
This hands-on workshop will explore useful strategies for developing 
students’ writing skills. The presentation will begin with a brief overview 
of the writing research with particular attention paid to the impact of 
handwriting and spelling on the writing process. Participants will then focus 
on parts of speech and sentence parts as they apply to the act of writing. 
They will learn about the components of a good lesson and strategies 
for developing sentence sense in student writers. The presenter will then 
introduce a structured, sequential approach to developing foundational 
paragraph components of basic and expanded paragraphs. As time permits, 
participants will examine effective structures for writing in three key genres: 
narrative, informative, and opinion. In this Common Core aligned workshop, 
participants will practice with all introduced techniques, many of which they 
can then apply to the very next day in their classrooms.

This hands-on workshop will explore useful strategies for developing 
students’ writing skills. The presentation will begin with a brief overview 
of the writing research. Participants will then focus on sentence parts as 
they apply to the act of writing. They will learn about the components of a 
good lesson, work with strategies for developing sentence sense in student 
writers, and discuss techniques for incorporating sentence writing activities 
into existing curricula. The presenter will then introduce a structured, 
sequential approach to developing foundational paragraph skills in struggling 
writers. Participants will practice with idea generation, organization, and 
the components of paragraphs. Participants will briefly examine effective 
structures for longer essays with particular attention paid to three key 
genres: narrative, informative, and argument. In this Common Core aligned 
workshop, participants will practice with all introduced techniques, many of 
which they can then apply to the very next day in their classrooms.

October 11, 2016
8:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Grant Wood AEA
4401 Sixth Street S.W., Cedar Rapids, IA

Course #: 19466-16-01
Credit: None
Fees: Educators in Grant Wood AEA area, $40
Outside of Grant Wood AEA area, $65
Registration Deadline: Sept. 27, 2016 at 6:00 a.m.

TARGET AUDIENCE
Upper Elementary Administrators, General and Special 
Education Teachers, Media Specialists, Reading Support, Parents, 
Speech-Language Pathologists, Psychologists, Consultants

October 12, 2016
8:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Grant Wood AEA
4401 Sixth Street S.W., Cedar Rapids, IA

Course #: 19467-16-01
Credit: None
Fees: Educators in Grant Wood AEA area, $40
Outside of Grant Wood AEA area, $65
Registration Deadline: Sept. 28, 2016 at 6:00 a.m.

TARGET AUDIENCE
Middle School Administrators, General and Special Education 
Teachers, Media Specialists, Reading Support, Parents, Speech-
Language Pathologists, Psychologists, Consultants

REGISTRATION INFORMATION:
GWAEA Professional Development
319-399-6767 or 800-798-9771, ext. 6767 
or gwaeapd@gwaea.org

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and services, and 
does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital 
status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child has been discriminated against or 
treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 
4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

REGISTRATION
Download Form: http://www.aea10.k12.ia.us/profdev/pdf/registform.pdf
Register Online: https://www.gwaea.org/apps/ProfDev/user/signon.cfm

From Words to Works:
Developing Writing Skills in 
Elementary Students

From Words to Works:
Developing Writing Skills in 
Middle School Students

Instructor: 
William Van Cleave

http://bit.ly/IATeacherLeadership
www.gwaea.org/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=30971
www.gwaea.org/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=30972



