
From the very start, children without disabilities spend hours exploring 
reading and writing. These beginning experiences pave the way for more 
formal, later literacy development. Students with significant disabilities have 
profoundly different experiences. These students may be unable to talk, 
hold a pencil and unable to hold a book. They may also have intellectual 
challenges. These difficulties pose serious roadblocks to meaningful literacy 
development. However, exciting research in the past decade has found 
that with the right instruction and the right tools, students with the most 
significant disabilities can develop as readers, writers and communicators. 

This workshop will share the “what” and the “how!” With an emphasis on 
early literacy development, a wide variety of meaningful reading and writing 
activities will be shown, along with materials and tools to support student 
success. Adapted books, “alternative pencils” that don’t require hand use, 
augmentative and alternative communication devices and other forms 
of assistive technology will be highlighted throughout. Videos and work 
samples will be shown of real students with the most significant disabilities in 
elementary and high school. Sample goals and ways of assessing change will 
be shared. Participants will leave with a long list of activities and strategies to 
try the first week back at school.

Dr. Gretchen Hanser PhD, OTR, is an expert in assistive and instructional 
technologies, especially for students with the most significant disabilities. As 
a school-based occupational therapist and assistive technology specialist, 
Dr Hanser developed innovative solutions for the most difficult to support 
students. She recently completed her dissertation (University of New 
Hampshire) investigating the effectiveness of integrated word study and 
communication instruction for school-aged children who use AAC.

Teaching Students with Significant Disabilities  
to Read, Write & Communicate!

JUNE 11, 2014
1:00-4:00 p.m.

and
JUNE 12-13, 2014 

8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Assignment Due: July 1, 2014

GRANT WOOD AEA
4401 SIxth Street SW

Cedar Rapids, IA 52404

TARGET AUDIENCE:   
Special Education Teachers,  
Speech-Language Pathologists, Occupational Therapists, Literacy Consultants, 
Special Education Consultants/Coaches, Parents, Administrators

Registration information:
Annette Renaud, GWAEA Professional Development
319-399-6767 or 800-798-9771, ext. 6767 or arenaud@gwaea.org

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs 
and services, and does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe 
you or your child has been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, 
Maria Cashman, at 319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

REGISTRATION
Download Form: http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/pdf/registform.pdf
Register Online: https://www.gwaea.org/apps/ProfDev/user/signon.cfm
Course Number: 4690-13-01  •   Registration deadline: June 2, 2014 at 6:00 a.m.
Fees: A materials fees of $25 is included in other fees. Total for non-credit $150. Total for  
Renewal $175. Total for Drake credit $250. Registration is not complete until all fees are paid in full.

EVERY STUDENT CAN LEARN:

Featured Speaker:
Dr. Gretchen Hanser


