
Implementing the GOLD 
Assessment System
Date/Time: Sept. 4, Dec. 11 and April 2, 
8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  and

Oct. 2, Oct. 25, Jan 22, Feb. 19, and 
12:45 – 4:00 p.m.
Audience: Preschool Teachers, Alternative 
Kindergarten Teachers, ECSE Teachers, 
Associate Teachers/Paraeducators, 
Administrators/Directors and AEA Staff serving 
preschool, alternative kindergarten. This is for 
users of the Teaching Strategies GOLD Online 
Assessment System

Number: 4510-13-01 

Registration Deadline: Aug. 28, 2013, 6:00 a.m.

Participants will have the opportunity 
to deepen their understanding and 
implementation of the Teaching Strategies 
GOLD Assessment System, focusing 
specifically for 3-6 year old children. GOLD 
is a curriculum-based, formative assessment 
tool that is appropriate for programs 
serving children aged birth-6 years using 
a comprehensive curriculum- including 
Creative Curriculum, OWLS, High Scope, 
Little Treasures, etc. 

Participants will increase their knowledge 
and skills to implement the assessment 
system by using the GOLD components, 
practicing the assessment cycle, and linking 
assessment to instruction. They will reflect 
and refine their current practice to make 
data-based decisions. Assignments and 
deeper learning will involve online learning 
between workshop sessions as well as 
classroom implementation. The content 
of this course will also include support for 
GOLD Online subscribers.

Early Childhood Offerings
2013-2014 Grant Wood AEA Professional Development

Program Wide Positive Behavior Supports (PBIS)-Teaching Pyramid Model
Date/Time: Oct. 4, Nov. 8, Dec. 13, 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Audience: Early Childhood Staff serving ages 0-8 years

Number: 4344-13-01 •  Registration deadline: Sept. 23, 2013, 6:00 a.m.

This professional development will provide training in Program Wide Positive Behavior Supports to all staff that work in preschool/
daycare settings. All staff members that have contact with children in early childhood programs should have an understanding of 
the importance of social/emotional development. Staff working in early childhood setting will use these supports in their work to 
enhance the social/emotional core curriculum, provide behavior supports to students, as well as to use with parents. by providing 
positive behavior support to children in early childhood programs we will decrease behavioral problems and increase the children’s 
an the teacher’s attention to pre-academic learning. Teaching and coaching appropriate social skills in the context they occur and 
improving the learning environment minimizes the time spent on managing behavioral concerns for teachers so that teachers can 
teach and students can learn. This will all help parents understand behavioral expectations in group settings. 

Planning and Implementing Engaging Preschool Interest Areas
Date/Time:  Dec. 3, Jan. 7, Feb. 11, 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Audience: Preschool Teachers, Assistant Teachers, Administrators, Directors, Community-based Early Childhood Staff, GWAEA 
Staff Serving Preschool Programs

Number: 4648-13-01 •  Registration Deadline: Nov. 22, 2013, 6:00 a.m.

Participants will deepen their understanding of how to plan and implement engaging preschool interest areas based on the 
Creative Curriculum for Preschool. The content will focus on the eleven Creative Curriculum interest areas: Blocks, Dramatic 
Play, Discovery, Art, Toys and Games, Library, Sand and Water, Music and Movement, Computers, Cooking and Outdoors.

Implementing the Creative Curriculum for Preschool Part 2
Date/Time: Jan. 24, Feb. 21, April 4, 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Audience: Preschool Teachers, Assistant Teachers, Administrators, Directors, Community Based Early Childhood Staff

Number: 4448-13-01  •  Registration Deadline: Jan. 10, 2014, 6:00 a.m.

Participants will deepen their understanding to implement routines, strategies, and assessments as an extension tothe 
introductory course. The content will focus on several interest areas (e.g., Discovery, Toys and Games, Blocks) and content 
areas (Social-Emotional Development, Studies, Math, or Literacy).

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and services, and does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child has been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 319-399-
6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

For complete registration and fee information for the professional development offerings,  
visit www.gwaea.org and click on Professional Development.

All workshops will be held at Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St. SW, Cedar Rapids.

Registration: https://www.gwaea.org/apps/ProfDev/user/signon.cfm

Registration Information: 
Connie Russell, Secretary/Registrar GWAEA Professional Development 
319-399-6767 or 800-798-9771, ext. 6767  •  crussell@gwaea.org

Course Information: 
Mary Airy, 319-399-6725  •  mairy@gwaea.org

Implementing the Creative 
Curriculum for Preschool
Dates/Time: Sept. 6, Oct. 4, Nov. 8,  
8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Audience: Preschool Teachers, Assistant Teachers, 
Administrators/Directors, Community Based Early 
Childhood Staff, GWAEA Staff service preschool 
programs

Number: 4383-13-01  

Registration deadline: Aug. 26, 2013, 6:00 a.m.

Participants will have the opportunity to 
study and implement routines, strategies and 
assessments from the Creative Curriculum 
for Preschool and Teaching Strategies GOLD 
Assessment System. Participants will deepen 
their understanding of the Iowa Early Learning 
Standards and examine curricular frameworks 
and assessments that support those standards. 
Participants will practice strategies and 
environmental supports that will allow for 
routine and regular implementation of 
meaningful experiences throughout the daily 
routine in the early childhood classroom and 
utilize assessment data for all children.

 Instructional Practices for 
Teaching Young Children in 
Inclusive Settings
Dates/Times: Sept. 25, Jan. 22 and  
May 21,  8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  and

Oct 23, Nov. 20, Feb. 19, April 30,  
12:45 - 4:00 p.m.
Audience: Early Childhood Teachers, 
Paraeducators, Early Childhood Administrators, 
Program Directors, AEA Staff

Number: 4511-13-01  

Registration deadline: Sept. 16, 2013, 6:00 a.m. 

This course is designed to support educators 
who are teaching in classrooms with typically 
developing children and children with identified 
disabilities and delays or at-risk for developing 
disabilities. This course will address evidenced 
based best practices in early childhood 
instruction and assessment in these blended 
classrooms. Participants will review the latest 
theory, research, NAEYC and DEC position 
statements and Iowa Early Learning Standards 
to understand developmentally appropriate 
instruction and assessment practices. 
Participants will deepen their understanding 
of child development, learn and refine their 
knowledge of research based instructional and 
assessment strategies. Participants will spend 
time linking assessment practices and data to 
help plan research based instructional strategies, 
(ie. embedded learning opportunities, dialogic 
reading). Improving teacher’s knowledge and 
skills is one of the most powerful means to 
improving students outcomes. 

Participants are required to purchase text and 
have it available for the first day of class.

http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=28696
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=28695
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=28915
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=28916
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=28965
http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=28906
http://www.gwaea.org

