
SETTING PURPOSE 
AND ASSESSMENT FOR 
LEARNING
Student Feedback That Increases 
Student Engagement
Jan. 26, 2018
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Course number: 19531-17-01        

Instructor: Nicole Dimich Vagle, 
Solution Tree

This session will focus 
on student investment. 
Student investment 

provides the participants 
specific skills to acquire 

information related to the student’s ability 
to deeply comprehend information and 
develop skills. Instruction during this 
session will assist participants in the design 
of the essential question for the instruction 
based on the student’s current level of 
understanding. Participants will engage in 
experiences to communicate feedback in 
a formative manner to stimulate further 
learning. The proposed learning will focus 
on students self-reporting their progress, 
which is aligned to Hattie’s strategy that 
has an effect size of 1.44.

Teacher Clarity: Learning Intentions 
and Success Criteria
Day 1: Dec. 5, 2017 and  
Day 2: March 1, 2018
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Course number: 19540-17-01        

Instructor: Larry Ainsworth, 
Corwin Press
Instructor: Kara Vandas, 
Corwin Press

The two-day Learning 
Intentions and Success 
Criteria (LISC) series will 
assist educators in gaining 
a deeper understanding 

around teacher clarity, which 
in turn will help them better 

articulate to their students what they want 
them to learn and be able to accomplish 
within a unit of study. 

21st Century Homework Practices 
Connected to Grading and Re-Do’s
Feb. 6, 2018
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Course number: 19548-17-01

Instructor: Rick Wormeli, 
Stenhouse Publishers

The participants will engage 
in the design of engaging 

and authentic homework 
tasks aligned to core instruction. 

Participants will acquire strategies that 

continue student learning after the initial 
learning opportunity by implementing 
“re-do” actions until the student meets the 
learning target.

CURRICULUM AND 
PEDAGOGY
Making Math Learning Visible - 
Secondary Grades   
Oct. 17, 2017
Course number: 19532-17-01
Making Math Learning Visible - 
Elementary Grades
Jan. 24, 2018
Course number: 19533-17-01
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Instructor: Joseph Assof, 
Corwin Press

Joseph Assof will 
demonstrate how using 

the right approach at the 
right time helps educators 

intentionally design classroom experiences 
that hit the surface, deep, and transfer 
phases of mathematics learning. Joseph 
will delve into clear learning intentions and 
success criteria, as well as mathematical 
tasks and discourse.

Leadership for Continuous Improvement
LEARNING SESSIONS  •  2017-2018

All locations at 
Grant Wood AEA
4401 Sixth St. SW
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

http://web1.gwaea.org/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=31592
http://web1.gwaea.org/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=31606
http://web1.gwaea.org/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=31641
http://web1.gwaea.org/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=31594
http://web1.gwaea.org/profdev/coursesdetail.cfm?class=31595


Help All Readers Access  
Complex Text!
Nov. 2, 2017
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Course number: 19554-17-01

Instructor: Nancy Frey, 
Corwin Press

In this seminar, Nancy 
Frey can provide whole 

schools with a professional 
learning experience in which 

participants, K-12, will learn step-by-step 
how to craft their own instructional 
plans around the five access points 
for comprehending complex text: 
Purpose & Modeling, Close & Scaffolded 
Reading, Collaborative Conversations, 
An Independent Reading Staircase, 
Performance.

Rigorous Reading
Feb. 15, 2018
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Course number: 19546-17-01

Instructor: Nancy Frey, 
Corwin Press

Call it close reading, call it 
deep reading, call it analytic 

reading – call it what you 
like. By any name, it’s a level of 

understanding that students of any age can 
achieve with the right kind of instruction. 
In this seminar, participants will find an 
instructional plan articulated so clearly, and 
so squarely built on research, that teachers, 
schools, and districts need look no further. 

ENGAGEMENT - 
STUDENT AND TEACHER 
VOICE
Inspired and Passionate - Teachers 
Improve Student Engagement & 
Thinking
Oct. 19, 2017
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Course number: 19552-17-01

Instructor: John Almarode, 
Corwin Press

Is this on the test? Why 
do we have to know this? 

Is this for a grade? These 
questions haunt each and 

every teacher that is on the receiving 
end of such inquiries. When inspired and 
passionate teachers create an environment 
that fosters and nurtures Visible Learners, 
questions like these evaporate from our 
schools and classrooms, while our students 
dive deep into learning.This professional 
learning session is aligned to John Hattie’s 
student engagement.

Visible Learning: Using the Solo 
Taxonomy for Student Engagement
Feb. 27, 2018
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Course number: 19551-17-01

Instructor: John Almarode, 
Corwin Press

The SOLO Taxonomy, 
short for the structure 

of observed learning 
outcomes, zeros in on the 

strengths of the learner by providing a 
framework for understanding the nature 
of his or her thinking about a particular 
concept or idea. The possibilities of 
grouping based on the nature of learners’ 
thinking rather than on “ability” provides 
teachers flexibility to facilitate the 
development of new knowledge among 
learners. 

Meaningful Engagement in the 
Classroom, School and Community
April 9, 2018
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Course number: 19553-17-01

Instructor: Lisa Lande, 
Corwin Press

Participants will delve 
into the topic of 

engagement from a variety 
of perspectives. Attendees 

will consider the concepts of Fun & 
Excitement, Curiosity & Creativity and 
Spirit of Adventure at the classroom, 
school and community level. Learning will 
include investigating what engagement 
looks like between teachers and students, 
teachers and their colleagues, as well as 
teachers and the community.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
GWAEA Professional Development

319-399-6767 or 800-798-9771, ext. 6767 
or gwaeapd@gwaea.org

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and 
services, and does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child 
has been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 
319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

REGISTRATION
Register Online: https://web1.gwaea.org/apps/ProfDev/user/signon.cfm
Download Form: http://web1.gwaea.org/profdev/pdf/registform.pdf
Registration Deadline: 2 weeks prior to the event.

Fees:
• Educators in Grant Wood AEA area, total for non-credit, $100
• Outside of Grant Wood AEA, total for non-credit, $125
• Registration is not complete until all fees are paid in full. 
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