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Pathways to Personalization offers an innovative five-step framework to help school leaders and teacher 
teams design and implement blended and personalized learning initiatives based on local needs and 
interests. Shawn and Cathy’s field-tested road map helps educators meet the academic and emotional 
needs of all students, encouraging them to take charge of their own learning.
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Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and 
services, and does not discriminate on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child 
has been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria Cashman, at 
319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.
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Cathy Sanford 
@csanford42

Cathy Sanford leads Research & 
Development efforts at Highlander 
Institute. As the first Director of 
Programs for the Institute, she 
launched programming and strategic 
priorities and built a regional network 
of educators spanning four states and 
dozens of communities and districts. 
Before moving to the Institute, Cathy 
coordinated curriculum at Highlander 
Charter School, a Pre-K-12 urban 
school that specializes in supporting 
students with diverse learning styles.
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Shawn Rubin 
@ShawnCRubin

Shawn Rubin is the Institute’s chief 
education officer and manages 
the personalized and blended 
learning initiatives. Shawn also leads 
the FUSE RI fellowship and co-
founded various programs including 
the EdUnderground, EdTechRI, 
and Metryx, a start-up software 
company building flexible formative 
assessment tools for educators 
where he serves as CEO. Shawn 
served as a founding faculty member 
of the Highlander Charter School 
before joining the Institute in 2011.


