area 10 
educators from the following school 
districts and Grant Wood AEA: Cedar 
Rapids, College Community, Tipton, 
the Iowa Braille and Sight-Saving 
School, Waverly-Shell Rock, and 
West Branch.

Participants meet for one full-day 
session each month from September 
through April, studying topics such 
as managing and planning change, 
systems thinking, advanced group 
processes, school improvement, and 
applications of technology. Among the 
list of guest presenters are national ex-
perts Susan Leddick and Lee Jenkins.

Tuition for the program is paid by 
the participant in combination with 
support from the school district and 
the AEA from their region. Grant 
Wood AEA awards a $250 scholar-
ship to each participant. Graduate 
credit is available through Drake 
University.

This is the ninth year the Contem-
porary School Leadership Program 
has been in existence. The program 
includes classes held in Cedar Rapids 
and Burlington. Trace Pickering, CSL 
coordinator, explained, “Contempo-
rary School Leadership provides area 
educators, both administrators and 
teachers, with rich and novel experi-
ences to help them manage and make 
sense of the rapid changes and high 
demands we see in education today.  
Past participants continue to return to 
our annual CSL reunions and rate CSL 
as one of their most significant profes-
sional learning experiences.”

For more information, contact 
Pickering at (319) 399-6550 or 1-800-
332-8488, Ext. 6550, or via e-mail to 
tpickering@aea10.k12.ia.us.

The Principals’ Leadership 
Academy enters its second year 
of providing practicing principals 
and assistant principals in Area 10 
with the opportunity to expand their 
professional development through a 
series of workshops designed using 
principles in the Iowa Professional 
Development Model. This year, su-
perintendents and higher education 
representatives are also participat-
ing.

Sponsored by Grant Wood AEA, 
the focus of the 2005-2006 Prin-
cipals’ Leadership Academy is on 
“balanced leadership,” those leader-
ship behaviors that are essential to 
increased student learning. 

Participants will attend learning 
sessions led by Dr. Tim Waters, 
co-author/researcher of Balanced 

Leadership Framework: School 

Leadership That Works. Dr. Waters 
is the CEO of the Mid-continent  
Research for Education and Learn-
ing (McREL), and is a former  
superintendent and principal.

Eight learning sessions are 
scheduled during the school year 
with discussions to include leader-

ship responsibilities shown by research 
to impact student achievement, manag-
ing change, and creating a purpose-
ful community. Sessions focused on 
implementation are also planned. 
Between group learning sessions, 
participants will complete assignments 
designed to encourage content applica-
tion to their daily leadership activities. 

Grant Wood AEA Associate Admin-
istrator Bonnie Boothroy explained 
that, “There is a growing body of 
evidence showing that leadership does 
make a difference in student achieve-
ment. Participants in this academy are 
learning which leadership behaviors 
make the most difference in managing 
change focused on student learning.”

For more information on the Prin-
cipals’ Leadership Academy, contact 
Boothroy at (319) 399-6803, 1-800-
332-8488, Ext. 6803, or via e-mail to 
bboothroy@aea10.k12.ia.us.

Contemporary School Leadership 
Program begins ninth year

Principals’ Leadership Academy 
Balanced Leadership:  
School Leadership That Works
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Our goal is to make 

sure teachers have 

access to materials 

when they need them.

 

 (

INSTRUCTIONAL MEDIA – SCHOOL TECHNOLOGY

The Grant Wood AEA Student Book Collection 

With the continued empha-
sis on No Child Left Behind 
and reading, and the increas-
ing importance of student 
achievement, the Grant Wood 
AEA Media Center’s book 
collection is designed to be 
an educational partner to both 
supplement and support the 
strategies employed to meet 
these initiatives.
The student book collection 
in the Grant Wood AEA Media 
Center has two components:
• Individual copies of books 

on a variety of topics
• Boxed books, multiple sets 

and guided reading sets 
Both are intended to help ed-

ucators as they continue to look 
for ways to increase student 
knowledge and achievement.   
Individual book titles
• What kind of titles are in 

this collection?
Since 2000, 2,496 titles 

have been added to the collec-
tion.  The emphasis has been 
on nonfiction to support all cur-
riculum areas with an emphasis 
on science.   Many titles have 
Lexile levels added to the cata-
log record and if appropriate, a 
subject heading identifying it as 
a nonfiction title.

Multiples, Boxed books and 
Guided reading sets

Since 2000, 415 sets have 
been added to the collection  
• What kind of titles are in 

this collection?
– Multiples are groups of 

12 or 15 copies of the 
same title.

– Boxed books are sets of 
usually 25 books on a 
topic.

– Guided reading sets are 
six copies of six titles 
at the same or very 
similar reading levels.

All materials in the student 
book collection are available 
in the GWAEA Online Catalog 
at http://medianet.aea10.
k12.ia.us.

Online services are avail-
able 24/7 with new materials 
added on a weekly basis.  To 
access the newest additions 
in the student book collec-

tion, users should check titles 
listed in the mediagraphies.
What are Mediagraphies? 

A mediagraphy is a group 
of titles selected as a subset 
of the full catalog to aid in 
searching.  To see what’s new 
in the book collection, follow 
these instructions:
1. Access the online catalog 

at http://medianet.aea10.
k12.ia.us and click on the 
“Mediagraphies” link.  

2. Select “New Student 
Books, Multiples, and 
Boxed Sets Added in Last 
90 Days” to view all of 
the latest titles (bottom of 
screen).

To locate Lexile levels 
1. Access the online catalog 

at  http://medianet.
aea10.k12.ia.us and go to 
the Media Catalog Search 
screen.

2. Enter “Lexile” as the 
search term.

3. Select  “Subject browse”  
instead of  “Keyword.”

4. Submit your request.

5. The returned list will show 
the subject headings that 
have been used to identify 
materials with individual 
Lexile levels.

6. To see a listing of indi-
vidual titles under each 
subject, click on any of the 
subjects.

Easy access to  
Nonfiction books

To assist you in your use 
of nonfiction in the class-
room, nonfiction books and 

professional books for teach-
ing nonfiction can be found in 

our catalog. To locate student 
books:
1.  Access the online catalog 

at http://medianet.aea10.
k12.ia.us and click on 
“Search Full Catalog.”

2.  Enter “nonfiction books” 

as the search term.
3.  Select “Subject Browse” 

instead of “Keyword.”
4.  Submit your request.

To locate Professional 
books on working with non-
fiction, do the following:

 1. Access the online catalog 
as above and click on 
“Search Full Catalog.”

 2. Enter “nonfiction” as the 

search term.
 3. Select “Title by Subject” 

instead of “Keyword.”
 4. Under the “Collection” 

pull-down menu, select 
“Professional Books.”

 5. Submit your request. 
Multiples  

These sets contain 12 or 
15 copies of the same title.  
To locate Multiples sets:
1.   Access the online catalog 

at http://medianet.aea10.
k12.ia.us and click on 
“Search Full Catalog.”

2.  Enter “Multiples” as the 
search term.

3.  Select “Titles by Series” 
instead of “Keyword.”

4.  You may select additional 
criteria for your search at 
this time (ie:  Audience 
level).

5.  Submit your request.
6.  Click on any of the titles 

to see the record.
Guided reading 

These sets contain six 
copies of six titles and are 
grouped according to level.  

New titles in the Student Book Collection
The following are new individual titles available from  

the student book collection. 
Ancient Mesopotamia: the Sumerians, Babylonians, and Assyrians 
(172179)
Schomp, Virginia. IJ   935 SCH 2004
Animal snackers (172169)
Lewin, Betsy.  EC P  811.54 LEW 2004 
Awakening the dragon: the Dragon Boat Festival (171855)
Chan, Arlene. I 951 CHA 2004
The Best book of ancient Rome (171838)
Murrell, Deborah Jane.  PI  937.602 MUR 2004
Big sister now: a story about me and our new baby (172313)
Sheldon, Annette.  P   306.875 SHE  2006
Carbon (172314)  (Series:  True Book)
Tocci, Salvatore. PI  546.681 TOC 2004
The Cats in Krasinski Square (171994)
Hesse, Karen.   P  FIC HES 2004
Chameleon chameleon (171853)
Cowley, Joy. P  597.956 COW 2005
Choo choo clickety-clack! (171852)
Mayo, Margaret.  EC P FIC MAY 2005
Cory stories: a kid’s book about living with ADHD (172310)
Kraus, Jeanne.   PI  618.92 KRA  2005
Discover the moon (171859) 
Lacroux, Jean.   IJS 523.3 LAC 2003 
Don’t squeal unless it’s a big deal: a tale of tattletales (172312)
Ransom, Jeanie Franz.   P  FIC RAN 2005
A Dream of freedom: the civil rights movement from 1954 to 1968 
(172182)
McWhorter, Diane.  IJ  323.11 MCW 2004
Everglades forever: restoring America’s great wetland (171836)
Marx, Trish. PI  508.759 MAR 2004
George vs. George: the American Revolution as seen by both sides 
(171997)
Schanzer, Rosalyn. I  973.3 SCH 2004

GWAEA Van Delivery Guidelines

Our goal is to make 
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when they need them.
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sure teachers have 

access to materials 

when they need them.

  

Both fiction and non-fiction 

sets are available.  To locate 
Guided reading sets:
1.  Access the online catalog 

at: http://medianet.
aea10.k12.ia.us and 
click on “Search Full 
Catalog.”

2.  Enter “Guided reading” as 
the search term.

3. Select “Titles by Series” 
instead of “Keyword.”

4. You may select additional 
criteria for your search at 
this time (ie:  Audience 
level). 

5. Submit your request.
6. Click on any of the titles 

to see the record and titles 
of books in each set.
Materials from the student 

book collection were used by 
33 districts and 23 nonpublic 
schools during the 2004-05 
school year.  All 33 districts 
and 16 nonpublic schools used 
12,054 individual book titles, 
which was an 8.54 percent 
increase from the previous 
year.  All 33 districts and 11 
nonpublic schools used 4,959 
multiples, boxed books and 
guided reading sets, which 
was  a 10.27 percent increase 
from the previous year.

Home (172002)
Harrison, Jean.  I  363.593 HAR 2004
I am a sea turtle: the life of a green sea turtle (172186)  
(Series: I live in the ocean)
Stille, Darlene R. ECP  597.928 STI 2005
I don’t know why— I guess I’m shy (172311)
Cain, Barbara. P  FIC CAI 2000
If not for the cat: haiku (171991) 
Prelutsky, Jack.   PIJ  811.54 PRE 2004
Looking for jaguar and other rainforest poems (171854)
Katz, Susan.   PI  811.54 KAT 2005
Maritcha: a nineteenth-century American girl (171837)
Bolden, Tonya.   IJ  974.71 BOL 2004
Merlin and the making of the king (172178)
Hodges, Margaret. PI  398.2 HOD 2004
Nonsense! (172162)
Lear, Edward.   PI  821.8 LEA 2004
Ocean counting: odd numbers (171843)
Pallotta, Jerry.  ECP  513.211 PAL 2004
Paul Revere’s ride (171841)   (Step into reading : step 3)
Corey, Shana.   P  92 REV 2004
The Periodic table (172318)
Tocci, Salvatore. PI  546.8 TOC 2004
Pio peep!: traditional Spanish nursery rhymes (169103)
 P  398.8 PIO 2003
Please bury me in the library (171851)
Lewis, J. Patrick. PI  811.54 LEW 2004
The Science of a light bulb (171831) (Series: Science word)
Evans, Neville.  I  621.326 EVA 2000
Stars beneath your bed: the surprising story of dust (172027)
Sayre, April Pulley. P  551.51 SAY 2005
The Tarantula scientist (172184)
Montgomery, Sy.  PIJ  595.44 MON 2004
Teeth, tails & tentacles: an animal counting book (172161)
Wormell, Christopher.   ECP  513.211 WOR 2004
Walt Whitman: words for America (171995) 
Kerley, Barbara.  PI  92 WHI  2004
Wild about books (171992) 
Sierra, Judy. P  FIC SIE  2004

start or weather-related closing dates.  Unless extended, 
materials must be returned on the next van to avoid a late fee.

| One building is closed but the remainder of buildings in 
the district are open.  Arrangements must be made to have 
materials picked up and delivered to one of the other build-
ings.  Late fees will be billed for materials not returned or 
extended.

| Calendar changes due to snow days should be reported to 
Charlotte Haddy by the superintendent or his designee.  
Call 1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6750, or via e-mail to  
chaddy@aea10.k12.ia.us.

Supporting reading initiatives in local schools

Order your free 
Henry Wallace DVD

The Grant 

Wood AEA 

Media Center 

has over 100 

copies of the 

DVD, “Henry A. Wallace,” 
which we will give to teach-
ers upon request.  These 
DVDs are FREE and re-
quests should be directed 

to Diane Egly in the media 
center at reservations@

aea10.k12.ia.us.
The DVD, produced 

by Iowa Public Television 
(IPTV), provides educators 
with rich content to spark 
students’ interest in people 

and events spanning the 

first half of the 20th century. 
To learn more, visit www.
iptv.org/education.

Christie 
Vilsack’s  
“In the Middle” 
Reading Club

Iowa First Lady Christie 
Vilsack has extended her 
summer interactive, online 
book club for middle school 

students, “In the Middle,” 
into the school year. Each 
month, students will get the 
chance to read a selected 

book and be able to discuss 

it online with the First Lady 
and other students using the 

First Lady’s website, www.
christievilsack.org. Mrs.Vil-
sack, a teacher herself, will 
post discussion questions 

and often suggest writing 
projects related to the book. 
Information on how to join 
the club is available on the 

website.   
In September, the select-

ed book was the sixth Harry 
Potter novel, “Harry Potter 
and the Half-Blood Prince,” 
by J. K. Rowling. Future 
books will be announced 
as they are selected. The 
selections are generally 

chosen with sixth-, seventh- 
and eighth-graders in mind. 
However, any students who 
would enjoy the club are 
welcome to participate.  

Classroom teachers, 
public librarians and teach-
er-librarians are certainly 
encouraged to use the book 

club in any ways they feel 
are appropriate in encourag-
ing students to read. If you 
have questions, please call 
Dennis Carroll in the First 
Lady’s office at (515) 281-
0803 or email to dennis.car-
roll@iowa.gov.

The following procedures will be in place for weather- 
related events:
| School closings. Most scheduled materials will be canceled 

and rescheduled for the first available date.

|  Late starts. The van drivers will make every attempt to 
deliver to schools that are open.  If the van is unable to reach 
a school, the same procedure for weather-related school 
closings will be followed.

| Late fees are not charged for materials not returned on late 
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Iowa’s Area Education 
Agencies (AEAs) again are 
offering the licensed World 
Book Online Reference 
Center (WBORC) for all 
K-12 accredited schools in 
Iowa, which translates to a 
total of 508,400 students, 
and over 49,300 teachers. 
This year, AEAs upgraded 
to the Platinum Version, 
which adds 22 databases to 
the Research Libraries col-
lection.  Many of these 22 
databases contain primary 
source documents. 

There is an increased em-
phasis on the importance of 
using primary sources and 
many of the new standard-
ized tests include sections 
on using primary sources. 
The Reference Center has 

World Book On-Line Platinum provides searchable primary source 
documents for history and government teachers

hundreds of documents, 
including the following for 
social studies.
Primary Source Documents 
relating to U.S. History, 
Political Science, Law
ª Presidential papers, up-

dated weekly since 1993, 
as well as papers for all 
U.S. Presidents 

ª Learning Aids containing 
a combination of primary 
source documents from 
U.S. History and ideas 
for teachers on how to 
use them in the class-
room, materials that were 
designed by the National 
Archives Learning Divi-
sion

ª Political platforms for 
the major parties in U.S. 
presidential campaigns 

ª Eyewitness accounts of 
important events

ª 100 Milestone Documents 

in U.S. History, ac-
cording to the National 
Archives 

ª Study guides for teach-
ing U.S. History

ª Essays of important 
events in U.S. History 
written by prominent 
individuals 

ª Dictionary of American 
History

ª U.S. Supreme Court 
decisions with the 
complete decision, all 
dissenting and concur-
ring opinions and all 
citations for each deci-
sion made by the court

ª Essays on constitutional 
law and classic essays 
on law are available

Primary Source Documents 
relating to Government
ª Biographical directory 

of the U.S. Congress
ª U.S. Codes

(171576)
Teaching comprehension: a sys-
tematic and practical framework 
with lessons and strategies.  
Eileen Carr and others.  Scholastic, 
2004.  R 372.47 CAR  (171591)

Math

Empowering the beginning 
teacher of mathematics: in high 
school.  
NCTM, 2004.  R 510.712 EMP  
(171575)
Mathematics for ESL learners. 
Janet C. Arrowood.  ScarecrowE-
ducation, 2004.  R 510.71 ARR  
(171566)
Multiplication and division 
minilessons, grades 3-5.
Antonia Cameron and others.  
Heinemann, 2005.  R 372.7 
MUL  (171766)
Perspectives on the teaching of 
mathematics.  
NCTM, 2004.  R 510 PER  
(171603)
Professional development 
guidebook for Perspectives on 
the teaching of mathematics: 
companion to the sixty-sixth 
yearbook.  
NCTM, 2004.  R 510 PRO  
(171604)

Professional Growth

Electronic portfolios: a guide to 
professional development and 
assessment.  
Marilyn S. Heath.  Linworth Pub-
lishing, 2004.  R 371.144 HEA  
(171777)

Reading

Content area literature circles: 
using discussion for learning 
across the curriculum. 
Holly Johnson and Lauren Freed-
man.  Christopher-Gordon Publish-
ers, 2005.  R 428.4 JOH  (171596)
Multicultural and multilingual 
literacy and language: contexts 
and practices.
Guilford Press, 2004.  R 428.4 
MUL  (171571)
Primary literacy centers: making 
reading and writing stick!
Susan Nations and Mellissa 
Alonso.  R 372.6 NAT  (171586)

New Materials in the Professional Library
Academic Achievement

Linking teacher evaluation and 
student learning.  
Pamela D. Tucker and James H. 
Stronge.  ASCD, 2005.  R 371.144 
TUC  (171584)
Urban principals respond: clos-
ing the gap, raising the bar.  
NAESP, 2002.  R 370.917 URB  
(171574)
Using the rigor/relevance frame-
work for planning and instruc-
tion.
International Center for Leadership 
in Education, 2005.  R 375.001 
USI  (172308)

Behavioral Issues/Discipline/
Student Issues

The Bully in the book and in the 
classroom.  
C. J. Bott.  Scarecrow Press, 2004.  
R 371.58 BOT  (171588)
Bullying: implications for the 
classroom.
Elsevier Academic Press, 2004.   
R 371.58 BUL  (171789)
Just in time: powerful strategies 
to promote positive behavior. 
Allen N. Mendler.  National Edu-
cational Service, 2005.  R 371.102 
MEN  (171581)
The School leader’s guide to 
understanding attitude and in-
fluencing behavior: working with 
teachers, parents, students, and 
the community.  
Brandt W. Pryor and Caroline R. 
Pryor.  Corwin Press, 2005.   
R 371.2 PRY  (171783)
Schools where everyone belongs: 
practical strategies for reducing 
bullying.  
Stan Davis.  Research Press, 2005.  
R 371.58 DAV  (171793)

Brain-Based Learning/Multiple 
Intelligences

Teaching with the brain in mind.  
2nd edition. 
Eric Jensen.  ASCD, 2005.   
R 370.152 JEN  (171769)

Curriculum and Instructional 
Strategies

Classroom discussion: strategies 
for engaging all students, build-
ing higher-level thinking skills, 
and strengthening reading and 
writing across the curriculum.  
Dixie Lee Spiegel.  Scholastic, 
2005.  R 807.127 SPI  (171790)
Highly effective questioning: 
how and why to ask questions in 
the K-16 classroom.  4th edition.
G. Ivan Hannel and Lee Hannel.  
G. Ivan Hannel, 2005.  R 371.39 
HAN  (171791)
How to teach so students re-
member.
Marilee Sprenger.  ASCD, 2005.   
R 371.102 SPR  (171760)
Instructional strategies: how to 
teach for rigor and relevance. 
International Center for Leadership 
in Education, 2000.  R 371.144 
INT  (171808)
Leading through collaboration: 
guiding groups to productive 
solutions.  
John Glaser.  Corwin Press, 2005.  
R 658.402  GLA  (171780)
A Room with a differentiated 
view: how to serve all children as 
individual learners.
Joanne Yatvin.  Heinemann, 2004.  
R 371.394 YAT  (171594)
Teaching the elements of 
powerful writing using great 
fiction and nonfiction models, 
grades 3-5.
Jane Sullivan and Midge Mad-
den.  Scholastic, 2004.   
R 372.623 SUL (171592)
Teaching writing in the content 
areas.
Vicki Urquhart and Monette Mc-
Iver.  ASCD, 2005.  R 808.042 
URQ  (171763)

General

Doc: the story of Dennis Littlky 
and his fight for a better school.
Susan Kammeraad-Campbell.  

ASCD, 2005.  R 373.12 KAM  
(171759)
The New teacher book: find-
ing purpose, balance and hope 
during your first years in the 
classroom.  
Rethinking Schools, 2004.   
R 371.1 NEW  (171758)
On common ground: the power 
of professional learning com-
munities.  
Roland Barth and others.  National 
Educational Service, 2005.   
R 371.2 ONC  (171580)
School reform from the inside 
out: policy, practice and perfor-
mance. 
Richard F. Elmore.  Harvard Edu-
cation Press, 2004.  R 371.2 ELM  
(171598)

Language Arts

Building character through mul-
ticultural literature: a guide for 
middle school readers. 
Rosann Jweid and Margaret Rizzo.  
Scarecrow Press, 2004.  R 011.62 
JWE  (171589)
Teaching ideas for 7-12 Eng-
lish language arts: what really 
works.
Christopher-Gordon Publishers, 
2004.  R 428.007 TEA  (171595)

Leadership

Leading effective secondary 
school reform: your guide to 
strategies that work.
Mikie Loughridge and Loren R. 
Tarantino.  Corwin Press, 2005.   
R 373.12 LOU  (171781)

Learning Strategies

Classroom strategies for helping 
at-risk students.
David R. Snow.  ASCD, 2005.   
R 371.93 SNO  (171762)
Creating small learning com-
munities.  
International Center for Leadership 
in Education, 2004.  R 373.12 CRE  
(171806)
Differentiated learning: language 
and literacy projects that ad-
dress diverse backgrounds and 
cultures.  
Kathy Paterson.  Pembroke 
Publishers, 2005.  R 372.6 PAT  

The Reading specialist: leader-
ship for the classroom, school, 
and community.  
Rita M. Bean.  Guilford Press, 
2004.  R 428.4 BEA  (171570)
Reading strategies for the con-
tent areas, volume 2.
Sue Beers and Lou Howell.  
ASCD, 2005.  R 428.4 BEE  
(171764)
Starting with comprehension: 
reading strategies for the young-
est learners.
Andie Cunningham and Ruth 
Shagoury.  Stenhouse Publishing, 
2005.  R 372.47 CUN  (171577)
Strategic reading in the content 
areas: boosting achievement in 
grades 7-12. 
International Center for Leadership 
in Education, 2003.  R428.4 STR  
(171611)
Super six comprehension strate-
gies: 35 lessons and more for 
reading success.  
Lori Oczkus.  Christopher-Gordon 
Publishers, 2004.  R 372.47 OCZ  
(171578)

School Improvement

Navigating through measure-
ment in grades 6-8.  
George W. Bright and others.  
NCTM, 2005.  R 510.712 NAV  
(171786)
Navigating through measure-
ment in grades 9-12.  
Masha R. Albrecht. and others.  
NCTM, 2005.  R 510.712 NAV  
(171787)

Science

How to write to learn science.  
2nd edition. 
Bob Tierney and John Dorroh.  
NSTA Press, 2004.  R 507.127 TIE  
(171785)
Non-fiction writing strategies us-
ing Science Big Books as models. 
Marcia S. Freeman.  Mau-
pin House, 2001.  R 372.6 FRE  
(171585)
Stepping up to science and math: 
exploring the natural connec-
tions.
NSTA Press, 2004.  R 507.107 
STE  (171784)

Grant Wood AEA  
Media & Technology  
Center Hours
School Year  

 7:30 a.m. -  4:30 p.m.   
 Monday - Friday
Summer Hours 

 7:30 a.m. -  4:00 p.m.   
 Monday - Friday

Save time and 
money with the IEC

The Iowa Educators 
Consortium, IEC, is an ini-
tiative of the Iowa Area Ed-
ucation Agencies. The IEC 
provides a voluntary pur-
chasing program allowing 
schools to take advantage 

of aggressive pricing based 

on the purchasing volume 

of many Iowa schools. In 
addition to aggressive pric-
ing, the IEC frees valuable 
local education agency staff 

time in researching and pro-
curing products. Advisory 
committees work with ven-
dors, manufacturers, prod-
uct reviews, and product 
literature to determine the 

best product/cost value for 

schools. Products include:
 Arts & Crafts

 Athletics & PE

 AV & Computer

 Building & Grounds

 Food

 Furniture

 Health & First Aid

 Janitorial

 Media & Technology

 Office Products

 Paper

 School Administration

Visit the IEC website  
for complete product and  

pricing information.

Download the 2005-2006 
catalog at the IEC website

www.iec-ia.org

ª Almanac
ª Directory, glossary and 

“in session” documents 
for the U.S. Senate and 
the inaugural addresses of 
all U.S. Presidents

ª Constitutional debates  
that took place when the 
U.S. Constitution was  
first written 

ª Primary source documents 
written by the “founding 
fathers”

Primary Source Documents 
relating to World History and 
International Relations
ª Constitutions from around 

the world
ª Theories of government
ª Comparative government 

essays 
ª Historical essays by world 

political leaders on the 
role of government 
An online dictionary pro-

vides definitions by just dou-

ble clicking on any word.
To access World Book 

Online, go to www.io-
waaeaonline.org,  World 
Book Online and log in, 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week, 
from home or school. Get 
username and password in-
formation from your school 
or AEA media specialist.  

Find “Research Librar-
ies” in the gray menu bar at 
the top of the World Book 
home page. Search the 
documents by author, title, 
dates, or exact phrase.  The 
browse option is offered on 
the left side of the screen.

If you have any ques-
tions about the World Book 
Online Reference Center 
or if you would like to re-
ceive training, contact your 
school media specialist or 
your AEA technology con-
sultant.




