
The Iowa Core is a statewide effort to 
ensure that all Iowa students learn what 
is needed to be prepared for success in 
the 21st century.

The Iowa Core identifies essential 
concepts and skills for kindergarten 
through 12th grade in the areas of 
literacy, mathematics, science, social 
studies, and 21st century skills, which 
include financial, health, technology, 
civic, employability and global literacy.

The 2008 legislative session, through 
Senate File 2216, requires all school 
districts and accredited nonpublic schools 
to implement the Iowa Core by July 1, 
2012 for grades 9 through 12 and 2014-15 
for kindergarten through 8th grade.

What does the Iowa Core  
offer Iowa students?
The intent is to ensure that all Iowa 
students have access to challenging and 
meaningful curriculum that prepares 
them for success in postsecondary 
education and the emerging global 
economy.

What does the Iowa Core  
offer Iowa educators?
Content, Assessment and Instruction are 
at the heart of the Iowa Core. Through 
the Iowa Core, Iowa school districts and 
educators will engage in a continuous 
improvement process to assure that 
essential knowledge and skills are 
being learned. The Iowa Core provides 
a foundation for school districts to 
implement graduation requirements 
more effectively and meaningfully.

What is a parent or community 
member’s role? 
Communities and schools working 
together to support this endeavor is 
a critical outcome of the Iowa Core. It 
galvanizes action to improve teaching 
and learning by encouraging educators, 
parents, and community members to 
collaboratively support the common goal 
of increasing student achievement and 
preparing students for the 21st century.

Timelines and benchmarks from the 
Iowa Department of Education for the 
Iowa Core have been established. Each 
Iowa school district has designated a 
leadership team that completed an initial 
implementation plan, which was submitted 
in July 2010.  The six outcomes of the Iowa 
Core: Leadership, Community, Continuous 
School Improvement, Alignment, 
Professional Development, and Instruction 
& Assessment are addressed in these plans.

These Iowa Core outcomes will guide 
development of the district’s improvement 
goals. Focus areas can include initiatives 
that are already underway and through a 
continuous improvement process focus 
areas will change over time as progress is 
made.  

When fully implemented, the Iowa Core will 
mean that all schools in Iowa are engaged 
in the work and practice that research 
shows makes a difference for student 
learning.

The Iowa Department of Education, Iowa’s 
Area Education Agencies, local schools and 
their communities are collaborating  
to provide support for implementation  
of the Iowa Core. For more information,  
visit www.corecurriculum.iowa.gov.

All Iowa AEAs are required to adhere to state and federal laws that prohibit discrimination in programs,
activities, and employment practices. For specific information, contact your AEA.
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The Iowa Core:  
Right Work, Right Time, Right People
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