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The Iowa Core Curriculum
Right Work, Right Time, Right People
On April 25, 2008, the Iowa legislature approved mandating the Iowa Core  

Curriculum for all students in grades 9-12 by 2012 and grades K-8 by 2014. The Iowa 
Core Curriculum provides local school districts and nonpublic schools a guide to deliv-
ering instruction based on consistent, challenging, and meaningful content to students. 

The Core Curriculum identifies mandated essential concepts and skill sets for literacy, 
mathematics, science, and social studies, as well as 21st century learning skills (civic 
literacy, financial literacy, technology literacy, health literacy, and employability skills).

Iowa’s AEAs, the Iowa Department of Education, local schools and their communi-
ties are collaborating to provide support for implementation of the Iowa Core Curricu-
lum. Thanks to the Iowa Department of Education for contributing articles about the 
Iowa Core Curriculum for this issue of The Linker.

Phyllis Anderson, GWAEA Iowa Core Curriculum Lead, joins area educators during a training 
session held Oct. 7 in Vinton.

For more information about American Education Week, visit www.nea.org/aew.
American Education Week promotional materials courtesy of the National Education Association.
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The LinkER

CurriCulum, instruCtion & Assessment

By Rita Martens, Consultant 
Iowa Department of Education

Great teachers constantly 
discover new ways to guide 
student success. That same 
passion for student achieve-
ment lies at the heart of the 
Iowa Core Curriculum. 

The Iowa Core Curriculum 
offers a strong framework 
to help teachers prepare all 
students for success in a 
competitive and constantly 
changing world. The frame-
work begins by identifying 
essential skills and concepts 
in literacy, math, science, so-
cial studies and 21st century 
learning skills. The 21st cen-
tury learning skills are em-

ployability, financial literacy, 
health literacy, civic literacy 
and technology literacy. The 
essential skills and concepts 
are the “core” of the Iowa 
Core Curriculum, and must 
be included throughout each 
district’s written curriculum 
in the near future.

The Iowa Core Curriculum 
not only identifies the essen-
tial skills and concepts, but 
is accompanied by assistance 
and resources. As implemen-
tation begins across Iowa, 
educators may use these tools 
along with others to engage all 
students in learning and mas-
tering the Core Curriculum.

Iowa Department of Edu-
cation (DE) Director Judy 
Jeffrey says the Iowa Core 
Curriculum is about raising 
our expectations for what 
students are capable of doing: 
“Iowa has core content stan-
dards, but the real work to 
create high student expecta-
tions exists with Iowa teach-

ers in every classroom.”
How the Iowa Core 
Curriculum began

The Iowa Core Curriculum 
began with educators. In early 
2005, Jeffrey and members of 
the State Board of Education 
completed a series of school 
visits where they heard calls 

for new tools to help raise 
student achievement levels. 

Unless action was taken, 
these leaders could see a  
crisis brewing: Student 
achievement in other states 
and countries was threatening 
Iowa’s standing as an edu-
cational leader. To stick with 
the status quo would mean 
falling behind. At the time, 
high school achievement was 
of greatest concern. Com-
petition for post-graduation 
opportunities was heating up 
and going global. Even jobs 
that didn’t require a college 
degree were calling for new 
21st century skills.

Iowa lawmakers shared 
those concerns and in Spring 
2005, Senate File 245 was 
signed into law by then-Gov-

ernor Thomas Vilsack. The 
law required development of 
a new high school model  
core curriculum in math,  
science and literacy. The goal 
was to develop a challenging, 
world-class curriculum to en-
hance the learning of all Iowa 
students.

A team of experts —  
including teachers, admin-
istrators, higher education 
experts, association represen-
tatives and business leaders 
— worked throughout the 
next school year determin-
ing what essential skills and 
concepts should be a part of 
the then-named Model Core 
Curriculum. 

The teams tackled the task 
like a business assessing its 
key competitors. The teams 

reviewed a wide array of 
respected research as well as 
results for major testing ser-
vices, the most recent num-
bers from NAEP (National 
Assessment of Educational 
Progress) and other respected 
state and international school 
curriculums.

The State Board of Educa-
tion approved the resulting 
high school curriculum in 
Spring 2006, and the DE and 
state Area Education Agen-
cies began introducing the 
concepts to educators the  
next fall.

In Spring 2007, another 
law expanded the reach of  
the Core Curriculum to  
kindergarten through 8th 
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Spring 2005: Iowa  
Department of Education 
Director Judy Jeffrey and 
members of the State Board 
of Education complete a  
series of high school visits 
and hear calls for new  
teaching tools to help prepare 
students for success in a  
competitive, global economy.

Spring 2005: Governor 
Thomas J. Vilsack signs into 
law Senate File 245, requiring 
development of a high school 
model core curriculum.

Summer 2005 - Spring 
2006: A Model Core Curricu-
lum Lead Team and  
three Work Teams – for math, 
science and literacy – are  
created representing class-
room teachers, school 
administrators, higher educa-
tion, community colleges, 
education associations and 
private business. The results 
are called essential skills, 
designed to avoid the chronic 
problem of asking teachers to 
work with a curriculum that’s 
a mile wide and inch deep.

May 2006: The State 
Board of Education endorses 
essential skills and concepts 
developed by the Lead Team 
for high school literacy, math 
and science. 

2006 - 2007: The Iowa 
Department of Education and 
Area Education Agencies 
partner to begin introducing 
the new Core Curriculum 
content to high schools. 

Spring 2007: The Iowa 
Legislature adopts and  
Governor Chet Culver  
expands the scope of what 
is now called the Iowa Core 
Curriculum, adding in kin-
dergarten through grade 8 for 
math, science and literacy and 
expanding to include social 
studies and 21st century  
skills -- employability skills, 
financial literacy, health  
literacy and technology  
literacy -- for K-12.

Spring 2008: The Legis-
lature votes and the Governor 
approves a law requiring 
adoption of the Iowa Core 
Curriculum essential skills in 
all public and accredited non-
public schools.

April 2008: The State 
Board of Education approves 
the second phase of Iowa 
Core: essential skills for the 
K-8 math, literacy and  
science core and for high 
school social studies and  
21st century skills.

continued on page 2

Iowa Core Curriculum Timeline
May 2008: An advisory 

team, representing key state-
wide education groups, the 
Iowa Core Lead Team and the 
Regents institutions, partners 
with the Iowa Department of 
Education’s Iowa Core Team 
to plan the roll-out of Iowa 
Core to all schools.

Summer 2008: The Iowa 
Department of Education and 
Area Education Agencies  
establish a network of indi-
viduals who will provide  
support to schools. 

Summer 2008: Spring 
2009: Work Teams represent-
ing teachers, administrators, 
AEA staffers, key education 
associations and business 
continue with K-8 essential 
skills for social studies and 
21st century skills.

Fall 2008: Iowa school 
districts will be asked to  
assess local curriculum to  
develop plans to be certain 
that all students — no  
matter their career path 
— will have mastered the  
Core Curriculum  
essential concepts and skills. 

September 2008 – Janu-
ary 2009: The Iowa Depart-
ment of Education provides 
professional development  

opportunities for school lead-
ers on the skills they will need 
to implement the Iowa Core 
Curriculum with fidelity. 

January 2009: Imple-
mentation support begins 
for teachers. Schools will 
be grouped into cadres and 
the start date for full staff 
involvement will staggered 
for each cadre throughout the 
year and a half. Professional 
development opportunities 
will be designed and provided 
to promote higher-end or 
rigorous teaching in science, 
math and literacy curriculum. 
It will be a collaborative  
effort of Area Education 
Agencies, the Iowa Depart-
ment of Education and local 
schools. 

July 2010: School districts 
must have a plan in place  
for high schools to revise  
curriculum content to  
address each of the Essential 
Concepts and Skill Sets of the 
Iowa Core. However, the De-
partment is encouraging K-12 
districts to have developed a 
plan addressing K-12 imple-
mentation by this date, with 
full implementation for high 
schools by July 1, 2012, and 
K-8 by 2014-2015. 

The Iowa Core 
Curriculum
What it is…
◗ A set of essential skills 

and concepts all Iowa  
students must know 
to succeed in today’s 
competitive world. They 
include:
› Grades K-12 literacy 

(listening, viewing, 
writing, speaking and 
reading);

› Grades K-12 mathemat-
ics (number and opera-
tions, algebra, geometry 
and measurement, data 
analysis and probabil-
ity);

› Grades K-12 science 
(inquiry, physical  
science, earth and  
space and life);

› Grades 9-12 social stud-
ies (behavior sciences, 
economics, geography, 
history, political science 
and civic literacy); and 

› Grades 9-12 21st century 
skills (employability, 
financial literacy, health 
literacy, civic literacy 
and technology literacy).

A quick guide to 
the terminology

Core Content Stan-
dards: Broad statements 
that identify the knowledge 
and skills iowa students 
must acquire in read-
ing, math and science for 
grades K-12. Difficult and 
complexity rises with each 
grade. For more informa-
tion on iowa’s core content 
standards, please visit the 
Iowa Department of Educa-
tion website at www.iowa.
gov/educate, and look  
under “PK-12 Education,” 
then “Standards, Bench-
marks and Grade Level 
Indicators.”

Benchmarks: Details 
that help flesh out the core 
content standards. includes 
learning targets for a stair 
step of grade spans.

Grade Level indicators: 
Even deeper detail show-
ing what the core content 
standards and benchmarks 
should provide for each 
grade.

iowa Core Curriculum: 
A set of essential skills and 
concepts all iowa students 
must know in literacy, math-
ematics, science, social 
studies and 2�st century 
learning skills. It aligns with 
the mandated core content 
standards.

Formative Assess-
ments: The evaluation  
at regular intervals of a  
student’s progress with 
accompanying feedback 
in order to help to adjust 
instruction and improve  
the student’s performance; 
“assessment for learning.”

(Thanks to the iowa  
Department of Education  
for contributing articles for 
this issue of The Linker.)

continued on page 2
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grade. Lawmakers wanted 
to be sure that the building 
blocks to student success 
were begun as soon as stu-
dents walked into a kinder-
garten classroom. It also 
added two curriculum areas: 
social studies and 21st cen-
tury skills. 

Another project lead team 
was formed and new work 
teams were established in 
Fall 2007 to develop essential 
skills for the lower grades and 
for the two new subject areas. 

The state board approved 
the work this spring. About 
the same time, the Iowa Leg-
islature and governor decided 
to adopt the Iowa Core  
Curriculum as a requirement 
for all Iowa schools.
Iowa Core Curriculum 
goes local

The Iowa Legislature gave 
schools a cushion of time to 
complete the integration of 
the Iowa Core Curriculum 
into local curriculum — until 
2012 in high schools and until 
2014-2015 for K-8 programs.  
But there is much work to  
be done. 

To assist schools and 
teachers, the Iowa Depart-
ment of Education and Area 
Education Agencies collabo-
rated to establish a network 
of implementation specialists 
who will provide support. 

The network will offer 
assistance in two phases. 

The first phase focuses on 
school leadership, providing 
professional development op-
portunities for school leaders 
on the skills they will need 
to implement the Iowa Core 
Curriculum with fidelity. This 
professional development 
began in September. 

The second phase will 
focus on teachers and begin 
in January 2009. Schools will 
be grouped into cadres, and 
the start date for full staff in-
volvement will be staggered 
for each cadre over a year 
and a half. This professional 
development will include 
curriculum instruction and as-
sessment. More information 
will be provided to schools in 
the near future regarding the 
professional development.
A useful teaching tool 

The Iowa Core  
Curriculum offers teachers 
more than another official-
looking document. Work 
teams were determined to 
create useful tools with  
accompanying resources:
◆ For primary and middle 

schools, essential skills 
were written by grade band 
— K-2, 3-5, 6-8 — recog-
nizing the widely varied 
skill levels in those grades.

◆ Work teams, each includ-
ing teacher-members, 
devoted hours to design-
ing teaching examples for 
each essential skill in each 
subject area. 

◆ Some teams intend to 
refine primary and middle 
school examples even 
further to target individual 
grade levels.

◆ Sample unit plans also 
are being written and will 
be available on the DE 
website at www.iowa.
gov/educate.  

◆ The DE website also pro-
vides additional resources 
to help further explain the 
Iowa Core Curriculum and 
how it fits into Iowa’s road 
map for student achieve-
ment — how it supports 
the core content standards 
and benchmarks.

New skills call for new 
assessments

As teachers begin to  
adopt these new classroom 
approaches, assessment needs 
change, too. End-of-course 
testing won’t tell the full 
story of whether students are 
mastering the curriculum. 
Districts should find ways to 
embed timely classroom as-
sessment methods throughout 
the school year that impact 
instruction. “That’s where the 
power of instruction is and 
where the power of raising 
student achievement lies,” 
says Jeffrey.

These “formative” as-
sessments allow a teacher to 
adjust instruction and use stu-
dent supports when they are 
most effective. This is  
important because mastering 

the Iowa Core Curriculum  
essential concepts and skills 
is the goal for all Iowa stu-
dents regardless of their fu-
ture career path.

Iowa Test of Basic Skills 
and Iowa Test of Educational 
Development will continue 
to serve as the once-a-year 
assessment for No Child Left 
Behind accountability, but 
also to determine the growth 
of students over time. With 
60 years of data, the trend 
line provides valuable infor-
mation to all of us.

However, some schools 
are asking for end-of-course 
tests for specific Core  
Curriculum subjects. The 
Iowa Testing Program is  
planning to make available to 
districts end-of-course tests 
for high school mathematics 
and will have high school sci-
ence courses by next spring. 
Students first

A hallmark of this project 
has been keeping students 
foremost in mind. For ex-
ample, the Core Curriculum 
focuses on familiar content 
like reading, writing and 
math, but also delves into 
what sometimes is called 
future content — mastering 
the digital and technological 
knowledge important to 21st 
century success. Teachers 
will also find the concepts 
and skills needed for students 
to be financially literate and 
health literate.

It also reflects the  
demands of today’s work-
force, where the call for 
math- and science-savvy 
graduates is mushrooming 
because of the rising demand 
for scientists, engineers and 
technicians.

Finally, it’s designed to 
ensure students will grasp 
the most important ideas by 
focusing on just the essential 
skills. By doing so, the Core 
Curriculum allows a teacher 
to help students deepen their 
understanding of content 
and apply their knowledge 
in relevant, problem-solving 
experiences.
No cookie-cutter 
approach 

Done well, the Core  
Curriculum should enhance 
teacher creativity. As Jeffrey 
explains, “We’re hoping that 
the guidance and professional 
development that accompa-
nies the Iowa Core Curricu-
lum will give teachers more 
tools to create a more engag-
ing curriculum and environ-
ment in their classroom.”

And the winners in that 
scenario will no doubt be  
Iowa’s students – all of  
Iowa’s students.

Rita Martens is a program 
consultant with the Iowa  
Department of Education who 
has worked on the Iowa Core 
Curriculum since its inception 
in 2005.
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› Grades K-8 social  
studies and 21st century 
skills are currently  
being developed. 

◗ A statewide mandate  
supported by funding,  
a network of implementa-
tion specialists and  
instruction and assessment 
resources for teachers and 
administrators.

◗ A collaborative effort  
designed by subject-specif-
ic teams of teachers, school 
administrators, curriculum 
directors, AEA staffers and 
business leaders.

◗ A support for Iowa’s 
mandated core content 
standards in reading, math 
and science.

What it is not…
◗ An initiative to make all 

Iowa schools teach the 
same lesson plans on the 

continued from page 1

same days, or use the 
same textbooks.

◗ A move to replace the 
Iowa Test of Basic Skills 
or Iowa Test of Educa-
tional Development, or 
to promote a costly new 
battery of tests.

◗ An effort to subvert the 
creative contributions of 
Iowa’s talented teaching 
professionals.

◗ A program that will 
divert money from 
other education needs. 
In fact, the Legislature 
appropriated new money 
to finance Iowa Core 
Curriculum professional 
development training.
For more information on 

the Iowa Core Curriculum, 
please visit www.iowa.gov/
educate, and go to “Iowa 
Core Curriculum” under 
PK-12 Education.

The Iowa Core Curriculum

Grant Wood AEA is 
supporting Area 10 school 
districts with implementa-
tion of the Iowa Core Cur-
riculum. 

Phyllis Anderson, 
GWAEA Iowa Core Cur-
riculum Lead, explained 
that this effort strives to 
ensure the success of each 
and every Iowa student by 
providing a world-class 
curriculum. All districts are 
being asked to make sure 
their standards and bench-
marks include a common 
set of skills and concepts 
as well as research-based 
instruction and assessment 
practices. 

“Much of what districts 
are already doing will hold 
them in good stead as they 
begin these alignment pro-
cesses,” she continued. “The 
Iowa Core Curriculum asks 

Iowa Core Curriculum  
implementation support in Area 10

districts to stand back and 
look at their overall picture 
of instruction. Each district 
will develop an implemen-
tation plan. Each district’s 
plan will be different.” 

Implementation of the 
Core Curriculum will in-
volve collaborative work 
on the parts of our school 
districts, their communities, 
Grant Wood AEA consul-
tants, and the Iowa Depart-
ment of Education. Other 
members of the GWAEA 
Network team are Keith 
Stamp, Myra Hall, Kris 
Donnelly and Pam Rubel. 

During the 2008-2009 
school year, Anderson and 

Accessible 
Instructional 
Materials (AIM)
What is TRUE AIM?

The 2004 reauthoriza-
tion of the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA) included the 
requirement that students 
with visual impairments 
and students with print 
disabilities receive their 
textbooks and core-related 
instructional materials in 
a timely manner. Although 
this is not a new require-
ment for local districts, the 
Iowa Department of Edu-
cation is implementing an 
initiative called TRUE AIM 
to assist local districts in 
meeting this requirement.

Who is responsible?
School districts have 

the ultimate responsibility 
to provide learning materi-
als that are accessible to 
all students with print dis-
abilities. Core curriculum 
material and textbooks 
may need to be converted 
to these specialized for-
mats. Specialized formats 
(Braille, Large Print, Audio, 
Digital Text) enable stu-
dents with print disabilities 
to gain the information they 
need to complete tasks, 
master IEP goals, and 
reach curricular standards. 
Specialized formats are 
also provided to students 
who are unable to gain 
information from traditional 
print materials.

How are these materials 
provided?

These accessible mate-
rials may be secured from 
different sources depend-
ing upon the defining char-
acteristics of the student’s 
disability and need. These 
specialized formats can 
be obtained through the 
national instructional 
Materials Access Center 
(NIMAC) for qualified stu-
dents – purchased from 
publishers or developed 
locally by school districts, 
area education agencies 
or some other entity. Ac-
cording to federal law, only 
authorized users are able 
to access the NIMAC. In 
Iowa, the authorized user 
is the Iowa Department for 
the Blind.

Resources
Iowa Department for the 

Blind: http://wwwblind.
state.ia.us

Center for Applied 
Special Technology: http://
www.CAST.org

Office for Civil Rights: 
http://www.ed.gov/policy/
rights/reg/ocr/index.html

For more information, 
contact Steve Maurer, Iowa 
Department of Education, 
(5�5) 28�-3576 or e-mail to 
steve.maurer@iowa.gov.

Grant Wood AEA regional 
administrators will facilitate 
ongoing training sessions 
involving the six modules 
currently being developed 
by the Iowa Department 
of Education and educa-
tors from across the state. 
These modules are designed 
to help district leadership 
teams plan how they will 
meet the requirements of 
the Iowa Core Curriculum. 

For more information, 
contact Phyllis Anderson at 
panderson@gwaea.org or 
visit the Iowa Core Curricu-
lum link on the Grant Wood 
AEA homepage at www.
aea10.k12. ia.us.



 3The linker  |  Grant Wood AEA  |  Winter 2008

Workplace Learning Connection provides  
student internship opportunities 
By Nanci Young 
The Workplace Learning 
Connection

Fall brings a flurry of 
activity and learning oppor-
tunities in the buildings of 
our Area 10 schools, but the 
learning doesn’t stop there. 
The Workplace Learning 
Connection (WLC) K-12  
programs offer students a 
way to explore potential  
future careers in a wide  
variety of pathways.

WLC’s Jennifer Ott 
worked with counselor,  
Julia Woessner at Solon’s 
Lakeview Elementary to 
host a Career on Wheels 
event during October 2008. 
Approximately 325 Pre-K 
through second graders 
learned about a variety of 
career options from profes-
sionals who drive vehicles 
for a living, including a state 
trooper patrol car, an Alliant 
Energy repair truck and a  
U of I Aircare helicopter,  
to name a few.    

Barb Tupper from WLC 
collaborated with Rick Cush-
man and Lee Rose, technol-
ogy instructors at Cedar Rap-

ids Harding Middle School, 
to provide sixth, seventh and 
eighth graders with a view of 
careers in Technical Commu-
nication. Harding sixth grad-
ers learned about careers in 
Graphic Design from a pro-
fessional at Rockwell Collins.  
Students in seventh grade 
were able to gain perspective 
on careers in Web Design 
courtesy of a professional 
from EW Productions. And, 
Harding eighth graders were 
treated to a hands-on demon-
stration of Video Production 
and learned about careers 
available in the Cedar Rapids 
area through a professional at 
Metro Studios. 

Area 10 high school 
students have a world of op-
portunity available to them 
to explore careers through 
the WLC’s job shadow and 
internship programs. One 
group job shadow day is the 
Mini-Police Academy hosted 
by the Cedar Rapids Police 
Department. Sue Neil of the 
WLC provided 25 high school 
students from Area 10 school 
districts the opportunity to 
learn about careers in law en-

forcement. Students were able 
to meet with a Crime Scene 
Investigator, interact with the 
Canine Unit, and learn about 
the weapons used on the job.

Laurie Worden and Cheryl 
Morgan, WLC Internship 
Coordinators, have 35 high 
school students from Area 
10 participating in internship 
experiences. These students 
receive hands-on training and 
learning on a job site while 
earning school credit. An 
Anamosa High School student 
is interning as an administra-
tive assistant at the Anamosa 
Chamber of Commerce.  KC 
Kiner, Director of the Cham-
ber, says about the experience, 
“I believe the internships are a 
wonderful way for youth to be-
come aware of different career 
opportunities that are available 
to them.”

If you are an Area 10  
educator and are interested  
in learning how you can  
expand career education in 
your classroom, contact  
the Workplace Learning  
Connection at (319)  
398-1040 or log on to  
www.workplace-learning.org.

CurriCulum, instruCtion & Assessment

Visit the  
Grant Wood AEA  

website at  
www.aea�0.k�2.ia.us

Grant Wood Area Educa-
tion Agency hosted the Open 
Minds, Open Doors Confer-
ence for middle school girls on 
Tuesday, Oct. 14, from 8:30 
a.m. – noon at Coe College in 
Cedar Rapids.

The goal of the conference 
is to encourage girls in 6th-8th 
grades to pursue career fields 
with foundations in science, 
technology, engineering and 
math (STEM). Professional 
women from the Cedar Rapids-
Iowa City corridor conducted 
hands-on workshop sessions.

This year’s keynote speaker 
was Lisa Bluder, Head Wom-
en’s Basketball Coach at the 
University of Iowa. Bluder 
provided an inspirational  
message on the topic,  
“Think Like a Champion.”

The Open Minds, Open 
Doors Conference originated 
in 1996 as an initiative of the 
Cedar Rapids Branch of the 
American Association of Uni-
versity Women (AAUW) with 
support from Coe College.

To learn more about the 
Open Minds, Open Doors 
Conference, please contact 
Susie Green at Grant Wood 
AEA, (319) 399-6775, 1-800-
798-9771, Ext. 6775, e-mail to 
sgreen@gwaea.org.

Open Minds, Open Doors Conference introduces 
middle school girls to STEM careers

(left to right) Rebecca Whitaker, College of Engineering, University of Iowa, and Janet Martin, Iowa State 
University, Linn County Extension, presented to educators on the importance of STEM education and the 
efforts of the Corridor STEM Initiative.

Susan Dubishar, GWAEA Vast Center Teacher in Residence and Julie 
Foltz, GWAEA Curriculum Consultant-Science, presented “Inquiry and 
the Nature of Science” for educators at the Open Minds, Open Doors 
Conference. During their presentation, teachers experienced a 5E 
learning cycle and use of the abilities and understandings aligned with 
science as inquiry and the nature of science as described in district, 
state, and national documents related to strands in the area of science.

Lisa Bluder, Head Women’s 
Basketball Coach at the 
University of Iowa, was the 
keynote speaker at the Open 
Minds, Open Doors Conference 
held on Oct. 14.

Special 
Exhibition by 
Harry Potter 
Illustrator 
Coming to the 
CRMA

The Cedar rapids  
Museum of Art (CRMA) is 
excited to present the work 
of illustrator Mary GrandPré 
in the special exhibition 
Mary GrandPré: Harry  
Potter and Beyond  
opening Saturday, Nov. 1, 
2008 through Feb. 1, 2009.

in conjunction with this 
special exhibition, the 
CRMA will host several  
family events:

Harry Potter Day  
at the CRMA
❱ December 13,  

��:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
❱	 Come dressed as your 

favorite Harry Potter 
character. There will be 
Harry Potter trivia and 
art-making activities.

Story Time at the CRMA
❱ November 7, 21;  

December 5, 19;  
January 2, 16, 30;  
�0:30 a.m.

❱ The Cedar rapids  
Public library will  
conduct a story time 
reading and related art 
making activity on a  
series of Fridays 
throughout the run of  
the Mary GrandPré 
exhibition.  
For more information 

about this exhibition and  
upcoming events, please 
visit www.crma.org or call 
(3�9) 366-7503. 

Podcasts on statewide AEA site 
provide information to parents

The AEA Public Relations Committee has released 
its latest podcast, which features information for  
parents about the topic of ADHD. The podcasts are 
available through the statewide Iowa AEA Website 
located at www.iowaaea.org and click on “Resources” 
and “Podcasts.”

This podcasting project started last year with the  
intent of providing information to parents who turn to 
the AEA for support services. The information current-
ly available includes topics on IDEA, Early ACCESS, 
and assistance with homework. Additional topics are 
planned in the future.

Fulbright 
Teacher and 
Administrator 
Exchange 
Program

Since 1946, the Fulbright 
Teacher and Administrator 
Exchange Program, spon-
sored by the U.S. Department 
of State, has helped nearly 
23,000 teachers and admin-
istrators contribute to mutual 
understanding between the 
United States and countries 
around the world. 

Specific details about this 
program, the hosting ap-
plication, and other teacher 
or administrator exchange 
opportunities can be found 
on the “Other Opportunities” 
page of the Fulbright Teacher 
and Administrator Exchange 
Program website at www.
fulbrightexchanges.org.
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International poetry and art 
contest entries due Feb. 15

Every year, River of Words® 
(ROW) conducts an international 
environmental poetry and art com-
petition for youth aged 5 to 19 in 
grades K-12, in affiliation with The 
Library of Congress Center for the 
Book. This free contest is designed 
to help youth explore the natural 
and cultural history of the place 

they live, and to express what they discover through poetry 
and art. Iowa entries not chosen as finalists or grand prize win-
ners in the international contest are returned to IOWATER, 
where they are judged in a statewide IOWA River of Words® 
Environmental Poetry and Art competition.

The IOWATER Volunteer Water Monitoring Program of the 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources coordinates the IOWA 
River of Words® Environmental Poetry and Art competition. 
Over 350 students from Iowa entered the 2008 contest, either 
through their schools, community art centers, local libraries, 
or on their own. Because of the large number of quality Iowa 
entries, the Cedar Rapids Museum of Art generously offered 
to host a juried River of Words® IOWA Environmental Po-
etry and Art Exhibit. Fifty-one works of poetry and art were 
selected to be included in this exhibit, held August 30 thru 
September 21, 2008.

Entries must be sent by February 15, 2009 to: 
River of Words
PO Box 4000-J, Berkeley, CA  94704 USA
(510) 548-POEM (7636), Fax: (510)548-2095 
ROW returns Iowa’s entries to IOWATER in April for state 

competition. Iowa’s state winners are chosen in May. 
For more information and entry forms, visit http://www.

iowater.net/ and click on the River of Words logo, or contact:
Pat Lohmann 
IOWA River of Words Coordinator 
Iowa Dept. of Natural Resources 
109 Trowbridge Hall, Iowa City, IA 52242-1319 
(319) 335-1593, FAX: (319) 335-2754 
email: Pat.Lohmann@dnr.iowa.gov

by Leslee Sandberg 
CANstruction Committee

CANstruction! That’s 
right. It is spelled correctly! 
CANstruction is an annual 
competition across the United 
States that involves local area 
architects and engineers who 
build large structures that 
resemble real life entities. 
In Area 10, the competition 
also includes school groups 
and for the past two years 
the Prairie Elementary ELP 
program has been a winner in 
various categories. 

What is unique about this 
competition? All structures 
are made of canned food and 
follow color and size themes 
as dictated by the particular 
design. The cans and the 
structures are on display for a 
week following the competi-
tion and then are dismantled. 
All food goes to the HACAP 
Food Reservoir for disburse-
ment to local food pantries 
and crisis centers in Linn and 
Johnson counties.

Each year, the competi-
tion is held at a local mall 
and alternates between Iowa 
City/Coralville and Cedar 
Rapids. This year’s competi-
tion will be on Saturday, April 
18, 2009, at Sycamore Mall in 
Iowa City.  School teams are 
encouraged to find a mentor 
in the field of architecture or 

engineering. The competition 
becomes a great service-learn-
ing project. 

Research and planning is 
involved in creating the design. 
Math skills are needed in calcu-
lating size of cans and amount. 
Design skills are tapped in cre-
ating a structure that will grab 
the attention of the three judg-
es. The whole school can be 
involved in fund raising or con-
tributing the exact types of cans 
needed in the structure.  Then 
comes the practice. The school 
team needs to build the struc-
ture before the competition to 
make sure it will work and fit 
within the dimensions given in 
the rules. Finally, on the day of 
the competition, the cans are 
brought to the mall and assem-

bled in a 10 by 10 ft. space 
at the mall by students only. 
(Parents are encouraged to be 
onlookers and cheerleaders.)

The competition in the 
school category is open to 
any age. This year, we look 
forward to entries in each of 
the elementary, middle and 
high school levels. For more 
information on CANstruction 
and to see rules, application 
forms and more photos, check 
out our website at www.cor-
ridorcanstruction.org.

Come see the entries in the 
2009 competition. Better yet, 
consider having your school 
join us by bringing their own 
special “build” to Sycamore 
Mall.

Photo by the CANstruction Committee
2008 Heery International & UIHC Pathology Department CANstruction 
entry: Beaker’s Build - Genetic CANgineering.

CANstruction planned April 18 at Sycamore Mall

CSI presenters 
available to  
speak to your 
organization Corridor STEM Initiative

Science • Technology • Engineering • Math

Second year for Grant Wood AEA Corridor STEM Initiative After-School Grants

The six schools participat-
ing in the Grant Wood AEA 
Corridor STEM Initiative 
After-School Mini-Grants are 
entering their second year of 
offering after-school STEM 
activities for students.

The schools involved 
include: McKinley Middle 
School, Cedar Rapids Com-
munity; Prairie Heights El-
ementary and Prairie Middle 
School, College Community; 

English Valleys Elementary, 
English Valleys Community; 
Hills Elementary, Iowa City 
Community; and Novak 
Elementary, Linn-Mar Com-
munity.

Grant Wood AEA’s 
Teacher-In-Residence, Susan 
Dubishar, provides increased 
support and professional 
development for teachers 
and support personnel as 
they connect the after-school 
activities to the every day 
instruction and curriculum in 
the district.  

The original funding for 
these mini-grants came from 
a $200,000 competitive grant 
awarded by the Iowa Depart-
ment of Education. The grant 
was authorized by the Iowa 

Legislature and awarded to 
Grant Wood AEA by Gov-
ernor Culver during August 
2007.

The original mini-grants 
of $13,000 each provide 
after-school programs to sup-
port instruction in science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM). The 
grants were designed to help 
schools provide fun, excit-
ing and educationally sound 
supplemental after-school 
programs to youth in grades 
3 through 8.

The project’s long-term 
goals are to: 
◗ Increase the number of 

Iowa students that enter 
and succeed in the STEM 
workforce

◗ Expand student under-
standing of STEM content 

◗ Build student interest 
in STEM learning and 
careers
The participating schools 

were asked to recruit a  
diverse student population to 
participate in the after-school 
programs. Each site accom-
modates up to 30 students and 
provides weekly hands-on 
learning activities. In addition, 

schools have formed partner-
ships with local businesses, 
and support organizations 
such as Iowa State Univeristy 
Extension, Workplace Learn-
ing Connection, Science 
Station, and the Grant Wood 
AEA VAST Center.

For more information, 
contact Jim Thornton at  
(319) 399-6555, Ext. 6640.

The Corridor STEM 
Initiative has present-
ers available to speak to 
teachers, administrators, 
school boards, parent-
teacher groups or other 
civic or business organi-
zations. 

The Corridor STEM 
Initiative is a coalition 
of members interested in 
building for the future by 
investing today in Sci-
ence, Technology, Engi-
neering and Mathematics 
(STEM) education.
Coalition members 
include:
◗ Superintendents from 

five Corridor school 
districts and Cedar 
Rapids Metro Catholic 
Schools

◗ Grant Wood AEA, 
Kirkwood Community 
College, University 
of Iowa, Iowa State 
University Exten-
sion, Mount Mercy 
College, University of 
Northern Iowa, Sci-
ence Station, and The 
Workplace Learning 
Connection

◗ Rockwell Collins and 
other community and 
business leaders in the 
Cedar Rapids/Iowa 
City Corridor

◗ The Cedar Rapids and 
Iowa City Chambers 
of Commerce
Those interested in 

scheduling a presenta-
tion should contact Jim 
Thornton, STEM program 
coordinator, at (319) 399-
6555, Ext. 6640 or e-mail 
to jdthornton1@msn.com.

Visit the  
Grant Wood AEA  

website at  
www.aea�0.k�2.ia.us

Website features “The Presidential Timeline”
The twelve Presidential Libraries have 

collaborated to create a web-based resource 
titled The Presidential Timeline of the Twen-
tieth Century. This digital resource is located 
at www.presidentialtimeline.org. 

The Presidential Timeline provides access 
to digitized assets from the twelve Presiden-
tial Libraries of the National Archives.

For more information, contact Mary  
Evans at the Hoover Presidential Library, (319) 643-6031.
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Grant Wood AEA provides 
developmental and hear-
ing/vision screening services 
for children ages birth to age 
five as part of the Family and 
Community Health Alliance 
Well Child Screening Clinics. 

The Grant Wood AEA 
staff providing these services 
includes Donna Matthews, 
Child Support Specialist; 
Marilyn Lambertsen; Child 
Support Specialist; and 
Sherry Schroeder, Audiom-
etrist/Vision Screener.  
Approximately 800 children 
are screened through the  
service annually.

The weekly clinics are 
held year round Mondays 
and Fridays at Linn County 
Public Health Dept., 501 13th 
Street NW, Cedar Rapids.

On Tuesdays at HACAP 
Urban Family Resource 
Center, 1328 2nd Avenue SE, 
Cedar Rapids.

Appointments for the well 
child clinics can be scheduled 
by calling United Way 211 
or, in Linn County, by calling 
HACAP at 739-0010. For 
areas outside of Linn County, 
call Grant Wood AEA at 
(319) 399-6700. 

Referrals are made to 
Early ACCESS, Grant Wood 

Grant Wood AEA staff provides screening services
AEA Early Childhood, or to a 
family physician. Linn Coun-
ty Empowerment provides 
most of the funding for these 
screening services. 

Additional community 
screening sites are also held 
at the Cedar Rapids Parks & 
Recreation at Ambroz Center, 
Head Start sites, daycare cen-
ters, and as part of the annual 
Community Baby Shower 
event. During the Well Child 
visits, parents receive early 
literacy packets. The packets 
contain information about 
parent-child interactions 
through books and age- 
appropriate games.

In addition to the devel-
opmental screening services, 
Matthews and Lambertsen 
provide community outreach 
services. A seasonal newslet-
ter, Kid Collage, features 
ideas to increase interac-
tions between parents and 
children birth to age five. 
The newsletter shares tips 
on parenting, healthy snack 
recipes, safety, and sugges-
tions for books that feature 
project ideas to complete with 
young children. To be added 
to the newsletter mailing list, 
contact Erlene Spicer at Grant 
Wood AEA, (319) 399-6700.

Another community out-
reach program is the Magic 
Book Bag Program, which is 
an interactive, early literacy 
project designed to promote 
early language skills and the 
love of reading. The Magic 
Book Bag Program is held 
in several outlying com-
munity libraries, including 
Ely, Springville, Central 
City, Coggon, Center Point, 
Fairfax, Mount Vernon, and 
Lisbon. Children participat-
ing in the program receive a 
free book bag that includes a 
literature book and activities 
to develop early literacy skills 
in young children.

Additional commu-
nity outreach services include 
hands-on, interactive parent 

workshops offering develop-
mentally appropriate activities 
to encourage parent-child in-
teractions. The hands-on work-
shops are for early childhood 
day care providers, parents 
and preschool teachers.  These 
workshops offer developmen-
tally appropriate activities to 
encourage parent-child interac-
tions and to foster and nurture 
a young child’s developmental 
skills.

For more information 
about the Family and Com-
munity Health Alliance Well 
Child Screening Clinics and 
the community outreach 
services, contact Grant Wood 
AEA at (319) 399-6700 or  
1-800-332-8488. 

Child Check 
Developmental 
Screening 
schedule 
available online

 “Child Check,” a free 
check of vision, hearing, 
speech development, mo-
tor skills, and learning abil-
ity for three and four-year-
old children is underway 
for the 2008-2009 school 
year.

Child Check screen-
ings are designed for 
children starting school in 
two years. If parents have 
concerns about younger 
children or missed the 
screening date in their 
community, appointments 
can be scheduled

“Child Check” is spon-
sored by the local school 
districts and Grant Wood 
Area Education Agency. 
Grant Wood AEA early 
childhood staff completes 
the screening. For more 
information, contact Grant 
Wood AEA, (319) 399-
6700, 1-800-332-8488, or 
TDD (319) 399-6766.

For a complete list of 
Child Check dates for 
2008-2009, visit the Grant 
Wood AeA website at 
www.aea�0.k�2.ia.us and 
click on the Child Check 
Developmental Screening 
link under the “Services” 
section.

The Parent Education Con-
sortium (PEC) will offer two 
classes starting in November. 
The classes are “Parenting 
after Separation/Divorce” and 
“Parenting in Stepfamilies.” 

“Parenting after Separa-
tion/Divorce” class will be 
held on Mondays, 5:30-7:45 
p.m., starting Nov. 3 through 
Dec. 8. “Parenting in Step-
families” will begin on Tues-
day, Nov. 11, at 5:30-7:45 
p.m., and will run through 
Dec. 16. Both classes will be 
offered at the Grant Wood 

Parent Education Consortium (PEC) 
provides support for parents

Time spent practic-
ing parenting skills is an 
investment in a family’s 
future.  Children benefit 
in countless ways when 
parents actively seek out 

and practice new parenting strategies. 
The Parent Education Consortium (PEC) is 

available to guide and support parents as they 
journey along the ever-changing landscape of 
parenthood. Parenting classes, group presenta-
tions, parenting resources and professional  
development courses are offered.

For more information, call Jennifer Cira,  
Parent Education Outreach Specialist, at (319) 
399-6809 or visit www.aea10.org/pec.

The Parent Educator 
Partnership Resource 
Library

The PeP resource  
library has material on 
specific disabilities as 
well as general parenting 
information for parents of 
children birth through high 
school. 

For parents of children 
with disabilities, there is 
parenting information that 
speaks to their unique 
concerns. educators can 
access information on a 
variety of school/classroom 
related topics. 

For more information, 
contact the  PeP resource 
Library at Grant Wood 
AEA, 1-800-332-8488 and 
ask for Jennie (ext. 68�6) 
or liz (ext. 67�9). Online 
information is available by 
visiting the Grant Wood 
AeA website at www.
aea�0.k�2.ia. and click on 
Parents/Students, under 
Community resources 
click on Parent educator 
Partnership (PEP), then 
the resource library.

The Grant 
Wood AEA PEP 
Program: A 
resource for 
parents and 
educators

The Grant Wood AEA Par-
ent Educator Partnership Pro-
gram is Grant Wood AEA’s 
name for the state level 
program known as the Parent 
Educator Connection (PEC) 
Program, which has been in 
existence since 1985. 

The program began as a 
way to involve parents in the 
education of their children 
with Individualized Educa-
tion Programs (IEPs).

The PEP Program is  
located on the main level of 
the Grant Wood AEA 33rd 
Avenue Facility located at 
1120 33rd Ave S.W., in Cedar 
Rapids. The staff includes:

Sara Kane, Parent Partner, 
(319) 399-6702

Susan Curtland, Assistant 
Parent Partner,  
(319) 399-6807

Liz Hooley, Educator  
Partner, (319) 399-6719

Linda Elliott, Secretary, 
(319) 399-6746

Jennie Davis, Receptionist, 
(319) 399-6816

The mission of the PEP 
Program is to promote strong 
home-school partnerships, 
which assist children and 
youth to do well in school 
accomplishing IEP goals and 
preparing for next steps.

For more information, 
contact the Grant Wood AEA 
Parent Educator Partnership 
Program at (319) 399-6702, 
or 1-800-332-8488.

AEA offices, 1120 33rd Av-
enue SW, in Cedar Rapids. 
Parents will learn:
✔ How to talk to their chil-

dren about divorce
✔ How to improve family 

relations – both with the 
children as well as former 
spouses

✔ Techniques for building 
strong family relationships 
in their homes

✔ Navigating the emotional 
journey of stepfamily 
formation

✔ How to understand chil-

Parent Education Consortium offers parenting classes in November
dren and help them deal 
with their feelings
Any residents of Linn 

County with a child between 
the ages of birth and five can 
participate in the classes.  
Parents with older children 
may be admitted as well, if 
space permits. These classes 
are free to participants, and 
include a free meal and 
snacks as well as free child 
care during the class. 

Parents interested in 
participating in the classes 
should contact Jennifer Cira, 

Parent Education Outreach 
Specialist, at (319) 399-6809, 
1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6809, 
or jcira@gwaea.org. For a 
complete list of parenting 
classes offered by the PEC, 
visit www.aea10.org/pec.

The PEC provides parents 
and caregivers of young chil-
dren in our community with 
parenting classes, resource 
materials, group presentations 
and professional development 
inservices. Funding for the pro-
gram comes from Linn County 
Community Empowerment.
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Grant Wood AEA Professional Development Courses
Complete course information including description, fees, and registration information can be accessed on our website, www.aea10.k12.ia.us.   
Courses may be cancelled if minimum enrollments are not met.  Register early to avoid class closings or cancellations. Kathy Dulle  

 Professional Development  
 Coordinator
 (319) 399-6517  
 1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6517
 kdulle@aea10.k12.ia.us
Tammy Carolan 
 Secretary/Registrar
 (319) 399-6771  
 1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6771
  tcarolan@aea10.k12.ia.us
Connie Russell  
 Secretary/Registrar
 (319) 399-6767  
 1-800-798-9771, Ext. 6767
 crussell@aea10.k12.ia.us

Refund Policy:
Registration and material 

fees are refundable up to one 
week prior to the start of the 
course or workshop. A $10 
administrative fee will be 
retained. In an emergency 
situation, which necessitates 
dropping a class less than 
one week prior or after it has 
started, it is the discretion of 
the Professional Development 
Coordinator to approve a re-
fund or credit voucher for an-
other class. All refund requests 
must be submitted in writing to 
the Professional Development  
Office within two weeks of the  
class conclusion.

nUM. TiTLE inSTRUCTOR(S)   BEGin     EnD TiME     CREDiT

9185-08-01 Section 504 Plans Jennisch 11/11/08 11/11/08 8:30-11:30 am 
9185-08-02 Section 504 Plans Jennisch 11/11/08 11/11/08 1-4 pm 
9068-08-01 CISM Group Crisis Intervention Lutz, Sandberg 11/17/08 11/18/08 8 am-3:30 pm 
4084-08-01 Technology Integration Seminar Rewerts 11/24/08 11/25/08 8:30 am-4 pm R, D, M
4273-08-02 Classroom Management That Works Colton 12/2/08 12/18/08 4:30-8:15 pm R, D, M, SAR, PR
9286-08-0� How to Get More Out of Your Core Reading Program Robinson 12/4/08 12/4/08 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
9287-08-0� Schools Where Everyone Belongs Davis 12/8/08 12/8/08 8:30 am-4 pm 
9334-08-01 iLife 08 in the Classroom Sevett 12/9/08 12/9/08 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
9068-08-02 CISM Group Crisis Intervention Lee, Sandberg 12/15/08 12/16/08 8 am-3:30 pm 
9188-08-01 Fundamentals of Applied Behavior Analysis Stangeland, Easton 12/15/08 12/15/08 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
3416-08-02 Applied Behavior Analysis Groff-VanArendonk 1/5/09 4/27/09 5-8 pm M
3602-08-03 Evaluator Approval-Level II Renewal Training: Evaluation of Teachers Owen 1/8/09 3/5/09 8:30 am-4 pm R, D
3450-08-01 Reading in the Content Areas Zrudsky 1/8/09 4/30/09 5:30-8:30 pm M
3268-08-02 Substitute Authorization Colton 1/9/09 1/17/09 Varies SA
8008-08-02 Para Certification-Professional Strategies Andres 1/10/09 2/21/09 8:30 am-4:30 pm P
9303-08-02 Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Certification Jones, McSweeney 1/13/09 1/13/09 8 am-5 pm 
9290-08-0� The Write Tools 101 Greiner 1/14/09 1/15/09 8:30 am-4 pm 
4253-08-02 Literacy 101 Feuerhelm, Peters 1/15/09 4/23/09 4:30-7 pm R, D, M, PR
9296-08-0� Response to intervention (Rti): Making it Work for Secondary Schools Callender 1/20/09 1/20/09 8:30 am-4 pm 
9178-08-03 StarLab as a Learning Environment Frana, Soldat 1/24/09 1/24/09 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
9129-08-01 Analyzing Student Work Nelson, Ries 1/27/09 1/28/09 8:30 am-4 pm 
9050-08-01 Apple Technology Round Table – MacWorld 2009 Update Sevett 1/29/09 1/29/09 8:30-11:30 am 
9291-08-01 Parents and Teachers as Allies Zito 2/3/09 2/3/09 9:30-11:30 am 
4131-08-02 Exploring Diversity Highland 2/5/09 2/26/09 5-9 pm R, D, M, SAR, PR
9292-08-0� Early intervening and Rti for Speech Language Pathologists Mire 2/16/09 2/16/09 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
9037-08-01 Solving Behavioral Issues in Autism Sunner, Trier, Delsandro,  

 Stangeland, Easton 2/18/09 2/18/09 9 am-4 pm 
3421-08-01 Special Education Law Miller 2/24/09 4/28/09 5-9 pm M
8007-08-02 Para Certification-Behavioral Strategies Andres 2/28/09 4/4/09 8:30 am-4:30 pm P
9279-08-0� The Why, What and How of School, Family & Community Partnerships Mapp 3/9/09 3/9/09 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
3601-08-01 Evaluator Aproval-Level I Day 3/14/09 5/23/09 8:30 am-4:30 pm R, D
4274-08-03 Cognitive Strategies for High Functioning Autism & Aspergerís Disorders Sunner, Trier 4/2/09 5/7/09 5-8 pm R, M, PR
4191-08-01 Topics in Middle School Mathematics Parker 4/2/09 5/21/09 5-9 pm R, D, M
4082-08-04 Visual Supports for Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder Delsandro, Stangeland 4/2/09 4/30/09 5-8 pm R, M, PR
9678-08-03 Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Re-Certification Jones, McSweeney 4/20/09 4/20/09 8 am-12 pm 
9678-08-04 Crisis Prevention Intervention (CPI) Re-Certification Jones, McSweeney 4/20/09 4/20/09 12:30-4:30 pm 

Credit types: R  – Renewal
D – Drake Graduate

M – Morningside Graduate
P	 –	 Paraeducator	Certification

SA – Substitute Authorization
SAR – Substitute Authorization Renewal

PR	 –	 Paraeducator	Certification	Renewal
N – Nursing CEUs

Contacts

Grant Wood AEA, in collaboration with PBS Teacher-
Line, CE Credits Online, and Drake University, offers 
online courses ranging from one to three semester 
hours with recertification or graduate credit accept-
ed by Iowa’s Board of Educational Examiners.  

Check out the wide range of topics on assessment, 
classroom management, curriculum, instructional 
strategies, and technology at www.aea10.k12.ia.us/
profdev/videonline.html. 
 
For additional information, contact Kathy Dulle, 
GWAEA Professional Development Coordinator, at 
kdulle@aea10.k12.ia.us, (319) 399-6700, Ext. 6517,  
1-800-332-8488, Ext. 6517.

Any Time, Any Place Online Professional Development courses 

grant Wood Area  
education Agency

professional development
Quick reference

www.aea10.k12.ia.us

Bold indicates national speakers

  

name  __________________________________________________________ 

Address  ________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________ 

Use Grant Wood AEA van mail address if you have one. _______________

TR
AN

SC
RI

PT
  

RE
QU

ES
T 

FO
RM

Effective April 1988, all teachers and administrators submitting for relicensing must supply proof of courses completed upon application. The Bureau of Teacher Licensure will not accept records from  
the AEA or the applicant prior to formal application for renewal. You must send the original copy of your transcript. 

Driver’s License # ________________________________________________

Last course:  Month ______________________________________________

Year __________________________________________________________

Course Title ____________________________________________________

To obtain a transcript of all courses completed through Grant Wood AEA, complete this form and send it along with your van mail address:  
Professional Development Program, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth Street, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404-4499

Due to the flood 
damage and 
subsequent  

reconstruction at our 
Grant Wood AEA 
Sixth Street Facility 
and Conference 

Center, all professional 
development activities 

have been relocated to 
various facilities. 

Please check the website 
for current information.

www.aea10.k12.ia.us
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Visit the Professional 
Development section 
of the Grant Wood 
AeA website for  
information on the  
following.

Did you know  
you can…
û register for  

professional  
development 
courses and  
workshops

û view your  
transcript

û view your class 
registrations 
(dates, times  
and location)

…online?

Here’s how:
www.aea�0.k�2.ia.us

Click on the link 
“Professional  
Development”

Click on  
“Registration  
Procedures”

Click on  
“electronic  
Registration”  
and log in

need more  
information? Call  
the Grant Wood AEA 
Professional Devel-
opment Program 
at 1-800-798-9771, 
Ext. 6771, (319) 
399-6771, or TDD 
(3�9) 399-6766.

e-mail ________________________________________________________________________

School District / Agency ___________________________________________________________

Building _______________________________________________________________________

Position _______________________________________________________________________

Work Phone ____________________________________________________________________(                    )
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GWAEA Van 
Delivery 
Guidelines

The following proce-
dures will be in place for 
weather-related events:
❱  School closings: Most 

scheduled materials 
will be cancelled and 
rescheduled for the first 
available date.

❱  Late starts: The van 
drivers will make every 
attempt to deliver to 
schools that are open. 
If the van is unable to 
reach a school, the same 
procedure for weather-
related school closings 
will be followed.

❱  Late fees are not 
charged for materials 
not returned on late 
start or weather-related 
closing dates. Unless 
extended, materials 
must be returned on the 
next van to avoid a late 
fee.

❱  One building is closed 
but the remainder of 
buildings in the district 
are open: Arrangements 
must be made to have 
materials picked up and 
delivered to one of  the 
other buildings. Late 
fees will be billed for 
materials not returned 
or extended.
Calendar changes due  

to snow days should be  
reported to Charlotte  
Haddy by the superinten-
dent or his/her designee. 
Call 1-800-332-8488,  
Ext. 6750, or e-mail to 
chaddy@aea10.k12.ia.us.

Every year since the mid 
1970’s, the Grant Wood AEA 
Media Center has conducted 
a Needs Assessment designed 
to determine client needs. The 
assessment of our program is 
an important task that leads to 
improvement in the delivery 
of services and may lead to 
the implementation of new 
offerings.  

In 2003, the instrument 
was re-designed with the 
intent of asking clients to 
check the three services they 
felt were the most important 
and those they felt were the 
least important.  Use of this 
document over the last five 
years has provided us with an 
opportunity to collect needed 
data.
Reporting of  
assessment results

Over the last five years, 
the data has been consistent 
in what clients have seen as 
most important.   (The fol-
lowing are in rank order.)

 All groups consistently 
rank as most important:
1. Video  & DVD
2. Online Resources
3. Boxed Books & Multiples
Most important for Elementary:
1. Video & DVD
2. Boxed Books & Multiples
3. Online Resources

In 2007-08, Online  
Resources became the num-
ber 2 most important choice 
for elementary respondents 

Grant Wood AEA Media Center Needs Assessment
Measuring client needs, helping direct the future

and Boxed Books & Mul-
tiples moved to number 3.
Most important for Middle/
Junior High:
1. Video & DVD
2. Online Resources
3. Classroom Materials
Most important for High School:
1. Video & DVD
2. Online Resources
3. Classroom Materials

 Ranked least important 
by respondents regardless of 
group or level were: Profes-
sional Nonprint.

Other collections not 
listed in either most or least 
important rankings, are the 
student and professional book 
collections.

These are collections of 
materials that from one year 
to the next may have been 
shown as being high or low, 
but never in the top three.  
They are however, collec-
tions that will continue to be 
maintained.
How the data is used

The following changes 
are being made or have been 
made.
◗ New online resources 

have been added.  
❱ soundzabound is an 

online product that 
provides a variety of 
royalty free music 
that may be used for 
educational purposes.

❱ netTrekker d.i. is an 
educational search tool 

that connects students 
and educators to 
over 300,000 educa-
tor-approved digital 
resources that support 
the complete K-12 cur-
ricula and 21st century 
learning skills.

◗ We will continue to add to 
the DVD collection.  New 
formats will be explored.

◗ The professional nonprint 
collection has been elimi-
nated as a separate col-
lection.  We will continue 
to purchase professional 
titles in a variety of for-
mats including electronic 
and make them available 
through the professional 
collection.  

◗ The student book collec-
tion will be evaluated and 
re-designed to be more of 
an “emphasis” collection.  
Books in this collection 
will support initiatives, 
provide materials for local 
curriculums and learning 
supports, be culturally 
diverse, and will include 
alternate formats (eBook, 
large print).  Fiction titles 
included in the collection 
will focus on curricular 
connections.

◗ eBooks for students and 
professionals are being 
added.

◗ Recommendations for new 
titles for all collections are 
always welcome.  

Conclusions
One of our goals is to  

develop a program that  
promotes a full range of 
information resources and 
services fundamental to 
learning.  To support that  
goal we intend to:
◗ Maintain a collection of 

materials that support 
instructional excellence 
across the curriculum

◗ Develop services that 
promote new technology 
– including podcasts and 
RSS feeds.

During the 2008-09 school 
year, we will once again send 
out another Needs Assess-
ment.  Names are randomly 
selected to receive the survey 
and we hope that those indi-
viduals who receive it will 
take the time to complete it 
and provide us with their in-
put.  For more information on 
the Grant Wood AEA Media 
Center, its procedures and 
to make recommendations, 
contact Charlotte Haddy, Me-
dia Supervisor, at chaddy@
gwaea.org.

netTrekker d.i. is an award-
winning educational search 
tool that brings the best of the 
web to K-12 students, teach-
ers, teacher librarians and par-
ents.  Educators and students 
can connect to more than 
180,000 hand-selected, educa-
tor-approved sites, organized 
by readability level.

Curriculum
✔ Delivers relevant, stan-

dards-aligned resources 
that support the complete 
K-12 curricula, including 
21st century Skills.

✔ Supports differentiated 
instruction with resources 
organized by grade and 
reading level.

✔ Provides resources for 
remediation after assess-

ment programs identify 
deficiencies.

✔ Save your search results 
and share them with 
students, teachers, or other 
staff.

Technology
✔ Provides a controlled-

search environment 
with safe, educationally 
relevant digital resources 
and images.

✔ No installation required.  
Low maintenance, web-
based, compatible with PC 
and Apple.

✔ Encourages teachers to 
use technology.  Begin-
ner to advanced search 
capabilities make program 
useful for all skill levels.

✔ Online help and video 
tutorials are available.

Library/Media
✔ Makes research time pro-

ductive because students 
are directed to only safe, 
relevant resources.

✔ Resources conveniently 
organized by reading 
level.

✔ Read Aloud feature con-
verts text to speech to help 
students learn to read.

✔ Save searches and share 
them with students and 
teachers via email.

ELL/ESL
✔ Includes a dedicated ELL 

Channel with customized 
resources and learning 
exercises.

✔ Read Aloud feature con-
verts text to speech to help 
students learn to read.

✔ Dictionary/Translation 
Hot Key provides defini-
tions in English as well as 
translations into several 
languages.

✔ Resources organized by 
grade and reading level 
to support differentiated 
instruction.

Special Education
✔ Universal design for learn-

ing interface accommo-
dates a variety of learning 
styles.

✔ Read Aloud feature 
converts text to speech 
– helps special needs 
learners build reading and 
comprehension skills.

✔ Resources organized by 
grade and reading level 
to support differentiated 
instruction.

✔ Wide variety of interactive 
learning exercises support 
visual or auditory learners.

Teachers/Students/
Parents
✔ Every member of your 

district saves valuable 
time by being directed to 
safe, relevant resources.

✔ Students can access 
engaging digital resources 
so they spend more time 
focused on mastering 
content.

✔ Educators can easily 
find standards-aligned 
resources to ensure they’re 
covering what students 
will be tested on.

✔ Parents can be reassured 
that this resource is free 
from objectionable con-
tent.
To access netTrekker d.i. 

or for password assistance, 
curriculum integration as-
sistance or product demon-
strations for the Grant Wood 
AEA Online Resources,  
refer to the directory at  
www.aea10.k12.ia.us/media/
electronic.html.

netTrekker d.i. features add value for all users

Rising Above – 
Grant Wood AEA 
Flood Recovery 
2008

The Grant Wood AEA 
Media Center, Teacher 
Work Center, and Print-
ing/Graphics are open at 
the Sixth Street facility as 
the agency continues its 
reconstruction efforts from 
the June 2008 flood. The 
building is not open to the 
public beyond the recep-
tion desk. 

The Grant Wood AEA 
Media Center is open, 
however, the collections 
are not available for  
browsing at this time.



 9The linker  |  Grant Wood AEA  |  Winter 2008 instruCtionAl mediA – sChool teChnology

Atomic Learning
Atomic Desktop

Atomic 
Learning 
recently 
unveiled the 
Atomic Desk-
top. You can 

now search over 35,000 tuto-
rials from the convenience of 
your desktop. 

The Atomic Desktop is 
intended to serve as a desk-
top companion to the Atomic 
Learning Web site.  Atomic 
Learning delivers a library 
of thousands of short, easy-
to-view-and-understand tuto-
rial movies that provide an 
anytime/anywhere software 
training resource to answer 
common “How do I do that?” 
questions of using software 
and other technology.  

The Atomic Desktop is 
a downloadable tool that 
individuals and organizations 
can use to quickly and easily 
access on-demand software 
training available from 
Atomic Learning. By enter-
ing search criteria, search 
results from the Atomic 
Learning library will be dis-
played, and tutorial movies 
can be played from the user’s 
desktop, if the computer has 
Internet access.  

The Atomic Desktop is a 
free download.  The Atomic 
Desktop will provide full ac-
cess of the Atomic Learning 
library to subscribers. 

To download today, go to: 
http://movies.atomiclearning.
com/k12/atomictoolkit

Click on “Atomic Desk-
top – Mac” or “Atomic 
Desktop - PC” and follow 
the instructions.

To access Atomic Learn-
ing or for password assis-
tance, curriculum integration 
assistance or product demon-
strations for the Grant Wood 
AEA Online Resources, refer 
to the directory at www.
aea10.k12.ia.us/media/elec-
tronic.html.

If you have not had an 
opportunity to explore the 
online resources, this would 
be a great time to take a look.  
There are excellent tutorials 
within many of the products to 
get you started. 

Access the online resources 
at www.aea10.k12.ia.us/me-
dia/electronic.html
AccuWeather
◗ Login to AccuWeather.
◗ Click on “Site Informa-

tion” in the blue menu on 
the left hand side of the 
page.

◗ Click on the “Help” link in 
the drop down box.

◗ Click on the tutorial link:  
“NEW! Click Here For 
Help With Our Google 
Hurricane Tracker.”

◗ Click on “Play” to play the 
tutorial.

◗ Be sure to check out the 
other links in the “Help” 
section.

Atomic Learning
◗ Login to Atomic Learning.
◗ Click on the tutorial of 

your choice on the right 
hand side of the page in 
the blue section under 
“Getting Started.”  This is 
a group of tutorials to help 
you become familiar with 
the Atomic Learning site.

◗ Titles include: Overview, 
Our Tutorials, Resources, 
Lesson Accelerators, 
Workshops, Teach-
er2Teacher, StoryBoard 
Pro and Assessment Tools.  

Clipart.com
Clipart.com has a “Help” 

page to get you started.  
◗ Login to Clipart.com.
◗ Click on the “Help” link in 

the black menu bar in the 
upper right hand corner of 
the first page.  

◗ Topics include: Keyword 
Searching, Browsing 
Categories, Download-
ing Images, Downloading 
Fonts, and more.

EBSCOhost
◗ Login to EBSCOhost.
◗ Click on the “EBSCO 

Support Site” button in 
the green menu bar on the 
right hand side of the page.  

◗ Click on the “Training” 
button in the top menu bar.

◗ Click on “Tutorials.”  
◗ There are a number of tuto-

rials on how to get started 
using the resource under 
“EBSCOhost Tutorials.”  

◗ Topics include: Advanced 
Searching, Basic Search-
ing, Search and Journal 
Alerts, Personalization 
Folder and more.  

AP Images
AP Images has a “User 

Reference” guide to help you 
get started.
◗ Please go to:  http://apim-

ages.accuweather.com/ap_
userguide.asp  (The link 
for the “User Reference” 
guide for AP Images is not 
currently available on their 
website.)

◗ Click on “User Reference.”  
The above link will take 
you to a four-page “User 
Reference” guide which 
will give you a basic tour 
of the site along with 
search tips and information 
on downloading  images.

SIRS Researcher
◗ Login to SIRS Researcher.
◗ Click on SIRS Knowledge 

Source (Username/Pass-
word logon only).

◗ Click on the “Toolbox” 
link in the upper right hand 
corner of the screen.  

◗ Click on the “Tutorial” 
link. 

◗ The link will take you to a 
slideshow (no sound) that 
will allow you to become 
familiar with the basics of 
SIRS Researcher.  

◗ Topics include:  Content 
Offerings, Interface Fea-
tures and more.

DE streaming
◗ Login to your DE stream-

ing teacher account.  

◗ Click on the “DE stream-
ing” tab in the top blue 
menu bar.

◗ Click on “Professional 
Development” in the gray 
menu bar to the far right to 
find the following catego-
ries of tutorials:  
✔ Click on “Teach-

ing Tips” in the “DE 
streaming in action” 
column.  These tutorials 
give “quick” technol-
ogy tips.

✔ Click on “Best Prac-
tices” under the “Digi-
tal Media Integration” 
column. View short 
tutorials that profile 
practicing teachers and 
strategies for technol-
ogy integration.  

◗ Click on “Interactive 
Training” under the 
“Digital Media Integra-
tion” column.  View 
tutorials that show how 
to use DE streaming.

✔ Be sure to check out 
the other links on the 
Professional Develop-
ment page.

◗ Topics include: using Mov-
ie Maker to make movies, 
embedding videos in 
PowerPoint, using clip art, 
differentiating activities, 
closed captioned videos 
and more. 

World Book
◗ World Book Kids

✔ Login to World Book.
✔ Click on “World Book 

Kids.”
✔ Click on “Online Tuto-

rial” at the bottom of 
the World Book Kids 
page.

✔ This video provides a 
brief tour of the World 
Book Kids website.

◗ World Book Student
✔ Login to World Book.
✔ Click on “World Book 

Student.”
✔ Click on “Online Tuto-

rial” at the bottom of 
the World Book Student 
page.

✔ The tutorial provides 
an overview of the 
features, content, and 
functionality of World 
Book Student.

◗ World Book Advanced
✔ Login to World Book.
✔ Click on “World Book 

Advanced.”
✔ Click on “Customer 

Training Guide” at the 
bottom of the World 
Book Advanced search 
page.

✔ Click on the link to 
“World Book Web Vid-
eo Tutorials” on the left 
hand side of the page in 
the first column. 

✔ Click on “World Book 
Advanced” to view the 
tutorial.

netTrekker d.i.
◗ Login to your netTrekker 

d.i. teacher account.  
◗ Click on “Help” in the yel-

low “My Tools” box on the 
right hand side of the page. 

◗ Click on “View videos on 
netTrekker d.i. features” 
in the first column, under 
“Basics.”  

◗ Topics include: Getting 
Started, Searching with 
netTrekker d.i., Special 
Features and more.

soundzabound
soundzabound has a “print-

able” tutorial available.
◗ Click on FAQ in the dark 

gray menu bar at the top of 
the page.  

◗ Click on “Soundzabound 
Printable Tutorial” near the 
bottom of the page.

◗ You will find basic infor-
mation on how to start 
using soundzabound.
For password assistance, 

curriculum integration assis-
tance or product demonstra-
tions for the Grant Wood AEA 
Online Resources, refer to the 
directory at www.aea10.k12.
ia.us/media/electronic.html.

Tutorials available for the Grant Wood AEA Online Resources

Tailored for students 
in elementary and middle 
schools, World Book Stu-
dent includes all of the 
articles from the print ver-
sions of the World Book 
Encyclopedia, plus thou-
sands of additional articles, 
learning resources, and 
research tools.
Key features include:
❖ More than 40,000 ency-

clopedia and reference 
articles

❖ World Book Biography 
Center with more than 
10,000 biographies

❖ Thousands of links 
selected by World Book 
editors and expert con-
tributors

❖ Rich multimedia
❖ Historical features
❖ Extensive dictionary and 

atlas
❖ Correlations to state and 

provincial curriculum 
and achievement stan-
dards

❖ Audios, videos, and 
animations

❖ Educator tools
❖ Student activities

To view a tutorial of 
World Book Student go to: 
www.worldbook.com/train-
ing/html/webinars_student.
htm

To access World Book 
Web or for password assis-
tance, curriculum integra-
tion assistance or product 
demonstrations for the 
Grant Wood AEA Online 
Resources, refer to the di-
rectory at www.aea10.k12.
ia.us/media/electronic.html.

World 
Book Web 
introduces 
World Book 
Student

Echo Hill Elementary
Tall ceilings, plenty of windows, lots of computers, and 
angular design give a bright and inviting welcome to staff 
and students in the media center at Echo Hill Elementary 
in the Linn-Mar School District, which opened fall 2008.

New and improved library/media centers create expanded learning 

North Bend Elementary
Special features in the media center at North Bend 
Elementary, Clear Creek Amana School District, which 
opened fall 2008, are an abundance of natural lighting, high 
ceilings, and a book nook, which has a cushioned window 
seat that overlooks the pond north of the property.

Mechanicsville Elementary
A special feature of the media center at Mechanicsville 
Elementary, North Cedar School District, which opened 
December 2007, is the tiered story time area. Students have 
areas for learning, reading, and using computers in the 
media center.
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New Books in the Professional Library
Administration/Management
Bringing out the best in teachers: 
what effective principals do, 3rd 
edition.
Joseph Blasé and Peggy C. Kirby.  
Corwin Press, 2009.  R 371.106 
BLA  (180396)
The Principal as instructional 
leader: a handbook for supervi-
sors 2nd edition.
Sally J. Zepeda.  Eye on Educa-
tion, 2007.  R 371.201 ZEP  
(180024)

Assessment
Differentiated assessment for 
middle and high school class-
rooms.
Deborah Blaz.  Eye on Education, 
2008.  R 371.394  BLA  (180061)
Formative assessment for Eng-
lish language arts: a guide for 
middle and high school teachers.
Amy Benjamin.  Eye on Educa-
tion, 2008.  R 428.007 BEN  
(180064)

Curriculum and Instructional 
Strategies
Collaborating for project-based 
learning in grades 9-12.
Violet H. Harada and others.  
Linworth, 2008.  R 371.36 HAR  
(180050)
Constructing meaning through 
kid-friendly comprehension 
strategy instruction.
Nancy N. Boyles.  Maupin House, 
2004.  R 372.47 BOY  (180294)
A Guide to co-teaching with 
paraeducators: practical tips for 
K-12 educators.
Ann I. Nevin.  Corwin Press, 2009.  

R 371.9 NEV  (180566)
Teamwork: setting the standard for 
collaborative teaching, grades 5-9.
Monique D. Wild and others.  
Stenhouse, 2008.  R 371.148 WIL  
(180034)

General
Adventures in graphica: using 
comics and graphic novels to teach 
comprehension, 2-6.
Terry Thompon.  Stenhouse, 2008.   
R 372.47 THO  (180295)
Barron’s profiles of American col-
leges, 27th edition.
Barron’s, 2006.  R 378.73 BAR  
(180021)
Bounce back!: resiliency strate-
gies through children’s literature, 
grades K-6.
Mary Humphrey.  Libraries Unlim-
ited, 2008.  R 371.8 HUM  (180285)
Culturally proficient instruction.
Corwin Press, 2006.  R 370.117 CUL  
(180058)
Designing and assessing educa-
tional objectives: applying the new 
taxonomy.
Robert J. Marzano and John S. Kend-
all.  Corwin Press, 2008.   
R 370.11 MAR  (180562)
Drug and alcohol awareness in 
schools = Concientizacion sobre 
drogas y alcohol en las escuelas.
Coastal Training, 2008.  R 362.2 
DRU  (180513)
Emotionally intelligent living: 
strategies for increasing your EQ 
Revised.
Geetu Bharwaney.  Crown House, 
2006.  R 158.1 BHA  (180022)
Fighting back against identity theft.
Federal Trade Commission, 2008.   

R 364.163 FIG  (180282)
Foodborne illness prevention: 
HACCP principles = Prevencion de 
enfermedades transmitidas por ali-
mentos : principios del HACCP.
Coastal Training, 2007.  R 363.19 
FOO  (180511)
Improving your elementary school: 
ten aligned steps for administra-
tors, teams, teachers, families, and 
students.
Leslie Walker Wilson.  Eye on 
Education, 2007.  R 372.12 WIL  
(180062)
Leading lesson study: a practical 
guide for teachers and facilitators.
Jennifer Stepanek and others.  Cor-
win Press, 2007.  R 371.3 LEA  
(180298)
Moodle teaching techniques: cre-
ative ways to use moodle for con-
structing online learning solutions.
William H. Rice.  Packt Publishing, 
2007.  R 371.334 RIC  (180036)
Personalizing the high school expe-
rience for each student.
Joseph DiMartin and John H. Clarke.  
ASCD, 2008.  R 371.394 DIM  
(180044)
Podcasting at school.
Kristin Fontichiaro.  Libraries 
Unlimited, 2008.  R 371.33  FON  
(180296)
Recognizing and reporting child 
abuse = Reconociendo la negligen-
cia y el maltrato infantile.
Coastal Training, 2007.  R 618.928 
REC  (180514)
School bus drivers: dealing with 
behavior = Conductores de trans-
porte escolar : tratando con el 

comportamiento.
Coastal Training, 2007.  R 371.872 
SCH  (180512)
Shelf-esteem.
Sandra Kitain.  Neal-Schuman, 2008.  
R 028.5 KIT  (180049)
Silos, politics, and turf wars: a 
leadership fable about destroying 
the barriers that turn colleagues 
into competitors.
Patrick Lencioni.  Jossey-Bass, 2006.  
R 658.4 LEN  (180291)
Social intelligence: the new science 
of human relationships.
Audio Renaissance, 2006.  R 158.2 
GOL  (180047)
That’s a great answer!: teaching lit-
erature response to K-3, ELL, and 
struggling readers.
Nancy N. Boyles.  Maupin House, 
2007.  R 372.47 BOY  (180293)

Leadership
High-impact leadership for high-
impact schools: the actions that 
matter most.
Pamela S. Salazar.  Eye on Education, 
2008.  R 371.2 SAL  (180060)
Managing conflict: 50 strategies for 
school leaders.
Stacey Edmonson and others.  Eye on 
Education, 2008.  R 371.207 EDM  
(180059)

Strategies
Using RTI for school improvement: 
raising every student’s achievement 
scores.
Cara Shores and Kim Chester.  
Corwin Press, 2009.  R 371.9 SHO  
(180567)

Math
Developing number sense, grades 
3-6.

Rusty Bresser and Caren Holtzman.  
Math Solutions, 1999.  R 372.7 BRE  
(180038)
The Differentiated math classroom: 
a guide for teachers, K-8.
Miki Murray and Jenny Jorgensen.  
Heinemann, 2007.  R 372.7 MUR  
(180559)
Mathematics curriculum topic 
study: bridging the gap between 
standards and practice.
Page Keeley and Cheryl M. Rose.  
Corwin Press, 2006.  R 510.71 KEE  
(180557)
Teaching number sense, grade K.
Chris Confer.  Math Solutions, 2005.  
R 372.7 CON  (180039)
Teaching number sense, grade 1.
Chris Confer.  Math Solutions, 2005.  
R 372.7 CON  (180040)
Teaching number sense, grade 2.
Susan Scharton.  Math Solutions, 
2005.  R 372.7 SCH  (180041)
Reading
Best books for boys: a resource for 
educators, grades 3-10.
Matthew D. Zbaracki.  Libraries 
Unlimited, 2008.  R 028.55 ZBA  
(180035)
Literature circles that engage mid-
dle and high school students.
Victor J. Moeller and Marc V. 
Moeller.  Eye on Education, 2007.   
R 428.4 MOE  (180063)
More (advanced) lessons in com-
prehension: expanding students’ 
understanding of all types of texts.
Frank Serafini and Suzette Youngs.  
Heinemann, 2008.  R 372.47 SER  
(180565)
Still learning to read: teaching stu-
dents in grades 3-6.

Franki Sibberson and Karen Szy-
musiak.  Stenhouse, 2003.  R 372.4 
SIB  (180558)

Science
Art in chemistry, chemistry in 
art, grade 7-12 2nd edition.
Barbara R. Greenberg and Dianne 
Patterson.  Teacher Ideas Press, 
2008.  R 540.712 GRE  (180043)
More science adventures with 
children’s literature: reading 
comprehension and inquiry-
based science.
Anthony D. Fredericks.  Teacher 
Ideas Press, 2008.  R 372.35 FRE  
(180048)

Special Needs and Challenges
Can’t play won’t play: simply siz-
zling ideas to get the ball rolling 
for children with dyspraxia.
Sharon Drew and Elizabeth Atter.  
Jessica Kingsley Publishers, 2008.  
R 618.928  (180299)
The Source for treatment meth-
odologies in autism.
Gail J. Richard.  Lingui Systems, 
2000.  R 616.898 RIC  (180037)
Special education ergonomics: 
saving your back = Ergonomia en 
la educacion especial : salvando 
su espalda.
Coastal Training Technologies, 
2007.  R 371.9 SPE  (180510)
Understanding motor skills in 
children with dyspraxia, ADHD, 
autism, and other learning dis-
abilities : a guide to improving 
coordination.
Lisa Kurtz.  Jessica Kingsley 
Publishers, 2008.  R 618.928 KUR   
(180300)

Adjectives.
Ann Heinrichs.  Child’s World, 
2004.  428.2 HEI  (179512)
Adverbs.
Ann Heinrichs.  Child’s World, 
2004.  428.2 HEI  (179513)
Amphibians.
Peter Murray.  Child’s World, 
2005.  597.8 MUR  (179514)
Can you hear a shout in space?: 
questions and answers about 
space exploration.
Melvin Berger.  Scholastic, 2001.  
629.4 BER  (179518)
Composting: nature’s recyclers.
Robin Michal Koontz.  Picture 
Window Books, 2007.  631.8 
KOO  (179519)
Conjunctions.
Ann Heinrichs.  Child’s World, 
2004.  428.2 HEI  (179520)
Creatures that grow.
Kris Hirschmann.  Kidhaven 
Press, 2005.  572.4358 HIR  
(179521)
Eating for good health.
Shirley W. Gray.  Child’s World, 
2004.  613.2 GRA  (179522)
Energy for hydrogen.
David Lippman.  Cherry Lake, 
2008.  621 LIP  (179523)
Energy from wind, sun, and 
tides.
Frank Muschal.  Cherry Lake, 
2008.  621.31 MUS  (179524)

Exercising for good health.
Shirley W. Gray.  Child’s World, 
2004.  613.7 GRA  (179525)
Geothermal energy.
Tamra Orr.  Cherry Lake, 2008.  
621.44 ORR  (179528)
How much can a bare bear 
bear? : what are homonyms and 
homophones?
Brian P. Cleary.  Millbrook Press, 
2005.  428.1 CLE  (179530)
Inclined planes and wedges.
Sally M. Walker.  Lerner, 2002.  
621.811 WAL  (179531)
Interjections.
Ann Heinrichs.  Child’s World, 
2004.  428.2 HEI  (179532)
Mammals.
Peter Murray.  Child’s World, 
2005.  599 MUR  (179534)
Nouns.
Ann Heinrichs.  Child’s World, 
2004.  428.2 HEI  (179536)
Nuclear Energy.
Kathleen G. Manatt.  Cherry 
Lake, 2008.  621.44 MAN  
(179537)
Prepositions.
Ann Heinrichs.  Child’s World, 
2004.  428.2 HEI  (179538)
Pronouns.
Ann Heinrichs.  Child’s World, 
2004.  428.2 HEI  (179539)
Reptiles.
Peter Murray.  Child’s World, 
2005.  597.9 MUR  (179540)

Solids, liquids, and gases.
Darlene R. Stille.  Child’s World, 
2005.  530.4 STI  (179544)
Sound.
David Louis Drier.  Child’s 
World, 2005.  534 DRE  (179545)
Verbs.
Ann Heinrichs.  Child’s World, 
2004.  428.2 HEI  (179548)

Biography eBooks
Benjamin Franklin.
Saddleback Publishing, 2008.  92 
FRA  (179517)
Franklin D. Roosevelt.
Saddleback Publishing, 2008.  92 
ROO  (179526)
George Washington.
Saddleback Publishing, 2008.  92 
WAS  (179527)
Harriet Tubman: hero of the 
Underground Railroad.
Picture Window Books, 2007.  92 
TUB  (179529)
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Saddleback Publishing, 2008.  92 
KIN  (179535)
Rosa Parks.
Saddleback Publishing, 2008.  92 
PAR  (179541)
Thomas Edison.
Saddleback Publishing, 2008.  92 
EDI  (179546)
Thomas Jefferson.
Saddleback Publishing, 2008.  92 
JEF  (179547)

New Student eBooks

Administration/Management
What every superintendent and 
principal needs to know: school 
leadership for the real world 
2nd edition.
Jim Rosborg and others.  Educa-
tion Communication Unlimited, 
2007.  R 371.2 ROS  (179499)

Behavior Issues/Discipline/Student 
Issues
Surviving and succeeding in dif-
ficult classrooms 2nd edition.
Paul Blum.  Routledge, 2006.   
R 371.93 BLU  (179495)

Curriculum and Instructional 
Strategies
180 creative ideas for getting 
students involved, engaged, and 
excited, grades K-8.
Luisa Gerasimo and Sally M. 
Walker.  Contemporary Books, 
2004.  R 370.154 ONE  (179504)
Using brainpower in the class-
room: five steps to accelerate 
learning.
Steve Garnett.  Routledge, 2006.  
R 370.152 GAR  (179498)

General
Big ideas in small packages: 
using picture books with older 
readers, grades 4-12.

Molly Blake Pearson.  Linworth, 
2005.  R 011.62 PEA  (179485)
Essential creativity in the class-
room: inspiring kids.
Kaye Thorne.  Routledge, 2007.  
R 370.157 THO  (179488)
Freakonomics: a rogue econo-
mist explores the hidden side 
of everything, revised and ex-
panded edition.
Steven D. Levitt.  HarperCollins, 
2006.  R 330 LEV  (179489)
No one cares what you had for 
lunch: 100 ideas for your blog.
Margaret Mason.  Peachpit Press, 
2007.  R 006.7 MAS  (179492)

Language Arts
E-ffective writing for e-learning 
environments.
Katy Campbell.  Information Sci-
ence Publishing, 2004.  R 371.358 
CAM  (179486)
Teach terrific writing, grades 
4-5.
Gary Robert Muschla.  McGraw-
Hill, 2006.  R 372.623 MUS  
(179496)

Leadership
The New leader’s 100-day ac-
tion plan: how to take charge, 

build your team, and get imme-
diate results.
George B. Bradt.  John Wiley 
& Sons, 2006.  R 658.4 BRA  
(179500)
The 100 greatest leadership 
principles of all time.
Warner Books, 2007.  R 658.4 
ONE  (179505)
School leadership in the 21st 
century: developing a strategic 
approach 2nd edition.
Brent Davies and others.  Rout-
ledgeFalmer, 2005.  R 371.2 SCH  
(179494)

Reading
E-literature for children : en-
hancing digital literacy learning.
Len Unsworth.  Routledge, 2006.  
R 372.64 UNS  (179487)

Special Needs and Challenges
The Effective teacher’s guide to 
autism and communication dif-
ficulties: practical strategies.
Michael Farrell.  Routledge, 2006.  
R 371.94 FAR  (179503)
The Effective teacher’s guide 
to dyslexia and other specific 
learning difficulties: practical 
strategies.
Michael Farrell.  Routledge, 2006.  
R 371.914 FAR  (179502)

New Professional eBooks  
in the Professional Library
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Audio Books
Dark water rising.
Marian Hale.  Listening Library, 
2004.  Shelf # LA 3E  (180132)
The Dead and the gone.
Susan Beth Pfeffer.  Listening Li-
brary, 2008.  Shelf # LA 3E  (180416)
Diary of a fly.
Doreen Cronin.  Scholastic, 2008.  
Shelf # LA 3E  (180217)
Do unto otters: a book about man-
ners.
Laurie Keller.  Scholastic, 2008.  
Shelf # LA 3E  (180218)
Junie B. Jones collection: books 1-4.
Barbara Park.  Listening Library, 
2001.  Shelf # LA 3E  (180222)
Junie B. Jones collection: books 5-8.
Barbara Park.  Listening Library, 
2002.  Shelf # LA 3E  (180220)
Junie B. Jones collection: books 
9-12.
Barbara Park.  Listening Library, 
2001.  Shelf # LA 3E  (180221)
Junie B. Jones collection: books 
13-16.
Barbara Park.  Listening Library, 
2004.  Shelf # LA 3E  (180260)
Junie B. Jones collection: books 
17-20.
Barbara Park.  Listening Library, 
2002.  Shelf # LA 3E  (180259)
Junie B., first grader collection: 
books 25-26.
Barbara Park.  Listening Library, 
2006.  Shelf # LA 3E  (180224)
Life as we knew it.
Susan Beth Pfeffer.  Listening Li-
brary, 2006.  Shelf # LA 3E  (180133)
Listening for lions.
Gloria Whelan.  Recorded Books, 
2006.  Shelf # LA 3E  (180127)
Nate the Great collected stories.
Marjorie Weinman Sharmat.  Listen-
ing Library, 2003.  Shelf # LA 3E  
(180223)
The Spiderwick chronicles.
Tony DiTerlizza.  Listening Library, 
2003.  Shelf # LA 3E  (180212)
Wallace’s Lists.
Barbara Bottner and Gerald Kruglik.  
Scholastic, 2007.  Shelf # LA 3E  
(180129)

New Classroom Materials in the Professional Library
Curriculum and Instructional 
Strategies
Differentiating instruction for K-8 
math and science: ideas, activities, 
and lesson plans.
Mary Hamm and Dennis Adams.  Eye 
on Education, 2008.  Shelf # PM 4A  
(180075)
Differentiating by student interest: 
practical lessons and strategies.
Joni Turville.  Eye on Education, 
2007.  Shelf # PM 4A  (180076)

Early Childhood Education
Math at their own pace: child-
directed activities for developing 
early number sense.
Greg Nelson.  Redleaf Press, 2007.  
Shelf # EC 2A  (180214)
Transforming literacy practices in 
preschool: research-based practices 
that give all children the oppor-
tunity to reach their potential as 
learners.
Lea M. McGee.  Scholastic, 2007.  
Shelf # EC 1A  (180216)

General
American revolution: the journey 
towards independence.
Steven Traugh.  Creative Teaching 
Press, 2002.  Shelf # SS 6C  (180208)
Arabic for reading and speaking.
Adbirashid A. Mohamud.  Barron’s, 
2008.  Shelf # FA 4C  (180215)
Cooking up fun for kids with dia-
betes.
Patti B. Geil and Tami A. Ross.  
American Diabetes Association, 
2003.  Shelf # S 6D  (180213)
Dealing with deployment: a small-
group curriculum for elementary 
and middle school students.
Ann E. Aydlett.  American School 
Counselor Association, 2006.  Shelf # 
VE 1B  (179334)
How to teach art to children.
Joy Evans and Tanya Skelton.  Evan-
Moor, 2001.  Shelf # FA 3C  (179753)
100 games and activities for the 
introductory foreign language 
classroom.
Thierry Boucquey and others.  Eye 
on Education, 2007.  Shelf # FA 4D  
(180074)
Project nutrition for life.
Learning Zone Express, 2008.  Shelf 
# S 6A  (179899)

Language Arts
How to teach nonfiction writing.
Jo Ellen Moore.  Evan-Moor, 2001.  
Shelf # LA 14E  (179752)
Making words : lessons for home or 
school, grade 1 Revised.
Patricia M. Cunningham and Dorothy 
P. Hall.  Carson-Dellosa Publishing, 
2001.  Shelf # LA  2B  (177999)
Making words : lessons for home or 
school, grade 2 Revised.
Patricia M. Cunningham and Dorothy 
P. Hall.  Carson-Dellosa Publishing, 
2001.  Shelf # LA  2B  (178000)
Making words : lessons for home or 
school, grade 3 Revised.
Patricia M. Cunningham and Dorothy 
P. Hall.  Carson-Dellosa Publishing, 
2001.  Shelf # LA  2B  (178001)
Making words : lessons for home or 
school, grade 4 Revised.
Patricia M. Cunningham and Dorothy 
P. Hall.  Carson-Dellosa Publishing, 
2001.  Shelf # LA  2B  (178002)
Parts of speech.
Trend Enterprises, 2002.  Shelf # LA 
13L  (180414)
Punctuation bingo.
Trend Enterprises, 2002.  Shelf # LA 
13L  (180415)
Units of study for teaching writing, 
grades 3-5.
Heinemann, 2006.  Shelf # LA 14E  
(180418)
Math
Eighth-grade math minutes: one 
hundred minutes to better basic 
skills.
Doug Stoffel.  Creative Teaching 
Press, 2007.  Shelf # M 2K  (180211)
Seventh-grade math minutes: one 
hundred minutes to better basic 
skills.
Doug Stoffel.  Creative Teaching 
Press, 2007.  Shelf # M 2K  (180210)
Sixth-grade math minutes: one 
hundred minutes to better basic 
skills.
Doug Stoffel.  Creative Teaching 
Press, 2007.  Shelf # M 2K  (180209)

Reading
Advantage reading, grade K.
Beth Sycamore.  Creative Teach-
ing Press, 2004.  Shelf # LA 2B  
(180077)

Advantage reading, grade 1.
Beth Sycamore.  Creative Teach-
ing Press, 2004.  Shelf # LA 2B  
(180078)
Advantage reading, grade 2.
Beth Sycamore.  Creative Teach-
ing Press, 2004.  Shelf # LA 2B  
(180079)
Advantage reading, grade 3.
Beth Sycamore.  Creative Teach-
ing Press, 2004.  Shelf # LA 2B  
(180080)
Advantage reading, grade 4.
Robbie Butler.  Creative Teach-
ing Press, 2004.  Shelf # LA 2B  
(180081)
Advantage reading, grade 5.
Roxanne Dorrie.  Creative Teach-
ing Press, 2004.  Shelf # LA 2B  
(180082)
Advantage reading, grade 6.
Linda Barr.  Creative Teaching Press, 
2004.  Shelf # LA 2B  (180083)
Advantage reading, grade 7.
Linda Barr.  Creative Teaching Press, 
2004.  Shelf # LA 2B  (180084)
Advantage reading, grade 8.
Linda Barr.  Creative Teaching Press, 
2004.  Shelf # LA 2B  (180085)
All year long!: funny readers the-
atre for life’s special times.
Diana R. Jenkins.  Teacher Ideas 
Press, 2007.  Shelf # LA 14A  
(179848)
Building fluency through practice 
and performance, grade 1.
Timothy Rasinski and Lorraine 
Griffith.  Shell Education, 2008.  
Shelf # LA 14A  (180408)
Building fluency through practice 
and performance, grade 2.
Timothy Rasinski and Lorraine 
Griffith.  Shell Education, 2008.  
Shelf # LA 14A  (180409)
Building fluency through practice 
and performance, grade 3.
Timothy Rasinski and Lorraine 
Griffith.  Shell Education, 2008.  
Shelf # LA 14A  (180410)
Building fluency through practice 
and performance, grade 4.
Timothy Rasinski and Lorraine 
Griffith.  Shell Education, 2008.  
Shelf # LA 14A  (180411)
Building fluency through practice 
and performance, grade 5.

Timothy Rasinski and Lorraine 
Griffith.  Shell Education, 2008.  
Shelf # LA 14A  (180412)
Building fluency through practice 
and performance, grade 6.
Timothy Rasinski and Lorraine 
Griffith.  Shell Education, 2008.  
Shelf # LA 14A  (180413)
Nursery treasury: best-loved nurs-
ery rhymes, fairytales and first 
poems.
Miles Kelly Publishing, 2007.  Shelf 
# LA 15D  (179785)
100% reading: decoding and word 
recognition, intermediate book 2.
Lingui Systems, 1999.  Shelf # LA 
1E  (180000)
100% reading : decoding and word 
recognition, primary, book 2.
Lingui System, 1999.  Shelf # LA 1E  
(180002)
100% reading: decoding and word 
recognition, primary, book 3.
Lingui Systems, 1999.  Shelf # LA 
1E  (180003)
Songs and rhymes readers theatre 
for beginning readers.
Anthony D. Fredericks.  Teacher 
Ideas Press, 2008.  Shelf # LA 14A  
(179850)

Science
Go green around your home.
Learning Zone Express, 2008.  Shelf 
# ES 2E  (179898)
Jump into science: themed science 
fairs.
Carol Peterson.  Teacher Ideas Press, 
2007.  Shelf # S 2F  (179846)
No student left indoors: creating a 
field guide to your schoolyard.
Jane Kirkland.  Stillwater Publishing, 
2007.  Shelf # S 2E  (179324)

Special Needs and Challenges
Fluency at your fingertips: prag-
matic and thematic therapy ma-
terials.
Holly Ridge and Becerly Ray.  Pro-
Ed, 1991.  Shelf # PS 2E  (179355)
Practical ideas that really work for 
students with ADHD, grade 5-12, 
2nd edition.
Kathleen McConnell.  Pro-Ed, 2005.  
Shelf # PS 1B  (179348)

The following titles avail-
able from the GWAEA Media 
Center have been rated “best 
of the best” in a variety of 
professional journals. They 
are on a variety of topics and 
grade levels.
Ancient History
Archaeology: can you dig it?
CCI Releasing, 2007.  PIJ  
(178877)

Counseling and Guidance
Becoming an organized student.
Human Relations Media, 2008.  IJ  
(178914)

Earth Science
Expedition Earthscope.
Earth Images Foundation, 2006.  
JS  (178289)

Swim for the river.
Moira Productions, 2006.  IJS  
(178904)

Environmental Science
Global warming in the Arctic.
Tandrup Naturfilm, 2007.  S  
(179410)
Global warming: the rising 
storm.
Centre Communications, 2007.  
JS  (179455)
In the company of wild but-
terflies.
Bullfrog, 2005.  PIJS  (175197)
Solar energy: saved by the sun.
WGBH, 2007.  JS  (179376)

Health Education
Huffing: the latest facts about 
inhalant abuse.
Human Relations Media, 2007.  IJ  
(177831)

Life Science
Extinction and rebirth.
National Film Board of Canada, 
2005.  JS  (176141)
A Life among whales.
Uncommon Publications, 2005.  
JS  (177027)
New frontiers.
National Film Board of Canada, 
2005.  JS  (176140)
The Snowball Earth.
National Film Board of Canada, 
2005.  JS  (176139)
A State of the ocean’s animals.
Screenscope, 2007.  IJSA  
(177416)
Survival of the fittest.
National Film Board of Canada, 
2005.  JS  (176142)
Traits and heredity.
Visual Learning Co., 2006.  PI  
(174979)

The Violent past.
National Film Board of Canada, 
2005.  JS  (176138)

Literature
Big Brown Bear’s up and down 
day.
Nutmeg Media, 2007.  EP  
(179401)
Dooby dooby moo.
Scholastic, 2007.  EP  (179243)
I hate English!
Nutmeg Media, 2006.  P  
(178282)
John, Paul, George and Ben.
Weston Woods, 2007.  PI  
(178295)
Leonardo, the terrible monster.
Scholastic, 2007.  EP  (178016)
The Librarian from the Black 
Lagoon.
Scholastic, 2007.  P  (178015)
Max’s words.
Scholastic, 2007.  PI  (178884)

Seven blind mice.
Weston Woods, 2007.  P  (177835)
A Very brave witch.
Scholastic, 2007.  P  (179294)
Wallace’s list.
Weston Woods, 2007.  P  (179165)

Multicultural Education
Rosa.
Weston Woods, 2007.  PI  
(179166)

Space Science
Most of our universe is missing: 
dark matter and dark energy.
BBC, 2006.  SA  (177821)
The Sun.
BBC, 2006.  JS  (178899)

United States History
Now and Ben: the modern in-
ventions of Benjamin Franklin.
Spoken Arts, 2006.  P  (178262)

Best of the Best

instruCtionAl mediA – sChool teChnology

Discover the  
savings with the IEC

The iowa educators  
Consortium, IEC, is an  
initiative of Iowa Area  
Education Agencies. The  
IEC provides a voluntary  
purchasing program  
allowing schools to take  
advantage of aggressive  
pricing based on the  
purchasing volume of many 
iowa schools.

Products include:
➨ Athletics & PE
➨ AV & Computer
➨ Buildings & Grounds
➨ Classroom Supplies
➨ Food
➨ Furniture
➨ Health & First Aid
➨ Janitorial
➨ Media & Technology
➨ Office Products
➨ Paper & Copiers
➨ School Administration
For more information,  

visit the IEC website at  
www.iec-ia.org or contact  
Jerry Cochrane, (319)  
399-6741, 1-800-332-8488, 
Ext. 6741 or jcochrane@
gwaea.org.

Teacher Work 
Center still not 
open to the public

The Grant Wood AEA 
Teacher Work Center 
(TWC) is still not avail-
able for the public to use. 
However orders will be 
filled by Grant Wood AEA 
staff. Send your projects in 
through van delivery or drop 
them off at the Sixth Street 
lobby. You may also drop 
them at other Agency loca-
tions and ask for them to be 
forwarded to the TWC. 

Please remember to 
include instructions, contact 
information and delivery 
directions when submitting 
projects. For questions 
or to receive job tickets, 
contact Jayne Kamberling 
at (3�9) 399-6434 or email 
her at jhardy@gwaea.org.

If you have any ques-
tions or concerns about  
this process, please  
contact Tara Johannsen at 
(3�9) 399-6433 or e-mail 
tjohannsen@gwaea.org.


