
REGISTRATION INFORMATION
GWAEA Professional Development

319-399-6767 or 800-798-9771, ext. 6767 
or gwaeapd@gwaea.org

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and 
services, and does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child 
has been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 
319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

REGISTRATION
Register Online: https://web1.gwaea.org/apps/ProfDev/user/signon.cfm
Course Number: 19576-17-01 
Registration Deadline: 6:00 a.m. on March 21, 2018

Credit: none
Fees: 
• Educators in Grant Wood AEA area, total for non-credit, $0
• Outside of Grant Wood AEA, total for non-credit, $25.00
• Registration is not complete until all fees are paid in full. 

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

GRANT WOOD AEA

The Magical Journey of 
Building the Beginning Reader’s Brain

April 3, 2018  |  8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

This session provides an in-depth look at what we know about the importance 
of creating “neural pathways” in the brain, and how that translates into practical 
classroom application in beginning reading instruction. In this informative, practical, 
hands-on session, we will explore findings from brain imaging studies that are 
providing new insights into beginning reading instruction and how research 
translates into best practices in the classroom.

Instructor: Laura Stewart
Laura has served in many roles:  teacher, administrator, adjunct professor, and director of literacy initiatives. She 
served as the VP of Professional Development for Rowland Reading Foundation.

In her current position as chief academic officer for Highlights, Laura oversees professional development to 
empower educators and impact children’s lives. She presents nationally and internationally and has written for 
numerous publications. She co-authored The Everything Guide to Informational Text K-2.

Laura is on the advisory board of the International Foundation for Effective Reading Instruction and serves on the 
Illinois Governor’s Task Force for At-Risk Youth. She is a certified LETRS trainer.

Throughout Laura’s work, one constant is her passion for and commitment to early literacy.

Grant Wood AEA
4401 Sixth St. SW, Cedar Rapids, Iowa

TARGET AUDIENCE
Preschool-Grade 2, Reading 
Specialists, General and Special 
Education Teachers, ELL 
Teachers, Curriculum specialists, 
Elementary Principals
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